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PUBLIC HOLldAYS 

FOR THE flTEAR 1902. 


Sanctioned by G-overnment under Section 2o of Act XXVI &f 1882 , 
entitled the “ Negotiable Instruments’ Act , 1881 ” : — 

New Year 1st January Wednesday 1 Day, 

Maha Shivaratri . . 8th March 

Holi 24th March 

Easter 28th, 29fch & 31st 

March 


Saturday 1 

Monday 1 


Good-Friday, Saturday, 

and Monday 3 Days* 

. Wednesday 1 Day, 

Saturday 1 „ 


Ramnavami 16th April . . 

Moburrum ... 19fch April 

Birthday of Her) c . , - 

late Majesty V 21th May Saturday 1 „ 

Queen Victoria ) 

CocoanutDay .. .. 18th August Monday 1 „ 

Gokul- Ashtami . ... 26th August Tuesday 1 ,, 

Ganesh-Chaturthi.. 5th September ... Friday 1 „ 

Parse© New Year.. 13th and loth 

September Saturday & Monday. 2 Days. 

Khordadsal 20th September Saturday 1 Day. 

Dussera 11th October Saturday 1 ,, 

King’s Birthday ...(Such day as may be fixed by the Governor- 

General m Council) 1 „ 

Christinas 24th, 25th, and 26th 

December Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday 3 Days. 

New Year 31st December Wednesday 1 Day. 

Note.— Good-Friday, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day are holidays 
under the Negotiable Instruments’ Act, but are included in 
the above list. 

Note.— -The question of declaring public holidays to be held on Whit 
Monday, the 19th May, and on Dewali, the 30th and 31st Octo- 
ber and the 1st November, is still under the consideration of 
Government, r 

HOLIDAYS UNDER CHARTER-PARTIES 

FOR THE YEAR 1902. 

In accordance with the Resolution passed at a General Meeting 
of the Chamber of Commerce, held on the 22nd July 1881, the Com- 
mittee of the Chamber beg to inform the Public that the following 
days have been fixed by them to be Holidays under Charter-Parties 
for the year 1902 : — 

New Year 1st January Wednesday ..... .. ... IDay. 

Holi 

Easter 

Ramnavami 
Mohurrum . . 

Brithday of Her) 

late Majesty > 24th May Saturday 1 „ 

Queen Victora . ) 

Cocoanut Day . 18th August ... . Monday 1 M 

Gokul Ashtami ... . 26th September Tuesday 1 5 , 

Ganesh-Chaturthi.. 5th September . .. Friday 1 n 

Parsee New Year,. 15th September .. ..Monday 1 

Dussera . . . .11th October Saturday 1 Jf 

King’s Birthday . (Such day as may be fixed by the Governor- 

General-in-Council„) 1 

Christmas 25th December Thurssday 1 99 

By order of the Committee, 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, 
Bombay, 21 st Deeemler, 1901. Secretary , 


1st January . .. 

24th March Monday . ...... 1 

28th March Good-Friday 1c 


16th April. 

19th April 


Wednesday . 
Saturday 
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Mevised and adopted down to the Annual General Meeting of ths 
Ghamber held on the 12 th March , 1902, 


I. Th® object and duties of the Ghamber shall be to encourage 
a friendly feeling and unanimity among commercial men on all subjects 
involving their common good ; to promote and protect the general 
mercantile interests of this Presidency; to collect and classify informa- 
tion on all matters of general commercial interest ; to obtain the 
removal, as far as such a Society can, of all acknowledged grievances 
affecting merchants as a body, or mercantile interests in general ; 
to feceive and decide references on matters of usage and custom in 
dispute, recording such decisions for future guidance, and by this and 
othej means assisting to form a code of practice for simplifying and 
facilitating business ; to communicate with the public authorities, 
with similar Associations in other places, and with individuals on all 
subjects of general mercantile interest ; and to arbitrate between 
parties willing to refer to, and abide by, the judgment of the 
Chamber. 

II. All persons engaged or interested in mercantile pursuits 
desirous of joining the Chamber, and disposed to aid in carrying into 
effect $.e objects of the same, shall be admitted Members by the vote 
of a majority of not less than two-thirds of those voting at a General 
Meeting, as provided for in Kule III. ; the names of candidates with 
their proposers and seconders to be circulated to Members three 
clear days before the meeting; or by a majority of two-thirds 
of the votes taken by ballot in the rooms of the Chamber at which at 
least one-fourth of the Members of the Chamber have registered their 
votes. The ballot to take place after seven clear days 5 notice to the 
Members stating the names of the candidates proposed with their 
proposers and seconders, and the ballot shall remain open at least 
three clear days. 

IIL One-fourth of the firms constituting the Chamber shall be 
held sufficient to form any General Meeting when the same has been 
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regularly called together, but if within 15 minutes fiom the time 
appointed - for the meeting the quorum is not present the meeting 
shall be adjourned to such time on the following day or on such other 
day as the members present may determine. If at such adjourned 
meeting the quorum is not present those members who are present 
shall be the quorum and may transact the business for which the 
meeting was called — one partner representing a firm , but two or 
more partners of one firm being present only to count as one Member 
of the Chamber. That seven clear days 5 notice shall be given befoie 
any resolution proposing changes in the Rules of the Chanibei be 
brought forward, and that such notice be given in writing to the 
Secretary, who shall circulate it for the information of the Members 
of the Chamber. 

IV. The Chamber reserves to itself the right of expulsion in case of 
need, to be decided at a General Meeting by a majority of three-fouiths 
of the Members present at such General Meeting duly convened. 

V. The subscription of each firm or Member of the Chamber sliall 
be Rs. 15 per month, and the charge for a copy of each of the 
publications to Members be Rs. 20 per mensem. 

VI. The affairs and funds of the Association shall be managed by a 
Committee of nine ordinary Members, consisting of the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of the Chamber and seven Members ; and m the 
event of the elected representative of the Chamber in the Legislative 
Council of His Excellency the Governor in Council not being a 
Member of the Committee at the time of his nomination, he shall also 
be ex-officio a Member of the Committee during his term of office. 
The Chairman or Deputy Chairman, as the case may be, shall* be ex - 
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in their absence the Committee 

hall elect their own Chairman. Three to be a quorum. 

VII. The following shall be the rules with respect to the election 
of the Committee : — 

l. The Committee shall consist of nine ordinary Members, one of 
whom shall hold the office of Chairman, and another that of 
Deputy Chairman of whom the two latter officers shall be 
elected by ballot. The elected representative of the Cham- 
ber in the Legislative Council of the Governor of Bom- 
bay shall also be ex-officio a Member of Committee during 
his term of office, i 
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% A separate ballot for the election of Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman shall take place annually on different days, be- 
tween the 1st and 20th of December in each year, as may 
be fixed by the then sitting Committee : the election of 
Chairman shall take place first. The new Committee shall 
take office on the 1st of January in each year, and con- 
tinue to act until the 31st December following. Should 
any delay take place in the election of the new Committee, 
the retiring Committee shall hold office until the new 
Committee is foimed. 

3. In order that the various interests connected with the 

Chamber may be fully represented on the Committee, there 
shall be at least four Mercantile , Members, and it is 
desirable that the remainder should severally represent tjie 
Banking, Bailway and Shipping interests. 

4. Two members of one Firm should not be on the Committee at 

the same time. 

5. No Member of the Chamber shall give more than one vote 
* for a candidate, 

6. The Secretary of the Chamber shall circulate among the 

Members the names of all the gentlemen who aie eligible 
for election, seven clear days before the election takes place. 

7. The retiring Committee shall appoint two days for the elec- 

tion of Chairman, and two days for the election of Deputy 
Chairman, which shall be duly advertised, upon which the 
balloting shall take place. The ballot-box shall be open 
from 10 a.m till 4 p.m. on each day. 

8. The voting shall be by papeis signed by the Members and 

deposited in the ballot-box on the days appointed by the 
Committee. 

9. The retiring Committee shall appoint two Scrutineers, who, 

at 4 p.m. on the second day of each ballot, shall open the 
box and declare the result. 

10. Those who have the largest number of votes for the offices of 

Chairman and Deputy Chairman, shall be considered duly 
elected. In the event of the gentleman at the head of the 
list for the Chairmanship or Deputy Chairmanship refusing 
to act, or of both refusing to act, theie shall be a fresh 
election for either or both offices. 

11. In the event of an equality of votes preventing the due 

election of either office-bearer, the Members of the Chamber 
- shall vote afresh in the manner above laid down. 
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12. The remaining Ordinary Members of the Committee shall be 

nominated by the retiring Committee, in conjunction with 
the newly elected Chairman and Deputy Chairman ; such 
nomination to be submitted to the Chamber at a General 
Meeting for confirmation. 

13. In the event of a vacancy in the Committee, the remaining 

Members shall have the power of filling it up, unless it be 
a vacancy in the Chairmanship which shall in all cases be 
the subject of a special ballot. A vacancy shall be con- 
sidered ipso facto to occur if a Member remain absent from 
Bombay for more than two months. 

14. Those eligible for seats on the Committee are partners in 

firms who are Members, or managers holding powers of 
attorney ; the officers in charge of Banking and Shipping 
establishments ; the representatives of Railways and Joint 
Stock Companies ; and those who are Members in their 
own right, 

VIIL All questions before the Committee shall be decided by a 
majority, the Chairman having a second or casting vote in case^of an 
equality of voters. 

IX. The Committee shall meet on Friday, or on such other ^day as 
may be found by them most convenient, of every week, to receive 
and dispose of all communications and references, and to take under 
their consideration generally all matters embraced in the objects of the 
Chamber ; and their proceedings shall be laid on the table for the in- 
spection of all Members, subject to such regulations as they may make. 

X. General Meetings of the Chamber shall be held quarterly, and 
at such other times as may be decided upon by the Committee, for 
the purpose of discussing any measures of public interest w^ich may 
arise, and the Committee of the Chamber shall be entrusted with the 
selection of subjects for discussion at such Meetings, and they shall 
give notice of the same to the Members at least three days before the 
Meeting. The Annual General Meeting shall be held in the month 
of January, on such day as the Committee for the time being shall 
direct, and seven days’ notice shall be given of such Meeting. A 
Special General Meeting shall be called by the Chairman, or by his 
order, or, if there be no Chairman, by the Secretary, within seven 
days after the receipt of a requisition from any three Members of the 
Chamber, but a majority of Members qualified to vote at a Meeting 
shall be required to constitute such General Meeting. All General 
Meetings of the Chamber shall be advertised in the newspapers. 
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XI. The Committee are authorised to provide suitable accommo- 
dation for the meeting of the Chamber, to pay all expenses of the 
establishment, and to control generally the management of the affairs 
of the Chamber. 

XII. All moneys or funds of the Chamber, as received, shall he 
paid into the hands of the Treasurer or Treasurers for the time being 
and the same shall be available by cheques signed by the Chairman 
or in his absence by the Acting Chairman for the time being, and by 
one other Member of the Committee ; and an Auditor shall be 
appointed by the Members annually to audit the accounts of the 
Chamber. 

XIII. A Secretary shall be appointed by a majority of Members 
in such way as the Committee for the time being may point out ; 
and it shall be the duty of such Secretary to keep the records and 
accounts of the Chamber, to collect subscriptions, handing the same 
over to the Treasurer, to conduct correspondence, and to act generally 
under the directions of the Committee. 

XIV. All the proceedings of the Committee shall be subject to 
approval or otherwise of General Meetings duly convened. 

XV. • Any stranger engaged or interested in mercantile pursuits 
visiting the Presidency may be introduced as a visitor by any Member 
of tbe Chamber inserting his name in a book to be kept for the purpose, 
but a residence of two months shall subject him to the rule for the 
admission of Members. 

XVI. Honorary Members . — Gentlemen distinguished for public 
services, or eminent in commerce and manufactures, may be elected 
Honorary Members of the Chamber, and as such shall be exempted 
from paying subscriptions. 

XVII. An Annual Report of the proceedings shall be made, 
and copies sent to the similar Associations in India, China, and 
elsewhere. 

XVIII. The foregoing Rules shall be added to, or altered, only by 
a majority of Members of the Chamber. 

XIX. The foregoing Rules shall be copied into a book, to be kept 
with the records of the Chamber, and shall be printed, and a copy 
delivered to each Member. 
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Bides of the Chamber as to the manner in which the Elective Trustees 
of the Port shall be elected. 

1. The names of those who wish to become candidates to be sent in 
to the Secretary of the Chamber seven clear days before the election 
takes place. 

2. The Committee of the Chamber shall circulate the names of the 
applicants three clear days before the election. 

3. The Committee shall appoint two days, which shall be duly 
advertised, upon which the balloting shall take place. The ballot-box 
shall be open from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. on each day. 

4. Votes may be given either in person or through any one duly 
authorized by a member of the Chamber. 

r o. The Committee shall appoint two scrutineers who, at 4 p.m. 
on the second day of the ballot, shall open the box and declare the 
result. 

6. The candidates who have the largest number of votes shall be 
declared duly elected. 

7. In the event of an equality of votes preventing the due election 
of any of the candidates, the members of the Chamber shall vote afresh 
in the manner above laid down. 

o 

8. In the event of a casual vacancy or the temporary absence of a 
Trustee, the above course shall be followed in the appointment of a 
substitute. 


RULES FOR THE ELECTION OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILLORS. 

Buies of the Chamber as to the manner in which the Members of the 
Municipal Corporation to be appointed by the Chamber in accord- 
ance with the City of Bombay Municipal Act III . of 1888, shall be 
elected. r 

1. The names of those who wish to become candidates to be sent in 
to the Secretary of the Chamber seven clear days before the election 
takes place. 

2. The Committee of the Chamber shall circulate the names of the 
applicants three clear days before the election. 

3. The Committee, with the concurrence of the Municipal Commis- 
sioner, shall appoint a day, which shall be duly advertised, upon which 
the balloting shall take place. The ballot-box shall be open from 
10 a.m. till 4 p.m. on that day. 
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Votes may be given either in person or through any one duly 
authorised by a member of the Chamber ; but the voting shall be in 
the manner prescribed for the election of the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the Chamber. 

5. The Committee shall appoint two scrutineers who, at 4 p.m. on 
the day of the ballot, shall open the box and declare the result. 

6. The candidates who have the largest number of votes shall be 
'declared duly elected. 

7. In the event of an equality of votes preventing the due election 
of any of the candidates, the members of the Chamber shall vote afresh 
in the manner above laid down. 

8. In the event of a casual vacancy the above course shall he fol» 
lowed in filling the vacancy. 


COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY. 

•Rules for the election of a representative of the Chamber to be proposed, 
to H. E. the (Governor in Council for nomination as an Additional 
Member of the Council of the Governor of Bombay for the purpose 
of Making Laws and Regulations , under Section 1 (4) of the Indian 
Coifiicils Act , 1892, for Bombay , and Notification of the Legislative 
Department of the Government of Bombay , under date of 3 Oth 
March 1893. 

(1) rtte election shall be by ballot on such day as the Committee of 
the Chamber for the time being shall appoint. 

(2) Seven clear days’ notice of the day fixed shall be given to mem- 
bers by circular or advertisement or both. 

(3) A list of the persons eligible for election shall be circulated to 
members by the Secretary seven clear days before the day of election. 

(4) Those eligible for election shall be partners in firms who are 
Members or Managers holding powers of attorney; the officers in 
charge of banking and shipping establishments, the representatives 
of railways and joint-stock companies, and those who are members in 
their own right. 

(5) The voting shall be by papers signed by members and deposited 
in the ballot box which shall be placed in the Chamber from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. of the appointed day. 

(6) Two scrutineers appointed by the Committee shall open the 
ballot-box at 4 p.m. on the appointed day and declare the result. 

(7) The gentleman who has the largest number of votes shall be 
declared duly elected ; but in the event of an equality of votes for two 
or more nominees, the Members of the Chamber shall vote afresh in 
the manner above laid down. 

(8) In the event of a casual vacancy the above course shall be 
followed in electing a nominee to fill the vacancy. 
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Seeing it to be desirable that questions affecting the prevailing 
customs of trade in Bombay should be settled in such a way that the 
decisions arrived at may be properly recorded, and stand thereafter as 
precedents to regulate the settlement of similar disputes, it was 
decided by the Chamber, at a General Meeting held on 3rd August, 
1880, to try and institute such a system as it might be hoped would 
attain this object. References to the Chamber shall be open to all 
persons ; and if any question affecting, or subject to, the custom of 
the trade of Bombay be submitted, with the mutual consent of those 
interested, to the Committee of the Chamber, the latter will take it 
into consideration, and, if they consider it desirable, will appoint a 
Special Sub-Committee of Arbitration for its settlement under the 
following Regulations 

1.— A Sub-Committee shall consist of three members, of whom 
at least one should belong to the General Committee cl the 
Chamber. 

-2.— A record book shall be kept in which all details shall be en- 
tered both as to the questions in dispute, the decisions ot 
the Committee, &c., &c. This book shall be open to all 
members of the Chamber. 

3. — The Sub-Committee may refer to the General Committee for 

instructions on any point of difficulty. 

4. — With the concurrence of those interested, the Sub-Committee 

may take counsel’s opinion or the evidence of experts, at 
the expense of the disputants. 

5. — The Sub-Committee may decline to express an opinion on the 

plea that points of law are involved in the case. 

8.— A unanimous opinion expressed by the Sub-Committee shall 
be at once communicated to the parties interested by the 
General Committee. 

7. — Any member of the Sub-Committee dissenting from the con- 

clusion arrived at by the other two may communicate his 
reasons for dissenting when the Report is handed in to the 
General Committee. 

8. — An opinion given by the Sub-Committee from which dissent 

is expressed by any of the members shall be reconsidered 
by the General Committee. 
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S.— If, out of the General Committee, not less than three members 
consider that the expression of dissent is justified, the Sub- 
Committee may be asked to reconsider the case. 

10. — If, on reconsideration, the opinion of the Sub-Committee re- 

mains unchanged, the decision shall be communicated to 
the parties interested by the General Committee. 

11. — It shall be open to the General Committee to record, in such 

way as they may consider best, any cases which may be 
useful as precedents in establishing the custom of the Port. 

12. — A fee of Rupees Thirty shall be payable to the Secretary of 

the Chamber by each of the parties to the Arbitration, on 
filing their case, and shall be distributed as follows:— 
Rs. 15 to the General Funds of the Chamber, and the re- 
mainder equally among the arbitrators. 

13. — In a laborious case, involving the taking of evidence and 

more than two sittings, the fees shall be fixed by the 
General Committee, and distributed in the proportions 
above indicated. Any extra expenses incurred shall be 
borne by the disputants. 


The following addition to the regulations for Committees 
of Arbitration was passed at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Chamber held on 18th January 1891 : — 

In the event of both parties to a dispute wishing to refer the 
matter to the settlement of the Chamber without, in the first 
instance, appointing a surveyor on either side, the Committee 
may undertake to deal with such disputes provided both 
parties agree to abide by the Chamber’s decision. The fee in 
such cases shall be Rs. 20, of which Rs. 15 shall be paid to the 
arbitrator and the balance to the General Funds of the 
Chamber. 



RULES FOR SURVEYS AND ARBITRATIONS ON' 
PIECE-GOODS. 


As agreed upon with the Native Piece-Goods Merchants' Association * 
2%th January 1885. 

I. — Buyer and seller to have the option of selecting either an 
European or a Native Surveyor. 

II. — The Native Surveyors to be chosen from among the following 
gentlemen : — 

Mr. Madhowjee Thakersey, 

JS Jivram Vassonji. 

„ Rowjee Naranjee, of Messrs. Ruttonsey Canji. 

„ Chaturbhoj Shivjee. 

„ Purshotum Cooverjee, of Messrs. Tricumdas Purshotum. 

„ Vithaldas Khetsey, of Messrs. Purshotam Luxmidas. 

„ Purshotam Govindjee, of Messrs. JDamoder Haridas. 

„ Kali das Mulchund, of Messrs. Jivram Vussonji. 

„ Gordhandas Khimji. 

„ Jaithabhai Valjee. 

„ Purshotam Govindjee, of Messrs. Purshotam Govindjee Sc Co. 

„ Jewraj Dyal, of Messrs. Ghella Dayal, 4 

„ Ragowji Kanji, of Messrs. Muljee Padamsey. 

„ Yaljee Sunderji. 

„ Hemraj Canji. 

Morarji Veljee. 

„ Lakhmidas Bhimjee, of Messrs. Bhimjee Rowjee Sons & Co. 

„ Mathuradas Mowjee, of Messrs. Goeuldas Morarji. 

„ Narandas Ramjee, of Messrs. Ramjee Lakhmidas. 

Rao Saheb Purshotam Oodhowjee, J. P. 

Mr. Girdhardas Jaithabhai. 

„ Laljee Jivraj, of Messrs. Ghella Dayal. 

„ Hariram Velji. 

„ Ruttonsey Damoder, of Messrs. Raghavji Megjee. 

» Morarji Kalianji, of Messrs. Morarji Cullianji & Co, 

III— In the event of a dispute between Surveyors, the Surveyors 
to have the right, with the consent of their principals, to choose any 
umpire they can agree on t 

But in the event of both principals not consenting, or in the event 
of the Surveyors not being able to agree together on an umpire, then 
the dispute must be referred to the Special Committee appointed by 
the Chamber of Commerce for purposes of arbitration* 



RULES FOR SURVEYS AND ARBITRATIONS ON PIECE-GOODS. xiii 


IV. — This Special Committee will be composed of the following 
gentlemen or others as the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce- 
for the time being may select 

Mr. H. E. E. Procter and Mr. T. W. Birkett,. of Messrs. Killick, 
Nixon Sc Co. 

„ C. H. Armstrong, of Messrs. Lyon Sc Co. 

„ M. E. Reid, Bombay Company, Limited. 

„ G. M. Wilson and Mr. G. A. Strath, of Messrs* Finlay, Muir 
& Co. 

„ A. Foulkes, of Messrs. Owen & Okell. 

,, G. A. Plimmer and Air. W. G. Mayhew, of Messrs. Forbes. 
Forbes Sc Co., Ld. 

,, H. 0. Coates, of Messrs. J. Duxbury & Co., Ld. 

„ W. H. Crombie, of Messrs. Latham, Abercrombie & Co. 

„ T Sharpies, of Messrs. Kerr, Tarruck & Co. 

,, H. R, Greaves and Mr. L. K. Seddon, of Messrs. Greaves, 
Cotton & Co. 

„ O. Schillizi, Mr. E. Lambrinudi, and Mr. C. G, Nomico, of 
Messrs. Ralli Brothers. 

„ H. Kreis, of Messrs. E. Spmner & Co. 

„ Edwin Yeo and Mr. R. Lean of Messrs. C. Macdonald & Co. 

,, F. W. Shaw and Mr. John Pollard, of Messrs. Fleming, Shaw 
& Co. 

„ E. F. Allum, of Messrs. Aldridge, Salmon & Co., Ld. 

„ J. M. Dick, Mr. W. E. Crum, and Mr. L. Barraclough of 
Messrs. W. and A. Graham & Co. 

, J. Alan Dredge, of Messrs. Ewart Latham & Co. 

,, R. Tileman, of Messrs. Schroder Smidt & Co. 

„ L. B. Ker of Messrs. Ritchie Steuart Sc Co. 

„ G. Ostermayer and Mr. H. Heberlem of Messrs. Ostermayer 
& Co. 

„ C. Wegmann of Messrs. Yolkart Brothers, 

„ C. H, B. Forbes and Mr. W. F. Hamilton of Messrs. C. H. B. 
Forbes Sc Co. 

„ J. Fairclough of Messrs. Ewing Sc Co. 

,, J. Tiedemann, of Messrs. Moll, Schutte Sc Co. 

V. — The selection of arbitrators from this Special Committee will 
rest with the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce for the time 
being, one arbitrator being appointed to decide each appeal. 

VI. — The fee for each arbitration will be Rs. 15, of which 
Rs. 5 to be paid to the Chamber and Rs. 10 to the arbitrator, loser 
paying subject to the provisions of the rule following. 

VII. — It is to be understood that in the event of it being proved 
to the satisfaction of Surveyors that the importing house had previous- 
ly offered an allowance in settlement of the dealer’s claim equal to, or 
more than, the allowance granted by the Surveyors, then the whole 
cost of the survey shall fall on the dealers. On the other hand, if it 
be proved to the satisfaction of Surveyors that the dealer had offered 
to accept an allowance equal to, or less than, the allowance decided on 
by the said Surveyors, then the whole cost of the survey shall fall on 
the importing house. 

VIII. — The award of the umpire whether chosen by the arbitrators 
or appointed by the Committee of the Chamber is to be final, and his 
decision need not necessarily coincide with the opinion of either of 
the two previous arbitrators. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR THE 

MEASUREMENT FOR TONNAGE 
of cotton and other goods in bales or packages 
under the orders of the Bombay Chamber of 
Gommerce. 

Adopted at a General Meeting of the Chamber held on 
6th March, 1901 . 

I. Whereas it is expedient to collate and amend the Rules and 
Regulations for the measurement of goods : 

II. All such Rules and Regulations hitherto in force are hereby 
rescinded and the following are substituted therefor with effect from 
the 1st April, 1901. 

III. In the following Rules and Regulations and in any Orders 
that may from time to time be issued by the General Committee of 
the Chamber of Commerce under Rule XVII ; — 

(a) Measurer shall mean a measurer appointed by the Committee 

of the Chamber of Commerce for the purposes of these^lules. 

(b) Measurement shall mean measurement by such measurer. 

{ c ) Shipper shall mean the person shipping the goods or his 
representative. 

(d) Quay shall mean a place in the Docks or at one of the 
Bunders recognised for the regular shipment of goods. 

(e) Vessel shall mean a vessel propelled by sail or steam and not 

being used for the conveyance of goods from the Quay 
to another vessel in the Port of Bombay. 

(f) Boat shall mean a vessel, lighter, or craft used for the con- 
veyance of goods from the Quay to a Vessel in the Port of 
Bombay. 

{g) Packages shall mean a bale, case, barrel, cask, bag or other 
receptacle subject to measurement. 

ih) Consignment shall mean the whole quantity of one commodity 
subject to measurement to be shipped by one shipper in one 
vessel. 

{%) Lot shall mean a package or number of packages forming, 
part of a consignment and presented by one shipper at one 
time for measurement. 

IV. Public Measurers shall be appointed under the authority of the 
Chamber of Commerce and stationed at the different quays to measure 
packages. 

V. Fees, the amount of which shall from time to time be fixed 
under the Orders of the General Committee of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, shall be levied in accordance with such Orders on all goods, 
presented for measurement. 
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¥1, No measurements shall be held good except such as are taken 
by a Measurer and with instruments bearing the stamp of the Cham* 
her of Commerce. 

VII. Such instruments shall be supplied and issued to the Me& - 
stirers by the Chamber of Commerce. 

VIII. All instruments shall be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce at intervals to be prescribed by the Committee 
and a register of such inspections shall be kept. 

IX. Measurers shall be responsible for the good order of their 
instruments and for the prompt return to the Secretary of the Cham- 
ber of such as are defective or doubtful. 

X. The Chamber's stamp borne by instruments that are found fey 
the Secretary to be defective shall be by him defaced. 

XI. Instruments on which the Chamber’s stamp has been defaced 
may be re-stamped under the directions of the Secretary when they 
are in good order. 

XII. Measurers shall give certificates of measurement which must 
accompany the packages to the vessel and shall furnish the shipper 
■tfith a copy thereof. This certificate shall show : — 

(а) The date, hour and place of Measurement. 

(б) The name of the Shipper. 

(c) «The name of the Vessel. 

( d ) The Port of destination. 

(e) The number and description of packages. 

(/) The Marks. 

( g ) The Measurement and in the case of goods shipped by boats 
(, h ) The registered number of the boat. 

(i) The Tindal’s name. 

XIII. Provided always that the Measurer may withhold or recall 
shell certificate on his having reasonable cause to believe that an 
^regularity in the matter of shipment has been or is being committed 
in respect of the goods to which such certificate relates. 

XIV. The goods measured shall be alongside the vessel within 
thirty-six hours after measurement, weather permitting, or the certi- 
ficate shall be void and the packages shall be re-measured on board, 
written notice being given by the owner, agent or master of the ship 
to the shipper and to the Measurer respectively. 

XV. Shippers shall as far as possible see that their goods are so 
arranged for measurement as not to retard the work of the Measurers. 

XVI. The Salaries of the Measurers and all other expenses 
connected with this system of measurement shall he paid by the 
Chamber of Commerce from the Fee Fund raised under these Rules* 



BULES AN? EEGIHAtIONS. 


xri 

XVII. The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce are hereby 
authorised to appoint and maintain such staff of measurers and assist- 
ants, to fix and to pay such salaries to that staff, to fix and to collect 
such fees, to isBue and from time to time to modify such orders, and to 
•do all other such acts and things as may in their opinion be necessary 
for the proper and economical working of the system in conformity 
with the general principles herein laid down. 


Orders for the Conduct of Measurement of Goods 
for Tonnage by Public Measurers in the 
Port of Bombay. 

Issued by the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
on the 20 th March 1901 in pursuance of Section XVII of the 
Buies and Regulations adopted at a General Meeting of the 
Chamber held on the Qtk March 1901. 

(1) . All Orders hitherto in force for the governance of Measurers 
are hereby rescinded and the following are instituted with effect from 
the 1st April, 1901. 

(2) . The Measurers shall be in attendance on the Quays to which 
they are appointed whenever there are goods to be measured. During 
the busy season Measurers are expected to be on duty early and late. 

(3) . All Measurement Fees shall be paid to the Measurement Fee 
Clerk, and no goods shall be measured without the production of 
the Custom House Pass bearing the endorsement of the said clerk 
to the effect that the fees have been paid. 

(4) . The shipper of goods shall* if and when required in writing 
by the agent, owner or master of the vessel so to do, give notice in 
writing to the said agent, owner or master of the time when and the 
place where his goods will be ready for measurement ; and the said 
agent, owner or master shall thereupon notify to the Measurer at 
what time or times he should, if possible, attend. 

(5) . The whole of the packages forming a consignment of not more 
than thirty-two packages must be deposited on the Quay before 
measurement is taken. 

(6) . Consignments of more than thirty-two packages may be present- 
ed for measurement in lots of not less than thirty-two packages, 
provided always that each lot as soon as it is measured, is loaded 
into boats or shipped and that no unmeasured lot is mixed with 
a measured lot Provided also that a final lot of less than thirty- 
two packages, being the complement of a consignment of mote than 
thirty-two packages, may be measured separately* 
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(7) . Shippers failing to have each lot as soon as measured loaded 
Into boats or shipped ; or shippers mixing unmeasured goods with 
measured goods or permitting them to be mixed ; or shippers 
retarding the work of the Department by failing to move with 
reasonable promptitude the bales required by the Measurer to be 
moved for the proper performance of his duties ; or shippers attempt- 
ing to elude these regulations, any such persons or their representa- 
tives may be required by the Measurer to deposit on the Quay the 
whole complement of their consignment before measurement is taken. 
In all cases when such requisition is made, the Measurer making it 
shall briefly report in writing to the Secretary the name of the 
shipper against whom the goods in respect of which, and the reason 
for which it has been made. 

(8) . A measurer withholding or recalling a certificate under* 
Section XIII of the Rules and Regulations adopted on the 6th March 
1901 shall likewise briefly report to the Secietary in writing. 

(9) . Xo goods shall be measured otherwise than on a quay except- 
ing under the special conditions contemplated under Rule XIV and 
Order *21. 

(10) . Each and every package in a lot of packages not of uniform 
dimensions shall be measured individually. This Rule shall not 
apply to lots of pressed bales ftom various presses if the shipper 
arrange such diverse bales according to their respective dimensions 
separately on the quay. 

(11) . In regard to packages of uniform dimensions, the Measurer 
shall use his judgment as to the proportion of such goods he should 
measure ; but such proportion shall in no case be less than five per 
centum of each lot. Care must be taken by the Measurers that they 
are not induced to measure packages that do not fairly represent the 
average, * 

(12) . In no case shall a shipper's man or men be allowed to put the 
callipers on a package. A peon of the Chamber holding the Callipers 
may, when standing exactly in front, pull them tight with hi 3 
hands, but not when standing on one side, nor shall he ever be allowed 
to pull the Callipers towards his chest or side or to put his shoulder 
to them. 

(13) . In measurement for length, care must be taken that the legs of 
the Callipers touch the ground, and that bales when being measured 
lie in the same position as when in the press. Measurement of bales 
f$r depth and breadth shall be taken on the ends, half the number of 
bales being measured on the marked end and half on the other end. 

cc— 3 



xviii BOXES* AND REGULATIONS. 


(14) . Measurers when measuring pressed bales shall ascertain 
whether all are from one press or not and under orders (10) and (11) 
of these orders shall further ascertain how many bales there are from 
each press and shall give measurement accordingly and show on the 
certificate the number of bales to which each measurement relates. 

(15) . In cases where the shipper shall hand to the Measurer a letter 
from the owner, agent or master of the vessel authorising the Mea* 
surer to accept for measurement and calculation of average such pac- 
kages as the said shipper may reserve for such measurement, the 
Measurer shall measure the packages so reserved and give 
certificate on the basis of their measurement, provided that such 
packages represent not less than five per centum of the entire consign- 
ment. 

* (16). The scale of Measurement fees leviable under Rules V. and 
XVII. shall he as follows : — 

(a) On Cotton, Wool, Hemp, Twist (white and 

coloured) Rags, and waste in pressed bales pies 3 per bale. 

(&) On Gunny bales from Calcutta, Hides and Skins, 

Piece-goods, and all goods not included under 

(a) in packages of diverse dimensions . anna 1 per package* 

Subject to a rebate of pies 9 per package on the 

Measurer’s certifying thar the lot measured 

consisted of not less than 32 packages all of 

uniform dimensions. 

(c) On goods of any description measured on board 

a vessel , anna 1 per package, 

( d ) When the work of the Department admits of 

such an arrangement the exclusive services of 
a Measurer for a day may be secured on pay- 
ment to the Secretary of a fee of Ks. 10* 

{«) The attendance of a measurer on a Sunday 
or one of the Charter-Party Holidays when 
the Docks are closed may be secured on ap- 
plication to the Secretary accompanied by the 
sum of Rs. 10, which shad be paid by him to 
the Measurer appointed by him to attend, 

CO The attendance of a measurer for night duty 
may be secured in the same manner a? above, 
but on payment of a fee of Rs. 16, which shall 
likewise be made over to the Measurer ap- 
pointed. 

(17). All disputes as to the applicability of (c) under Rule XIY 
shall be referred to the Weather Working Days Committee of the 
Chamber and the decision of that Committee shall be final. With 
respect to (c) a refund of pies 6 per package will be made on declara- 
tion of the said Committee emitted on the invitation of the Claimant 
that the Bfcate of the weather during the thirty-six hours of grace allow- 
ed had been such as to justify the shipper’s delay in bringing the good® 
alongside, 
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(18) . Refund of Measurement Fees in full shall be made in respect 
of a consignment or portion of a consignment shut out after measure- 
ment. 

(19) '. Refund of Measurement Fees shall not be made for any sum 
less than one Rupee. 

(20) . All claims for Refund of Measurement Fees shall be made to 
the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce who shall allow or 
disallow such claims in conformity with' these Orders, but no Claim 
for Refund of Measurement Fees shall be allowed unless presented 
within one month from the date of the sailing of the vessel concerned. 

(21) . Each Measurer shall keep a Dispute Book and it shall be com- 
petent for any shipper or the owner, agent or master of a vessel who 
disputes the correctness of a measurement given in respect of goods 
being shipped by him to call for the said Dispute Book, which th^ 
Measurer shall produce at once and to enter therein either in English 
a claim to have the goods in question or any portion of them remeasur- 
ed. And on the said shippers or the owner, agent or master of a vessel 
depositing with the Measurer the sum of annas 2 for each package to 
be remtasured, the Measurer shall at once remeasure such package or 
packages in such a manner that the shipper or the owner, agent or 
master of a vessel can see whether the measurement is correctly taken 
and shaft give to the shipper or the owner, agent- or master of a vessel’ 
a certificate of the measurement so found and write thereon the words 
“ Protested Certificate. Fee Paid Rs....... . ” and the sum so paid. 

The Measurer shall immediately thereafter forward to the Secretary a. 
statement of the case together with the amount of the Fee received. 

(22) . Should a shipper demand remeasurement under order (21> 
and should such remeasurement in the opinion of the Committee- 
show the original measurement not to have been substantially cor- 
rect, the eStra fee of annas 2 per package shall be refunded to the 
shipper on demand and the case reported to the Committee. 

(23) . Every measurer shall receive a book of temporary measure- 
ment slips together with indelible pencil and carbon paper for making 
such slips in triplicate. The measurer will retain the first copy 
and from it write up his certificates as he now writes them from hi& 
pocket book ; the second copy he will hand to the shippers at the time 
of measurement and the third to the ship agent’s representative on- 
demand. 

By order of the Committee, 
FREDERICK NQEL-PATOF, Secretary 



GENERAL RATES OF COMMISSION 


fable of General Bates of Commission chargeable in Bombay , a 
revised by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce , and adoptei 
at the General Meeting held on the 20 th June , 1889, 


Import, Export, and General Business. 

Per Ceni 


I. On effecting insurance on amount insured ... 

. On settling insurance losses, whether partial or total, also 
on procuring return of premium, exclusive of commission 
on receipt of cash . . 

3. On the sale or purchase of goods of all denominations 

(except as under) 

4. On purchases of all kinds with the proceeds of goods sold, 

and on which a commission of 2^ per cent, has been previ- 
* ously charged 

5. On the sale or purchase of ships, of opium, and of diamonds, 

pearls, and jewellery of all descriptions ... 

6. On the sale or purchase of treasure or bullion 

7. On the sale or purchase of cattle 

8. On goods consigned which are disposed of by auction or sen\ 

to a shop, on net proceeds .. 

9. On goods consigned and afterwards withdrawn, invoice cost. 

10. On guaranteeing the responsibility of persons to whom goods 

are sold on the amount of sale . .... 

II. On attending the delivery of contract goods to the Govern- 

ment or individuals 

12. On collecting house rent v,. 

13. On sale or purchase of private Bills of Exchange 

14. On effecting remittances by Bills of Exchange 

15. On exchanging Government Securities of all descriptions, or 

investing money therein, and on transferring Government 
Paper from one constituent to another 

16. On surrendering or depositing in the Treasury Government 

Securities of all descriptions 

17. On recovering of bonds, or of bills for absentees overdue at 

the time of their being placed in the possession of the Agent. 

18. On debts when a process at law or by arbitration is necessary. 

19. On debts when recovered without process of law or arbitra- 

tion ..... 

20. On managing the affairs of the estate for an executor or 

administrator ... . . 

21. On recovering funds from a bankrupt estate 

On guaranteeing bills, bonds or debts in general, by endors- 

22. ment or otherwise * 


i 

1 

2£ 

1 

l 

1 

5 

2$ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

h 


* 

1 

2& 


5 

h 
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Pei; Cent. 

23. On bills of exchange returned, noted or protested ... ... | 

24;. On granting and cashing letters of credit . . ... ... I 

25. On depositing Government paper as security for constituents. 1 

Native Consignments. 

23. The recognised rate of commission in England on the sale of 
consignments from Bombay shall be 2J per cent., exclusive 
of brokerage and guarantee, and the same is added to the 
Scale of Commissions sanctioned by the Chamber. 

Shipping Business. 

27. On procuring freight . .. ... .. . 2£ 

“ When the freight is payable in sterling, the Commission 

shall be calculated on the sterling amount at the following 
rates for Bank Bills, viz., at the rate for 6 months > sight 
Bank Bills when the freight is by sailing ships, and at the 
rate for 3 months' sight Bank Bills when, by steamers.” 
Brokerage, when actually incurred, shall be considered a 
legitimate charge in ship’s accounts. 

28. On collecting freight . . 2J 

29. On tendering a vessel (if accepted) for the conveyance of 

troops ; on the amount of the charter party . 2£ 

30. On shipping goods of every description on which no commis- 

sion for the purchase has been charged 1 

31. On shipping treasure, bullion, and jewellery , £ 

32. On ship's disbursements when not m funds 1 

33. On account of passage-money, whether the same passes 

through the Agent’s hands or not . 5 

34. For executing orders to Charter or engage Tonnage in Bom- 

bay or at outports 2£ 

35. On realizing Bottomry Bonds or negotiating any loan on 

respondentia . . . .1 

36. On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel in distress, 

stranded, or wrecked, or on landing or selling by auction 
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting as Agent 
for the Master on behalf of all concerned,— on the declared 
value of all such goods as may be re-shipped, and on net 
proceeds of all such goods as may be publicly sold 1 

If Opium, Indigo, Haw Silk or Silk Goods . . 1 

If Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery . J 

37. On moneys expended, i.e., on all disbursements made in 

efforts to save Ship or Cargo . . . . .21 


Note applicable to Bates of Commission generally.— When the amount 
on which commission is payable is stated in rupees, the commission 
shall be calculated in that currency ; and when in sterling at the rate 
provided for under Rule 27 of the General Bates of Commission which 
fixes the rate H on procuring freights 



SHIP FREIGHT INWARDS TO BOMBAY, 

PAYABLE IN BOMBAY. 


The Resolutions passed at the Special General Meeting of the 
Chamber on the 22nd March, 1871, regulating the payment in Bombay 
of Freight Inward to Bombay, were, at the General Meeting on the 9th 
August, 1876, in consequence of the altered condition of Exchange, 
cancelled as on the 1st January, 1877,. from which date payment will 
be regulated in conformity with the following Resolution ; — 

** That the conversion into Indian currency of sterling freight 
inward to Bombay, payable in Bombay, shall; unless otherwise 
stipulated, be made at the rate for Bank Bills on London 
payable on demand ; and that the rate ruling at the close of a 
mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose during the 
subsequent week/* 


SHIP FREIGHT OUTWARDS FROM BOMBAY 

PAYABLE IN BOMBAY. 


Resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber 
held on* 26th January, 1888 ■“ That the resolution passed by the 

Chamber on 31st October, 1876, regarding ship freight outwards 
from Bombay, payable in Bombay, be altered as follows That 
freight outward from Bombay, stated in sterling,, payable in Bombay 
(in the absence of any stipulation in the shipping order or charter 
party to the contrary), shall be converted into Indian currency at the' 
rate for bank bills on London payable on demand ; and that the rate 
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable for bills of 
lading presented during the subsequent week ; on difference of 
freight 4£ per cent, as customary in the case of sailing ships and 2* 
for steamers being allowed as discount to cover cost of insurance and 
interest until the due date of the freight.” 
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ANTEDATING BILLS OF LADING. 

Resolution passed at the Special General Meeting of the Chamber 
on 22nd July, 1881 

“ That having considered the question of anti-dating bills of lading, 
either on dock receipts or for goods alongside, the Chamber is of 
opinion that such a proceeding is open to most serious objections and 
might involve grave responsibilities.” 

SHUT-OUT CARGO. 

Resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber 
held on 30fch January, 1889 

% 

“ That the Resolution passed at the Special General Meeting of the 
Chamber on 22nd J uly, 1881, respecting shut-out. cargo, be amended as 
follows That incases when shipping orders have been issued without 
any special stipulation in respect of shut-out cargo, the shipper, pro- 
vided he has fulfilled the terms of his shipping order, shall have the 
right? to demand a fresh shipping order in the first going vessel for 
the same port from the agent of the vessel that has failed to take in 
his cargo, and shall also be entitled to recover any losses and additional 
expenses which he may have incurred through his cargo being shut-out. 
If the agent declines or omits to grant this, the shipper should himself 
have the power to engage the necessary tonnage, and to claim on the 
said agent for any difference in freight or other expense to which he 
may have been put,” 

DETENTION OF CARGO BOATS ALONG- 
SIDE VESSELS. 

Resolution passed at the Special General Meeting of the Chamber 
on 22nd July, 1881 

“ That while recognizing the grievance which exists, the Chamber 
is unable to recommend a remedy that would be mutually satisfactory 
to those interested.” 



TONNACE SCALE AT BOMBAY, 

OLD SO ALE. 


STEAMERS. 

. , (-i.-prni Meeting of the Members of the Bombay 

’SaJEsSfiSh tszzxz 

in Europe, in the absence of special agreement to the contrary . 

1 That the Tonnage Scale for steamers shall been the basis of 
- ’ 40 cubic feet and 16 cwt. dead weight to the ton. 

2. That Hides and Skins, whether in bales or bundles, be taken by 

measurement and not by weight. 

o Thafc oil be taken on the outside measurement of the cask- 

4 . Sat when Freight is payable on weight, the same is to be on 

5 ThaTthese^Kules and the subjoined Scale come into force for 
steamers from this date-Tuesday, 8th October, 187 . 

SHIPS. 

At a General Meeting of merchants held in the offices of the Cham- 
, J Commerce Bombay, on the 6th of June, 1856, convened by 
circular under the direction of the Committee of the Chamber, 
William Forsyth Hunter, Esq., Chairman of the Chamber in the 
, ... roa , nronosed by Henry Scott, Esq., of Messrs. Finlay, Scott 
1 Co seconded by John Campbell, Esq., of Messrs. Campbell Mit- 
ten & Co! and unanimously carried -.-“That from and after the 1st 
Of January 1857, the following amended Scale be taken to regulate 
the Trade from Bombay and the Malabar Coast to the United King- 
dom, in the absence of special agreement to the contrary. 

Proposed by James Fleming, Esq., of Messrs. W. Nicol & Co and 
seconded by William Trevor Roper, Esq., of Messrs Lawrence & Co., 
and carried unanimously That the freight on Od be paid on the 
full gauge of the cask, ascertained at the port of discharge. 

Proposed by Thomas Stock Cowie, Esq., of Messrs. Remington & 
Co. and seconded by John Parsons, Esq., of Messrs. Cardwell, 
Parsons & Co., and carried unanimously That when freight is 
payable on weight, the same is to be on the net weight delivered.” 

(Sd.) W. F. HUNTER, Chairman. 



TONNAGE SCALE AT BOMBAY. 
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At the General Meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, held 
on 22nd July, 1881, the following Resolutions were passed : — 

I. That the subject of the revision of the Tonnage Scale be laid 
before the next General Meeting, so that any member 
desiring the re-measurement of any particular article of 
export may have an opportunity of bringing forward his 
proposal by resolution. 

II, That the General Committee be authorized to add new articles 
to the Tonnage Scale after testing them, notice being given 
to members by circular, and to the public by advertise- 
ment, of the time and place of such testing, and that such 
additions, before being formally entered in the Tonnage 
Scale, shall be sanctioned at a General Meeting of the 
Chamber. 

Ill, That in any revision of the Tonnage Scale, which might be 
decided on by the Chamber, or any addition thereto, the 
present basis for ship and steamer tonnage shall tte 
adhered to. 


NEW SCALE. 

At a General Meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, held 
on 20th of July, 1883, the following Resolution was passed : — 

That Rule I, prefixed to the Tonnage Scale be cancelled, and the 
following rule be substituted That the Tonnage Scale for 
steamers shall be on the basis of 40 cubic feet to the ton, 
"but in no case to exceed 20 cwt. dead-weight. 

The Tonnage Scale of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce up to 
1901 consisted of three columns, namely, in the first column 
“ Steamers, old scale,’’ as established under the rules adopted at the 
General Meeting held on 8th October 1872, and under Rules II and 
III adopted at the General meeting held on the 22nd July 1881; 
and in the second column, “ steamers, new scale ” as established under 
the rules adopted at the General Meeting held on 20th July, 1883, 
together with the Rules II and III of 1881 aforesaid : and in the 
third column * l ships 55 as adopted at the General Meeting held on 
the 6th June 1856. Under the aforesaid Rules II and III of 1881, 
various alterations of and additions to the tonnage scale had been 
made from time to time, but the entering of such alterations and 
additions on the New Scale was not accompanied by removal of the 
original entry on the old scale. It was therefore resolved at the 
Annual General Meeting held on 12th March 1902, li that the follow- 
mg rates of tonnage hitherto shown upon the oid scale, and which 
are hereby declared obsolete and void, he entirely deleted from the 
Tonnage Scale Bajree in bags, 1C cwt ; Coffee in bags or Frazils, 
12 cwt ; Copra in robbins, 8 cwt ; Gram in bags, 15 cwt ; Jovari in 
bags, 16 cwt ; Lang in bags, 16 cwt ; Mowra flowers, 16 cwt ; Mussor 
in bags, 16 cwt ; Teel or Gingelly seed, 14 cwt ; Rapeseed, 14 cwt ; 
Mustard, seed 14 ewfc ; Rice in bags, 16 cwt ; Saltpetre, 16 cwt ; 
Wheat 16 cwt, 
cc— 4 
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TONNAGE SCALE AT BOMBAT. 


Articles. 


Aloes, in kegs 

Alum, in bags 

Annato, in cases ... 

Apparel 

Arrowroot, in cases 

Assafoetida, in cases 

Bajree, in bags 

Barilla 

Barley, in bags 

d Bran, in bags (pressed) 

Bo. do. (unpressed) 

Bees' Wax, in cases ... 

Betelnut, in bags . 

Blackwood, in straight square logs 

Bo. otherwise 

Bone-meal and bone-dust 

Bone-meal, in bags, (in accordance with 
the average quality of which a standard! 
is preserved by the Chamber) ... .. 

*Bones, crushed, in bags (as per Standard 
A preserved by the Chamber.) 


Steamers 


*Bo. B Bo. 

*Bo. € Bo. 

Bones, loose 
Books .. 

Borax, in cases 

Bo. in bags 

Buffalo horns, in bundles 
Bullion 


do. 

do. 


To the Ton 
40 feet. 

16 cwt. 

40 feet. 

40 feet. 

40 feet. 

40 feet* 

18 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

15 cwt. 
10 cwt, 

9 cwt. 

40 feet. 

13 cwt* 

40 feet. 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt* 

20 cwt. 



40 feet. 
40 feet. 
16 cwt. 
6 cwt. 
per cent. 


Ships 


To the Ton* 
16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

50 feet 
50 feet. 

50 feet. 

50 feet* 

20 cwt. 

20 cwt* 


50 feet. 
16 cwt. 
50 feet 
20 cwt. 
20 $wt. 


So feet. 
50 feet. 
20 cwt, 
8 cwt. 
per cent. 


* a *. it. — — ■ — * i p's* cent. I per cent 

was following resoi^ 

Se l Ie be ^dedTT!ies™n d a?iLf f “ Cru . 3 , he<i Bon ® ^the C W 

disagreement, either shipper or steamer may olmrrf £ ul ^hoce only. In case of 

thereat £ortteBaBtyeaj .. A survey fee of Rs. ■XnWoTlStaXjrf 
50 a* bag'of SxS meh“ *° be under3tood 88 aot toss than S maunds (of 28 lb« 
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Articles. J 

STE 4MERS 

Ships. 




To the Ton. 

To the Tom 

Camphor, in. cases 


.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Canes, Rattans, in bundles . . 


.. 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Cardamoms, in bundles... 


. 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Cassia Lignea, Fistula, and Buds 


. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Chasum . . «... 


... 

8 cwt. 

10 cwt 

China, Root, in cases 


.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cigars 


♦ 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Cinnamon, in bales 


. . 


6 cwt. 

Do. in cases 



40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cloves, in cases 


... 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags or frazils 


... 

8 cwt. 

10 cwt 

Coals 


•• 

... 

20 cwt 

Cocoa, in bags 


•• 

10 cwt. 

12 cwt 

Cocuhis Indieus, in bags 


... 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Coffee, in cases 



40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. «in bags or frazils 



14 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Coir, in bales ... 


.« 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Do. in bundles or loose 


••• 

5 cwt. 

6 cwt. 

Do, Rope, in coils 


*• 

40 feet. 

8 cwt 

Colocynth, in cases 


*• 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Colombo Root, in bags 


... 

8 cwt. 

14 cwt 

Copra, in robbins 


... 

8 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Do. in bags 


... 

... 

12 cwt. 

Cut Copra, in bags 


.. 

11 cwt. 

... 

Coral, Rough <not specimen), in bags 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Cotton Seed 

... 

. 

13 cwt 

... 

Cotton, in bales 

... 

.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Cowries, in cases 


.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags 

... 

.. 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 


* The following resolution was adopted at the annual General Meeting on 6th 
March lifGl That Cotton Seed, cleaned, be for the present omitted from the 0 ham- 
ber’s Tonnage Seale, and that this alteration he given effect to m the supplement 
now being punted for publication whh tbe report for the past year. 
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Articles, 

Steamers 

Ships. 


To the Ton. 

Co the Ton. 

Cubebs 

10 cwt 

12 cwt. 

Cummin Seed, in cases 4 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cutch or Terra Japomca, in bags or bas- 
kets, unscrewed .. 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

f Cylindrical Packages, Rolls, &c. . . 

40 feet. 

40 feet. 

Dates, wet 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Do, dry ... 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Dhall, crushed, in bags 

17 cwt. 


Dragon’s Blood, in cases 

40 feet 

50 feet. 

Ijjbony, square and straight 

40 feet. 

50 feetj 

Do. otherwise 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Elephants’ Teeth, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bundles , 

14 cwt. 

18 cwt. 

Do. loose 

16 cwt. 

20 c$fc. 

Fennel Seed 

10 cwt. 


Fenugreek or Me they Seed . 

17 cwt. 


Flour, in bags ... 

IS cwt. 

... 

Flour, middlings, or sharps, in bags 

12 cwt. 

... 

Furniture 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Galingals 

10 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Galls, in bags 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Do. m cases 

**• **< M 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Ginger, dry, in cases 

40 feet, ! 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags ... 

10 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Gram, in bags ... . 

17 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Groundnuts, shelled 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Do. unshelled 

6 cwt. 

8 cwt. 

Gums, of all kinds, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Gum Olibanum, in bags .v 

A « . , , . ... 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 


calculation oi ine cubical contents of cylindrical packages ; namelv ihat th» 
th^ r r^^lT? iai ? e ? r hemultiphed iato the length, and one-fifth deducted from. 

Z 'jgMSST ad ° Ptea at * aaA Qecerai Mcetos o£ O* Chamber UeS 
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Articles. 

Steamers 

Seifs. 

Gum (Persian) in double bags ... ) 

Gum (Arabic) „ „ „ ... . / 

To the Ton . 

17 cwt. 

To the Ton. 

Hurtall, in cases 

40 feet. 

60 feet. 

Hemp, m screwed bales 

40 feet. 

60 feet. 

Bo. loose or in bundles M 

5 cwt. 

7 cwt. 

Hides & Skins, in screwed bales ... 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Bo. loose & in small bundles 

40 feet. 

12 cwt. 

Horns, Buffalo and Cow, loose 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Bo. Beer, loose 

6 cwt. 

8 cwt. 

Horn Tips, of any kind 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Indigo, in cases 

40 feet. 

60 feet. 

Iron, old 

20 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Iron Rails 

20 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Jackvfood . 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Jowaree, in bags ... 

18 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Lac By3, in shells or cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Lang, in bags 

18 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Bo. crushed, in bags 

17 cwt. 

... 

Linseed, in bags 

16 cwt. 

18 cwt. 

Mace, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Maize, in bags 

16 cwt. 

... 

Mother-o’-Pearl, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Bo. in bag^ 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Mowra Flowers 

18 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Bo. Seed, in bags 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Munjeet or Madder Root, in cases or bales 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Bo. m bundles or bags 

8 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Musk, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Mussor, in bags 

20 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Myrabolams, in bags ... 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Niger Seed 

14 cwt. 

17 cwt. 
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Articles, 

Steamers 

Ships. 


To the Ton. 

To the Ton. 

Nutmegs, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Nux Vomica, m cases ... 

40 feet. 

50 feefc. 

Do. in bags 

13 cwt. 

16 wet. 

Oil, of any kind, in casks 

40 feet. 

210 Im. gals. 

Do. Co coanut 

11 cwt. 

... 

Oil Seeds— „ _ 

Castor Seed, known as Bold Cawnpore 
description 

10 cwt. 

17 cwfc. 

Castor Seed, other sorts 

13 cwt. 

17 cwt. 

Oil Seeds— 

Teel or Gingelly Seed 

15 cwfc. 


* Rape Seed 

16 cwfc. 

... 

Mustard Seed . 

16 cwt. 


Opium .. 

per chest. 

per chest, 

Paddy, in bags 

13 cwfc. 

16 cwt. 

Pepper, in bags 

13 cwfc. 

16 Cwt. 

Pimento 

12 cwt. 

14 cwt. 

Plumbago, in bags ... . 

16 cwt. 

20cwt. 

Pollards, in bags 

10 cwt. 

... 

Poppy Seed, in bags <l£ cwt.)j 

14 cwt. 

17 cwt. 

Bo. double bags (1£ „ ) 

13 cwfc. 

16 cwfc. 

Poppy Seed, single bags (1£ cwfc.) j 

14 cwfc. 

17 cwfc. 

Do. double bags (li „ ) ] 

14 cwt. 

17 cwfc, 

Rattans, in bundles 

13 cwfc. 

16 cwt. 

Do. Ground 

13 cwfc. 

• 16 cwt. 

RedWood 

13 cwt. 

16 cwfc. 

Rhubarb, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Riee, in bags 

18 cwfc. 

20 cwfc. 

Safflower, in eases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Bo. in screwed bales 

40 feefc. 

50 feefc. 

Bo. in bags 

8 cwfc. 

10 cwfc. 

Safflower Seed (Kurdai Seed or Kasumba), 
in bags ... 

13 cwfc. 


Sago, in cases 

40 feefc. 

50 feefc. 
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Articles. 

Steamers 

Ships. 


To the Ton 

To the Ton. 

Sal Ammoniac, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags 

Salt 

Saltpetre 

35 cwt. 

‘ 28 Indian 
maunds of 
. 82* lbs. 

20 cwt. 

18 cwt, 

’ 28 Indian 
maunds of 
823- lbs. 

20 cwt. 

Sandal and Sapan Wood 

11 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Sealing Wax, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet* 

Senna, in bags 

5 cwt. 

6 cwt. 

Do. in bales 

40 feet. 

50 feet* 

Shells, Rough, in bags ... 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt- 

Silk, in bales 

8 cwt. 

10 cwt* 

Do. in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet* 

Soap, in cases . . . ... 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Sugar, in double bags 

19 cwt. 

20 cwt* 

Talc * . . ... 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Tallow . . . 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Tamarinds 

15 cwt. 

| 18 cwt. 

Tea, in chests 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Timber, Teak : Square Planks and Poon 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. Round, one-fifth off 

... 

... 

Tobacco, in bales ... . 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Tortoise Shells, m chests 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Turmeric, in bags 

11 cwt. 

13 cwt. 

Tutenagu§ 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Unrated Wood 

11 cwt. 

14 cwt. 

Weed Seed (in bags) 

10 cwt. 

... 

Whanghees (vide Canes) . ... 

.. 13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Wheat... . . 

IS cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Wines and Spirits, in casks ... 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in cases 

.. 40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Wool, in screwed bales 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Zedory 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 


*% The Standard Ton at Bombay for Measurement Qcods shall te taken at 50 cubic 
feet for ships. 
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SCALE OF LANDING CHARGES, 

CHARGEABLE TO CONSIGNEES FOR THE LANDING 
OF GOODS. 

Sanctioned by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce , at the Annua 
General Meeting of the Members held on SQth of October , 1877. 


[These rates are understood to be maximum rates and to cover landing 
cranage, and delivery on the Bunder, but not Bunder Fee.] 


Articles. 

How Charged. 

Rs. a. p 

Almonds 

Bag. 

0 10 

Alum 

Ton. 

14 0 

Arrowroot 

In moras of 1J cwt. 

0 2 0 

Do. 

In cases of 1 cwt. 

0 2 0 

Asphalte 

Ton. 

1 4 0 

Assafoetida ... . . ... 

Bag. 

0 6 0 

Beer and Porter 

Hogshead. 

fl 8 0 

Beads 

Case. 

0 5 0 

Boilers 

• • 

Special. 

Books 

Ordinary Case. 

0 5 0 

Boots ... 

Case. 

0 5 0 

Borax 

Do. 

0 5 0 

Brassware (with cranage) ... 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Do. (without do.) 

Do. 

1 4 0 

Brass Leaves 

Case. 

0 2 0 

Bricks, Fire ... 

Ton. 

14 0 

Bullion 

... 

Special. 

Camphor 

Case. 

0 4 0 

Do. 

Tub. 

0 16 

Candles 

Cwt. 

0 3 0 

Canvas ... 

Bale. 

0 5 0 

Cardamoms 

Bag. 

0 2 0 

Do. 

In cases of 2 cwt. 

0 6 0 

Carpets ! 

Package. 

0 7 0 



SCALE OF LANDIS CHARGES. 
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Articles. 

How Charged. 

Rs. a, p. 

Carriages .. 

Each, 

8 0 0 

Cashewnuts 

Bag. 

0 2 0 

Cassia ••• . . », 4 

Case, 

0 3 0 

Cement 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Chalk . 

Do. 

14 0 

Chillies .... ..... 

Bag. 

0 10 

Cheroots ... . 

In cases of 10,000 

0 8 0 

Clay, China, or Fire 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Cloves ' 

Cochineal 

Bag not exceeding 
li cv#. 

Case. 

0 13 

0 o 

Coeoanuts 

Bundle. 

0 2 0 

Coal (on the South of the P. & 0. Co.’s 
Dock) . 

Ton. 

0 12 0 

Do. «(oa the North of the P.& 0. Co.’s 
Dock)... ... ... •• •• 

Do. 

10 0 

Coffee (in Bags) . 

Do. 

18 0 

Coir 

In bundles of cwt. 

0 1 0 

Copper and Yellow Metal (in Cases) .. 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Do. do. (in Cakes or Slabs).., 

Do. 

16 0 

Copra ... 

Bag. 

0 10 

Do ... 

Bobbin. 

0 2 0 

Copperas or Sulphate of Copper 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Cotton, Full-pressed Bales 

Bale. 

0 5 0 

Do. (Unpressed) in Docras and 
Half-pressed Bales 

Cwt. 

0 1 6 

Crackers 

Case. 

0 4 0 

Crockery 

Cask or Crate. 

10 0 

Dates, dry (in Mats or Bags) ... 

Cwt. 

0 10 

Do. wet (in Mats or Bags) .. 

Do. 

0 10 

Drugs 

Bag or Case. 

0 5 0 

Fishmaws and Sharkfins ... 

Bag, 

o 

O 

Flax .. 

Bale. 

O 

O 


co— 5 
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SCALE OF LANDING CHARGES, 


Articles. 

■ 

How Charged. 

Rs. a. 

P. 

Flour 

... 

Ton. 

I 12 

0 

Fruits, dried (in Bags, &c.) . 


Cwt. 

0 1 

0 

Ghee... 


Dubber. 

0 4 

0 

Ginger, dried 


Case or Bag. 

0 3 

0 

Glass, Window 


Case. 

0 2 

0 

Grain of all sorts 


Bag. 

0 1 

0 

Groundnuts ... 


Do. 

0 I 

0 

Gum (in Bags) 


Cwt. 

0 1 

0 

Gunny Bags ... 

- 

Bale. 

0 6 

0 

" Bo. Bundles (Bundle of 50) 

•»« 

Bundle. 

0 1 

0 

Haberdashery and Millinery 

... 

Small Case. 

0 4 

0 

Do. do. 


Large do. 

0 6 

0 

Hardware (with cranage) 

... 

Ton. 

1 12 

0 

Do. (without do. ) ... 

** 

Do. 

1 4 

0 

Hides (in pressed Bales) 


Cwt. 

0 1 

0 

Indigo 

•• 

Case. 

0 6 

0 

Ironmongery (with cranage) . 

... 

Ton. 

1 12 

0 

Do. (without do. ).., 

... 

Do. 

1 4 

0 

Iron (Loose and in Bundles)... 


Do. 

1 4 

0 

Do. Pig 

.. 

Do. 

1 0 

0 

Jaghery ... 


Bag. 

0 1 

0 

Jute ... 

... 

Bale. 

) 5 

0 

Lashings 

... 

Do. 

0 5 

0 

Lead Sheets ... 


Ton. 

1 12 

0 

Lead, Pig , 


Do. 

0 4 

0 

Mace... ... 


Case 

0 3 

0 

Machinery (weight or measurement as 
per Bill of Lading) 

J In pieces under a) 
i ton, per ton. ] 

1 12 

0 

Marble Slabs 

... 

Do. 

2 0 

0 

Matches 

... 

Case. | 

0 5 

0 

Mats of sorts... 

.. 

Cwt. | 

0 1 

0 
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Articles. 

How Charged, 

Bs. a. p. 

Medicine 

Case, 

0 5 0 

Millinery and Haberdashery 

Small Case. 

0 4 0 

Do. do. 

Large do. 

0 6 0 

Nuts of sorts (in Bags) 

Cwt, 

0 1 0 

Nutmegs (in Bags or Cases) 

Do. 

0 10 

Oils (in Casks) 

Ton. 

2 0 0 

Oil (Kerosine) 

Case. 

0 1 o 

Oilmanstores 

Large Case. 

0 3 0 

Do 

Small do. 

0 10 

Paper 

Bale or Case. 

0 5 0 

Do. China 

Do. 

0 3 0 

Paint (in Oil) 

Ton. 

2 8 0 

Peppej (in Bags) 

Cwt. 

0 10 

Pianos ... 

Each. 

5 0 0 

Piece Gpods from Europe 

Bale or Case. 

0 5 0 

Porter and Beer 

Hogshead. 

0 8 0 

Quicksilver 

Bottle. 

0 3 0 

Bed Lead 

Ton. 

1 12 0 

Bice 

Bag not exceeding 1^ 
C 

0 10 

Bope (with cranage) 

Ton* 

2 0 0 

Do. (without do. ) 

Do. 

18 0 

Saffron . ' 

Case. 

0 5 0 

Safflower 

Bag. 

0 2 0 

Saltpetre (in Bags) 

Cwt. 

0 10 

Seeds, in Bags 

Do. 

0 10 

Sharkfins and Eishmaws 

Bag. 

0 4 0 

Shells (Mother- 0 ’ -Pearl), in Bags 

Cwt, 

0 10 

Shellac 

Case. 

0 4 0 

Silk, China 

Bale. 

0 6 0 

Do. Pieces 

Case. 

0 6 0 
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SCALE OF f LANDING CHARGES. 


Articles. 

How Charged, 

Rs 

a. 

P. 

Skins, Goat (in Bales or Bundles) .. 

Cwt. 

0 

1 

0 

Spelter 

Ton. 

1 

4 

0 

Spices, in Bags or Cases ... 

Cwt. 

0 

1 

0 

Spirits, Wine and Beer, per dozen 

Dozen. 


1 


Quarts or 2 dozen Pints 

0 

1 

U 

Stationery 

Package. 

0 

5 

0 

Steel (in Kegs and Loose) 

Ton. 

1 

4 

0 

Sugar ... •* 

Fag not exceeding 
li cwt. 

0 

1 

3 

Sulphur 

Ton. 

1 

12 

0 

Tallow 

Cask. 

0 

5 

0 

Tea ... 

Half Chest. 

0 

1 

0 

Do 

Whole do. 

0 

2 

0 

*Tiles (Roofing and Flooring) 

Ton. 

1 

• 

4 

0 

Timber, Logs and Squares 

Ton of 50 C. Feet. 

1 

4 

0 

Do, Scantlings, Shingles, &c. 

Do. 

1 

• 

8 

0 

Tin Plates (in Boses) 

Ton. 

1 

4 

0 

Tobacco 

Case. 

0 

4 

0 

Turmeric * 

Bag. 

0 

1 

0 

Tusks, Elephant ... . 

Bundle. 

0 

6 

0 

Do. do, 

Piece. 

0 

2 

0 

Twist or Yarn 

Bale, 

0 

5 

0 

Umbrellas 

Case. 

~ 0 

5 

0 

Vermilion 

Do. 

0 

4 

0 

Wine and other Liquors 

Hogshead. 

0 

10 

0 

Do. do. 

Quarter-Cask. 

0 

5 

0 

Wool, Pressed 

Bale. 

0 

5 

0 

Do, Unpressed 

Bora, 

0 

8 

0 

Yellow Metal and Copper (m Cases). 

Ton. 

1 

12 

0 

Do. do. do, (in Cakes & Slabs).. 

Do. 

1 

6 

0 


: Sanctioned at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on 
13th January 1886* 


BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 


TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
CALCUTTA. 


Articles. 

Cwt. per Ton 
Nett. 

Cubic Feet per 
Ton, 

Aloes, m bags and boxes ... 



20 


Alum, in ditto 


.. 

20 


Aniseed, in bags 



8 


Arrowroot, in cases 

••• 

... 

.. 

50 

Arsenic, in bags or cases . 

... 


20 


Assafcetida m bags and boxes 

... 


20 


Apparel, in boxes 

... 



50 

Bark, in bags 


.. 

8 


Bees’ Wax ... 

• 

^... 


20 gr 

OSS 

Barilla 


.. 

20 


Betel-nut 



20 



Books 

... 

... 



50 

Borax 


.. 

20 



Bran 


... 

14 

... 

Brimstone 



20 


Bullion ... 

... 

- 

at per 

cent. 

Cake-lac, in bags 


.. 

16 


Campho?, in cases 


... 


50 

Cardamoms, in robbins 

... 


8 


Cardamoms, in boxes 


... 


50 

Cassia, in boxes 


... 


50 

» bags 



12 



Castor Seed 


... 

15 


Chillies (dry), in bags 


... 

8 


China Boot, in bags 


... 

11 


„ boxes ... 

• 

** 


50 



XXXvili BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
CALCUTTA— 


ARTICLES. 



Cwt. per Ton 
.Nett. 

Cubic Feet 
per Ton. 

Chirefcta, in bales 

•• ••• 



ia 

50 

Churrah ... ... 


... 


u 


Cigars 

M* “• 




50 

Cloves, in bags... 




8 


„ boxes 

... 


» 


50 

Coals 




20 


Gochineal 



... 


50 

Coffee, in bags ... 

... ... 

... 


18 


,, casks 




16 


Coral, rough ... 




20 

... . 

Coir, loose and unscrewed ... 

... 

... 

12 

• 

Coir, in dholls .. 




... 

10 


Copras or Cocoanut Kernel 


... 

14 

• 

Coriander Seed 

. 


.. 

12 


Cotton, in bales 

... 

... 


Actual mea- 

50 

Cowries 




... 

surement at 
20 


Cummin Seed ... 

••• 

... 

... 

8 


„ Black 



... 


8 


Cutcb, in bags 

... 



i 

18 


Cutcb, in cases... 




... 


50 not exceed- 

Dates, wet 

«•* 



20 

ing 20 cwt. 
gross. 

„ dry 





16 


Dholl 

... 



20 

j 

Elephants’ Teeth, in bulk .. 


... 

20 


Furniture 

Garlic and Onions 





12 

50 

Ginger ... 

... 



16 
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
OALOUTTA— (contd.) 


Articles. 

Cwt per Ton 

Cubic Eeet per 

JSIe^t. 

Ton. 

Gram ... 

20 


Gums, in cases .. . 

.. 

50 

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth ... 


50 not exceed- 
ing 2240 lbs. 

Gunjah 



gross. 

50 

Hemp 

5 bales not 

52 

Hides, Buffalo or Cow, cured 

exceeding. 

1 4 gr 

OSS 

Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips 

20 


Horns, Cow, Buffalo, or Beer 

20 


India Rubber, in bags 

16 

... I. 

, 4 i cases ... ... . 


50 

Indigo 

.... 

50 

Iron % 

20 


Jute 

5 bales not 

52 

Jute Cuttings 

exceeding, 
o bales not 

52 

Lac Dye 1 

exceeding. 

50 

Lard 

20 gr 

oss. 

Linseed 

20 


Mace .I. ... . . ... . 

. ... 

50 

Machinery* 

20 


Metals 

20 


Mathie Seed 

IS 


Myrabolams ... 

16 



Molasses 

2 puncheons 

or 4 hhds. 

Mother-o’ -Pearl, in bags 

20 


chests 

20 

...... 

Mowrah Flowers 

20 


MowrahSeed 

20 



s [ BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
CALCUTTA— (contd.) 


Articles. 



Cwt. per Ton 
Nett. 

Cubic Feet 
per Ton. 

Munjeefc ... 





50 

Mustard or Rape Seed 

... 


20 


Niger Seed 

... 


20 

... 

Nutmegs, in cases or casks... 

•• 



50 

Nux Vomica 

... 


16 

... 

Oats . * 

... 


16 


£)il in cases 

... 




50 

„ casks 

... 


4 hh 

ds. 

Oil-Seed Cake 

... 


20 


Opium 



per 

chest. 

Paddy 



16 


Palmatine, in bags ... 



16 


Peas 



20 

...... 

Pepper, Long . 



12 


Black 

... 


14 


Planks and Deals 




50 

Poppy Seed 



20 


Putchuck 



10 

... 

Rags . . . •» 




50 

Raw Silk, in bales 



10 

r ... 

Rattans, for dunnage 

... 


20 



Red Wood, ditto 



20 



Rhea ... ... ... 

... 


. 5 bales not 

exceeding 

52 

Rice 

... 


20 


Rope, in coils ... 

... 


... . 

50 

Rope, Lines and Twines, in bundles 


16 

... . 

Rum, in casks ^ 

... 


2 puncheon 

s or4hhds. 

Safflower 



. 5 bales not 

exceeding 

52 


BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 


Xll 


TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
CALCUTTA— (co?itd.) 


Articles. 

Cwt. per Ton 
Nett. 

Cubic Feet per 
Ton. 

Sago, in cases . 

. 

50 

Sal-ammoniac, in bags 

20 



Sal-ammoniac, in boxes 

20 gr 

DSS. 

Saltpetre 

20 

. ... 

Salt . 

20 


Sapan Wood, for diinnage ... 

20 



Sealing Wax, in cases 


50 

Seed-lac, in cases .* 


50 

„ bags 

16 

* • 

Senna 


50 

Shells trough, in bags 

20 


Shell-lac, in cases « 



50 

„ % bags . 

16 



SilkChussum ... ... | 


50 

,, Waste .. ••• ••• 



50 

Silk Piece-Goods 



50 

Skins ... 

14 gr 

OSS, 

Soap, country, in cases 



50 

„ . bags 

15 


„ bar 

20 


Stick Lac, in cases ... 

... 

50 

„ hags 

16 


Sugar 

20 


Tallow, in cases or casks 

20 gi 

' OSS, 

Talc . . ••• ••• 

20 

...... 

Tamarinds, in cases or casks 

20 gi 

ross. 

Tapioca 


50 

Tea *•* »». *" 

. 

50 


ce— 6 







BENGAL CHAMBER OE COMMERCE. 
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF 
CALCUTTA— (contd.) 


“ j 

Cvtt. per Ton 

Cubic Feet per 

ARTICLES. | 

Nett. 

Ton. 

Teel Seed ... ... 

Timber, round . . 

20 

40 

„ squared 


30 

Tincal .. 

20 


Tobacco, in bales ... 

5 bales not 
exceeding 

52 

Tortoise Shells, in chests 


50 

Turmeric 

16 


Wheat 

20 


Wool * 


50 

Jute, Jute Cuttings, Hemp, Cotton, Saffloiver, and other ^articles 
similarly packed, are screwed %n lales varying from 300 to 400 lbs* 


Goods in casks or cases to be calculated at gross weight when 
paying freight by weight. 

That the term “ Dead Weight ” shall be understood to mean the 
following articles “ only ” : Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, 
Dholl, Peas, and all Metals. 



SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES. 

Revised and adopted by a Special General Meeting of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce , , held on the 26th February 1892— with effect 
from that date. 

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold 

Dust, or Com 1 per cent. 

2. On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Kaw 

Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Opium, Pearls, Precious 
Stones, or Jewellery 2k „ 

On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by 
the Agent «•« ••• BM l9 | 5 33 

4. On the sale or purchase of all other goods— the 

Commission in all cases to be charged upon the 
gross amount of sales, and in regard to purchases 
upon both cost and charges 5 „ 

5. On returns for Consignments if made in produce ... 2£ „ 

6. On returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion or 

Treasure 1 „ 

7. On accepting Bills against Consignments 1 „ 

8. t)n the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Houses, 

Lands, and all property of a like description ... 2^ „ 

9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro- 

perty of any description ref ei red to agency for 
* sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which 
shall afterwaids be withdrawn ; and on goods 
consigned for conditional delivery to otheis and 
so delivered, on invoice amount at 2s, per rupee, k com. 

10. On making advances or procuring loans of money 

for Commercial purposes, when the aggregate 
commission does not exceed 5 per cent 2k per cent. 

11. On ordering or receiving and delivering goods or 

superintending the fulfilment of contracts or on 
the shipment of goods where no other commis- 
sion is derived ... ... 2k „ 

12. On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds or other engage- 

ments, and on becoming secunty for administra- 
tion of Estates, or to Government for the dis- 
bursement of public money ... ... ... 2k „ 



xliv SCHEDULE OE COMMISSION CHARGES. 

13. On del-credere , or guaranteeing the clue realisa- 

tion of sales . ...2£ percent 

14. On the management of Estates for Executors or 

Administrators ... «bS ... 2k }> 

15. On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for con- 

stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for 
loading 2k „ 

16. On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com- 

manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the 
amount of passage money, whether the same 
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ... 2k n 

^ 17. On procuring freight for a ship by Shipping Order 
or Charter, or on procuring employment for a ship 
on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for Owners, 

Captains, or Charterers of a vessel, upon the 
gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive ... 5 „ 

1& On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the ~ 
Mauiitius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon 
the gross amount of earnings 5 ^ n 

1& On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or 
elsewhere on the gross amount of passage money 
for rank and file ... ... ... ... ... 2i „ 

20. On realising inward freight, inward troop; emi- 

grant, or cabin passage money n 

21. On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel 

in distress, or on landing and selling by auction • 
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting 
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con- 
cerned — on the declared value of all such goods 
as may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of 
all such goods as may be publicly sold ... 2k to 5 „ 

If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk or Silk Piece 

Goods 1 i to 2k „ 

If Treasure, Precious Stones or Jewellery f to I n 

$2. On effecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro- 
perty ... %i n * 
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23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33 . 


On settling Insurance 
of ail classes, and on 
mium 


claims, losses and averages 
procuring returns of pre- 
per cent 


On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating 
Bills of Exchange 


On debts or other claims when a process at law or 


arbitration is incurred m claiming them 

... 2* 

Or if recovered by such means .., 

... 5 

On Bills of Exchange returned dishonoured 

... I 

On collecting house-rent ... 

... 2* 

On ship’s disbursements , 

... 2* 

On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating 

any 


loan on respondentia ... %% 

On granting Letters of Credit X 

On sale or purchase of Government Securities and 
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every 
exchange or transfer, not by purchase from one 
class to another £ 


>3 

J* 

33 

33 

39 


33 


33 


On delivering up Government Securities and 
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market 
value „ 


On all amounts debited and credited within the 
year (less the balance brought forward) upon 
which no commission, amounting to 5 per cent., 
has been charged £ 


Brokerage when paid , is to be separately charged < 



COCHIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCALE. 


Packages. 


Shipping Ton, 


Arrowroot . . «• 

Ditto ”* 

Bees* Wax .« 

Ditto 

Betel Nut «* »* 

Blackwood ... 
Bfcackwood otherwise 
Bone Meal ... 
Cardamoms 


Do. or Mats 
In square Logs 
Do. do. 


50 Cubic feet 
16 Cwts. Nett 
50 Cubic feet 
16 Cwts. Nett 


50 Cubic feet 
20 Cwts. Nett 


Citronella Oil.. 
CocoanutOil . 
Coculus Indicus 


50 Cubic feet 


800 lbs. Nett 
800 »» 


50 Cubic feet 


50 Cubic feet 


I Cases, Drums or Tanks .. 50 Cubic feet 

| Casks 14 Cwts. Nett 


| Bags ... 


14 Cwts. Nett 


16 do. „ 


Coir Yarn and Fibre 


Coir Matting.. 


Coir Rope 
Coir Junk 
Copprah 


Pressed Bales 

Bundles or cods 

Dholls not exceeding 4 lbs 


,. In Pressed Bales 
... Bulk ... ... 

... Bags ... ... 


50 Cubic feet 


8 Cwts. Nett 


50 Cubic feet ; } allowed 
off for the round 

8 Cwts. Nett 


10 do. „ 

50 Cubic feet 
12 Cwts. Nett 


COCHIN CHAMBER 


OF COMMEKUiii, 


TONNAGE SCALE-(co^<2) 


packages. 


Slapping Ton. 


Cotton ... 


Cinchona 


Bags each cnp cut in 4 
pieces 

Pressed Bales 

Bags or Cases 

Cases •• **• 

Bags or Baskets ~ 


Elephants’ Teeth ... 


Fish Oil... 


Ginger Cases ... 

Ditto Bags 

Ditfc^ Casks ... - 

Gmgelly Seed Bags .. 

Gums of all kinds ... «. Cases .. 

Hemp" Screwed Bales 

Hides ... ... ... .. Unpressed ... 

Ditto Green Do. ... 

Ditto Dry . ... Bales ... 

Horns, Buffalo and Cow Loose ... 

Ditto Deer Do. ... 

Lemon Grass Oil Cases, Drum3 or 


Myrabolams ... 
Nux Vomica... 


Nutmegs 
Oil Seeds 
Other Oils 
Pepper... 


Plumbago 


.. Bags • • 

... Cases, Dmms or Tanks 

.. Bags ... — *** 

... Bobbins 

... Bags or Barrels ... 


14 Cwfcs. Nett. 

50 Cubic feet 
20 Cwts. Nett 
50 Cubic feet 
16 Cwts. Nett unscrewed 
50 Cubic feet 
50 do. „ 

18 Cwts. Nett 


14 Cwts. Nett 
50 Cubic feet 
12 Cwts. Nett 


50 Cubic feet 


12 Cwts. Nett 


50 Cubic feet 
16 Cwts. Nett 


50 Cubic feet 
18 Cwts. Nett 
50 Cubic feet 
16 Cwt. Nett 


50 Cubic feet 
17 Cwts. Nett 
50 Cubic feet 
IS Cwts. Nett 



fclviii COCHIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCALE— (eontd.) 


Goods. 

Packages. 

Shipping Ton. 

Poonac... 

Bundles, bales or bags .. 

17 Cwts. Nett 

Rice 

Bags 

20 do. „ 

Saltpetre 

Do 

20 do. „ 

Sandal and Sapan Wood 



13 do. „ 

Sandalwood Roots... 

Bags or Bundles 

13 do. 

Ditto *•* •*» 

Loose 

13 do. „ 

Sugar 

Bags 

20 do. » 

Tallow 

Casks and Cases 

18 do. „ 

lea 

Chests 

50 Cubic feet 

Timber (all kinds) square 
logs or Planks ... 

... 

50 do* ,, 

Ditto Round logs 



50 do. „ 

Ditto otherwise 



20 Cwts. Nett 

Turmeric 

Bags ... 

14 do. „ 

Wheat 

Do 

20 do. „ 

Ditto ... ... ... ... 

Mooras ... 

18 do. „ 


Coir Junk, Horns, Oil Breakers, Hides loose, and all Packages not 
exceeding 56 lb. gross to be taken as broken stowage at half freight. 



MADRAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCALE. 


Articles. 

Cwt. per Ton 
Net. 

Cubic Feet per 
Ton. 

Aloes, in bags 


20 


Do. in boxes 

... 

20 



Alum 

... 

20 


Aniseed .. 

.. 

8 


Arrowroot, in cases 

.. 


50 

Assafcetida, in bags 

.. 

20 


Do. in boxes 

... 

20 


Apparel 

.. 


50 

Bark, in bags 

... 

8 

... «. 

BarrillaT 

... 

20 


Bees’ Wax 

.. 

20 


Betelnut- 


18 

... . 

Books ... 

. 

! 

50 

Borax or Tincal 

... 



Do. in cases 

.. 


50 

Brimstone 


20 


Bullion 

.. 

at per 

cent. 

Cake Lac, in Bags 

.. 

16 


Camphor, in^fcases 

... 


50 

Cardamoms, in robbina 

.. 

8 


Do. in boxes 



50 

Do. in bags 

... 

10 



Cassia, all sorts ... 

.. 

.. 

50 

Castor Seed 

... 

15 


Chillies, in bags 

. 

12 


Do. in robbins 

.. 

14 


China root, in bags 

.. 

11 

.... 

Do, inboxes 

• 


50 
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TONNAGE SCALE— [contd.) 


Articles. 

Cwfc. per Ton 
Net. 

Cubic Feet 
per Ton. 

Chiretta 


... 


50 

Cigars 

... 

•* 



50 

Cloves, in bags 



8 



Do. in chests 





50 

Coals 

... 

... 

20 


pochineal... ... 


... 


50 

CoHee, in bags ... 



18 

... . 

Do. in robbins and casks 


... 

16 



Do. incases 


•* 

17 


Coir Yarn and Fibre, screwed bales 



50 

Do. in bundles and dholls . 

... 


10 


Coriander Seeds 

... 


12 



Cotton, in bales 





- 50 

Do. in Piece-Goods ... 





50 

Cowries 



20 


Cutch, in bags - 



17 



Dates, wet 



20 

... . 

Do. dry 



16 


Dholl 



20 



Elephants’ Teeth, in bulk ... 



16 


Do, in cases... 

... 



50 

Fenugreek Seeds 

... 


16 


Furniture 



... 

50 

Garlic and Onions ... 



12 


Ginger, in bags or bales 

... 


12 


Do. in cases 





50 

Gingelly Seed 

... 


17 


Gram ... ... ... ... 

... 


20 


Ground Nuts, in shell 



12 
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TONNAGE SCALE — (contd.) 


Articles. 

Ground Nuts shelled 

Gums, in cases, not enumerated... 

Gunny Bags 

Do. Cloth 

Gunjah ... 

Hemp, in bales 

Hides 

Hoofs, Horn Shavings, and Tips 

Horns, Cow and Buffalo 

Do. Deer ... ... 

Indigo 

Jute, in bales 

Lac Dye 

Lard . 

Linseed 

Mace, in cases 

Machinery 

Metals * 

Myrabolams 

Molasses ... 

Mother-o’-Pear], in bags 

Do. in chests 

Munjeet . 

Mustard Seed 

Niger Seed ... 

Nutmegs, in chests 

Nux Vomica, in bags or case& ... 
Oats .** ... ... ... ... 
Oil, in cases _ 


Cwt per Ton 
Net, 

Cubic Feet 
per Ton. 

16 

50 


50 

. ... 

50 


50 


50 - 


50 

20 


20 


16 

50 


50 


50 


50 

IS 

50 

20 


29 

...... 

17 


20 


20 


20 

50 

18 


17 

50 

16 

1 

12 



20 

...... 





MADRAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCALE.— (contd.) 



Cwt per Ton. Cubic Feet per 
Net. Ton. 


Oil, in casks 
Olibanum 
Paddy, in bags 


Pepper, in bags 

"Planks and Deals ... 

Poppy Seeds 

Putchuck 

Rape Seed * . 

Raw Silk, in bales 

Rattans 

Redwood for Dunnage 

Rhea, in bales 

Rice, in bags ... 

Roping, in coils 

Do. lines and twines, in bundles 
Do. coir, in coils... 

Rum, in casks 

* 

Safflower, in bales 

Sago, in cases 

Sal Ammoniac, in bags 

Do. in cases 

Saltpetre 


Sapan Wood 

Sharks* Fins 
Sealing Wax, in cases 


210 Imperial Ga lions. 


210 Imperial Ga llo^s. 


50 
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TONNAGE SCALE.— (contd.) 


Abticles. 

Cwt, per Ton. 
Net 

Cubic Feet 
per Ton. 

Seed Lac, in cases 


• .. 

50 

Do. in bags 


16 


Senna, in bales 

.. 


50 

Sarsaparilla 


... 

50 

Shells, rough, in bags 


20 

... 

Shell Lac, in cases ... 



50 

Do. in bags ... 


16 


Silk Piece Goods 



50 

Skins ... 




50 

Soap, country in cases 

•* 


50 

Do. in bags 

... 

15 


Do. in bars 


20 

... . 

Stick Lac, in cases ... 


... . 

50 

Do. in bags 

... 

16 


Sugar, including Jaggery in bags 


20 


Tallow, cases or casks 


20 



Talc 


20 

: 

... . 

Tamarind, in cases or casks 


20 


Tapioca • 




50 

Tea, in chests 

... 


50 

Timber 

... 

... 

50 

Tobacco, in bales 




50 

Tortoiseshell, in chests 




50 

Turmeric, in bags 

** 

14 


Wheat 


20 


Wool, in bales 



50 

All other articles not enumerated. 

in 



bales or cases 

... 


50 
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MADRAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


RULE. 


The articles mentioned in the margin are to be measured before 
shipment, at the press, godown, or on the beach, 
at the option of the shipper, and the measure- 
ment is to be entered on the face of the Bill of 
Lading In measuring, the callipers are to take 
in the rope, or iron hoop, on the one side of 
the bale, and leave it out on the other. Half 
inches are to be given and taken alternately. 
Ten bales per cent, as a maximum are to be 
measured, moiety to be chosen by the shipper and moiety by the 
ship • and, in the event of any dispute arising, the bales are to be 
measured by a surveyor, to be appointed by the Chamber of Com- 
merce. The surveyor’s decision to be final, and his fee to be five 
rupees, one half to be borne by each party. All other goods to be 
measured at port of discharge, 

J. A. BOYSON, 

Chairman of the Chamber of Comnlerce. 


Coir, in Bales. 
Cotton. 
G-unjah, 
Hemp. 

Jute. 
IMhimeet. 
Senna Leaf. 
Wool. 

Sarsaparilla. 


Madras, Uth February, 1890. 



KURRACHEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TONNAGE SCALE. 


1. The Karachi Tonnage Scale for Steamers shall be on the basis of 
40 cubic feet to the ton, but in no case to exceed 20 cwt dead weight, 
except in the case of Salt. 

2. The standard ton at Karachi for measurement of goods shall be 
taken at 50 cubic feet for Ships. 

% 

3. The Freight on Oil to be paid on the full gauge of the cask 
ascertained at the Port of discharge. 

4. When Freight is payable on weight, the same is to be on the net 
weigfct delivered. 

5. When cotton is shipped at a rate per bale, in the absence of 
special* agreement, if the average measurement exceeds 13 feet per bale, 
the Ship shall be entitled to proportionate extra freight, but in no 
case shall a Ship be compelled to take bales larger than 14 feet. 


Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships. 


To the Ton, 

To the Ton, 

Aloes, in«kegs 

40 feet. 

16 cwt. 

Alum, in bags 

16 cwt. 

20 „ 

Annato, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Apparel ... —I 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Arrowroot, in cases * 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Assafcetida, in cases 

40 „ 

50 » 

Bajree, in bags 

18 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Barilla < . 

16 „ 

20 „ 

Barley, in bags.. 

15 „ 

18 , 
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Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships, 




To the Ton. 

To the Ton# 

Bees’ Wax, in cases 

... 


40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Betelnut, in bags 



13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Blackwood, in straight square logs 

•• 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. otherwise 

... 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Bone meal and Bone dust 



20 „ 

20 „ 




f 17 ) 


Bones, crushed, in Bagst — 


.. 

i 15 „ l 

20 „ 




l 14 j 


Bqnes, loose 

... 

... 

8 „ 

10 „ 

Books 



40 feet. 

50 feet# 

Borax, in cases 


*• 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Do. in bags ... 

... 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

♦Bran, in bags (pressed) 



10 „ 



Bran, in bags (unpressed) ... 


... 

9 „ 

**• 

Buffalo horns, in bundles ... 


•• 

6 „ 

8 cwt. 

Bullion 

... 

- 

per cent. 

per cent. 

Camphor, in cases 

... 

... 

40 feet. 

56 feet. 

Canes or Rattans, in bundles 

.. 

... 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt# 

Cardamoms, in bundles 

... 

... 

40 feei. 

50 feet. 

Cassia Lignea, Fistula and Buds... 

... 

40 „ 

50 » 

Chasum 


.. 

8 cwt. 

10 cwt. 

China Root, in cases 



40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cigars 

... 


40 „ 

50" „ 

Cinnamon, in bales ... 

... 



6 cwt. 

Do. in cases 

... 

... 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cloves, in cases 


... 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Do. in bags or frazils ... 

... 


8 cwt. 

10 cwt. 

Coals ... ... ... 


.. 

20 „ 

20 „ 

Cocoa, in bags 

... 


10 

12 „ 

Coculus Indicus, in bags ... 

... 


13 „ 

16 „ 


of 45 ix 25 inches. 

7 As per standards preserved by the Chamber. 


t, (of 28 lbs.) in a ba# 
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Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships, 



To the Ton. 

To the Ton. 

Coffee, in cases 

.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags or frazils . . 


12 cwt 

16 cwt. 

Coir, in bales .. 

.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in bundles or loose 


5 cwt. 

6 cwt. 

Do. Hope, m coils ... 


40 feet. 

s „ 

Colocynth, in cases 


40 „ 

50 feet. 

Colombo Boot, in bags 


8 cwt. 

14 cwt 

Copra, in robbins ... ... 


8 „ 

12 „ 

Do. in bags 

Do. cut in bags 

•• 

11 cwt. 

12 

Coral, JEtough (not specimen), in bags 


16 „ 

20 cwt. 

Cotton Seed 


13 „ 

14 

Do. in bales 


40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cowries, in cases 


10 „ 

50 „ 

Do. in bags ’ 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt 

Cubebs . . 


10 „ 

12 „ 

Cummin Seed, in cases 


40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Cutch or Terra Japonica, in bags 
baskets unscrewed 

or 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Dates, wet 


16 „ 

20 „ 

Do. dry ... 


13 „ 

16 „ 

DhaJI, crushed or split, in bags .. 


17 „ 

20 „ 

Dragon’s Blood, in cases 


40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Ebony, square and straight 


40 „ 

50 „ 

Do. otherwise 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt 

Elephants’ Teeth, in cases 


40 feet | 

50 feet. 

Do. in bundles 

.. 

14 cwt. 

18 cwt 

Do. loose 


16 „ 

20 „ 

Fennel Seed ... 

- 

10 „ 
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Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships. 

Fenugreek nr Methey Seed 

Fishmaws (or Isinglass), in case .. 

To the Ton. 

17 cwt. 

40 feet. 

To the Ton. 

Flour 

18 cwt. 


Do. Middlings or Sharps in bags 

12 „ 



Furniture 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

G-alingals 

10 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Galls, in bags 

13 „ 

16 „ 

Do. in cases , | 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Ghee, in dubbas or casks 

40 „ 

15 cwt. 

Ginger, dry, in cases . 

40 „ 

50 feet. 

Do. in bags 

10 cwt. 

12 cwt. 

Gram 

17 „ 

20 

Groundnuts, shelled 

13 „ 

16 „ 

Do. unshelled 

3 „ 

8 „ 

Gums, of all kinds, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Gum Olibanum, in bags 

13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Hurtall, in cases . . 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Hemp, in screwed bales 

40 „ 

50 ,, 

Do. loose or in bundles ... 

5 cwt. 

7 cwt. 

Hides and Skins, in screwed bales 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. loose and m small 

bundles 

40 „ 

• 

12 cwt. 

Homs, Buffalo and Cow, loose 

13 cwt. 

16 „ 

Do, Deer, loose 

6 „ 

8 „ 

Horn Tips, of any kind, and hoofs 

13 „ 

16 „ 

Indigo, in cases 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Iron, old or scrap 

20 cwt. 

... 

Iron or Steel rails ... 

Jackwood 

20 „ 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 



kurrachee tonnage scale, 
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Articles. 

Jaggery 

Jowaree, in bags. 

Lac Dye, in shells or cases 
Lac (seed), in bags 

Lang, m bags 

Lang, crushed, or Dhall 

Lmseed, in bags 

Mace, in cases . 

Maize, in bags 

Mother-o’-Pearl, in cases 
Do. in bags 

Mowra Flowers 

« 

Do. Seed, in bags . 


Munjeet or Madder Hoot, in cases or 

bales 

Lo. in bundles 


Musk, in cases 
Mussor, m bags 


in bundles 
or bags 


Steamers. 


To the Ton. To the Ton. 


18 cwfc. 


40 feet. 
13 cwfc. 


40 feefc. 
16 cwfc. 
40 feet. 
16 cwfc. 


40 feefc. 

8 cwfc, 
40 feet. 

18 cwfc. 


20 cwfc. 


20 cwfc. 


50 feec. 
2^ cwfc. 
50 feefc. 
20 cwfc. 


50 feet. 

12 cwfc. 
50 feefc. 

20 cwfc. 


Myrabolams, in bags 

Niger Seed 

Nutmegs, ill cases 

Nux Vomica, in cases 

Do. in bags 

Oil, of any kind, in casks 
Oil, Cocoanufc 

Oilcake in cakes or lumps (in bags) 
Oil Seeds— 

Castor Seed 

Teel or G-mgelly Seed 


40 feefc. 


13 cwfc. 


14 cwfc, 


50 feet. 


16 cwfc. 


40 feet. 210 Impl. gls. 


17 cwfc. 
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Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships. 

Oil Seeds— 

Rape Seed, Sita, Jamba and other 
kinds . ! 

To the Ton. 

16 cwt. 

To the Ton, 

Mustard Seed 

... ... 

... 

16 „ 


Khorassan 

.. ... 


16 „ 



Opium ... 

... ... 


per chest. 

per chest. 

Paddy, in bags... 

... ... 


13 cwt. 

16 cwt. 

Pepper, in bags ... ... 

... ... 


13 „ 

16 „ 

Pimento . 

. ... 


12 

14 „ 

Plumbago, in bags ... 

Ml • • 

... 

16 „ 

20 „ 

Poppy Seed m single bags (1£ cwt.) 


13 „ 

16 „ 

Do. do. 

(1£ cwt.) 


14 „ 

17 „ 

Do. double bags (1£ cwt.) 


14 

17 

Do. in bags (1$ cwt.) 


14 „ 

17 „ 

Rails, iron or steel ... 



». 

20 „ 

..... ... 

Rattans, in bundles ... 

... ... 


13 „ 

16 cwt. 

Do. Ground ... 

... 

... 

13 „ 

16 „ 

Red Wood 

... « 


13 „ 

16 „ 

Rhubarb, in cases 



.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Rice, in bags 

. 


18 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Safflower, in cases 

... ... 


40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Do. in screwed bales 

.. 

40 „ 

50 t j, 

Do. in bags . 

... ... 


8 cwt. 

10 cwt. 

Sago, in cases 


.. 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Sal Ammoniac, in cases 

... ... 


40 „ 

50 „ 

Do. in bags 

Salt 

Salt Pish. 


» 

15 cwt. 

( 28 Indian 
s maunds of 

V 82 2/7 lbs. 

14 cwt. 

18 cwt. 

(28 Indian 
< maunds of 
182 2/7 lbs. 

14 cwt. 

Saltpetre... 

• •• M» 

„ 

20 „ 

20 „ 

Sandal and Sapan Wood 

. 

» 

11 „ 

16 „ 
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Articles. 

Steamers. 

Ships. 



To the Ton. 

To the Ton. 

Sealing Wax, in eases 



40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Senna, in bags 

... 

5 cwt. 

6 cwt. 

Do in bales 



40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Shells, Rough, in bags 

»*• «*» 

16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Silk, in bales 

... 

8 „ 

10 „ 

Silk, in cases 

•»< *tif 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Soap, in cases 

... 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Sugar, in bags 

• •1 Ml 

19 cwt. 

20 cwt. 

Talc . 

... 

16 „ 

20 „ 

Tallow 

• ft* 

40 feet. 

50 feet. 

Tamarind .. 

... ... 

15 cwt. 

IS cwt. 

Tanned Skins, in bundles . 

••• » 

8 „ 

10 „ 

Do. in pressed bales 

... 

40 feet. 

, 

Tea, in chests ... 



40 „ 

i 

50 feet. 

Timber, Teak, Square Planks and Poon. 

40 „ 

50 ,, 

Timber, Teak, Round, (one fifth off; 

... 


Tobacco, in bales 



40 feet. 

50 feet 

Tortoise Shells, in chests ... 



40 „ 

50 

Turmeric, in bags 


11 cwt. 

13 cwt. 

Tutenague^ 

... 

16 „ 

20 „ 

Unrated Wood... 


11 „ 

14 „ 

Whanghees {vide canes) 

• * 

13 „ 

16 

•Wheat 

... . 

18 „ 

20 „ 

Wines and Spirits^ in casks 

Ml Ml 

40 feet. 

50 feet 

Do. in cases 



40 „ 

50 „ 

W ool, in screwed bales 

... 

40 „ 

50 „ 

Zedory 


16 cwt. 

20 cwt. 


FREIGHT INWARDS. 

Payable in Karachi. 

The conversion into Indian Currency of Sterling freight inward to 
Karachi, payable in Karachi, shall unless otherwise stipulated be made 
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand ; and the rate 
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose 
during the subsequent week. 

FREIGHT OUTWARDS. 

Payable in Karachi. 

Resoution passed at a General Meeting of the Chamber on IWi 
March 1883 . 

•mat difference of freight outward from Karachi stated in sterling 
payable m Karachi (in ab ence of any stipulation on the Shipping Oidei 
or Charter Party to the contrary) shall be converted into Indian cuirency 
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand ; the 
rate applicable to such purpose during the subsequent week, shall 
be the rate ruling on the day on which the Bill of Lading is dated, 
an allowance of 4£ per cent, in the case of sailing ships, and for 
steamers, being made as discount to cover cost of insurance and 
inteiest, until the due date of the Freight. 


SHUT-OUT CARGO. 

The Harbour Board ruling in relation to shut-out goods is as 
f diows : — 

That shut-out goods be in future charged half import and half 
export fees under the provisions of Rules 3 and 4 published under the 
Wharfage Fees Act III. of 1879. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

An effort is made in this Report to introduce a system 
whereby each chapter of the Report shall begin with a reference 
to those pages in previous Reports in which the subject matter 
of that chapter has been dealt with or touched upon. It 1S 
necessary to warn Members not to place too full reliance upon 
the completeness of this system in its initial stages, seeing that 
the absence of any such references in the past makes it a matter 
of difficulty to trace the history of any question in the 
transactions of the Chamber. 

The Committee have sanctioned the employment of a clerk 
for the purpose of preparing a proper Index of the matters dealt 
with in the old Reports of the Chamber, which contain a history 
of Bombay Trade back to 1838. 

RAILWAY MATTERS. 

NAGDA-BARA-MUTTRA RAILWAY. 

It will be remembered that on the 31st of January 1901, 
and therefore in time to be printed in the Report for the pre- 
vious year? the Committee received from the Bombay Govern- 
ment a letter covering copy of one (No. 11 R. P., 15th January 
1901) from the Government of India, dealing with the renewed 
representation made in the previous November on the subject 
of the Nagda-Bara- Muttra line. In the said letter of the 
Government of India it was stated that the importance of the 
Line in question was admitted and that, subject to the consent 
of the Secretary of State, it was proposed to undertake its con- 
struction as funds could be made available without prejudice 
to the demands for certain other lines which, for obvious reasons, 
must have preference. The letter went on to say, with reference 
to the suggestion of the Chamber that the lines should be 
cc—9 
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handed over to private enterprise, that the only offer of the kind 
had been one from the B. B. & C. L Railway in 1895, to form 
t, subsidiary Company to construct the line on rebate terms. 
This offer had since been withdrawn, and the Government cfflndia 
lid not regard it as probable that any Company or Syndicate 
vould be found willing to undertake the construction of the 
^agda-Bara Railway on such terms as it would be consistent 
vith the public interest to concede in the case of a line which 
svould form a main artery of traffic between the trade centres 
3 f Upper India and Bombay, competing with two other State 
Systems, serving to a great extent the same needs. It was 
added that if any guarantee were required, the work must 
await a place in the programme just as if the State built 
it, and its execution as a guaranteed private enterprise would 
not be at all hastened. 

This letter was referred by the Committee to their Ratfway 
Member who happened to be absent from the meeting at which 
it was brought up ; and that gentleman in his reply suggested 
that the Government of India might, for reasons stated, be 
disposed to construct an altogether different line, the Rp-wnri- 
Phulera chord. This project is treated of under its own neacnng 
in the appendices. It will there he seen that the Committee, in 
conformity with the policy of concentration laid down in its 
letter to Government of the 29th April 1899, while thanking the 
Agent of the B. B. & C. I. Railway for the opportunity of con- 
sidering the project in question, relied upon the probability 
that Government would construct the particular line referred 
to without persuasion by the Chamber, and were anxious to 
avoid any such prejudice to the strong position they maintained 
in regard to the Nagda-Bara-Muttra scheme as might result from 
desultory advocacy of a project of relatively slight importance. 

The same view was taken in respect of a representation made 
by the Agent of the G. I. P. Railway in March in favour of the 
Agra-Delhi Chord, the Committee believing it better not to 
dissipate their lafiuence in commenting upon projects of secon- 
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dary importance; while that to which they attached the greatest 
weight, and which Government had long ago recognised as de- 
sirable, was deferred Under the heading Agra-Delhi Chord, 
it will be seen that again in September the Committee was, in 
reply to its letter of the 21st August on the subject of Bombay's 
disabilities in respect of Railway communications, invited by 
Government to discuss the advantages ascribed to the Agra- 
Delhi Chord in a letter addressed to Government by the G. I. P. 
Railway on the 2nd September. The Committee in its reply was 
careful to leave no doubt as to its preference for theNagda-Bara 
extension, which would open up new country. 

In the meantime, the statement of Government as to £he 
withdrawal of the only private proposal for the construction of 
the Extension had become known, and the Committee learned 
with satisfaction that a Bombay firm who have already con- 
structed several lines, were exerting themselves to enlist private 
enterprise in the matter* 

In July it was felt to be desirable that the Committee should 
come to some definite decision as to the continuity or otherwise 
of its Railway Policy. A Sub-Committee was therefore appoint- 
ed, and after reviewing the whole matter, recommended to the 
General Committee that the efforts of the Chamber be concen- 
trated on procuring the construction of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra 
Railway and that a letter on the lines of a draft appended to 
their Report be to that end addressed to Government. That 
letter in its ultimate form was the result of careful and renewed 
deliberation. 

Since the Committee in its letter to Government about the 
general disabilities of Bombay in respect of Railway communi- 
cotions found it necessary to refer to the letter from Government 
No. II R.P. dealt with in the first paragraph of this chapter, 
and to the ambiguous explanations therein made on the subject 
of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway, some account of the 
relevant passages must be given in this place. In the said 
letter the Committee mentioned the disappointment with which 
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members had noted from the “ Forecast of Expenditure on 
Railways for the three years ending 1903-05 according to present 
proposals ” that the only Railways included in that programme 
and which could in any way mitigate the disabilities of Bombay, 
were the Agra-Delhi Chord, the A™a.1iw Ja.lcrfl.nn line and the 

Chalisa’aon-Dhiilia line. The Committee had learned, from the 
copies of letters of the Government of India which had accom- 
panied the Bombay Government’s letters Nos. 570 and 1546 of 
1899, that the Imperial Government proposed the construction of 
the Agra-Delhi Chord as in some manner giving effect to the 
intention declared byGovernment in 1897 “that the through con- 
nection from Nagda to Muttra and Delhi should be preferred. 5 * 
As had been stated in the letter of the Chamber, dated 29th 
April 1899, the Committee had been unable to imagine on 
what grounds the Government so viewed the Agra-Delhi 
project. For it had always appeared to the Committee to be 
essential at once to the financial success of the Nagda**Bara- 
Muttra line and to the proper development of the trade of 
t he regions to be traversed by it, that the construction should 
be begun at the southern end, so that each mile added might 
afford to a new tract of country direct access to the port which 
forms its natural outlet. It had been subsequently explained to 
the Chamber that the said work was not intended as a substitute 
for but as an earnest of the undertaking in behalf of which they 
had so patiently and consistently made representations to 
Government. Relying upon this assurance as a reaffirmation of 
the declaration made in 1897, the Committee had still thought 
it right to keep before Government, as occasion arose, the 
supreme importance of the scheme most urgently demanded by 
trade. Even on reading the copy of the letter of the Government 
of India, they had retained some hope that the obvious claims 
of Bombay to some measure of extension would not be entirely 
ignored. They had therefore abstained from comment on cer- 
tain passages in the Government of India’s letter which struck 
them as calling for respectful criticism. The amended pro- 
gramme set forth in the recently issued Administration Report 
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of the Railways in India for 1900 had shown that even the 
Agra-Delhi Chord, which had been recommended to Bombay as 
an earnest of relief, had been abandoned ; and the Committee 
therefore considered it incumbent on them to invoke the assist- 
ance of the local Government in an effort to bring home to the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State a sense of the 
neglect under which the trade of this port had suffered for so 
many years. In doing so they begged leave to revert to the letter 
of the Government of India already referred to and besought 
the local Government to invite from the supreme Govern- 
ment some statement of the “ obvious reasons” to which they 
had alluded as entitling certain other lines to precedence of that 
in question. It was pointed out that in paragraph 3 of the said" 
letter it was admitted that the Nagda-Bara-Muttra line “ would 
form a main artery of traffic between the trade centres of Upper 
India and Bombay ” ; and that all the considerations in the 
mattes, as known to the Committee and as previously recognised 
by Government, sanctioned the former determination of Govern- 
ment to give precedence to that line. The Committee therefore 
submitted with deference that, whatever reasons might exist for 
an indefinite postponement of Government’s intentions, they 
could not properly be called obvious but on the contrary might 
fittingly be stated. 

This letter was dated the 21st August and it was in reply to 
it but as a prelude to its trasmission to the Government of India 
that the Iqpai Government forwarded for consideration a letter 
from the G. I. P. Railway dated 2nd September, urging in 
opposition the Chamber that preference be given to the Agra- 
Delhi Chord. The Secretary to Government at the same time 
referred the Committee to his letter No. 570 dated the 13th 
March 1899, pointing out that the construction of the Agra-Delhi 
Chord would secure unbroken broad guage connection between 
the N.-W. P, and Bombay over the Indian Midland and Great 
Indian Peninsular Railways, running nowers with equal facilities 
being given to all the broad guage railways over the chord. It 
was added that, since the East Indian Railway, with its interests 



towards Calcutta would be eliminated from tbe route, full play 
would be given to tbe Railways interested in Bombay over a 
through route between that port and Delhi not much longer 
than the route via the proposed Nagda-Bara-Muttra line. 

The Secretary to Government then referred to a letter address- 
ed by this Chamber to his Department on the 31st July 1901, 
on the subject of the failure of the Railways in the N.-W. to 
furnish rolling stock for goods destined for Bombay ; and he 
stated that in the opinion of Government an early completion 
of the Agra-Delhi Chord with a branch line from Muttra to 
Alighar would most effectively reduce the evils complained of. 

5 Throughout the letter the Agra-Delhi Chord was spoken of 
as if it were a part of the same scheme with the Nagda-Bara 
Railway ; and of the latter the following statement was made. 
u The rest of the project, viz., the Nagda-Bara-Muttra section, 
* l will open out new country and eventually offer competitive 
“ through communication between Bombay and Delhi ; but till 
" the Agra-Delhi Chord is constructed there will be no direct 
<c untrammelled broad-guage communication between Bombay 
u and Delhi at all,” In conclusion, the Committee was request- 
ed to consider the letter of the G. I. P. Railway enclosed and 
to favour Government with further remarks upon the subject 
before the transmission of their letter of the 21st August to 
the Government of India . — (Appendix B,). 


AGRA-DELHI CHORD. 

At this point it becomes necessary for a time to treat the two* 
projects together as the letter of Government above referred to 
forced the Committee to consider them relatively instead of on 
their absolute merits. It was on the publication of the 
Chambers Report for 1900 that the expediency of supporting 
the Agra-Delhi Chord was first urged upon the Committee by 
one of their Members interested in Railway matters. Since it 
was on that occasion decided to defer all secondary schemes to 
the supreme importance of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra extension, and 
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since the arguments then indicated were much the same as those 
put forward by the Agent of the G. I. F, Railway in his letter to 
Government dated 2nd September, this latter Communication 
may be dealt with at once. After introductory paragraphs, the 
G. I. P. Railway referred to the Histories of Bailway Projects 
corrected up to BO th June 1901, in which it was stated that the 
Nfl.fyflfl-'Rarfl, -Muttra Railway, surveyed in 1894-96, will be 355 

miles in length ; and the cost of construction on the 5 ft. 6 in. 
gauge, including rolling stock, 391 lakhs of Rupees ; that its im- 
portance is recognised by the Government of India and the line 
has formed the subject of private enquiry and the matter is 
under correspondence/’ The writer then proceeded to express- 
the hope that it was not too late for him to represent that the 
conditions under which the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway had 
been originally proposed and supported by the Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce as well as the Government of Bombay, had 
materially changed. 

The arguments advanced in support of this contention were 
mainly as follows — 

“ When the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway was first proposed, 

“ the country through which it was aligned was totally unserved 
c< by Railway communications, and, as stated by the Bombay 
“ Chamber of Commerce in their letter dated 21st August 1901, 
“ addressed to the Government of Bombay, which appear- 
“ ed in tbe public press about the end of August 1901, 

“ the proposed railway was designed to open out a rich 
“ country.” 

Then follows a quotation from a letter in 'which the Agent of 
the Indian Midland Railway represented to his Board that 
injury would be done to that Railway by the projected Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra Extension. It was there contended that the exist- 
ing lines with feeders running east and west into the Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra tract are now and would become increasingly 
able to afford facilities to trade, while “ a north and south 
<( li&0 from Nagda to Mutra would do incalculable damage to 



“ all these railways without benefiting the country through' 

“ which it passes any more than a judicious development ot 
(< auxiliaries to existing routes would do.” 

The Agent of the G. I. P. Railway then dealt at some length 
with the extent to which the interests of the various feeder lines 
would, in his opinion, be compromised by the execution of the 
Nagda-Bara-Muttra scheme ; and argued that the construction 
of those feeder lines by which the trunk lines had been permit- 
ted to secure back country traffic was a reason why their interests 
should be further given precedence of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra 
project* In conclusion Government was besought to respect the 
interests of certain native States concerned in various existing 
Railways, to reconsider its previous favourable pronouncement 
about the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway, and to call for proposals 
for completing the system of feeder Railways already initiated, 
in order that the comparative merits of the two systems qf serv- 
ing that country might be considered in conjunction with the 
interests of the existing Railways before any final decision on 
the subject was arrived at. 

The Committee were thus forced to consider the two systems 
comparatively, and while indicating recognition of the merits 
of the Agra-Delhi scheme, they avowed their unchanged pre- 
ference for the other. They pointed out that if, as the wording 
of the letter of Government seemed to indicate, there existed an 
impression that the Chamber did not recogise those merits, 
such impression was unfounded ; and they pointed to their letter 
of the 29th April 1399, in which it was stated that the Com- 
mittee’s abstention from discusion of secondary projects was 
#e due to their determination that nothing should complicate or 
<e detract from the force of their representations in the matter 
“of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Extension.” Reference was also 
made to another passage in the same letter which showed that 
the Committee’s criticism of the Agra-Delhi Chord dealt only 
with its merits as “ a fit substitute for the Nagda-Bara-Muttra 
line.” This, in the opinion of the Committee, it obviously 
could not he, seeing that it did not open up new country. The 
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Committee had dwelt upon this point in every letter they had 
addressed to Government in the matter ; and they desired that 
nothing they might now say in approval of the Agra-Delhi 
Chord might be taken as indicating any change of view on that 
point. They maintained the position consistently held by them 
and reaffirmed by their letter of the 21st August : namely, 
that it is of the first importance to the trade of Bombay and to 
the development of a fertile tract of country that the southern 
section of the line in question should be begun in the manner 
indicated in the said letter. They denied that the effect of the 
Nagda-Bara Muttra Railway would mainly be to draw off traffic 
from the existing lines, and they contended on the contrary* 
that it would largely create new traffic in produce which at pre- 
sent cannot profitably be marketed and is, therefore, either 
wasted or not grown. 

Accenting the assurance of Government that there was no 
proposal to substitute the Agra-Delhi Chord for the Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra extension, the Committee expressed their agree- 
ment with Government as to the utility of the former and it was 
pointed out that, in paragraph 3 of the letter replied to by 
Government, disappointment was expressed regarding the circum- 
stance of its having been dropped out of the Revised Pro- 
gramme. They, therefore, muimated their cordial approval of 
the proposals indicated in the letter under reply, and added 
that, to make those proposals effective, it would be necessary to 
have runnfag powers, not only to Lucknow, but also to Mora- 
dabad and Chandausi by way of Aiighar , — {Appendix C.) 

PROPOSED LINE OP RAILWAY FROM REWARI 
TO PHULERA. 

While the Chamber was in correspondence with Government 
in connection with the proposed Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway, 
their attention was called to another project— under date 15th 
March 1901, for shortening the lead to Delhi by the construc- 
tion of a line from Rewari to Phulera, The Committee was 

cc— 10 



informed that this line had already been surveyed by Govern- 
ment, and that by shortening the lead to Delhi by some 45 
miles, it would prove advantageous to the commerce of Bombay. 

The Committee are pleased at all times to give their support 
to any reasonable proposal for facilitating the trade of the 
Port by means of railway connections ; but as they had already 
strongly urged the immediate prosecution of the Nagda-Bara- 
Muttra scheme, they were anxious to avoid any such prejudice 
to the strong position they desired to maintain in regard to 
that undertaking as might result from advocacy by them of a 
project of relatively slight importance. They decided, therefore, 
•not to move in the matter, as they felt it to be probable that 
the Chord-line in question would be undertaken by Government 
without representations from the Chamber . — (Appendix D.) 

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION WITH THE JHERRtA 
COALFIELD. 

This subject came before the Committee through a repre- 
sentation addressed by the Bengal Chamber to the Government 
of India, calling attention to the projects which have been under 
consideration for the entrance of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
into the Jherriah Coaldfield, a line from Mogul Serai to Howrah, 
independent of the East Indian Railway, and the relief of the 
congestion on the lower Section of the East Indian Railway. 
The Committee have not considered this particular matter to 
fall strictly within their province ; but on the general ques* 
tion of 

INCREASED FACILITIES FOR THE CARRIAGE OF 
GOODS TO BOMBAY 

they addressed Government at some length on 31st July 
1901, calling attention to the very serious impediments to Bom- 
bay trade with the North-West, offered by the failure or refusal 
of the Railways in that region not directly connected with this 
port, to furnish rolling stock for the carriage of goods destined 
for this side of Inui». j.ue committee submitted that under the 
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provisions of the Railway Act of 1890, and the Conference 
Regulations thereunder, it is the duty of the railways upon 
which traffic originates to provide wagons for that traffic 
irrespective of its destination. The said regulations include 
arrangements for the interchange of stock, framed with the 
object of enabling the forwarding Railway to meet its obligations 
in respect of through traffic without suffering undue hardship in 
consequence of the absence of its stock on Foreign Railways. 
Under these circumstances the Committee were of opinion that 
if traffic for one port was provided by a particular Railway 
Administration with wagons to* the detriment of traffic for 
another port, the action of that Railway Administration 
constituted undue preference under the Railway Act. The 
Committee, therefore, submitted that either (a) the existing 
regulation should be enforced, or (b) the railways leading to 
Bombay should simply be given rv» Tmlri " over the East 

Indian* Railway system, from Jabbulpore to Allahabad, over the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, and over the Punjab Railways 
as far as Saharanpur. The former of these two alternatives was 
no doubt technically the more legitimate ; but in view of the 
many difficulties attending its effective prosecution, the Com- 
mittee believed that Government would find the extension 
of running powers to afford the better remedy. — {Appen- 
dix E.) 

PROPOSED RAILWAY AT ADEN. 

Papers relative to a proposal to construct a light railway from 
Towahi at Steamer Point, Aden, to the Frontier Line beyond 
Sheikh Othman, with branch lines to the Arsenal and the con- 
servancy Ground, were forwarded to the Chamber by the 
Bombay Government on 2Zth September 1901, with a request 
that the documents may be circulated among such firms as are 
likely to consider the project. In compliance with Government's 
request, the Committee addressed the members of the Chamber 
calling their attention to the matter, and inviting perusal of 
documents relating to the scheme in question. — {Appen^ 
dix F.) 



APPOINTMENT OF RAILWAY COMMISSIONER. 

The appointment of Mr. Thomas Robertson, C, V. 0., as 
Special Commissioner for the investigation of the railway system 
in India was notified to the Chamber in October, 1901, and 
copies of the programmes of his tours were also forwarded 
with the intimation that the administrations of the various 
Railways over which Mr. Robertson was to travel had been re- 
quested by the Government of India to afford him every facility 
for carrying out the objects of his visit to India. 

CONFERENCE WITH MR. ROBERTSON, 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. 

On the 19th December, when the holiday season was already 
at hand and many members had made arrangements to be 
absent for a time from Bombay, the Committee received by 
telegram the first intimation that Mr. Robertson desired to meet 
them. On the following day a letter was received in which the 
Committee was given a choice of any day between the 23rd and 
30th. Arrangements were, therefore, made for a meeting on the 
27th ; but on the 22nd the Committee was invited to c hang e this 
day to the 3rd or 4th January. Such a change made it impossible 
for the Chairman to be present, and precluded the attendance of 
several other members. Every, effort was, however, made to 
secure the presence of gentlemen entitled to be heard on the 
subject to be considered, and to prepare for a proper presentation 
of the views of the Bombay Commercial community regarding 
Railway facilities. There was, unfortunately, no time to hold 
a preliminary meeting or to prepare a formal programme. 

The Conference, which took place in the rooms of the Cham- 
ber at 3 p.m. on the 3rd January, was presided over by Mr C H 
Armstrong, the Deputy Chairman, and afforded an opportunity 
for a very interesting discussion, Arrangements were made for 
the attendance of a competent short-hand recorder ; and since 
both the Chairman and the other speakers dealt with the various 
questions in a succinct manner, the Report, which will be 
found among the Appendices, should be read as it stands — 
Appendix G.) 
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ARBITRATIONS SUBMITTED TO THE CHAMBER. 

In accordance with the rules passed by the Chamber in 
1885, in connection with disputes relating to piece-goods, 54 
cases were, in the year 1901, decided by Umpires appointed by 
the Committee. Instances have occurred in which the Chamber 
has been asked to arbitrate in disputes between indentors and 
home manufacturers, and in order to avoid misunderstanding 
they have decided that in all such cases it will be necessary for 
the appellants to place before the Chamber, as evidence of 
submission, a complete writing in such terms as shall leave no 
possible doubt that it covers the particular dispute submitted. 
It will be necessary, therefore, in disputes such as those referred 
to that Home Shippers should forward with each consignment 
a letter agreeing to submit to the Chamber any dispute relating 
to that particular consignment, or should give the Chamber a 
general undertaking that they will abide by decisions given by 
the Chamber in disputes submitted to it for arbitration. 

Two special arbitrations were referred to the Chamber on 15th 
January and 30th October, 1901. The first referred to a dispute 
between Messrs. Finlay, Muir Sc Co. and Messrs. Chugundaa 
Sc Co., as to the scale at which a certain consignment of Cotton 
Seed should be shipped in accordance with the tonnage scale 
of the Chamber. A Sub-Committee was appointed to deal with 
4he matter and the samples and papers were placed before 
■them, together with the records regarding the test made by the 
Chamber in 1894 of “ Cotton Seed cleaned,” on which the 
special scale of 18 cwts. for that description of seed was placed. 
The Special Committee had no hesitation in deciding that 
the samples submitted represented the description of Seed 
known as “ Cotton Seed ” and for which the scale fixed by the 
Chamber is 13 cwts. to the steamers ton. This decision was 
accordingly communicated to the parties concerned. In conse- 
quence of the prolonged absence from the Bombay Port and 
market of the commodity to which the term “ Cotton Seed 
cleaned ” had been applied in the Bombay Tonnage scaie, ana 



m consideration of the probability that the use of that term* 
might, therefore, give use to misunderstanding, the Committee 
foi 1900 recommended that the said item should be for the 
present omitted from the Bombay Tonnage scale and a Reso- 
lution to this effect was passed at the General Meeting held 
on 6th March, 1901, and was recorded m last year’s Repoit 
page 27 

The second dispute was leferred by Messrs Killick, Nixon 
Sc Co , and related to two shipments of Crushed Bones ner s* s. 
“ Idar ” The Chamber was asked to give its opinion at to the 
scale at which the consignments should be taken The matter 
Vas leferred to two membeis of the Chamber and the decision 
ainved at was that the two lots representing samples submitted 
should be taken at 15 cwts 

ARBITRATOR’S AND UMPIRE’S PEES 

On 16th May, 1901, the Committee weie asked foi their 
opinion on the following points — ( a ) whether m the event of 
an umpire giving an award that does not exactly agree with 
that of eithei of the surveyors, either party can be held to be a 
“ winning ” party and the other a loosing party , ( b ) whether, 
if they may be so held to be winning party and loosing party 
respectively, the former can, m the absence of any pievious 
agreement on the point, claim to have either (1) the whole of 
the umpne’s fee or (2) the fees of both surveyors paid by 
the latter 

The Committee were of opinion that m the case stated the 
seller was the loosing party and as such must pay both arbi- 
trators and umpire’s fees 

SURVEY OE GOODS. 

On 11th July 1901, a membei of the Chamber asked for the 
Committee’s opinion as to whethei a dealer could survey goods on 
his own behalf undei the following circumstances —Their dealer 
had signed an indent foi cloves, Free Bombay Harbour Terms, 
with the clause—" any dispute to be referred to arbitration as 
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customaiy in Bombay ” The bags of cloves arrived pei s s 
“ Weissenfels ” The muccadum lepoi ted that they were m 
bad condition On the evening of the 8th July, 1901, the 
selleis requested the Agents of the steam-ship Company to 
survey The suiveyor reported on the 9th July that the 
steamei was not responsible owing to inferior packing 
The selleis, holding that the cloves were sea-water damaged, 
requested the Insurance Company’s Agent to survey, which 
they undertook to do on the morning of 12th July On the 6th 
July the dealer paid a lump sum fully equal to the value, but 
made no demand for delivery The sellers desired to know 
whether, m the absence of such demand for delivery, the dealer 
was entitled to a survey on his own account, and if so, whether* 
the survey would be of any value to him in piessmg his claim 
oi must he go to arbitration, appointing his arbitrator by name 
m thiee days from the date of his lequest, the buyer on his part 
domg-the same 

The matter xeceived caieful consideration and in their reply 
dated 12th July, 1901, the Committee stated that under the 
circumstances placed before them a dealer would not be entitled 
to a suivey on his own account, but must submit the matter to 
arbitration m accoi dance with the contract It was added that 
the impoiter m the case should wiite to the dealer pointing out 
this fact, and naming his own aibitratoi, when it would be 
incumbent on the other paity to make a similar appointment 


SAMPLES IN ARBITRATIONS 

In seveial cases during the past year umpnes appointed by the 
Committee have found difficulty in satisfying themselves that 
the samples on which they have been called to arbitrate weie 
the samples that had ongmally been submitted to the surveyors 
Unless the suiveyors imprint on oi attach to such samples an 
indelible or liremovable maik of a distinctive kind, there is 
often no assuiance that the tiue samples have been sent in. 
Indeed, m one instance it was found that the bundles of samples 



sent to the Chambei had been broken and certain of the pat- 
terns that appeared m the surveyors’ report had been removed 

The Committee, therefore, thunk it necessary to remind all 
gentlemen who may have occasion to remit any dispute to the 
arbitration of the Chamber that unless the samples submitted to 
the umpire bear an unmistakeable indication of their genuineness 
they may be rejected by the umpire, who will none the less be 
entitled to his fee 


SHORT LENGTHS OF PIECE-GOODS IMPORTED 
INTO BOMBAY. 

Complaints were received by the Committee during the year 
regarding the frequency with which white-goods, imported mto 
Bombay, were found to be short of the stamped lengths. 
As a consequence of these shortages, a number of ^pieces 
were submitted to the Chamber for measurement and certificate 
In some cases, the Chamber was asked for an expression of 
opinion as to whether the trade description of length stamped 
on certain goods was a “ false trade description ” within the 
meaning of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act In reply to 
such enquiries the Committee stated that the Notification 
No 1474 of the Government of India, dated 13th November 
1901, laid down that “a trade description of length stamped on 
** grey, white or coloured cotton piece-goods shall not be deemed 
“ to be false m a material respect unless (a) wherS a single 
u length is stamped the description exceeds the actual length by 
more than 5 inches m pieces stamped as above 

10 yards and up to 23 yards long Provided that the 

* c average length of the goods m question shall not be less than 
the stamped length ” In this provision, as the Committee 
■pointed out, the term “ the goods m question ” evidently related 
to an entire shipment or consignment In that sense the 
Committee had no information as to the actual average length 
of the goods in question , hut the trade description of length 
stamped on the goods submitted for measuiement would, m 
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their opinion, be a false trade description within the meaning 
of the Act if affixed to a shipment of which the goods submitted 
weie correctly representative 

It was subsequently found that the results of these measuie- 
ments had given rise to the importation ofalaige number of pieces 
short of the contract length but stamped with their actual short 
length Dealers demurred to acceptance of an unlimited piO“ 
portion of such short lengths and the manifest impoitance of the 
matter led the Committee to consider the expediency and 
practicability of fixing a maximum percentage of shoit lengths 
(ovei and above those cut for patterns) which an mdentor 
should be required to accept m a consignment of piece-good^ 
sold by the -piece Such a decision obviously offered giave 
difficulties and it was felt that it would be inexpedient to 
attempt to deal with them until consultation with the Man- 
chestei^Chamber of Commerce had removed all doubt as to their 
scope and nature 

While these questions weie under dehbeiation a letter was 
received fiom the Native Piece-goods Meichants’ Association, 
inviting a pionouncement upon this very point of maximum 
peicentage of latitude. To this communication the Committee 
replied that they weie consulting the Manchestei Chamber on 
the point and this was done m a letter dated 31st October 
1901 In addition to inviting an expression of opinion on the 
mam point* above stated, the Committee pointed out that the 
detection of many shoit lengths and the warnings telegiaphed 
home had led to the importation of a gieatly increased 
quantity of light bleached goods stamped \ to ^ yaid less 
than was contracted for , and that dealers objected to taking 
delivery of such goods The Committee recognised that, 

since all goods except giey cloths pass through many 
processes, there might be greater difficulty than they knew 
of m the way of any exact declaration of a peicentage 
applicable to all, but they considered it would be possible 
to woik to a maximum percentage of 5, excluding sample-cut 
pieces 
cc— IX 
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The Manihestei Chamber, in their letters of the 28th and 
29th November, expressed the opinion that claims for short- 
lengths might be equitably settled by the adoption of a graduated 
scale of allowances which they therein set forth The said scale 
was referred to a Special Committee , and that Committee, taking 
the Manchester Chamber s suggestions as the basis of their 
deliberations, recommended to the general Committee that the 
following Rules be adopted in the matter 

All Contracts for the sale of Bleached Shirtings, Mulls, Jaconets, 
Nainsooks Tanjibs, made on or after the 1st July 1902, shall be 
subject to the following conditions — 

1 If the number of Short Length Pieces, over and above pattern-cut 
pieces, does not exceed five per cent of the total number of pieces in any 
one lot* of bleached shirtings, mulls, jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibs, 
delivery shall be accepted with an allowance in respect of the shortage 
calculated at the rate of the sale price 

2 If the total number of Short Length Pieces, over and above 
pattern-cut pieces, exceeds five per cent but does not exceed ten per cent 
of the total number of pieces, m any one lot* of bleached shirtings, mulls, 
jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibs, delivery shall bo accepted with an 
allowance in respect of the shortage over and above pattern-cut pieces, 
calculated at the rate of twice the sale price 

3 If the number of Short Length Pieces over and above pattern-cut 
pieces exceeds ten per cent of the total number of pieces in any one lot* 
of bleached shirtings, mulls, jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibs, the dealer 
shall have the option of returning all the short pieces over and above 
pattern-cut pieces m such lot and paying for the rest at the full sale 
price. 

Note — The word “ lot ” means those goods or that instalment 
of goods which m the terms of the Contract are to be 
shipped or delivered m any specified period 

Example — (a) In a conti act for 100 bales, shipment 
April/May, there is one “lot” of 
100 bales 

(l) In a contract of 100 bales, shipment 
Apnl/May, one half m each month* 
there are two “ lots 5; of 50 bales each 
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These Rules were adopted as recommended and at once 
circulated to Members, copies being forwarded m the ensuing 
week to the Manchester Chamber of Commerce and to the local 
Piece-Goods Association — {Appendix H ) 


SHORT-REELED YARNS 

( Befeience Bepoit for 1900, page 98) 

Private information and articles m the public press had for 
some months made members of the Committee aware that 
certain spinning mills m India, notably up-country, had adopt- 
ed a practice 1 of producing short-reeled yarns , and the matter 
was officially brought before the Committee as a body by two 
letters received from different sources, but almost simultaneous- 
ly, m tlje end of November, 1901 The writers of those letters 
set forth the giave injury that was done by such practices to 
strict traders and they solicited the intervention of the 
Chamber, as towards the Government, with a view to the in- 
stitution of preventive measuies It was represented that a 
continuance of the practice in question would tend to compel a 
general departure from the principles of the Merchandise Marks 
Act, and would eventually provoke the institution by Govern- 
ment of some form of inspection The Committee, while 
recognising The importance of the question and the desirability 
of obviating the necessity for legislation of an mqmsi tonal 
kind, felt that the Bombay Millowneis’ Association- would pio- 
bably appreciate these considerations, and that the matter was 
one that might more fittingly be dealt with by that body It 
was therefore legaided as moie courteous to* defer action pend- 
ing some declaration of the couise to be taken by the 
Millowners’ Association Dp to the time of prepaung tlm 
Report the Committee has received no intimation of any move- 
mentm the matter by the Mffiowneis f Associ ition — {Appendix I.) 
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INDIAN MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, im 

PROPOSED RELAXATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
OF THE. ACT 

In a letter addiessed by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
to the Government of India, under date 13th Inly, 1901, the 
Committee of that body stated that information had reached 
them to the effect that since the year 1896, a more lenient 
administration of the Merchandise Maiks Act m some particu- 
lars had been adopted in the British Custom Houses, and they 
asked whether the Government of India had received any 
communication from the Secretaiy of State on the subject 
Eiom the conespondence that followed this communication, it 
appeared that the Indian authorities had been m correspondence 
with the Secretaiy of State since 14th March, 1901, on the 
subject and that the revised mstiuctions m regard to the 
maikrng of Foreign goods imported into the United Kingdom were 
embodied m the Geneial Ordei of the Boaid of Trade, No 15, 
1900, dated 26th February, 1900 The mam differences between 
the Butish and the Indian practice are (1) that m England the 
use of the English language m a description “ simply as lan- 
guage and wheie not involving the name of any place m or 
part of the United Kingdom,” is not regarded as a “ direct,” oi„ 
unless special cncumstances exist, as an (t indirect ” indication 
of Britibh origin r whereas m India the name of the country of 
manufacture is oidmauly required to be marked # on all goods 
of which the manufacturer's name and the trade description 
are expiessed m English (2) that when the marks on, or the 
tiade description of, goods are such as to indicate that foreign 
goods were made m the United Kingdom, it is ordinarily 
conbideied sufficient m England to correct the marks on des» 
cnption by the woids “ made abroad/' while m India no such 
geneial statement of foieign ongm is accepted The Govern- 
ment of India have hitherto held to the view set forth rn their 
despatch No 91, dated 14th March, 1901, that it is neces- 
sary to lequne the country of manufacture to be marked 
on foieign goods when the manufacturer's name and the 
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trade description are expiessed m the English language, 
both m order to protect the consumer from being induced 
to purchase inferior foieign goods under the impression 
that they were manufactured m England, and also to 
safeguaid British manufactures against unfair competition 
The Government of India have also held that no good reason 
had been shown for allowing the importation of foreign goods 
marked with some such general description as the words “ made 
abroad ” It was observed that foreign manufacturers of goods 
*of high quality, such as French wmes and American agncul- 
tuial machines, were careful to mark on each article the name 
and address of the manufacture^ and it was considered that the 
concession would only be taken advantage of by makers of 
mfenor ai tides, the importation of which it was not thought 
desirable to encouiage In short, the Government did not 
understand what reason an importer could have for objecting to 
indicate the countiy of origin on the goods he imported, unless 
he intended to deceive the oonsumei 

In forwarding the papers to the Chamber, under date 19th 
August, 1901, the Government of India asked for an expression 
of the views of the Committee on the following points — 

(i a ) Should the meie use of the English language m a 
description be considered, as at present, as suggest- 
ing that the goods to which it is affixed are of 
Butish origin ? 

(6) cases m which a trade description is held to suggest 
that the goods are of British origin, would it be 
sufficient to provide for the addition of some general 
teims indicative of foreign origin ? 

(c) If so, are the words " made abroad ” suitable for use 
m India and piopeily applicable to non-Indian goods 
manufactured outside the United Kingdom ? 

(^) Do the Committee of the Chamber recommend any 
fuither relaxation of the provisions of the Indian 
Meichandise Maiks Act oi of the piesent piactiee 
thereunder ? 



22 


REPORT OF THE 


{e) In particular would the Chamber rocommend the 
Government to dispense altogether with any mark- 
ing on goods indicative of the country of origin * 

The papeis received the most careful consideration of the 
Committee, who in the mam concuned with the views expressed 
m the letter addressed by the Government of India to the 
Secietary of State, undei date 14th March, 1901 , as follows — 

ce Our present practice is to require the name of the 
country of manufacture to be marked on goods manu- 
factured on the Continent of Europe only when the 
manufacturer’s name and the trade description aie 
expressed in English The object of this provision is 
mainly to protect the consumer, who might otherwise 
be induced to purchase foreign goods under the im- 
pression that they were manufactured m England , 
but it has the further effect of safeguaidmg British 
manufactures against unfair competition We do not 
understand what reason the importer can have for 
objecting to indicate the country of origin, unless 
fraud on the consumer is intended As some importers 
do object, it is, m oui opinion, probable that they 
contemplate fraud, and they have furnished by their 
complaints strong reason for insisting on the indica- 
tion being clearly given 

We aie not awaie of the leasons which haVk led the 
the Board of Tiade to adopt a lenient application of 
the Merchandise Marks Act m England But we 
understand that the agitation on the subject is based 
on the giound that English trade is injured by teach- 
ing the public that ceitam goods could be procuied 
m other countries than England We can hardly 
consider this argument to be worthy of serious refuta- 
tion If the foreign manufacturer shared it, he would 
not wait for a Merchandise Marks Act to stamp his 
goods boldly and clearly with the name of country and 
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'place of origin American makers of agricultural 
machines do not require to be invited to conspicuously 
mark their manufactures , they always do show con- 
spicuously the name and address of the manufacturer 
Johann Maria Fauna is caieful to label each bottle of 
Eau de Cologne with the full address And Lyons 
silk weavers have yet to be found who would object to 
saying that their silk was made m Lyons 

f We are satisfied that foieign manufacturers know wheie 
their own interests he, and that only when their goods 
are mfenor they are anxious to pass them off as of 
British origin We aie confident that your Lordship* 
will agree with us that it will be to the interest neither 
of the Indian consumei nor of the British manufacturer 
to encourage them in this practice ” 

In Mdiessmg the Government of India on 10th September, 
1901, the Committee stated that having discussed senatim 
the five questions propounded by Government, they were of 
opinion that the use of the English language in a trade des- 
cription or mark should, m the absence of anything ob- 
viously to the contraiy, be, as at present regarded as sug- 
gesting that the goods to which such use is applied aie of 
British origin They further added that they would not recom- 
mend that the present u c age regaidmg the specific indication 
of foieign * origin be dispensed with and they submitted that 
since the woids “ made abroad ” would be liable to misconstruc- 
tion in India, there was no leason foi such change in the Act 
as appeared to be under consideration 

Government addiessed the same questions to the Bengal 
Chamber , and when that body leplied on the 14th Decembei, 
1901, it was found that they also objected to any change what- 
ever being made m the law They pointed out the undesir- 
ability of working the English and Indian Acts under different 
systems, and submitted that the effect of such discrepancies 
was injurious to Indian importers It was pointed out that 
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under piesent conditions it was possible to import into the 
United Kingdom Continental goods which did not bear eithei on 
the goods themselves or on the packages or the wrappers con- 
taining them, any marks whatever as indicating the country of 
origin Such goods could be shipped to India to the detriment 
of British manufactures The Bengal Chamber agreed with the 
wiews of the Government of India, as set forth m their Despatch 
No 91 of 14th March, 1901, and they suggested the desir- 
ability of securing an identical mode of working the Act at all 
Indian Custom Houses — {Appendix J.) 


INDIAN MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT 

The question whether, under Section 10 (2) (/)($) of the 
Indian Merchandise Marks Act, IV of 1889, it is necessary to 
add the word “ yards ” to the numerals indicating the length of 
piece-goods m standard yards, was referred to the Government 
vof India by the Bombay authorities m November 1900 It 
appears that at Bombay the practice of stamping piece-goods 
without the addition of the word “ yards ” is accepted as satisfy- 
ing the requirements of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 
whereas at Calcutta and Karachi piece-goods are dealt with as 
infringing the pi o visions of that Act if the numerals are not 
accompanied by the word “ yards ” or its abbreviation “yds ” 
The Bombay Government was of opinion that the practice 
followed at Calcutta and Karachi was the most suitable for 
general adoption , and on the matter being represented to the 
Government of India, the Governor- General in Council agreed 
in this view, and was accordingly pleased to direct that the 
piactise followed at Calcutta and Karachi should be adopted at 
all the othei Custom-Houses both as regards cases coming 
under Section 10 (2) (/) (0 and Section 12 (1) of the Indian 
Merchandise Maiks Act, of 1889 The above orders were con- 
veyed m Customs Circular No XX of 1900, published by the 
Department of Finance and Commerce, Government of India, 
4ated 19th December 1900 
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In Customs Circular No IV of 1900, dated 22nd January 
1900, an amended procedure was prescribed m legard to the 
practice that should be followed m affixing trade desci iptzons to 
certain adulterated goods, namely, lmseed oil, turpentine, and 
paints, under the Indian Merchandise Marks Act It was 
directed that such goods should be passed by the Customs 
Authorities if they are marked " i educed,” “ mixed,” “ boiled,” 
or “ numeral,” but if they aie adulterated to the extent of o0 
per cent or more the actual percentage of the adulteiation must 
also be conspicuously marked These oiders apply to (i) white 
lead, white zinc, red lead and similar compositions , (u) lmseed 
oil and turpentine 


UMPIRES IN PIECE-GOODS DISPUTES 

During the yeai under report, the Bombay Native Piece-Goods 
Merchants* Association addressed the Chambei with a view to 
procuring for their Association the right to appoint native 
umpires to deal with disputes m respect of piece-goods wheie 
two surveyors have disagreed It was argued, m support of this 
plea, that since the time when the appointment of natives as 
surveyors had been sanctioned, they had performed the work to 
the entile satisfaction of both the membeis and the dealers 

After careful and sympathetic consideration, the Committee 
of the Chamber replied that they reluctantly found themselves 
unable to accede to the proposal , and when the Piece-Goods 
Merchant’s Association subsequently pressed for a statement of 
the considerations that led to that conclusion, the Committee 
explained that it would m their opinion be inexpedient to dis- 
turb the existing system which had worked so satisfactorily m 
the past and to which the customs of the trade had become so 
tkoioughly adapted 

The Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association again renewed then 
representations and urged at gieater length that their pioposals, 
instead of disturbing the existing system, would be pioductive 
ofgood j ^ but as the Committee of the Chambei found m tins 
cc— 12 
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further letter no argument which they had not already weighed, 
they replied m the following terms — That the letter m question 
had been most carefully considered by the Committee m the 
hope that it might indicate some means by which effect might 
be given to the suggestion of the Association without prejudice 
to trade , but that the Members could see no leason to modify 
the opinion they had already expressed, as to the unwisdom of 
departing from the system hitherto in force. 

Once more the Association re-stated its view ; and the 
Committee could only renew the expression of their regret 
that they were unable to concur with the Association m 
the view of that body concerning the matter under discussion 

COTTON DUTIES AND TARIFF ACTS 

Mr J E O’Conor, C I E , Director-General of Statistics to 
the Government of India, conferred with the Committee on 
his return from Europe in December, with a view to the 
annual revision of the Import Tariff Schedule. The changes 
proposed by Mr O’Conor were discussed at a special meeting 
of the Committe held on 23rd December, at which Mr O’Conor 
was present, and the amended Schedule of fates will be 
found in the Appendix-, 

Captain Webb- Ware, Political Assistant, Chagai, addressed 
the Committee on 20th July 1901, as to the universally 
accepted meaning of the term 5 per cent ad valorem He stated 
that the Persian Customs authorities in Khorasan were in- 
terpreting it to mean 5 per cent on the original invoice price 
as well as 5 per cent on the carriage of goods to the frontier^ 
a reading which, he considered, was calculated to handicap 
the Nushki-Seistan trade route (referred to under another head’i 
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and to place bulky goods of less value at a disadvantage when 
compared with goods of high value but of small weight 

In the reply sent to Captain Webb-Ware, under date 27th 
July 1901, the Committee stated that in India the 5 per cent 
duty ad valorem upon imported goods was calculated upon the 
actual market value of such goods m the port of arrival, this 
market value necessarily covering the cost of importation In 
cases where the invoice value was taken as the basis of calcula- 
tion, an addition of 10 per cent thereof was made to cover the 
cost of importation, duty thus being assessed upon 110 per 
cent of the original invoice value The incidence of freight, 
they added, and of duty calculated thereon must, of course, 
he lelatively heavy upon bulky goods of low specific value as 
compared with light goods of high specific value It would 
appear ’therefore that the Persian Customs authorities might, 
consistently with the information conveyed to the Chamber by 
Captain Webb-Ware, be acting m conformity with the princi- 
ples generally govermug such assessments ■ — {Appendix K) 


EXCISE DUTY IN NATIVE STATES 

On receipt of an enquiry from a Member of the Chamber as 
to the collection of excise duty m certain Native States, the 
Committee ^caused enquiries to be made of the Residents and 
Political Agents at Bhawnagger, Rajnandgaon, Baroda, Indore 
and Mysore It was ascertained that m each of these States 
excise duty was collected at the rate of 3J per cent ad valorem 


MUNICIPAL TOWN DUTIES 

In anticipation of the beginning of the financial year, the 
Municipal Commissioner, on the 20th February 1901, addressed 
the Committee, stating that on and after the 1st April, Town 
Duty o n gram would be levied at the late of foui anna** pei 



candy instead of six annas, as m the previous year then cunent 
He also refened to the circumstance that under the Municipal 
by-laws for the gianting of refunds the production of Impoit 
Bills m respect of grain exported by sea is notrequned, but that 
m the case of gram imported by rail such Import Bills aie 
required and serve to fix at once the date of import and the rate 
of duty to be refunded He, therefore, desired an expression 
of the Committee’s opinion as to the date at which the stock of 
giam imported into the City up to the 31st March 1901 and 
entitled to refunds at the highei rates would probably be 
exhausted m othei woids, the date fiom which refund at the 
lower lates should be granted 

In reply to a similar enquiry m the previous year the Com- 
mittee had expressed the opinion that a fortnight would probably 
suffice for the exhaustion of gram impoited up to the 31st March 
They, theiefore, m the absence of any special conditions, replied 
on the 22nd Febiuary, that a period of fourteen days tfbuld be 
sufficient 


EXAMINATION' OF TOWN DUTIES QUESTION 

Shoitly after the beginning of the Municipal year 1901-1902, 
an exhaustive study of the whole question of Town Duties 
was undei taken It had been considered for many years that 
the wMe system of Town Duties as practised m Bombay was 
open to giave cnticism, but the subject was felt to be so large 
and so likely to give use to pi oti acted controversy before the 
necessaiy reforms could be brought about, that successive 
Committees had abstained from laismg it 

It will be remembered that m June of 1900 the Chamber 
leceived ftom a certain Municipal Committee an enquiry as to 
the expediency of enfoicmg the production of Import Bills 
before Refund of Town Duty could be obtained in respect of 
exports of giam by sea To that enquiry the Chamber replied 
m the negative (see Repoit foi 1900, page 391) 
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The Municipal Committee alluded to, and from which the 
said enquiry emanated, was appointed to consider a representa- 
tion made by the Bombay Gram Merchants’ Association, as to 
the desirability of abolishing m respect of expoits of gram by 
rail, that demand for production of Import Bills which had for 
yeais been dispensed with m lespect of exports by sea The 
Repoit of that Committee pioduced an unfa voui able Impression 
m ceitain quaiteis , for, whereas it teemed with admissions of 
the existence of abuses m connexion with the Town Duties and 
Refunds, it offeied no indication of any appreciation of their 
giavity, and, instead of giving earnest of any relief from 
the obvious disabilities complained of, suggested an intensi- 
fication of those evils, by applying them fuither to export*? 
by sea 

A thorough examination of the whole Town Duties question 
was therefore undertaken m the beginning of Apnl , but though 
application was at once made to the Municipality for a copy of 
the by-laws on the subject, it was not till June that a copy 
was obtained Under sectio*n 468 (1) of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act, the Municipal Commissionei is bound at all 
times to delivei punted copies of these bye-laws to any person 
on payment of two annas A knowledge of those rules is 
necessaiy to any one who desires to avoid mfimgmg them , and 
the fact that the Chambei of Commerce only leceived a copy 
after a delay of two and a half months indicates how difficult it 
has been spade for tiadeis to conduct their own town duty 
business and dispense with the middlemen who have been 
allowed to obtain contiol of it 

In oidei to eliminate such fluctuations as might m a parti- 
cular yeai arise from excess of stocks oi othei abnormal cir- 
cumstances, it was considered desirable to go back over the past 
ten yeais and take, as the basis of any conclusions to be arrived 
at, the aveiages for that period both m respect of Municipal and 
of Government statistics This piocedure was lendeied doubly 
necessaiy by the absence of any index to the annual Admims- 
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tration Reports of the Municipal Commissioner, and by the 
frequent disciepancies m respect of figures which those Reports 
disclosed 

In the letter ultimately addressed to the Municipal Commis- 
sioner on the subject will be found a record of the mam 
conclusions that issued from the investigation It is> only 
necessary to give here the merest outline of the Chamber* s 
argument Firstly, it showed that the abuses attending the 
Refund system were flagrant and officially admitted Secondly* 
it showed that they resulted chiefly from the impracticable 
requirements of Refund by-law No 1, (d), which provides 
for the production and identification of Import Bills relating 
to any particular lot of goods to be exported subject to 
refund Thirdly, it represented that the abolition of the 
said by-law and the substitution of a real identification of 
exported goods as belonging to a class entitled to refund, would 
result m such simplification as would leave small scope for 
fraud 

Certain minor points not deemed to be of sufficient import- 
ance for mention m the letter to the Municipal Commissioner 
may with advantage be noted here for future reference, 

A strict comparison of the total Municipal Returns of the 
arrivals and despatches of goods subject to Town Duty with 
the Government statistics for those same goods is difficult for 
the following reasons — 

(a) Aruvals of Beer, Sugar, Spirits and Ghee in Bond and 

for Government account, and “ through ” consign- 
ments m transit under By-law IV 4 appear m the Gov- 
ernment statistics, but, being exempt from Town 
Duty, they are ignored m the Municipal Returns 

( b ) In Beer and in fine and spirits dealers forfeit a con- 

siderable portion of the Refund due on goods re- 
exported, through the necessity of breaking bulk or 
making up leakage before re-exporting 
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(c) It appears that the term te spirits i9 for the purpose of 
Town Duties excludes methylated spirits, while the 
same term in Government statistics includes that 
article This fact which is incomprehensible led to 
the only substantial error found m the figures given 
by the Chamber 

(^) The movement m flour is almost entirely on the export 
side and ought to be placed against the imports of 
wheat 

(g) The movements of Timber by rail are not returned 
separately m the Government statistics, nor are they 
m the Municipal statistics separated from the move- 
ment by sea. 

(/) The Government statistics took no cognizance of fire- 
wood movements before 1895-1896 

It was therefore found impossible to make a really satisfactory 
examination of the figures relating specifically to flour, timber, 
and Fne wood. 

Section 468 (1) of the City of Bombay Municipal Act is as 
follows — 

“ The Commissioner shall cause all by-laws from time to time 
m force to be printed and shall cause printea copies thereof 
cc to be delivered to any person desiring the same on payment 
u of a fe<* of two annas for each copy (2) Notice of the fact 
“ of copies of the by-laws being obtainable at the said price and 
<e of the place where and the person from whom the same are 
4 obtainable shall be given by the Commissioner fiom time to 
‘ time by advertisement m the local newspapers 99 Both sub- 
sections would appear to have become a dead letter 

As there appears to be some misapprehension as to the main 
Refund provision of the Act, it is well to quote here Sec 195 
(1) which says — c< When any article upon which town duty 
“has been paid shall be exported from the City, the full amount 
tc of the duty so paid shall, subject to the provisions hereinafter 
,f contained, be refunded ” 
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Undei By-law IV , goods m ti ansi t may be sent straight fiom 
quay to rail or vice versa , free of town duty on the payment of a, 
small fee for supervision by a town duties officer It is found 
that while the largest export houses do not avail themselves of 
the by-law m question, it has been to a consideiable extent 
taken advantage of by native dealers m ghee, etc , during 1900. 
The fees do not appear m the Municipal accounts, for the reason 
that the railways perform the duties of supervision, and retain 
the fees m full This may possibly account for the fact that, 
while the commission allowed to the Port Trust and railways 
for collection of town duties is theoretically 3 per cent , we 
have found the actual cost of collection ovei ten years to amount 
to 3 42 per cent Whatever the amount of these fees may be, 
they must be added to the pure waste involved 

In the minority report made by a particular member of the 
Municipal Committee appointed on 7th December 1899, refer- 
ence is made to a report by Mr DuBoulay, m which he suggested 
that many of the evils attending the present system would be 
removed by the institution of a small duty upon all imports, but 
without lefunds This would nave obvious advantages , but 
from specific enquiries made it appears that the houses most 
largely engaged m the through tiade, although they have to 
wait months foi their lefunds, do eventually recover them at the 
cost of maintaining a staff for that purpose, and that these 
houses would theiefore not appiove of a change such as that 
suggested by Mr DuBoulay This fact seems to show that the 
burden of undue taxation falls mainly upon the smaller and 
less powerful merchants , and it follows that on that narrow class 
the piessuie must exceed the 1 per cent generally computed 

If, as stated, there be a considerable industry m Bombay 
ghee, that fact, taken m conjunction with the impracticability 
of really identifying all consignments of goods, is sufficient to 
show that ghee is not a fit subject for taxation under the pre- 
sent system The average annual net revenue from ghee after 
deduction of 6 818 per cent cost of collection, is Rs 1,57,865 , 
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and of tins it would appear that some Rs 14,000 is denved from 
ghee le-exported The legitimate revenue from this source is 
therefore some Rs- 1,44,000 If this revenue be indispensable, 
it mighf be proper to institute a countervailing excise on the 
inferior Bombay ghee or to issue a license for its manufacture 
(Read Section 394 sub-section (1) of the Municipal Act Also 
Schedule M, “Pat” Also Bombay Act No II, of 1899 
“for preventing the adulteration of ghee and other articles 
of human food 

Dr Viegas in the 17tli paragraph of his minority report 
speaks of susrar as being produced m Bombay Sugai is not 
made m Bombay fiom the raw material Such treatment of 
sugar as takes place m Bombay other than the manufacture of 
confectionery not entitled to refund is of the nature of 
refining, and in view of the loss of weight so mcuired, sugar 
so tieated might reasonably be granted refund at a higher late 

So with flour At present flour receives refund at the late 
of 75 per cent of the contemporary duty on gram If adultera- 
tion be not contemplated, the scale m question is inequitable , 
for, since Sour contains only the moie \aluable constituents 
of the giam it must — independently of cost of production — be, 
weight for weight, more valuable than gram And since bran 
and offals, though exported in large quantities, are denied 
refund, the^ floui, oF which they a r e by-products, ought to 
cany refund considerably m excess of the rate foi the gram 
of which all those products are made It is possible that the 
75 per cent refund was fixed with legard to the fact that gram 
yields about 70 to 75 per cent of its weight m flour If this 
be so and the by-products are not entitled to lefund, the duty 
paid upon a given weight of giam ought to be refunded m full 
upon flour representing 75 per cent of that weight Therefore 
the calculation of refund payable on one candy of flour all the 
by-products of which have also been exported, ought to be, 
taking duty at As 8, as follows — 75 100 As 8 As 10 
pies 8 — instead of As 6 as is actually paid Even allowing 

cc — 13 
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for the local consumption of some poifcion of the by-products 
and for the possibility of adulteration, flour ought probably to 
be allowed refund at a rate at least equal to that on gram The 
present arrangement puts Bombay -made flour at a disadvantage 
as against impoited flour , for whereas a candy of imported 

flour pays uuiy a auu itjueivee xefund in full, a candy of 
Bombay-made flour represents 1 38 candies of wheat on which 
As 10 pies 8 has been paid Yet the latter when exported 
receives only As 6 refund, leaving a loss of As 4 p 8 

It is noticeable too that, whereas, according to Government 
•returns, the average Bombay consumption of gram was 7,19,978 

candies per annum (1 86 lbs per head per diem on a popula- 
tion of 8 lakhs) That local consumption, according to Munici- 
pal figures, varied from candies 6,68,820 m ] 892-93 (1 73 lbs 
per head per diem) to candies 16,22 566 (4-2 lbs pei head per 
diem) m 1899-1900 There has probably been a decline m the 
population of Bombay since plague appeared That decline 
piobably fiist took effect on the local consumption of gram m 
1896-97 The average local consumption m the six years 
proceeding 1896-97 is therefore taken, and the average for the 3 
ensuing years The gram movement m 1899-1900 was so 
abnormal that great part of it may have been carried forwaid in 
stock , so it will be safer m this paragraph to ignore both the 
Government and the Municipal figuies for that year The 
Government figures then give an average yearly grain consump- 
tion, 1890-91 to 1895-96, of candies 708,284, (1 83 lbs pei head 
per dtem) a decline of 4 16 per cent A decline of 4 16 per 
cent on 8 lakhs of population leaves 766,720, which approxi- 
mately tallies with Census * The Municipal figures on the 
other hand show for the same periods an increase of 18 78 pei 
cent , i e , fiom candies 901 117 (2 33 lbs per head per diem) 
to candies 1,070,362 (2 77 lbs per head per diem) This might 
have been m a sense accounted for if the Municipal figures 
had shown a proportionate increase m exports of wheat flour 


Bee Table on page 111. 
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But, whereas the Government figuies for such exports 
(even without despatches by rail which are not included) show, 
m the averages for the six years' period and for the three years’ 
period, an increase from candies 1,06,665 per annum to 
candies 1,09,502 per annum, the Municipal figures show a 
decrease from candies 85,504 per annum to candies 81,135 per 
annum 

The manner m which refunds are withheld may peihaps be 
gauged by the suit brought by JosJn Dewjee Hoolji on the 
I8th July 1900 before the Chief Judge of the Court of Small 
Causes as reported m the Times of India of the 20th and 25th 
of that month On pages 245, 246 of the Municipal Commis- ' 
sioner r s Report for 1899-1900 the grounds on which refunds have 
been withheld from the plaintiff and from others are set forth, 
and it is there stated that the decision of the Court, which wat> 
adverse^to the Municipality, entailed the payment of some three 
lakhs of refunds withheld on similar and insufficient giounds — 

{Appendix, L ) 


WORKING OP THE SEA CUSTOMS ACT 

Towards the close of 1900 the Madras Chambei of Commerce 
had under consideration the question of certain difficulties ex- 
perienced by importers m the working of that portion of the Sea 
Customs Act relating to the levy of duty on imported goods 
On the 19th December 1900 that body addressed the Com- 
mittee, suggesting that a joint representation should be made 
to Government for an amendment of the Act m the lespect 
alluded to 

The particulars furnished by the Madras Chamber received 
the careful consideration of the Committee, but they did not 
think that any useful purpose would be served by such a 
representation as was suggested They accoidmgly replied to 
the Madias Chambei to this affect, under date 10th January 
1901 {Appendix M ) 
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INCREASE IN THE CHINESE IMPORT DUTIES 
ON COTTONS 

In June 1901 the Committee received intelligence of the 
proposed very great enhancement of the Chinese Impoit Duties 
as a means of financing the Indemnity demanded by the 
Powers for the disturbances of 1900 and their sequelce 
After consulting the Bengal Chamber in the matter, the 
Committee decided to address Government pointing out that an 
increase of such duties to 10 per cent ad valorem would be 
sufficient to produce a very substantial decline m the volume of 
trade and m certain directions to kill it If it had been possible 
1 to abolish effectually the lilnn and other internal charges to 
which trade in transit was subjected in China, the objection 
would have been very much less , but it was not considered by 
those best acquainted with the conditions that such abolition 
could be made effective While the charges referred to re- 
mained in foice the trade would probably bear an actual five 
per cent, duty which, the Committee understood, was not m 
all cases collected , but they submitted that a ten per cent 
tariff m conjunction with the lilun and other dues would 
disastrously affect the tiade and cripple Indian Spinning and 
Weaving industries which have giown up m reliance upon that 
trade as one of their chief means of subsistence The Com- 
mittee accordingly begged that the matter might be brought to 
notice and that the gist of the Chamber’s views might be 
communicated by cable to the proper authorities m London. 

A similar representation was addressed by the Bengal Chamber 
to the Government of India, under date 27th June, 1901 

The views of the two Chambers were in due course commu- 
nicated to the India Office by the Government of India, and on 
2nd October, 1901, the Committee were favoured with a copy of 
a Despatch fiom the Secretary of State, as also copy of a 
communication from the Foreign Office, on the subject In the 
latter communication it was explained that the special rates 
levied on cotton goods imported into China had been fixed m 
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1858 and had been calculated on a basis of 5 per cent 
ad valorem , but that, owing to fluctuations m value these rates 
no longer represented an ad valorem equivalent of 5 per cent. 
The Chinese Government were entitled by Treaty to a periodi- 
cal revision of the Tariff , m these circumstances His 
Majesty’s Government could not refuse their assent m conjunc- 
tion with the other Powers now engaged m negociatioos with 
China, to the duties being replaced on the Treaty basis of an 
effective five per cent , and it was impossible to mate an 
exception m favour of Indian Cottons His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, it was added, bad intimated that, should they at some 
future time find it advisable to agree to any increase m the 
Tanff beyond the Treaty rate of five per cent , they would 
require from the Chinese Government, by way of compensation 
the gpant of commercial advantages, and it was not their 
intention to arrive at a decision with regard to these until 
they had asceitamed the views of those concerned m the China 
trade The Secretary of State for India, m forwaidmg the 
above communication from the Foreign Secretary, said 
“ Having considered m Council the statement of facts contained 
‘ r m that letter, I do not think that any further representation 
“ on my part in behalf of the Indian Cotton Mill Industry is 
“ practicable The highei duties which the Chinese Govern- 
<( ment contemplate imposing will affect the British Cotton 
“ industry as well as the Indian, and special treatment of the 
“ latter is obviously not possible ” 

In connexion with the recent Chinese tioubles and the 
difficulties and delays that attended settlement of the questions 
involved, members who have access to a copy of the Report of 
this Chamber for tbe year 1840-1841 should refer to the 
Appendix thereto and note the very remarkable parallels presents 
ed by the situation which has recurred after sixty years' 
interval — ( Appendix N ) 
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FRENCH IMPORT TARIFF 

At the annual general meeting of the United Planteis’ Asso- 
ciation of Southern India, Madras, held on 31st July, 1801, it 
was resolved “ that having regard to the temporary and uncer- 
tain nature of the present fiscal arrangements affecting the 
importation of tea, coffee and pepper into France, the Govern- 
ment; of India should be strongly urged to represent to the 
Secretary of State for India the serious effect that any enhance- 
ment of the tariff would have on the planting industries and 
the necessity for immediate action in the matter ” The Associa- 
tion in question accordingly addiessed Government m terms 
qf this Resolution, and on 9th August, 1901, the Chamber was 
requested ly the Associatioh to express to Government its full 
concurrence m the views submitted The matter had the best 
attention f the Committee but they consideied that such in- 
tervention as was proposed to them would not serve any useful 
purpose They accordingly advised the Association m question 
to this effect under date lfith August, 1901 — {Appendix O ) 


CUSTOMS FINES IN RUSSIA. 

Papers regarding the procedure to be followed m cases of 
Customs fines m Russia were forwarded to the Chamber by the 
Government of India, Department of Finance and Commerce, 
under date 17th January, 1901, and were m due course*circulated 
to members of the Chamber 

Cases not unfrequently arise of fines being imposed on vessels 
by the Russian Customs authorities on account of clerical errors 
in bills of lading or other ship's papers His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at St Petersburg has expressed the opinion that the 
proper mode of proceeding in such cases appears to be insuffi- 
ciently known to British ship-owners, who usually address 
hemseives to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, or to 
;he British Embassy at St Petersburg It is essential, therefore, 
10 th with a view to avoid delay and in order to secure proper 
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attention to the facts of the case, for the owners or the agents 
of the vessel or goods on which a fine is imposed to follow the 
pi escribed form of procedure, which is to send a petition, drawn 
up m the English, French, German or Russian languages, and 
furnished with the requisite Russian Stamps, to the Russian 
Minister of Finance, setting forth all the facts of the case, and 
praying for a remission or reduction of the fine imposed Should 
the applicants fail by this means to obtain redress or m some 
urgent cases even before a reply is received to their petition, 
they may apply direct to His Majesty’s Ambassadoi at St 
Petersburg, asking him to support their request , and when this 
course is adopted, a copy of the petition to the Russian Minister* 
of Finance should invariably accompany such communication , 
but m no case should the complaint be brought to ^he notice of 
the Impenal Government, m the first instance, by the channel 
of His Majesty’s, Embassy or Consulate It is particularly 
important that the necessity should be realized of exact accuracy 
m, and careful verification of, the weights of goods m documents 
required, b) r the Russian Customs for the assessment of duty 
The Regulations permit a margin either way of 8 per cent to 

cover trifling miscalculations ox differences due to inherent or 
other causes When weight is over-stated, the penalty is that 
duty is assessed on the weight thus given, 01 m other words, the 
weight of the goods is taken, to the shipper’s loss, at his own 
estimate In cases of undei estimation a fine is imposed of 3§ 
the duty on the difference between the given and the real weight 
It should be borne m mmd that fines foi infractions, however, 
trifling of the Russian Customs Regulations, are not imposed m 
a vexatious spirit, but rather m older to msuie the strict obser- 
vance of these Regulations, which a tendency has at times been 
evinced to disregaid It it therefore of gieat importance, m 
order to avoid the imposition of these fines, that shipowners and 
shipmasters should make themselves familiar with the require- 
ments of the Russian Customs Regulations, a translation of 
which appeared m the Loudon Gazette of the 15 th June 188fi, 

r>a,<ra 
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NEW PERSIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

In a notification published by the Government of India, 
Finance and Commerce Department, No 8496 S R , dated Simla 
4th July, 1901, it was stated that by a new Persian law, which 
came into force on 8rd April, 1901, all inland Customs-Houses, 
and transit and othei dues naid on imported goods tiansported 
from piace to place m rersia had been abolished In place of 
these dues, the law prescribes uniform import and export duties 
of 5 per cent ad valorem on goods, irrespective of their origin 
or the nationality of the trader, and a rahdat i toll or road-tax 
of 120 shahis per mule load of 120 kilograms, or approximately 
six pence pei 240 lbs The lahdai i is taken on the departure 
of the goods from the frontier oi port for the mtenor on their 
actual weight and is payable by the earners, and not by the 
owners, of the goods. 


GERMAN COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

With reference to the Geiman Law relating to commercial 
relations with the Bntish Empire, a Notification was published 
by the Beilin authorities under date 11th June, 1901, stating 
that the Council of the Empire had determined for the period 
after 30th July, 1901, to accord until fiuthei notice to subjects 
and products of the United Kingdom of Great Ionium and 
Iteland, as well as to those of Butish Colonies and Foreign 
possession, with the exception of Canada, the same puvileges 
as are gi anted to the subjects and products of the most-fa vour- 
ed-nation 

WORKING OF THE CUSTOMS HOUSE IN BOMBAY 

{See Chamber ’s Repot t, 1890, p 603, and 1894, p 260 ) 

During the reason 1900-1901 the delays attending the 
passage of import goods through the Customs House continued 
to inconvenience importers directly and expoiters indirectly, 
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thiough the consequent congestion m the sheds at the Docks 
The matter was repeatedly discussed m an informal manner by 
the Committee , and, since there appealed to be unanimity as 
to the causes and lemedies of the difficulties, the piopnety 
of addressing the Collector oi Customs m the mattei was under 
consideiation when the Poit Tiust raided the question of the 
transfer to the Dock of some pait of the Custom House 
business There seemed some prospect that this question would 
afford an occasion for the discussion of the Custom House 
procedure as it at piesent exists , and m this hope the Com- 
mittee m their lettei of the 16 th August already leferred to, 
offered to depute some of then members to meet the Collector * 
of Customs Since no leply was received to that letter, the 
Committee, m December, weie obliged to resume consideration 
of the difficulties that had previously claimed then attention 
A Sub-Committee was appointed to stud^ and lepoit on that 
mattei * and, before meeting, the individual membeis of that 
Committee made sepaiate tests as to the delays encountered 
in the various departments They weie thus m a position to 
criticise with confidence and to offer specific suggestions for the 
remedy of the evils ascertained to exist Those cuticisms and 
suggestions weie embodied m a draft letter to the Collectoi 
which was adopted by the General Committee and forwarded to 
that official with slight modification 

It was therein stated that the enquiry undertaken by the 
Committee had m the opinion of the Members established that 
it was no uncommon thing foi the passage of a set of documents 
through the required routine in the Customs House to occupy 
from three to thiee-and-a-half or e\enfour days It was unne- 
cessary to say that such delays were wasteful, inasmuch as a 
large number of employees m Commercial offices were kept 
waiting until a single cleik m the Customs House dealt with 
then respective j.apei^ It had been found that the gieate *t 
delay occcured m the piocess of obtaining the original manifest 
number That piocess appeared with striking amtoimity to 
occupy rather over twenty-four houis, the documents being 
cc— 14 
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deposited with the number clerk on the morning of one day 
and re-issued about noon on the following day The getting 
of the index: number and the passing through the Peimanent 
Deposit Office appeared m some cases to be done with fair 
expedition , but the delays m the process of appraizmg were 
very serious This the Committee believed to be to a 
considerable extent due to the complexity of the system m this 
Department , and they recognized that a certain amount of 
complexity was probably indispensable to security from fraud 
But while they did not think that it would be fitting that they 
should offer specific suggestions as to the alterations of system 
‘ whereby greater simplicity might be attained without loss of 
efficiency, they submitted that, both m the said department 
and m that for the issue of Manifest Numbeis, delay occurred 
on a scale not consistent with the reasonable convenience of 
trade It was added that the Committee had been unable to 
hear of any valid reason foi the maintenance of thS usage 
thereby the Customs House staff, concerned, as it was, almost 
exclusively with the movements of commerce, continued, to the 
detriment of the public convenience, to keep houns so Very 
much shoifcer than the meicantile community on whose opera- 
tions its delays were so serious a drag The Committee ventured 
to express the opinion that a very substantial measure of im- 
provement could be accomplished by an increase of the staff— 
especially in the two departments specified — and by the adoption 
of a rule that all Custom^ House servants should $ork not less 
than from 10 am to 5 pm Tlieie was believed to exist an 
impression that it was neces^aiy to let members of the appraiz- 
mg staff away early in ordei that they might inform themselves 
about current prices of articles , but the Committee believed it 
to be the case that aftei four o’clock was not a good time to 
rbtain the information lequired and that the end in view would 
behest attained by such an mciease m the staff as would 
anable each appiaizei m rotation to spend a whole day m 
enquiry — ( Appendix P ) 

Note -Bead Chamber’s Report for 1813 14, 4th quarter, page 8 
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PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRANCH CUSTOM 
HOUSE AT THE PRINCE’S DOCK 

(See Chamber s Repents 1890, pp 203-602, and 1894, p 260 ) 

The Trustees of the Poit had undei their consideration, dur- 
ing the year, the proceduie with regard to the payment of Im- 
perial Duty on imported goods It was represented to them by 
the Acting Docks Superintendent that, if Imperial duty were 
received at the Prince’s Dock Custom House, the gam m time 
to merchants would amount to neaily two days and sometimes 
perhaps over that time, while the same period would be gained 
by the Trustees for clearance of the transits sheds, which 
would prove of immense benefit, as the sheds could then 
be put to much greater use It was further pointed out 
that with regard to free goods, the obtaining of “ Number ” on 
the Import Documents m the Foit is a piocess that piactically 
means a loss of one day before a mei chant is m a position to 
go to the Docks to pay his Dock chaiges and clear his goods ; 
and that the gain of even one day would be a great advantage 
as the transit sheds would clear more lapidly It was also 
pointed out that the caigo brought to the Docks by Messrs 
Shepherd Sc Co ’s steamers is always cleared with great rapidi- 
ty on account of the facilities provided, under a special arrange- 
ment that exists between the Customs Department and Messrs 
Shepherd & Co , and foremost among which is that the Customs 
“ Numbering 99 work is done at the Docks It was held that an 
extension of the system to all free goods carried by other Compa- 
nies would be a boon to the tiade The Tiustees, m addressing 
the Commissioner of Customs, stated that it would greatly 
facilitate the clearance of import cargoes if the two changes 
proposed by the Dock Superintendent weie effected that is 
if m the case of all goods, the woik of giving numbers to Im- 
port documents weie transferred to the Dock Custom House, 
and, if m the case of dutiable goods, arrangements were made 
to receive payments for the Imperial Duty also at the Docks 
The Committee on receiving from the Port Trustees a copy of 
the recommendations made by them to Government conveyed 
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to the Commissioner of Customs a geneial expiession of their 
approval of those recommendations On the invitation of the 
Collectoi of Customs, the Committee renewed m slightly ex- 
panded form their support of the suggestions made by the Port 
Tiustees, uigmg that the proposed tiansfer of some of the 
Custom House business to the Docks would be of very gieat 
advantage to the tiade of the Port, and offering to depute some 
of their numbers to discuss the matter with the Collectoi should 
he so desire it — {Appendix Q, ) 

DOCKS. 

SHIPS MOVED IN COURSE OP LOADING 

On the 29th of June 1901, a complaint was received from a 
Member of the Ohambei to the effect that grave inconvenience 
had been caused to various shippers by the circumstance of 
certain vessels having been moved by the Dock authorities from 
one berth to another, while m the act of loading It was con- 
sidered desirable that befoie addressing the Port Tiust m the* 
matter, the facts as stated should be confirmed by the agents of 
the steamers named This was done and when the replies of 
those agents had been received, the circumstances as detailed 
weie communicated to the Port Trust with an enquny as to the 
reasons foi the movements referred to The Port Trustees m 
replying on the 29th July, enclosed a copy of their Dock 
Superintendent's leport m the matter , and, having r regaid to* 
the frequent allusion therein to the congestion of Import cargo 
at the Docks, expressed the view that the only remedy was to 
be found in an meiease of the shed accommodation at the 
Docks, which xnciease, as the Chamber was aware, was being 
made on a large scale The mam part of the said Report dealt 
with the specific complaints made and need not be reproduced 
here, but Paragraph 5 thereof lays it down that “Shifts are 
only made when unavoidably necessary and for one ot the 
following reasons — - 

(a) When one shed will not hold an entne cargo and 
where a second shed has to be made use of to finish. 
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(b) When a shed with Import goods does not clear suf- 

ficiently quick foi an export vessels cargo 

( c ) When an export cargo has from the first, for want of 

space, to be spi ead over two sheds 

<£ Each shift causes no end of inconvenience m working to this 
department , it also entails much extra work and trouble on 
the Dock Masters Department No Superintendent or Dock 
Official would willingly couit a shift, seeing the great inconve- 
nience all round that follows The shifting of vessels for the 
purpose of allowing the docks to be made the most use of is 
nothing new, however, and if it were not resorted to, probably 
20 per cent of the vessels aiming or wishing to load would’ 
either not be able to get working berths or be so delayed that 
the time lost would altogether discount the value of the docks ” 
The Committee, while feeling that the state of matters so des- 
cnbed and also certain passages m the specific explanations 
given by the Docks Superintendent were open to further cri- 
ticism, considered that no very important purpose could be 
served by its expression , and they contented themselves with 
emphasising, m their letter of thanks to the Port Trustees, the 
great inconvenience caused by such shifts as were described and 
the desirability of obviating that inconvenience m all but cases 
of really urgent necessity 


SHIPMENT OP CARGO ON FRIDAYS 

In consequence of complaints having been made of delay in 
the grant to shippers of mates’ receipts on Fridays, the Acting 
Superintendent of the Victoria and Prince’s Docks notified to 
shippers on 4th July 1901 that he had instructed his staff m the 
case of shipments made on Fridays to obtain the mates’ receipts 
at once and make them over to the shippers on the same day 
(Friday) so as to give time for Bills of Lading to be obtained 
and despatched by Saturday’s mails A copy of the above 
instructions was forwarded to the Chamber on 4th July 1901, 
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and on 11th idem, the Committee on behalf of the mercantile 1 
community thanked the Dock's Superintendent for the con- 
sideration shown by him in this matter. 


I INSPECTION OF VESSELS LEAVING BOMBAY ON 
SUNDAYS 

( Reference Report for 1900, pp 124-354 ) 

In the lettei addressed to the Chamber by the Bombay 
Government, No 5733a, dated 3id November 1900, it was 
stated that the Government of India had decided that the fee 
levied m the case of caigo and mail steamers at all ports m India 
and Burmah and for all vessels at the ports of call m the Madras 
Presidency should be Rs 25, and that m the case of ordinary 
passenger steameis at poits outside the Madras Presidency the 
fee should stand at Rs 50 It was added that mail steamers 
for the purposes of these rules would be considered to include 
only those under contract to sail on Sundays or the specified 
holidays, namely, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, the Queen's 
Birthday and Christmas Day The Government of India had 
also decided that similar fees should be levied m the case 
of vessels arriving from infected ports at clean ports m 
India. 

Under date, 19th June 1901, the Committee received a fur- 
ther communication fiom Government to the effect that the 
Government of India had decided to exempt shipowners from 
the payment of the fees detailed above, for the medical inspect 
tion of vessels by the Poit Health Staff oil Sundays and the 
holidays mentioned , and, m reply to an enquuy from the 
Chambei, Government further stated, on 24th July 1901, that 
the exemption applied also to poits in the Madias Presidency 

The decision of Government was m due course communicated 
to members of the Chamber interested m the mattei — {Ap- 
pendix R ) 
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BILLS OP LADING 

The attention of the Chamber was called by the Bombay 
Cotton Trade Association, Ltd , on 26th July, 1901, to certain 
correspondence that had passed between that body and the 
Cotton Trade Association of Biemen, regarding the wording of 
the negligence clause m certain Bills of Lading The Bremen 
Association pointed out that shippeis complained of the clause 
m the Bill of Lading used by the Clan Line, and took particu- 
lar exception to the words in italics The clause reads as 
follows — “Neither the ship nor het owners shall be liable for 

any loss oi non-deli veiy of, damage to, o? charges upon, ihe % 
“ goods, arising either directly oi indirectly from the act of 
“ God, perils of the seas, negligence , default , oi er ror m 
“ judgment , of Pilots, Master, Manners , or other senants 
“ of the owners , insufficient packing ” 

The Bremen Association also suggested that more general 
use should be made of the Eastern Tiade Bill of Lading form 
(Inwaids), except that in the sentence fC Master or Crew in 
the management oi navigation of the ship,” the word “ manage- 
ment ” should be eliminated 

The matter leceived the careful consideiation of the Com- 
mittee, but they did not see their way to take any effective 
.action regarding it The papers were accordingly letumed to 
the Bombay Cotton Trade Association on 1st August, 1901, with 
the thanks of the Committee for having affoided them an oppor- 
tunity of considering the matter 

The Committee desires to redirect public attention, as was 
done last year, to the fact that the Chamber's official recognition 
of a certain form of Bill of Lading, given m 1872 (see Report 
for 1871-72, p p 12 to 193), was withdrawn m 1882 (see Report 
for 1881-82, p p. 148 & 296), and that foi nearly twenty years 
no authority has existed for the u^e on a Bill of Lading of 
words or stamps suggesting the existence of such recognition 
(see Report for 1900, page 111 ) 
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GUARANTEE LETTERS UNDER BILLS OF LADING 

From a member of the Chamber the Committee leceived, 
undei date 16th October, 1901, a copy of the usual guarantee 
form which is customanly given at this Poit to Captains of 
steamers, indemnifying them against claims for signing clean 
Bilk of Lading m cases when Mates receipts boie remaiks, 
and the Committee were requested to obtain the sanction 
and approval of the Chamber for its adoption 

In replying to the him, under date 17th October, 1901, the 
Committee stated that the foim of a Letter of Guaiantee, such 
as the one submitted, appeared to them to be a matter of 
private arrangement between paities, and that, just as the 
Chamber had not thought it expedient to adopt and sanction 
any particular form of Bill of Lading, so they could not give 
their imp? imatur to any particular form of Letter of Guarantee 

NOTICE OF READINESS TO LOAD OR DISCHARGE 
UNDER A CHARTER PARTY 

CUSTOM OF THE PORT 

In December 1900, the Committee weie consulted by the 
Ceylon Chamber of Commeiee as to the correct interpretation 
m Bombay of the words m the Chartei Party — Working 
days according to the Custom of the Port ” , also as to the time 
up to which the Captain of a Chartered Vessel may give notice 
to the local Agents of the Charterers of his leadmess to either 
load or discharge 

With regard to the hist enquny, the Committee stated that 
during the rams a Sub-Committee is appointed for the purpose 
of deciding references as to whole, half, or non-weather woilung 
days In regard to the second point, it was explained that the 
custom of the Port of Bombay as regaids loading had been 
that suck notice must be given befoie 5pm, when the Custom 
House closes It was added that since the above was accepted 
as the custom of the Port, a modification had been made m 
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the rules of the Custom House, whereby a steamei arnvmg 
m Bombay m ballast might be entered at the Customs befoie 
hei arrival, so that the above custom was not always applicable 
to the cancelling date of Chaitei Paities As to “discharges,” 
it was explained that steameis cauymg general cargoes com- 
menced unloading as a lule on amval , others aecoiding to the 
teims of the Chaitei Party 

With lefeience to the above decision, a him m Bombay, 
under date 28th January 1901, desired information as to 
whether Chaitei eis aie obliged to accept notice of leadme^s 
if — (a) a steamer amves unexpectedly m ballast subsequent 
to 4 p m , which tjhe writers stated was the latest houi for 
entering a steamer m wards m Bombay , ( b ) the firm 
also desired to know whether notice of leadmess held good 
if a steamer was only cleai of mwaid caigo after 4 pm, and 
could not be enteied outwards m consequence of hei port of 
loading being still undeclared b> Chaitei eis The Committee, 
on 31st Januaiy 1901, gave it as then opinion that ( a ) a 
steam ei ai riving unexpectedly m ballast subsequent to 4 p in , 
must be accepted by the Charteieis it there is in the Chartei 
Party nothing to the contiaiy In the second case (6) the 
Committee considered that notice of leadiness holds good — 
(. Appendt % S) 


SHIPMENT IN THE STREAM 

On the 16th July, 1901, a leading him m Bombay addressed 
the Chamber asking for the Committee’s opinion as to the light 
of a ship in cei tain cncumstances to demand delivery of caigo 
in the stream The mattei w^s consideied with great care, but 
the Committee found it difficult to frame any geneial pronounce- 
ment upon a mattei which might involve extraordinary condi- 
tions They, theiefoie, stated that if there was any special case 
m point and the enquiieis would furnish the Chamber with a 
statement of the tacts (with, it possible, copies of the lelativc 
documents) the matter would let eive fuithei consideration Tc 
this communication, no reply was received 
cc— 15 
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TONNAGE SCALE 
CRUSHED BONES 

With lefeience to the Scale for Crushed Bones— which was 
confirmed, m accoidance with ascei tamed measurements, on 14th 
February, 1900 — the Committee, m view of difficulties experien- 
ced by the trade m fixing the exact scale foi the different 
grades of Crushed Bones shipped from Bombay, obtained sanc- 
tion at the annual geneial meeting of the Chamber held on 6th 
March, 1901, to the addition of the following foot-note m the 
Tonnage Scale regarding the standard samples of this article 
which aie kept m the Chamber “ These standards are for 
guidance only In case of disagreement, either shipper or 
steamer may claim survey by the Chamber, which may fix any 
scale as per standards intermediate oi otherwise ..A survey 
fee of Rs 80 shall be paid on submission of the case 0 ’ 

The Committee at the same time considered it advisable to 
forward to the Kaiachi Chamber samples of these standards 
They accoidingly addressed that body on 13th February, 1901, 
stating that the purpose of the tests m accordance with which 
the scales foi Ciushed Bones were deteimined was not to pre- 
scribe a sene^ of standards undei one or othei of which all gusts 
mu4 be shipped, but to fix one or two points, leaving the ship- 
ment of inter mediate grades to be settled by private bargain, 
keeping the said points m view 

Samples of these standards are now to be seen at the hut 
of the Chamber’s measuiei at Victona Bock But it must be 
understood that the measuiei s aie forbidden to express any 
opinion as to matteis m which reference may be made to these 
samples 

COTTON SEED 

Messrs Killick Nixon and Co addiessed the Chamber on 18th 
Februaiy, 1901, desiring to be informed whether the Cotton Seed 
at present shipped from Bombay m large quantities was similar 
to that tested by the Chamber some yeais ago and scaled at 
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1 j \ cwts to the ton The Committee, on 21st Febniaiy, mfoim 
ed the firm that m the aibitration conducted by the Chamber 
on 16th January, 1901, (page 13 of this Report) it was held that 
the samples of cotton seed then submitted, and which were 
understood to represent the bulk of the shipments from Bombay, 
came under the scale of 13 cwts to the steamei ton It was 
added that theie had been no l e-test loi tonnage of cotton seed 
for some yeais, but that, since the desuiption of cotton seed 
cc cleaned, and foi which the scale of 15 cwt was fixed, was not 
now shipped, the Committee would propose at the Annual 
General meeting that the said description be for the present 
omitted fiom the Chambers Tonnage Schedule as a possible 
cause of confusion Acoidmgly at the general meeting of mem- 
bers held on 6th March, 1901, it was resolved tc that ct tton 
seed, cleaned, be for the piesent omitted from the Chamfer’s 
Tonnage Scale, and that this alteration be gnen effect to m 
the supplement now being printed foi publication with the 
report foi the last yeai ” 

“ BROKEN STOWAGE ” 

Replying to enquiries addressed to the Chambei under dates 
17th January, 1901, and 21st October, 1901, the Committee 
stated that the term “ Broken Stowage ” applied to cargo such 
as horns and hoofs, loose , Coir Dholls, loose , Bones, loose , 
Packets of seeds , wooden railway keys, loose , which weie used 
by steamers to fill up small spaces and stow cargo, but which it 
was entirely at the option of the steamers to take or not 

BROKERAGE IN FREIGHT TRANSACTIONS, 

An enquny was addiessed to the Chambei on 18th Feb , 
1901, as to the usual brokerage paid foi securing freight in 
regular lines and outside boats The Committee replied on 
22nd March stating that such brokeiage was generally a matter 
of private arrangement Some people weie reputed to pay I per 
cent while others were known to give 4 annas pei ton or 
whatever might be agreed to 
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STONE BALLAST 

Enquny was made of the Chambei m July, 1901, as to the 
recognised scale of measurement of Stone ballast The Com- 
mittee addiessed several firms m the mattei, but the replies 
received showed that theie was no regular Scale of measuiement 
foi the article m Bombay, vanous houses apparently having 
diffeient practices m the mattei 


SANDALWOOD CHIPS 

In view of the increasing exports of Sandalwood Chips fiom 
Bombay, it was suggested to the Committee m July 1901 that a 
test should be made m older to ax live at a Scale which should 
govern all shipments of this article m futuie The Committee 
weie piepaied to act on this suggestion, but difficulties arose m 
respect of the supply to the Chamber of the quantity of Chips 
required foi the test, and the mattei was theiefoie allowed to 
drop 

While this repoit was m piepaiation, however, representations 
were again made to the Chamber to have the article tested, and 
this will be done should the stuff be made available 


CUBICAL CONTENTS OP CYLINDRICAL PACKAGES 

The Committee have been m conespondence with Messrs 
Tumei, Mon ison & Co , as to the system adopted by the Bom- 
bay Chambei of Commeice m legard to the measuiement of 
rolls of matting Fiom the papeis submitted to the Committee 
it appeared that the practice m Colombo — from which port the 
enquny emanated — m regaid to the measuiement of such cargo, 
was that m ordei to amve at the cubical measurement of a 
cylmdncal bale it was necessaiy that the mean gnth should be 
divided by 4, the quotient squared, and the resnlt multiplied 
by the length Thus a bale 12 feet m circumfeience and 10 
feet m length would be 90 feet, the same as is given m Hopp’s 
Tables for the measuiement of lound timbei In addressing 
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Meissis Turner, Momson <& Go , on 26th September 1901, the 
Committee stated that the Chamber’s measurers were mstrueted 
only to concern themselves with the correct measurement of the 
length and thickness of such packages, and that the Committee 
did not therefore think it necessary to prescribe any formula 
for the calculation of contents on the basis of measurement so 
found 

Addressing the Chamber again on 21st October, 1901, Messrs 
Tmnei, Morrison <§; Co , submitted cop} of a furthei letter fiom 
then Colombo friends, m which they desired an authoritative 
ruling as to how to obtain the correct cubical contents of 
packages of the character mentioned 

On the institution of inquiries among the various shipping 
Companies, it was found that the loimuke most common!} m use 
for the contents of cylindrical packages gave a veiv substantial 
erroi , and that either of the two foimulce which give a conect 
result was as easy to work as those that were defective It was 
felt that if the absence of umfoxmit} and conectness m the 
formula used were giving rise to disputes, as was likely, it w T ould 
be desiiable to make some pronouncement m favour of a foimula 
that did m fact calculate that which it professed to calculate 
It was, however, necessary to keep m view the circumstance 
that the existing rates of freight on cylindrical packages had 
probably been fixed with regard to the enoneous results given 
by the formula at present used, and that a sudden repudiation of 
that formulae would therefore m many instances have the 
effect of an alteration on the tonnage scale And since no 
alteration of the Tonnage Scale can be made without the 
sanction of a General Meeting of the Chamber, it was resolved 
to hold the rnattei over till the next Annual Geneial Meeting, 
and meantime to inform Messrs Tumei, Mormon & Co that 
the mattei would then probably be dealt with 

Meantime, the Committee being satisfied that the matter 
called for action on the pait of the various Chambers m the 
mail time cities of India, and having m view the fact that the 
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said Chamber would probably be holding their Annual Geneiaf 
Meetings shortly, issued a cncular letter suggesting that a 
uniform and piactically correct formula should be adopted m all 
the ports — (See Report of General Meeting ) 


PILFERAGE OF CARGO IN TRANSIT 

By a letter from the London Chamber of Commerce, dated 
22nd November, 1901, the Committee learned that complaints 
regarding pilferage of cargo in transit had been received by that 
body from Colonial Chambers Since those complaints had been 
accompanied by a request for action on the part of the London 
phamber, the latter, aftei piehmmary enquiiies, appointed a 
Special Committee to leport upon the matter , and the evidence 
examined by that Committee satisfied the members that the 
robbenes were systematised and had leached enormous dimen- 
sions On their recommendation a detective staff was engaged 
to stamp out the evil , and the Chambers m Bombay and*other 
British ports weie invited to co-opeiate for the information and 
guidance of that &taff 

The letter of the London Chamber was accompanied by a 
number of copies of a form to be filled up by any merchant in 
whose experience any future cases of pilfering should occur, and 
it was requested that those forms should be distributed with a 
recommendation that particulars should be furnished m every 
case This was done accordingly , but m the covering circular 
it was suggested that all such reports should be sent to this 
Chamber for tiansmission to the London Chamber, as it seemed 
to the Committee important that theie should be in this office 
some record of matters about which correspondence might sub- 
sequently arise 

The following are the particular required — • 

Name and addiess of Shippei 

Name and address of Consignee 

Port of Shipment Date of Shipment 

Port of Discharge Date of Discharge, 
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Name of Vessel, voyage, and inward broker 

Date of Arrival 

Unloading Dock 

When dischaiged fiom ship 

Method of conveyance fiom ship to warehouse 

Wheie warehoused 

Description of Package 

Mark and No of package tampeied with 

Contents of package tampeied with. 

Nature of goods stolen 

Natuie of total consignment under the same mark ay the 
goods stolen 

Where the lobbery was discovered 

Outward appearance of the package wdien robbeiy was 
discovered 

Important —Whether the goods should be identified 
and by whom 

Remaiks 

A few cases of pilferage weie accoidmgly leported to this 
Chambei and transmitted to the London Chamber , and it is not 
improbable that others have been sent direct The Committee, 
take this opportunity of renewing their recommendation that ail 
cases of pilferage be reported, and that the leport be transmit- 
ted thiough this office 


COUNTERMARKS ON SUGAR IMPORTED 
FROM EUROPE 

The attention of the Chambei was called by the Port Tiust 
on 5th June, 1901, to difficulties encounteied m the Prince’s 
and Victona Docks m lespect of the distinguishing marks on 
consignments of sugar imported from Europe The ba^s con- 
taining this class of sugar were, it was pointed out, too heavy 
to be easily handled and were mailed m such a way that it was 
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impossible to soit and stack the cargo m oidei to ensme 
accurate and expeditious dehveiy The Trustees accordingly 
addressed the Chamber, asking that a representation be made 
to films connected with the import tiade, inviting their atten- 
tion to the difficulties which had been experienced, and lecom- 
mendmg that shippers should be asked to see that the counter- 
marks (distinguishing maiks of the importing houses) aie made 
legibly on the ends of the bags , instead of on the sides, so that 
they might be plainly visible while the bags were being earned 
from the ship to the shed and thereafter when stacked m sheds 
In compliance with the above lequest the Committee addressed 
♦members of the Chamber by circulai dated 24th June, 1901 
The Chamber also took the opportunity of writing to the 
Chamber of Commerce at Tneste, requesting that body to take 
corresponding steps to have the suggested alteration earned 
out by shippers m that poit 


INSURANCES ON SUGAR. 

“ By the couitesy of the Bombay Underwriters’ Association 
re the Chamber was favoured, on 25th June 1901, with a copy of 
a communication that had been addressed to that Association 
cf with legard to the excessive moisture present m a laige number 
of bags of foreign sugar imported into India undei Policies of 
Insurance A good deal of this sugar, it was stated, was 
“ exported with a view to a lapid realization of the bounties 
“ given, and sufficient time was not allowed foi the sugai to diy 
“ The sugar was brought to Hambuig m large non and wood 
“ lighters which m some cases travelled hundreds of miles by 
“ nver and canal ” Continuing the wnter said <f All the bags 
“ of sugar that I have examined give off traces of salt water m 
“ the chemical test, and undei the condition of your Policies 
“ you are of course liable for such damage Had the sugar 
“ been well dried before shipment I do not think that so 
** much sweat or steam would have been set up m conjunc- 
" tioa with the damage by salt watei and natuially the total 
“ damage would have been considerably lessened In my ex- 
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e< penence of damaged sugar suiveys, I find that at fhst sight 
“ sea water damage intensifies and increases through the na- 
e< tuial (and excessive) moistiue of ceitam kinds of beet sugar 
“ It might be difficult to suggest a remedy, but I would propose 
“ that some certificate be pioduced showing that the sugar m 
“ question had been well dned (stating the dajs or hours) and 
“ that a sample drawn showed a minimum pei cent age of water 
“ contained theiem ” 

The above information was m due couise communicated to 
members of the Chamber 

PILGRIM SHIPS ACT, 1895. 

(See Chamber's Repoit 1899, p 102) 

The only reference to the Chamber m this matter was 
with reference to an addition to Rule 53, Sub-Rule (1) of the 
Rules under the Act published with the notification of the 
Government of India in the Home* Depaitment No 262, 
dated 5th Octobei 1896 The addition proposed, namely, that 
“ Peimanent Hospitals shall be used solely foi the accommoda- 
“ tion of sick pilgrims and, m so fai as they aie not lequired for 
“the accommodation of such pilgrims, shall lemam unoccupied/* 
called foi no cuticism fiom the Chambei, and is merely cited 
m this Repoit for futuie refeience 

WEATHER WORKING DAYS 
The following decisions were given by the Committee m 1901 
as regards working and non- woi king days for vessels working m 
the Docks duung the monsoon months — 


Thursday, 

20fch June 

Full v 

eather working day 

Friday, 

21st „ 

... Half 


Saturday, 

29th „ 

Non 


Wednesday, 24tli July 

Half 

}} 17 

Thursday, 

25th „ 

Full 

ij 55 

Friday, 

26th „ 

Half 

15 55 

Monday, 

29th „ 

Half 

)) 15 

Monda} , 

5th Aug 

Half 

» 

Tuesday, 

6th „ 

Full 

55 1* 

Thursday, 

8th „ 

, Full 

11 J» 

Fiiday, 

9th „ 

Half 

11 15 


* Republished at pp 1054 to 10o7 of [mi t 1 of the Bombay &me>nvieni 
Gazette, dated 15th Oot 1896, 
oc— 16 
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It is well to place on record the fact that the Committee do 
not undertake to give decisions as to weather working or non- 
weather working days m regaid to the loading and unloading 
of vessels m the stream Such decisions, the Committee 
undeistand, are only given by the Port Officer 


EMPLOYMENT OF COLOURED LABOUR ON 
MAIL STEAMERS 

In the month of October, 1901, it became known that the 
Senate of the Australian Commonwealth had ratified a resolu- 
tion by which the House of Representatives had amended the 
Australian Postal Bill to the effect that no conti act for the 
conveyance of mails to and from that country should m the 
future be concluded with any Steamship Company that employ- 
ed coloured men among their crews The Committee imme- 
diately received from a member a strong representation, m which 
it was pointed out that the effect of this decision would be to 
throw out of employment large numbeis of British subjects, the 
majority of whom were drawn from the Bombay Presidency ; 
and it was suggested that the Chamber should approach the 
local Government with a request that a stiong protest against 
this measure should be made to the Impenal Government 

In view of the importance of the question, the Committee 
invited the co-operation of the Bengal Chambei and foiwaided 
to that body a draft of the letter it was intended to address to 
Government The Bengal Chamber agreed to simultaneous 
representation and on the 19th December the Committee sub- 
mitted to Government that the action of the Australian 
au then ties would m effect very gieatly injure a large number 
of British Indian subjects who at present live by service upon 
such vessels as would be barred by the condition which it was 
proposed to institute It was stated that the number of men 
so serving amounted to some 35,000 on the West Coast of 
India, with probably an equal numbei on the East Coast, 
making some seventy ‘thousand m all The Committee repre- 
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sented that the first effect of the Postal Bill, as amended by 
the Australian Senate, would be to seriously embarrass the 
shipping industry which was the most important branch of 
Bntish commerce, and to dislocate the Imperial system of 
communications m a measure altogether dispiopoitionate to 
the benefit to be derived from it by the small sea-faring com- 
munity of Australia It was obvious that undei the condition 
that the Australian Senate sought to impose, it might be im- 
possible to conclude mail contracts on the teims hitherto 
obtained , and unless the Commonwealth were piepared to 
make good the difference m cost or unless that policy iveie to 
be abandoned under which it had up to that time been sought 
to make the mail service of the Empire -self-suppoitmg, all 
classes of the Kmg\s subjects inhabiting other parts of his 
Dominions might have to pay an mci eased rate fox Postal com** 
mumcation Such prejudice to those communications as must 
inevitably result would, the Committee submitted, be most 
retrogiessive and greatly to be deploied They theiefore 
begged H E the Governer-in-Council to repiesent the matter 
to H E the Viceroy to the end that he might make to the 
Imperial Government such communication as he might m 
Council considei to be most likely to pi event the Impenal sanc- 
tion of the amended Bill m question — ( Appendix T ) 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN SEAMEN IN 
MERCANTILE MARINE 

BOARD OF TRADE ENQUIRY 
{Read Chamber' s Report foi 1844-45, 2nd quality page 10 } 

The Times of the 14th Januaiy, 1902, contained an announce' 
ment of the appointment by the Boaid of Ti ule of a Committee 
to enqune into and report upon — 

(1) The causes that have led to the employment of a 
large and increasing piuportion of La^ai- tud 
foreigners m the Bntish Merchant service, md the 
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effect of such employment upon the receive of sea- 
men of Bntish nationality available foi naval 
piu poses m time of peace 01 war 

(2) The sufficiency 01 otheiwise of the existing law and 

practice for securing propei food, accommodation, 
medical attention, and leasonable conditions of com- 
fort and well being foi seamen on British Merchant 
ships 

(3) The prevalence of desertion and other offences against 

discipline m the Mercantile Marine and to make 
such lecommendations with lespect to these matteis 
as they may think fit 

REDUCED FEES ON THE TRANSHIPMENT OF 
KEROSINE OIL AT BOMBAY 

Under date 6th May 1901, the Commissionei of Customs, 
Salt, Opium and Abkari, Bombay, addressed the Chamber as 
to the propnety and suitability of levying the following special 
fees on the tianshipment at Bombay of kerosme oil for foreign 
ports — 

Keiosme oil m cases — J (instead of 1 anna per case as at 

present) anna per case, 

Kerosme oil m bulk — 2 pies per 10 gallons 

The Committee saw no objection to the levy of the special fees 
m question, and accoidmgly notified their appioval to the Com- 
mis&ioner in then lettei of 29th May 1901 — ( Appendix U ) 

CONVEYANCE OF KEROSINE OIL IN VESSELS 
CARRYING NATIVE PASSENGERS 

(See Chambers Report for 1899 p p 123, 367-368) 

In 1899 the conditions undei which certain Native Passenger 
Ship3 sailing from Rangoon carry as many as 5,000 cases of 
kerosme oil, wexe considered by the Government of India 
Such consideration was piompted by representation made by the 
Presidency Port Officer of Madias to the effect that the number 
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of such cases should, m accordance with the practice obtain- 
mg m Calcutta, be limited to 100 The Rangoon Chamber of 
Commeice, having addressed Government m opposition to the 
proposed restrictions, communicated with this Chamber on the 
subject The Government of India were then of opinion that 
It was a dangerous practice to carry laige quantities of kerosme 
oil m native passenger ships They considered that the 
practice should be altogether forbidden or that a limit should 
be fixed undei rules to be fiamed either under the Native 
Passenger Ships Act, 1887, or under the Indian Petroleum Act 
1899 In addressing Government on 20th June 1899, the Com- 
mittee strongly deprecated any interference with a tiade which, 
they submitted, had for many years worked satisfactorily and 
without mishaps, and that the latitude allowed by the officials 
administering the Native Passenger Ships Act had not been 
found to be excessive or dangerous 

The matter again came befoie the Government of India in 
1901 and m addressing the Chamber on 1st June of that year 
they stated that the necessity had not, m then opinion, been 
established for prohibiting the carnage of kerosme oil in Native 
Passenger Ships oi for fixing a maximum quantity to be 
carried They considered however that kerosme oil and 
petroleum should be subjected to certain precautions, and that 
the conditions detailed by them should be laid down for the 
guidance of officeis who grant certificates to masters of Native 
Passenger Ships under section 12 of Act X of 1887 

The papers received the caieful consideration of the Com- 
mittee, who addressed Government m reply on 24th June 1901. 
Their first criticisms related to the instructions m clause (1)— 
namely, “ that such consignment is covered by a flash 
“ certificate, and that the flash point is not lower than that 
laid down m the Petroleum Act, 1899 ” The Committee did 
not consider it desnable that such mstiuctions should apply to 
Bombay, seeing that no keiosme oil can be landed m this Port 
without having been tested by the Government Analyser As 
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to instructions in clause (2) — “ that the tins containing th$ 
e£ kerosme oil or petroleum are enclosed m outer wooden 
“ cases ” — at was submitted that experience had shown the 
employment of outer wooden cases to be unnecessary and 
that therefore the instructions under this head might with 
advantage be omitted No 4 ( b ) provided that kerosme oil or 
petroleum should be “ kept separate from all other cargo 
This piovision appeared to the Committee to be moie stringent 
;han actual conditions demanded , and, while they considered 
t desirable to set a Limit to the promiscuous storage of 
verosine among other cargo, they believed it to be unnecessary 
50 insist on its being carried m a separate hold as appealed 
to be contemplated by the clause m question — ( Appendix V ) 


RICE MERCHANTS" ASSOCIATION AND FREIGHTS 

On 2nd May 1901, the Rice Merchants’ Association of Bombay 
addressed the Chamber with legaid to a conflict between that 
body and the British India Steam Navigation Company as to 
rates of freight on rice brought to Bombay by the Company’s 
vessels from Rangoon, and solicited the intervention of the 
Chamber The Committee, however, explained to the writers 
(on 7th May 1901) that, while the Chamber was concerned to 
safeguard the interests of all departments of commerce, in- 
cluding shipping, such conflicts of interest as the Association 
described, must anse m all trades and could be effectually 
settled only by spontaneous adjustment and agreement between 
the paties concerned The matter placed before the Chamber 
was therefore not one in which the Chamber could intervene 
on an ex parte invitation, and the Committee, therefore, were 
unable to accede to the desire conveyed to them This atti- 
tude the Committee felt bound to maintain m the face of 
renewed invocation by the Association* 
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THE LEVEL OF FREIGHTS SINCE 1873 

TLe following interesting figures show the gieat decline m 
freights since 1873 These figuies aie based on the weekly- 
freight quotations m the annual Reports of this Chamber The 
yeai 1873 is commonly selected as a starting point for tables 
dealing with the movement of prices, for the leason that the 
position of gold m the currencies of the world has undergone 
gieat modification since that date 

Annual average Freight on Cotton fiom Bombay to Liverpool 
m Shillings and decimah thereof. 




Via Cape 

Via Canal 

1873 .. 

... 

. 49 12 

85 74 

3874 


. . 52 04 

50 92 

1875 

, 

. 42 62 

42 24 

1876 

... 

^3 74 

43 18 

1877 

. . 

41 16 

37 38 

1878 

, , 

... 22 54 

21 90 

1879 


. . 22 90 

27 20 

1880 


32 76 

35 86 

1881 

. 

, 40 72 

39 30 

1882 ... 


. 41 46 

31 06 

1883 


39 82 

27 84 

1884 

.. 


22 54 

1885 

• . 

. 26 30 

23 70 

1886 

... 

.. 24 28 

20 34 

1887 .. 


22 50 

20 56 

1888 . . 


... . • 

21 80 

1889 . . 



22 74 

1890 .. 


. 

19 86 

1891 


... ... 

23 40 

1802 

... 

. 

15 76 

1893 



16 60 

1894 



1854 

1895 


. 

15*40 

3896 


. 

1054 

1897 . . 


• . 

12 66 

1898 


... t 

19 54 

1899 

... 

... .« 

17 10 

1900 ... 

... 

«• »* 

16 86 
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PROPOSED PUBLIC WHARF AT ADEN 
(See Chamber's Report for 1900, pp 91-272 ) 

Reference to the Chamber's Report mentioned above will 
show that this question came before the Committe m 1900, and 
that a representation was addiessed to Government m regard 
to it The matter, however, remained m abeyance, as it was 
subsequently found that the Port Tiustees of Aden — who had 
submitted the scheme — were not m a position to provide the 
requisite Government loan of 8 lakhs of rupees for the carrying 
on of the work 

During the yeai nuclei review the matter again came up foi 
consideration, and, on 18th November, the Chambei was in- 
formed by Government that a Commission had been appointed 
to take evidence and report on the feasibility of the different 
schemes which had been proposed for the construction of public 
wharves at Aden and the prospects of their proving remunera- 
tive It was stated that the points to which their attention 
would be specially directed were — 

(a) The adequacy of the existing wharves and accom- 

modation 

(b) The probability of trade development’s resulting 

from the constiuction of a public whaif 

(c) The prospect of a sufficient return by dues or other 

wise to repay with interest the loan that may be 
required to meet the cost of construction. 

( d } The question whether money to be spent on Aden 
Harbour would be best spent on a public wharf or 
on deepening the anchoige 

It may be remembered that m the conespondence with Gov- 
ernment m 1900, the Chambei stiongly urged the last point (d) 
as the Committee considered that the question of deepening 
the inner hardour at Aden, so as to enable vessels of deep draft 
to enter, remain afloat, and leave at all states of the tide, was 
more important than the proposed public wharf 
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In regaid to the Commission under notice, the Committee 
took the opportunity of representing to Government on 15th 
November, 1901, the expediency of including m the reference 
to the said Commission the question of the projected increase 
m moori ng charges , and the Committee are glad to say that m 
a letter, dated 27th November, 1901, the Bombay Government 
informed the Chamber that its suggestion had been given effect 
to — ( Appendix W.) 

MOORING CHARGES AT ADEN 

On 22nd September 1901, the attention of the Committee 
■was called by the Aden Chamber of Commeice to the draft of 
a proposed scale of enhanced charges for the use of moorings by 
vessels m that Poit which had been placed before the Govern- 
ment of Bombay by the Poxt Trustees of Aden It was pointed 
out that the proposal to so enhance these chaiges had been 
submitted for vsanction to the local Government without the 
representatives of the tiade and shipping of the Poit having 
been given any opportunity for an expression of their 
views Peiusal of the conespondence showed that to move m 
such a matter without some foim of consultation with those 
persons and bodies who, from practical experience, were most 
likely to be able to pronounce upon the effect that might be 
produced upon commeice, was to greatly increase the likelihood 
of results that would be regretted by every one interested m 
the Port The Committee, accordingly, addressed the Bombay 
Government on 10th October 1901, calling their attention tp the 
matter and requesting that His Excellency the Governor might 
be pleased to consider the expediency of delaying sanction to 
the proposed changes until fuller examination could be given it 

The Chamber’s communication was acknowledged by Gov- 
ernment on 12th October 1901 , and, on the 18th of the same 
month, the Committee were informed that the matter had been 
referred to the Political Resident, Aden, with a request that 
when the proposals of the Aden Port Trustees should be le-sub- 
mitted to Government, they might be accompanied by a copy of 
cc~17 
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such lepiesentation us the Aden Chamber may desire to submit 
On the .suggestion of the Chainbei, this question of mooring 
charges was subsequently included by Government in the 
refeience made to the Commission appointed to report upon the 
following mattei —I [Appendix X ) 

PROPOSED HARBOUR ON THE WEST COAST 
OP INDIA 

Representations weie made m February, 1901, by the United 
Planters 5 Association of Southern India to the Government of 
Madras, on the subject of the need of a Harbour on the West 
Coast As to the question of the best situation for such a 
Harbour, it was felt by the Association that it involved so many 
and varied interests, — apart from the engmeeiing question, — as to 
the most suitable local conditions, that the matter would require 
careful consideration and consultation before any particular port 
could be indicated as the most convenient In the meantime 
the Association addiessed the Chambei on 6th February, 1901, 
calling attention to the mattei, and asking for the Committee’s 
support to the lepiesentations addiessed to Government. 

The Committee, m acknowledging the receipt of the papers, 
mfoimed the United Planters 5 Association of Southern India, 
under date 21st February, 1901, that after full consideration they 
did not believe any useful puipose would be served by their taking 
part m such a representation to Government as was proposed 

AMENDMENT OF THE INDIAN PORTS ACT, 1889 

In the Chamber’s Pieport for 1900 it was stated that the 
Committee had notified then appro\ al to the Bill introduced by 
the Government of India m October 1900 foi the purpose of 
further amending Section 6 of the Indian Ports Act, 1889, m 
order to amplify the samtaiy clauses 

On 6th February 1901, the Chamber received a Notification 
from the Bombay Government embodying the views of those 
consulted on the provisions of the Bill togethei with a communi- 
cation to the Government of India, dated 12th Jammy 1901, 
containing a summaiy of such views — {Appendix Y ) 
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PORT DUES AND MOORING CHARGES IN MADRAS 

Papeis regarding ceitam amended pioposals of the Harboui 
Trust Board for reducing the Poit Dues and the Moonng 
Charges at the Poit of Madras weie leceived by the Chamber 
from the Bombay Government, under date 7th September, 1901, 
and are available to members for peiusal on application to the 
Secretary 

In Notification No 918, Maxine, dated 12th November, 1901, 
the Madras Government directed that, from and aftei 1st 
December, 1901, pilotage fees at the rate of 10 annas for eveiy 
foot or fraction of a foot, of the vessel's draught, shall be levied 
on eveiy vessel drawing more than 8 feet of water and 
using the sei vices of a pilot for passage thiough the Kilakaiai 
Channel The fees shall be pa>able at the Custom House at 
Pamban foi vessels pioceedmg to the Southward and at the 
Custom-House at Kilakarai for vessels pioceedmg to the Noith 


RULES UNDER THE INDIAN STEAM 
SHIPS ACT, 1884 

On 3id September 1901 the Chamber leceived from the Bom- 
bay Government copies of two Notifications dated 20th August 
1901, the one, No 78, consisting of xevised draft rules relating 
to the examination of engineers undei section 36 of the Indian 
Steam Ships Act, and the other, No 79, consisting of modifica- 
tions m the form of declaration for the hull, maehmeiy and life 
saving appliances of a foreign-going passengei steam-slnp or 
Indian Home trade passenger steam-ship as piovided undei 
section 24 of the same Act 

In accordance with the practice of the Chamber m such 
matteis, the papers were circulated by the Committee to repr- 
esentatives of the shipping mteiest in Bombay, and on IStli 
September, 1901, the Committee communicated to Government 
the sense of such criticisms as had been offeied With leference 
to Notification No 78, section 21, subjection (a),— fiom which 
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it would appear that a journeyman^ time was to count as equi- 
valent to apprenticeship — it was represented to Government 
that, m the United Kingdom, appienticeship must be completed 
befoie woik as a journeyman could be counted , and that depar- 
tme fioxn that rule m India would be inexpedient and tend to 
mtioduce an mfenoi class of men In a later communication 
to Government dated 30th October, 1901, it was further urged 
that owing to the intricacy of modern marine engines thoroughly 
trained men were required and that men with sea-seivice only 
had not adequate opportunity of studying the construction of 
such engines It was not therefore considered that it would 
be advisable to accept men without shore service m some 
engineering shop As to the class of engineers to whom the 
Elementary Questions m Notification No 78, Appendix B, 
were intended to be put, the Chambei stated that a large 
number of the said question*, presupposed a measure of know- 
ledge not possessed by any Engineer of that class, noi of any 
practical use to him if possessed* It was also represented 
that, since no engmeei on the Indian Home Trade could 
pass such a standard as was proposed, it would be necessary, 
m event of its institution, to institute also a secondary standaid 
for engineers which would entitle the ship to a survey cer- 
tificate for Home trade just as such a survey certificate 
was issued to a ship whose deck officers had passed a 
relatively low examination The Chamber pointed out that 
it was unnecessary that a ship on the Home Trade, and which 
might nevei be moie than eight to twelve hours out of port, 
should cany an engmeei holding a certificate that would qualify 
the vessel foi a Foreign Tiade certificate — ( Appendix Z } 


DISINFECTION OF HIDES IN UNITED STATES 

The Chambei was favouied by the Government of India, undei 
date 10th Oetobei, 1901, with papers regarding the importation 
ot neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle fiom any foreign 
country into the United States In a communication from the 
Secretary, Treasury Department, Washington, it was stated that 
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such imports were prohibited m accordance with Section 25 of 
the Act of July 24, 1897, subject to the condition that the opeia- 
fion of the Section should be suspended as to any foieign 
country or countries, or any parts of such country or countries, 
whenever the Secretaiy of the Treasury should officially deter- 
mine, and give public notice thereof that such importation 
would not tend to the introduction or spiead of contagious or 
infectious diseases among the cattle of the United States , and 
the Secretary of the Treasuiy was authorised and empowered to 
make all necessary orders and regulations to cany the Section 
m question into effect, oi to suspend the same, and to send 
copies thereof to the proper officers m the United States, and to 
such officeis oi Agents of the United States m foreign countiies, 
as he should judge neccessary 


CONSULAR INVOICES 

The Committee are indebted to the Bombay Government, 
the Government of India and the Brazilian Vice-Consul at 
Bombay, foi copies of the regulation for the service of Consular 
Invoices issued by the Brazilian Government These docu- 
ments were cnculated to members on 1st March 1901 


TELEGRAPHS 

CABLE RATES 

It will be remembered that the impediments to the i eduction 
of the pieseut excessive rates foi cable communication between 
Butain and India were set foith m a Memorandum of the 
Secretaiy of State, undei date 7th November, 1900, the text 
of which was printed at page 68 of this Chamber’s Report for 
last year These impediments have so fax survived, with the 
effect that throughout the past twelve months the negociations 
have, to all outward appeal ance, been at a standstill and the 
agitation has to some extent flagged foi want of any fie^h material 



70 


REPORT OF THE 


foi discussion Sir Edward Sassoon lias at the same time lost no* 
occasion of keeping the mattei before the country and the official 
woild, and his letter published m the Times of the 13th August, 
1900, though too long foi reproduction here, should be taken as 
a pendant to the very important pronouncement made m the 
Hou^e by Mr Austen Chamberlain on that same date That 
pionouncement is printed below, and with it several other official 
declarations of policy m respect of telegraphic communications 
These aie recoided because they mark a notable change m the 
governmental attitude towards the question, and indicate that 
the deadlock produced by the Telegraph Companies is likely to 
produce greater lesults than have attended the agitation that 
preceded it 


ALL BRITISH CABLES 

Principle accepted by Imperial Government. 

Debate on Pacific Cable Bill —See “ Times,” 

13th August, 1901 

Mr Austen Chamberlain thought the Hon Member’s memoiy 
deceived him The history of this bill was shortly this Foi 
many years the Australian Colonies had been complaining of the 
high rates and of the insufficient service and they, together 
with the Dominion of Canada, had been anxious for a further 
cable connection to be constructed between this country and 
Australia, via Canada, which should touch only on Bntisk soil , 
and should have all the safeguai ds which attached to that con- 
dition The object of His Majesty’s Government had been to 
seciue an all Bntish cable ( cheeis ) and they had attained that 
object The Eastern Telegraph Company and its allies had, since 
this proposal had taken piactieal shape and since His Majesty’s 
Government had expressed their willingness to co-operate with 
the colonies m laying this cable, offered terms which they never 
offered befoie (Hear, hear) They had contended earlier that 
the traffic would never bear any reduction of lates, that it did 
not pay at the present time, and that they could not afford to 
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make the concessions which the colonies and correspondents m 
this country desired It was only when competition had become 
almost a certainty that the Company whose subsidies had amount - 
cd to ove? a million sterling offered concessions they had never 
contemplated before m order to avert that competition (Hear, 
hear) He had been asked whether m agreeing to help to make 
this cable they had taken the precautions they would take if 
they were dealing with a subsidised Company as to Government 
messages and British employees Of coui&e, British employees 
would be employed by the Pacific Cable Board Not being m 
the position of men running a purely commercial* business, the 
representatives of the British Colonies and of the British Govern > 
ment did not require to be tied down m the same way as a 
commercial company would In the same way too as legal ded 
Government messages it would probably be convenient that they 
should go at half rates as they did under most of then cable 
agreements But that matter was of much less consequence 
when the cable was owned by them , for the profits, instead of 
going to somebody else, as they did when they were dealing with 
a commercial Company, would come back to them It did not 
matter so much therefoie whether they paid the full rates or 
half rates on Government messages He had also been asked 
what payments had already been made Roughly they amounted 
to £290,000, due to the contractors, m accoidance with the con- 
dition named m the contract This was the first time then 
great self-governing colonies had approached this country with 
a proposal for combined action m a great commeicial under- 
taking They had done it in the hope of promoting mter-Bn- 
tish trade, of increasing inter-British intercourse, and he thought 
they would have ill responded to the feeling which animated 
their countiymen if they had not met their advances in a 
friendly spmt (Cheers) His Majesty’s Goverment would be 
loth at any time to refuse altogether to consider proposals of such 
a nature seriously put forward by the great Colonial Governments. 
They held that this countiy had an interest, if not a^ great as 
that of the Colonies, at any rate, a great interest, m piomotmg 
these trade communication^ and mcxeasmg these cable facih- 
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ties (Heai, heai) They held that the construction of this 
cable would be of material advantage to them m time of war and 
they asked the House to ratify the agieement they had made 
and to cany out the undertaking which had alieady been rati- 
fied by eveiy Colonial Government concerned — an undertaking 
which would form, he hoped, a lasting and successful movement 
to the co-operation between the colonies and mother country 
(Cheers) He looked upon it as one of the most fruitful and 
hopeful schemes that had come before them m recent times, 
and he warmly recommended it to the House (Cheers) 

Secretary of State determined to procure 
Reduction of Rates 

Times, 6th December, 1901 Report of Complimentary 
dinner given by Eastern Telegraph Company and 
Associated Telegraph Companies to Sir J Demson- 
Pender. 

The Earl of Harduicke, m acknowledging the toast of cc The 
Visitors/ 5 said that the Indian rate of 4s was a gieat grievance 
to all concerned, hut negotiations were pending which he hoped 
might result m the foreign Governments concerned consenting 
to a reduction m the rate Whether that were so or not, he 
was glad of the oppoitumty to state that it was the fixed deter- 
mination of the Secretary of State for India and of the Govern- 
ment of India to leave no stone unturned to secure the reduc- 
tion desired 


STATE AID TO COMMUNICATIONS 

Principle Recognised by Chancellor of Exchequer 
in Parliamemt 

Times’ Parliamentary Report, May 11th, 1901 
Loss ox the Telegraph System 

Mr Henniker Heaton asked the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer whether he was aware that the loss on the Telegraph service 
amounted during last year to £587,452, or excluding .£130,000 
received as Royalty from the National Telephone Company, the 
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loss exceded £700,000, although the total receipts weie under 
Four Million sterling (Parliamentary Paper No 34, 1901) and 
that since the telegraphs weie taken over by the Government the 
total loss to the country has exceeded £S, 300,000, whethei m 
view of these facts he was prepaied to lease the Telegraphs to a 
private Company oi take any other steps to meet the difficulty , 
and had he any official information showing the cause of the 
increasing loss now approaching thiee-quaiters of a million per 
annum on the working of the telegraph system of the countiy 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir M Hicks Beach — 
The figures mentioned by the Hon Membei appear to be ap- 
proximately correct The sum of i 5 S 7, 45 2 is made up of two 
items — namely £288,502, the excess of expenditure over re- 
ceipts, and £298,860, the interest on the capital raised for the 
purposes of the Telegiaph Acts I think the ieason for this loss 
is that the public and then representatives m this House have 
preferred to get a leturn on the capital m the form of facilities 
for telegraphic communication lathei than m the form of re- 
venue, and that the best way to check the mci easing deficiency 
in the telegraph account would be to discourage, at any late to 
some extent, demands foi expensive concessions which do not 
produce any corresponding increase of revenue 


STATE-OWNED CABLES 
Principle affirmed by the Viceroy 

Indian Budget Discussion, See Time* of India , 

March 20th 1901 

The Vicfroy — Two yeais ago m repl} to the Hon Sir Allan 
Arthur, I promised to take up the question of a reduction m the 
present high rate of telegraphic chaiges between India and 
Europe, which I described as mimical to tiade and intercourse, 
and as obsolete and anomalous m itself He has leveited to the 
subject m tones of anguish tins afternoon I had hoped long 
befoie now to be able to announce the successful termination of 



74 


REPOET OF THE 


the negotiations which we undertook m piompt redemption of 
my pledge, and the new was that no refoim would be worth 
having that did not provide for reductions of at least 50 pei 
cent m the present charges Out negotiations were so far 
successful that we did persuade the companies to agree to an 
immediate 1 eduction to 2s 6 d a woxd, with the piospective 
reduction to 25 a word as soon as increase m traffic justified it, 
and m ordei to secure this end we undertook to give a very 
liberal guarantee from Indian funds So far all went well, but 
since then the mattei has been hung up owing to clauses in 
telegraphic conventions which lequire the assent, to any change 
of rate, of certain Foreign Powers through whose territories wires 
aie laid This situation is engaging the earnest attention of 
His Majesty’s Government It is to my mmd an intolerable 
position that telegiaphic communications between England and 
India, and the rates at which it is conducted, should be at the 
mercy of other parties, and I think that the way out of the diffi- 
culty will be to make great Britain the mistress of her own 
principal lines of connection I shall hope to see the reduction, 
of which I have spoken, realized m my time, but I may add the 
expression of my pm ate opinion that the matter will not be 
satisfactorily or finally settled, and that theie will not be a 
maximum development of traffic between the two countries, 
until the rate has been reduced to Is per word That change 
will not come yet awhile, and we shall probably only leach it by 
gradual stages but it wull assuredly one day come, and I com- 
mend it to reformer of the future 

On the 20th June, 1901, the Ottawa Board of Trade addressed 
to this Chamber and other Public Bodies throughout the Empire 
an energetic lettei contending for the immediate nationalization 
of all telegraphic communications, and urging that those bodies 
should forthwith take conceited action to procure that reform 
This letter was accompanied by a pamphlet containing reprints 
of a paper on the vsubject of the Post Office Beforms oj the 
Yidonan Em and the development of an Imperial Gable Service 
read by Sir Sandford Fleming before the Royal Society of 
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Canada, as also repimts of letters addressed by the same gentle- 
man to the Colonial Secretary, the Governer-Geneial of Austra- 
lia, the Postmaster-General of Canada and the President of the 
British Empiie League m Canada These letters all advocated 
the establishment of an All-British Imperial Telepraph system, 
and there was appended a copy of a resolution favourable to 
that project which was adopted by the British Empire League 
in Canada on the 1 3th February 1901 

These papers and the invitation conveyed by them weie caie- 
fully considered by the Committee, but the members did not 
feel that so clear a case had been made out as would justify 
them m committing the Chamber to the policy pioposed to 
them 

It may bn mentioned that towards the end of 1901 Signoi 
Marconi, the inventor of the appaiatus fur so-called vaieless 
telegraphy, succeeded m transmitting a signal fiom Europe to 
Newfoundland , and at the time of prepaimg this report there 
exists m many quarters a feeling that until the possibilities of 
Marconi’s system are ascertained it would not be expedient that 
large expenditure should be undertaken m the establishment 
of Imperial cables (See Chairman’s speech at General Meeting 
of Eastern Telegragh Coy T Ltd/ , m Times of 30th Jannaiy, 
1902 r p 12 ) 


FOREIGN CODE VOCABULARY 

In the London Times of 12th January, 1901, the following 
information was published on the above subject — The decision 
of the International Telegraph Conference of Pans, undei which 
the use of the official vocabulaiy would have become obligatory 
for European code telegrams for January 1st 1898 was not 
maintained by the Conference held at Buda Pest m 1896. The 
1894 edition of the vocabulary is out of pnnt and is not to be 
reprinted. A new vocabulary is, however, being piepared, from 
which it will be seen that the words are not numbered, and that no 
attempt i$ made to discriminate between, words which aie similar 
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telegraphically oi hi othei respects The new vocabulary will, 
accordingly, not be suitable foi use as a code, but will bear the 
character of a vocabulary pure and simple — i e , a standard 
collection of woids fiom which codes may be compiled In 
these circumstances the Post Mastei General thinks it right to 
point out that pei&ons who may have purchased the 1894 edition 
as a selection of words sufficiently dissimilar to admit of all the 
words being used for code telegrams as they stand, will find 
the new edition unsuitable foi this purpose , m fact there will 
be confusion if woids aie taken from the new standard list 
without careful selection The new vocabulary will contain 
1,300,000 woids and will consist of foui volumes, the first two 
of which aie now ready, while the remaining volumes will 
appeal at Intervals of a few months. The price is ^3-4 for 
the set, payable in advance The use of the new vacabulary 
will not be obligatory until aftei a date to be fixed by some 
future Conference, which will have an oppoitunity of consider- 
ing the whole question befoie coming to a final decision. The 
next Conference will be held this yeai 

It may be mentioned that the above particulars were 
embodied m a letter addressed by the Contioller, Centra! 
Telegraph Office, London, under date 4th January, 1901, to 
Messrs Chubb and Son r s Lock and Safe Company, (Limited) 
of 129, Queen Victoria Street, E C , the firm in question 
heard that, in connection uith the International Telegiaph 
Union, a regulation might come into force under which it would 
be necessary to restnet all codes foi foieign messages to woids, 
of winch an official list would be published They therefore 1 
asked whether fuich a legulation wa^ Iikety to come into force, 
and, if so, m about what penod of time 

The following extracts are taken from the preface to the 
Second Edition of the Official Vocabulary to which reference is 
made in the letter from the Contioller — ff The official Vocabu- 
lary has been created with the object of remedying certain abuses 
and inconveniences which in course of time arose in connection 
with telegrams in preconcerted language Consequently the 
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vocabulary is destined to serve as a guide for the choice of 
words to be used m this class of telegiaphic correspondence In 
ordei to adapt it exclusively to this use, the administrations of 
the Telegraph Union have entrusted the International Bureaux 
with the elaboiation of a Second Edition which differs from the 
first in this that it will be a meie list of words, absolutely free 
from those featuies which might give it the character of a code 
and permit it to be used as such The words of the eight lan- 
guages authonsed foi telegraphic corespondence m pieconcerted 
language appear m this work in alphabetical order, without being 
numbered, and aie inserted without legard to their orthogiaphie 
resemblance or then telegraphic or phonetic similarity Tho* 
regulations of the mtei national service, revised at Budapest in 
1896, provide that, from a date to be fixed by a later Conference, 
all the woids used m private telegiams worded m preconcerted 
language must be taken from the official Vocabulaiy ” 

Since writing the above, it has come to the knowledge of the 
Committee that an " Unofficial Reprint of the official Vocabulary 
for Telegrams m Preconcerted language has been published m 
London by the Meicantile Publishing Syndicate, Limited, 30, 
Walbrook, EC In this work it is explained that the “ Official 
Vocabulary ” was published at Berne m 1894, and its excellence 
attracted many inquiries Owing, however, to the protests of 
pnvate compilers, the Intel national Buieau declined to leprmt 
it, hence the words “ Unofficial Reprint ” m the title A 
supplement is included with the book, giving collections and 
rectifications which the publishers have thought it desirable 
to introduce The work is said to be a very exhaustive and 
useful vocabulary for the compilations of codes 

CURRENCY MATTERS 

The only important Cunency matter m which the Committee 
felt themselves called upon to address Government w T as that 
of the practice of maintaining for telegraphic tiansfers a price 
which, being prohibitive, was unpioductive and rendeied in- 
operative the provisions m respect of such lennttances 
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It had been bought to the notice of the Committee that, for 
some time the transactions in telegiaphicr transfers had been 
Infinitesimal, foi the leaso-n that the Secietary of State demand- 
ed for the accommodation a price out of relation to the mling 
rates of exchange and interest It appeared evident that with 
demand procux able at Is 3 — 15-16d , and with intei est at 7 pei 
cent or less it could not pay any one to buy telegiaphie tiansfers 
at a difference of 1/16, which was equivalent to over 9 per cent 
The large treasury balances that had been recently shown 
seemed to preclude any supposition that the action of the Go- 
vernment m the matter was due to inability oi reluctance to 
*meet any such call on its lesources as might attend a freei use oi 
telegiaphie transfers , so it was lespectfully represented to 
Government undei date 15th May, that if the market iates for 
money were taken more fully into consideiation, effect would be 
given to the provisions i h respect of telegraphic tiansfers and 
would at the same time gam a ceitam profit on sums at piesent 
stagnant in the tieasunes 

This letter was forwaided by the local Government to the 
Government of India and by that Government to the Secretary 
of State The reply of the Secretary of State was received 
through the local Government about the end of August It 
explained that Bills on India were sold weekly, to an amount 
previously announced, m accordance with an advertisement 
dated 28th of Maich, 1883, m which it was stated that tenders 
for telegraphic tramfeis would be received <f m addition to the 
notified amount of Bills ” His Lordship went on to say that it 
was the usual practice not to sell, when tendeis weie open at 
1 o’clock on any Wednesday, moie bills and telegraphic transfers 
together than the total amount so notified The mam object 
was, however, to obtain the requisite funds by the sale of bills, 
and telegraphic tiansfers were only gi anted at such a price as 
was not likely to intei fere with the demand for bills If the 
former weie allotted at a lelatively low price it was probable that 
the result would be that tenders for telegraphic tiansfeis would 
be made at the rate at which bills would otherwise have been 
sold, and that the price for the latter would be yet more 
depressed. 
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In illustration of this principle, Ins lordship pointed out that 
•on the 15th of May, when the Chamber addressed Government, 
the Bank rate of discount m India was 7 per cent Taking 
15 days at Bombay or 17 at Calcutta as the fewest within which 
a bill could be piesented fiom the date of its leaving London, 
the interest on 16 pence, at 7 pei cent, expressed m 32nds of a 
penny, was 1,472 and 1,669 respectively The effect of charg- 
ing only l/82d above the bill price would theiefoie have been to 
supply the remitter with money at a rate considerably less than 
that at which he could have obtained accommodation from the 
Piesidency Banks, and thus to place the Government m com- 
petition with them 

Referring to the date of the Viceroy’s letter on the subject,' 
Ins loidship further mentioned that on the 20th June the late of 
discount fell to 5 pei cent at which the addition for interest, in 
32nds of a penny, was only 1 052 oi 1 192, and it was stated that 
since that date Government had been leady to add only 1/3 2d 
for telegraphic tiansfers to the pace at winch Bills bad been 
Eold, but that no offers had been leceived — [Appends AA ) 

LAND REVENUE PAYABLE tN CURRENCY NOTES 

The onl;y othei Gunency mattei that called for action on the 
part of the Committee was brought befoie them by the enquiry 
of a membei who believed that Cunency Notes were not re- 
ceived oi accepted m payment of Land Taxes at up-countiy 
Treasuries It was evident that such i ejection of Cunency 
Notes, if piactised, would have the most serious effect on the 
circulation of paper currency m which the Government of India 
had by their Circuluar of October 26th, 1900, shown an earnest 
interest On the 7th February, the Committee accordingly ad- 
dressed the Government of India m the mattei, with particular 
reference to the Berar Assigned Districts On the 29th April, no 
reply having been received, a reminder was despatched , and 
the Committee were glad to learn from a letter No 2270-A, 
dated 29th Apnl, 1901, that “ Currency Notes of any Cncle are 
accepted at Government Treasuries, including those of the 
Hyderabad x\ssigned Districts, m payment of land levenue and 
other Government dues ” 
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During the year the Committee was favoured with a copy of a 
very interesting pamphlet on Banking m India by the eminent 
economist, Mi Henry Dunning Macleod, and also with a copy 
of an eneigetic remonstrance addressed by the Bombay Native 
Stock Brokeis’ Association to the Secretary to the Government 
of India m the Finance Department, on the subject of the 
locking up of cuirency dui mg the busy season 

AGRICULTURAL BANKS 

The Repoit of the Committee appointed by the Government 
of India to considei the question of the establishment of agricul- 
tural bank's m India wa^ published m November, 1901 It is 
not possible to lepimt it lieie 01 even to recapitulate its recom- 
mendations , but Membeis desiring to examine it will find it 
m extenso m the issue of the Times of India for November 
23rd, 1901 

In this connection it is desnable to refer to the provisions of 
the Bombay Land Revenue Code Amendment Act, 1901, 
which will be found m the Bombay Government Gazette dated 
5th October, 1901. 

Read also Lord Cromer’s notes on the system instituted in 
Egypt, which will be found m Appendix B B 

PROPOSAL TO INVEST THE BOMBAY MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION WITH POWER TO RAISE TEM- 
PORARY LOANS BY THE ISSUE OF FROM 
THREE TO TWELVE MONTHS BILLS 

A suggestion was made to the Government of India dm mg 
the year that the Bombay Muuicipal Corporation should be 
invested with power to raise temporaiy loans by the issue of bills 
having a currency from three to twelve months It was pointed 
out that this method of borrowing money for short periods 
without increasing the permanent debt was frequently resorted 
to by the British Government, and Tieasury Bills and India 
Bills were freely taken up in the London market The London 
County Council also was empoweied to raise money by means 
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of bills for any pui poses for which it was authonzed to raise 
money by the creation and issue of stock The Government 
of India weie inclined to think that the larger municipalities 
m India, or at least the municipalities m the Presidency towns, 
might, with advantage, be invested with powers of temporary 
borrowing similar to those enjoyed by the London County 
Council, but it seemed doubtful whether bills issued by Indian 
municipalities would be likely to find favour with the market m 
this country The proposal could not be given effect to 
without alteration of the existing law, and before undertaking 
legislation His Excellency m Council desired to be assured that 
such legislation would prove of piactical advantage 

In addressing the Chambei on the subject, undei date 17th 
December, 1901, the Government of India enquired whether, m 
the opinion of the Committee, bills offered by the larger ' 
municipalities with a cunency of from three to twelve months 
would be likely to be freely accepted m the Indian market, and 
whether such bills, for which payment could be demanded on 
maturity, could be issued on terms more favourable to the 
municipality than regular stock cieated and issued foi a longer 
term 

The Committee consulted the lepresentatives of the Exchange 
Banks m Bombay, and or 3id Febiuaiy 1902 informed the 
Government of India that, m then opinion, the contemplated 
extension of the borrowing poweis of Municipalities m India 
would not, on the whole, be beneficial The Committee were 
of opinion that duimg the slack season, which lasted about one- 
third of the year, Bills issued by a first-class Municipality and 
whose currency did not extend beyond that season, would be 
taken to a moderate extent at a lowei late than stock issued for 
a term of yeais At any other season of the year the Committee 
considered such short bills would be taken only at rates greatly 
m excess of those undei the present system, while it was ex- 
tremely unlikely that a Municipality could place twelve month 
Bills of the nature described at lates even as low as 4 per cent — 
{Appendix CC ) 


RETURNS OF RAINFALL 

These returns, showing the weekly rainfall at the stations 
on the lines, have been regularly supplied to the Chamber 
by the G I P and B B and C I Railway Companies 
during the past season The thanks of the Chamber are 
due to the Agents of the Railway Companies for so courte- 
ously complying with the wishes of the Chambei m this 
respect 
cc — 19 
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RAINFALL OF THE CALENDAR YEAR 1901 

Tlie following Table, m which the year is divided into the 
Meteoiological season observed by the Meteorological Depart- 
ment, is compiled fiom the reports issued by that office m ordei 
to piesent, in condensed foim a definite recoid of the weather of 
the past yeai 


Stations 

From 1st Nov to 
31st May 1C01 

From 1st June to 
31si Oct lyoi 

> From 1st Ncrv 1901 
TO 1ST Jan 1902 


?£ 

U 

© 

5> 

<1 


1 


§ 

| 

£ 

© 

© 

<1 

© 

fcfl 

cs 

u 

© 

*5 

u 

2 

"3 

£ 

/'Lahore 1 

Punjab [SiiBi ! 

tnd | Delhi 

N W ^ As-ia 

Piovm Cawupore 
ceb | Allahabad 

«■**• (I? m E e° r r e 

fDeesa 

1 Ahmedabad 
| Bhuj 

Gujarat j Jamnagar 
and 1 Dwarka 
Central •< Pajkot 

India I Bbavn agar 
1 Paia 
j Veraval 

1 Neemuch 

V Indore 
ffcxiUgor 
Jubulpore 

Berar I Hoskangabad 
and j Khand\ a 
Central i Kaipur 
Provm- I Nagpur 
cea 1 Amraoti 
VAkola 
( Surnt 
! Malegaon 
. Bombay 
j Poona 
j Ahmed eager 
Bom J Aurangabad 
bay * fekolapur 
Ratnagin 
Bijupvr 
Belganm 

Goa 

Larwar 

Malabai f Mangalore 

Co tbt J Calicut 
and ) Cochin 

Mysore ^Bangalore 
/'Second bad 
} Masulip’am 
j Bellary 
ICuddapah „ 
Madras ^ M vdras 

Coimbatore 
Trictuno- 
popcly 
VNegapatam 
^ejion ^Colombo .. 
Aden Aden 

5 56 
1 67 
4 09 

3 68 

4 19 
b 05 

5 o2 
3 60 
118 
335 
3 22 
0 

0 0 
022 
0 23 
0 15 
0 A5 

0 22 

0 04 

1 11 
179 
5 06 

5 22 
? 

1 71 

7 6o 

6 01 

3 04 

2 75 

1 7o 

1 90 

0 79 

4 40 

3 ol 

1 80 

4 15 

2 86 

10 47 

0 44 
234 

8 70 

1 16 ‘<3 
23 09 
10 Oh 

6 

9 96 

5 37 

5 00 

8 07 

8 72 

1152 
10 78 
48 33 
050 

4 SO 
3 02 
3 80 
2 04 
2 il 
2 43 
2 14 
1 3o 

1 84 

2 15 

2 14 
0 80 
0 82 

0 h6 

1 15 

0 81 

101 
1 00 
1 7 1 

1 85 

3 2b 
3 51 

2 84 
199 

3 72 
ill 
333 
3 45 

0 44 

2 30 

1 87 
o 91 

3 10 

3 93 

2 76 

1 7 00 

4 03 

7 uS 

12 oJ 
18 41 
29 91 
10 13 

4 73 
10 24 

4 94 
803 
22 75 
1033 

14 20 
3318 
54 26 
334 

+0 7C 
— i 35 
+0 29 
+1 64 
+198 
+3 62 
+3 38 
+2 25 
-0 66 
+120 
+108 
+0 04 
-0 32 
-044 
-0 22 

-0 46 

—0 79 
— 0 96 
-0 60 
-0 06 
+180 
+ 171 

-0 28 
+3^3i 
+1 93 
+0 31 
-0 70 
+129 
-0 40 
-10S 
+0 55 
+0 21 

+0 22 
+0 10 

+3 47 
+1 41 
— 4 7 1 
-3 77 
~l 48 
-6 82 
+0 od 
+ 2 14 
-028 
+0 4o 
—2 43 
—14 OS 
-161 

-2 68 
+7 60 
—5 93 
—2 84 

13 ^ 
3 96 

17 98 
13 81 
26 17 
29 ' 3 

48 
0 08 
0 49 
12 80 
11 46 
6 95 

18 63 
4^9 
3 62 
334 

13 42 

Id 93 
2 68 
13 81 
2130 
4*79 
o2 86 
42 64 

15 36 

31 26 
25 39 

23 m4 

16 72 
15 68 
74 d3 

24 16 
13 bl 
30b6 
20 80 
7o 33 

47 16 
9' f-0 
130 oi 
95 14 
92 70 
70 50 
24 80 
27 62 
24 09 

12 50 
15 72 
27 13 

13 07 

19 26 
939 
18*72 

1 o5 

L 17 51 
• 12 72 
; 26 >3 
27 09 

29 39 

36 yo 

37 49 
2 73 
6 08 

26 6 j 

20 04 
2d 93 
67 17 
13 89 

22 o7 

27 87 

21 08 
20 04 

30 55 

23 06 
45 67 
ob 86 
d3 74 

31 30 
48 70 
40 80 
34 08 
34 441 
4o 89 

a 30 

72 35 

24 83 
*0 48 

28 95 
108 90 

42 72 

1 87 73 
12_ 09 
110 21 
94 72 
Sbo2 

25 71 
28 99 
33 ^1 
14*78 

26 4) 
26 3 
10 92 

18 49 

21 48 

35 77 

0 45 

—4 V 
-8 71 
-8 2- 
—13 23 
-3 2. 
-7 
+1 9! 
— 2 li 
—5 ol 
—13 8! 

-b5l 
-18 9; 
—18 54 
—8 91 
— 18 ik 

-14 45 

-5 65 
-17 36 
—16 74 
— XI 7t 
+015 
-4 0C 
-11 1C 
~lo 9tl 
-15 91 
— Id oJ 
—8 65 
-10 oC 
—29 17 
-8 22 
! +2 lb 

—0 07 
-6 87 

-8 Id 
-33 57 

+4 4 
+ 4 87 
+8 45 
—la o7j 
-2 0^ 
— 16 U 
-0 91 
-1 37 
-8 7i 
-- 2a 
—10 48 
+0 90 
+2 Id 

+0 77 

—12 09 : 
-17 05 . 
+0*90 

7 0 00 
6 0 22 
d CIOS 
S 0 20 
l 0 00 
3 0 00 
5 0 08 
5 e 00 
1 0 00 
3 0 00 
3 0 04 
l 0 07 
l U0O 

) on 

1 016 
0 01 
i 0 01 

i ooo 
! 0 00 
l ooo 

1 ooo 
! 0 00 
i OO0 
! 000 
t ooo 

: O0U 
l O0J 

I ooo 
i ooo 

ooo 
ooo 
0 00 
ooo 
0 01 

0 uo 
0 03 

1 15 
0 99 
066 
0 35 
0 10 

II 08 
12 80 
14 01 

2 38 

0 ob 

3 bo 

3 22 

7 34 

29 59 
85U 

9 41 

25 29 : 
2i 17 : 
0 3o 1 ■ 

1 0 48 
0 35 

i 0 bb 
0 42 
0 66 
0 d0 
0 39 
0 20 
0 21 
0 40 
0 48 
0 24 
046 
019 
0 91 

0 37 

0 53 
0 68 
0 48 

0 5b 

1 06 
0 84 
0 99 
0 t>7 

0 71 
131 

1 IS 

1 33 
017 

0 77 
050 
126 

1 10 

1 62 

0 48 

1 28 
188 

1 lo 

2 16 

3 10 

5 70 

7 96 

3 82 

2 03 

7 j8 

2 09 
o 2(1 
2016 

4 o3 

7 90 

28 91 

20 04 
-0 63 

-0 48 
-0 13 
-0 d8 
-0 22 
-0 60 
-0 50 
-0 31 
-0 20 
-0 21 
-0 40 
-0 44 
-0 17 
-0 48 
-0 08 
—0 75 

-0 36 

-0 56 
—0 63 
-0 48 
-0 5b 
-1 00 
-0 84 
— 0 a9 
-0h7 
-0 71 
-1 31 
-1 18 
-133 
—0 J7 
-0 77 
—0 5 d 
-1 26 
-1 09 

-1 59 
-0 b7 
-0 29 
-122 
-0 81 
-197 
+7 98 
+7 10 
+6 05 
-1 44 
-1 47 
-3 43 
+1 13 
+214 
+9 43 
+3 07 

+1 51 
-3 62 
+1 13 
-0 28 
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WHEAT 

Total acieage and out-turn m each Official Yeai fiom 1SSI-85 
to 1900-01 


Year 

Aeiea 

Out turn 

1884-85 

. 27,820,000 

S, 013, 000 

1885-86 

27,393,000 

7,739,000 

1886-87 

26 735,000 

6,391,000 

1887-88 

. . 26,855,000 

7,149,000 

1888-89 

25,912,000 

6,362,000 

IS 89-90 

24,773,000 

6,123,000 

1890-91 

. 26,576,000 

6 876,000 

1891-92 

. 24,482,090 

5,515,000 

1892-93 

26,429,000 

7 193,000 

1893-94 

24,370,000 

6,239,000 

1894-95 

25,994,000 

6,279,000 

1895-96 

23,242,000 

5,511,000 

1896-97 

19,024,200 

4,802,800 

1S97-98 

. 22,771,200 

6,655,300 

1898-99 

23,923,000 

6, 339, GOO 

1899-1900 ... 

... 17,182,500 

4,869,700 

190C-1901 

2', 941, 800 

6,582,600 


It is customary to show m this Report the total Indian 
acreage undei wheat and the total yield of wheat foi the whole 
count! y In yeais when the lamfall is well distnbuted and 

the conditions normal, this lecord is sufficient , but m penotls 
of exceptional misfortune, such as has fallen to the lot of this 
province duimg a senes of years, a total general table piesents 
figures having no piactical 1 elation with the conditions that 
more immediately affected the trade of this poit Foi instance, 
whereas the estimated total acieage for the past yeai is 27 7 
pei cent greatei than that of piecedmg }eai and only 8 3 lei- 
than the ten yeais’ average, Bombay’s acieage improved by 
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only 4 8 per cent on last yeai and was still 47 1 pei cent 
below the ten years’ average The total estimated yield, again, 
is found to have improved by no less than 35 2 pei cent on 
the preceding year and 8 6 on the ten years’ average, while 
Bombay’s increase of 170 per cent on last year’s figure is 
due simply to the extreme tenuity of the latter, seeing 
that this Province still is 54 7 pei cent short of the ten years’ 
aveiage 

Moreover, as it has been our misfortune to point out m two 
successive Repoits, the occurrence of famine m 1896-97 vitiates 
any calculations based on the average of the last ten oi the 
last five years , and this condition holds doubly good 
in view of the disastrous harvest of 1899-1900 To get a normal 
basis for comparison, we must go back to the average for the 
five years anterior to the famines, which will he found on 
page 135 of tins Chambei’s Report for the year 1897 As. 
compared with the figures there shown, those for all India m the 
past year are found to be some 17 9 per cent below the normal 
in respect of acreage, and about 5 per cent below the aveiage m 
respect of yield On the ofchei hand, the wheat acreage of Bombay 
has declined 50 2 per cent fiom the noimal, while the yield 
appears to have declined 57 3 per cent 

It is interesting to note that whereas m the normal penod 
cited the average yield per acre throughout India was 259 tons 
of wheat, and Bombay’s average for the same period was 259 
likewise, m the last year the All-India average was 3 tons 
per acre and that of Bombay 221 

It is well, howevei to examine the figures relating to those 
provinces from which the port of Bombay draws its supplies — 
e g Bombay, Central Provinces, Berar, Rajputana, Central 
India, Sind and Hyderabad For this reason the form of table 
hitherto adopted is this year modified to show the totals of 
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for those provinces, and a column is added showing the averages 
fui the fine years antenor to the period of famines 

The aveiage acreage undei wheat m the said Provinces was, 
m normal yeais, 13,122,458 acres, and their normal average 
yield 2,747,452 tons In the past year, these Provinces are 
supposed to have had only 6,273,928 acies under wheat and 
to have produced only 1,147,818 tons, the decline from the 
normal being theref oi e 52 19 per cent m respect of acreage 
and 58 22 per cent m respect of outturn 

On the other hand, it will be seen that the Punjab, which 
m normal yeais used to have about 7,347,320 acres under 
wheat, producing about 2,147,861 tons, had m the past year 
as much as 8,766,400 acres, with a yield of some 2,940,602 tons 
an increase of 19 31 pei cent m lespect of acreage and 36 9 
m respect of outturn The mci eases as compared with the 
figures foi the preceding year alone amount to 37 6 per cent 
and 61 2 pei cent respectively 

The N -W Provinces and Oudh, again, which showed so large 
an advance m the pievious year, further increased their wheat 
acreage by 10 43 per cent and their yield by 1 85 per cent 
As compared with the results of the normal years cited, the 
figures of the year undei leport aie 10 3 percent better in. 
respect of acreage and 27 7 per cent better in respect of yield. 
Here however we must bear m mind that improved methods 
of lecord aie often responsible for such discrepant statistics 
as these 

Bengal, which showed advances of 3 47 per cent on the 
previous yeai m lespect of acieage and a decrease of 11 47 m 
respect of yield, shows, as compared with the normal years an 
advance of 9 6 pei cent m respect of acieage and one of only 
7 per cent m lespect of jield 



iQ 


REPORT OF THE 


WHE 


(Share of each Province of Acreage and 



Are* 

Provinces 

Average of 5 
years previous 
to 

1896-97 

! 

Average of 
pievions 5 
years 

Of current 
year’s crop 
1900-1901 

Of previous 
year's crop 
1899 1900 


Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Bombay , 

2,435,654 

2,176,015 

i 1 212,598 

! 1,157,077 

r Central Provinces 

i 

3,884,225 

2, 550,418 

2,018,290 

1,633,070 

Berar 

901,515 

572,326 

243,554 

17,910 

Rajputana 

1,511,571 

1,310, 6S0 

713,290 

360,733 

Central India* 

2 384,831; 

I 

1,047,034 

864,782 

515,600 

Sind 

1 

552,683 

471,378 

473 251 

364,522 

H yderabad 

1,451,979 

1,245,760 

74S.163 

419,633 

“Total, Provinces 

supplying 1 Bombay 

13,122,458 

9,374,511 

6,273,928 

4,468,545 

Punjab 

: 7,347,320 

7,433,740 

8,766 400 

6,366,500 

North Western Pro 
vmces and Oudh 

4,798,835 

4,330,684 

5,294,850 

4,794,451 

Bengal , , 

1,464,000 

1,460,800 

1,604,100 

1,550,300 

Mysore ... 

3,271 

4,451 

2,556 

2,758 

Total 

| 26,735,884 

22,010,086 

21 941 834 

17,1S2,554 


* Exclusive of Gwalior 
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Outturn for 1899-3900 and 1900-1901*) 


Outturn 


Average of 5 years 
previous to 
1896 97 

Aveiage of pie 
vious 5 years’ 

Of current year’s 
crop 

1900 1901 

Of previous year’s 
crop 

1899 1900. 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tous 

e 

|2S,743 

570,622 

268,451 

99,408 

( 

172,219 

*37,945 

432,440 

201,803 


85,819 

38,109 

5,093 

251 

372,968 

309, 23o 

170,682 

79,2*9 

709,573 

lo6,S54 

139,910 

71,821 

179,395 

132,369 

116,409 

68,226 


9o,735 

51,741 

14,833 

1,979 

2,747,452 

1,696,875 

1,1 47, SIS 

522,777 

2,147,861 

2,047 ,394 

2,940,602 

1,823,182 

1,556,418 

1,484,025 

1,987,000 

1,950,814 

473,800 

493,600 

507,000 

572,700 


299 

381 

197 

254 

6,925,830 

5,722,275 

6,582,617 

4,869,727 


and Be war (Senior Breach,) 
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The following table, recording the exports of wheat from 
the various Indian ports to Europe, gives evidence of the pre- 
dominance of the Punjab m the crop of the year 


(Exports of icheat from India to Europe m thousands 
of tons ) 


From J 

1901 

1900 

: 

1899 

189sjl897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Average 
1890 to 
1899 

Bombay . . 

2 


143 

289 


71 

126 

78 

252 

236 

Karachi , . 

258 


324 

442 

49 

51 

356 

306 

238 

288 

Calcutta . 

1 

j 


128 

165 


4 

50 

13 

54 

88 

Total 

261 


595 

896 

49 

126 

532 

397 

544 

613 


Here as m the foregoing paiagiaphs it is necessary to go 
back to the Report for 1897 to get a fairly average basis for 
comparison The average annual Exports there shown for the 
three chief Ports during the years 1886 to 1895 are as follows — 


Bombay 

Karachi 

Calcutta 


»• 373,000 tons* 

... 272,000* „ 

.. 137,000* , t 

Total ... 782,000 tons 


But various new factois have since that time modified the 
conditions of the wheat trade m the various ports, and it is well 
to abstain from analysis of the figures 

The following quantities of wheat weie imported into 
India from Foreign Countnes during the official year 
1900-1901 — 

Bengal • . 9,956 tons, 

Bombay ..... .. 16,601 „ 

8md ... ... ••• ... 1,410 ,, 


Total ,, 27,967 tons 


* In the Report for 1897 these figures were reversed m printing 
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The course of retail prices of wheat is given as follows by the 
Dnector-General of Statistics The record is valuable and, m 
view of the closing of the mints to silver, may be watched with 
especial mteiest as soon as noimal crop conditions are re- 
established 


Seers to the Rupee 




Panjab 

N W P 

Central 

Bombay. 



and Oudh 

Provinces 


Mai oh 

1894 

23 88 

1619 

18 06 

13 12 

j> 

1895 

21 62 

15 19 

14 56 

14 56 

)> 

1896 

14 25 

12 25 

13 88 

13 37 

j» 

1897 

8 25 

8 83 

9 

7 75 


1893 

14 37 

12 94 

11 19 

9 56 

> 

1899 

17 5 

1719 

15 0 

12 94 

» 

April 

1900 

1181 

12 31 

9 44 

7 62 

1901 

1125 

10 5 

8 87 

819 


13 31 

12 5 

11 5 

8 94 


The following passage from the Renew of the Trade of 
India for 1900-1901 by the Director General of Statistics 
may well be recorded here for future reference — “ The trade m 
wheat may be dismissed with the statement that it piactically 
ceased to exist, the whole expoits being only 2,500 tons The 
vicissitudes of this trade have been painfully and frequently illus- 
trated m the recent lustrum of distress An export of 10 mil- 
lion cwt in 1895-96 was followed by a reduction in the follow- 
ing year to less than 2 millions, and that quantity was but little 
exceeded m 1897-98 In 1898-99, the expoits increased to 19J 
millions cwt, and then fell again to less than 9f millions, while 
last year was a complete collapse ” The prospects of the wheat 
crop of the season 1901-02 are succinctly and authoritatively 
stated by the Director General of Statistics m the First Geneial 
Memorandum, from which the following may be quoted — 

“The excellent harvest of la«t spring will not be equalled, the 
conditions which prevailed duimg the sowing season having 
been unfavouiable foi the repetition of such extensive sowings 
as weie made last yeai In Noithem India there has been a 
great conti action m the aiea sown, as much as a million and a 
halt of acies m the Panjab, most of it on umrrigated lands The 
monsoon rams tow aids the end of the season weie scant}, and 

( c — 20 
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they ceased piematiuely In Cential and Western India also 
the conditions at sowing time were unpiopitious foi the same 
reason, and they were followed by conditions adverse to ger- 
mination, while a plague of rats and insects is now reported 
from many quarters Ram is uigently needed everywhere now, 
and it has fallen within the last two days m some of the 
submontane distucts of the Panjab and the North-Western 
Piovmces If this should prove to be the beginning of a penod 
of normal and geneial rainfall the wheat ciop will be better than 
the expectations wan anted by present conditions 

“ The repoits from the piovmces are summarised below 

In the Pamjab the monsoon rams weie not as copious as those 
of the preceding yeai and they ceased very early No good 
ram fell m the plains of the Panjab m August, m September 
there weie only very light showmrs, and there has been no ram 
at all since then Having regard to these conditions and to the 
fact that the wheat ciop last year was the largest on record, the 
estimate of the area sown is placed at only 8 1 per cent of that 
finally reported last yeai It amounts to about 6,215,000 acres, 
being a little over ] \ million acres less than last year, the bulk 
of the decline being m unnrigated land The decrease is very 
heavy in the districts of His^ar, Gurgaon, Karnal, Ferozpur 
Montgomery, and Lalioie which depend largely on ram, amount- 
ing m each case to 40 oi 50 per cent In Mianwah, Deia 
Ghazi Khan, and Mu/aftaigaih there has been a slight increase 
due to the favourable flow of the inundation canals In Sialkot 
the area is about the same as last year, but elsewhere the area 
has decreased The piesent condition of the crop is generally 
favouiable on n ligated lands, but on unmigated lands ram is 
very uigently lequiied and every thing will depend on the rain- 
fall of the next few w eeks Anything above an average crop 
can haidly be hoped foi, but should the weather conditions take 
a favourable turn there should be about an average crop 

“ In the Noith-Wevtern Provinces and Oudh sufficient ram 
fell m Tuly and August, but the fall m the next two months 
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■was inadequate m the Meeiut division and m parts of Agia and 
Rohilkhand In these tracts there was not sufficient moistuie 
when sowings had to be made, and these m most places were 
effected with the aid of irrigation The aiea will consequently 
be below the noimal In the lest of the province there was 
sufficient moisture at sowing time, and It is anticipated that the 
aiea is equal to the average The seed germinated w T ell, and 
piospects are hopeful so far, but the issue is dependent on the 
winter lamfall which is now ui gently lequired eveiywheie ; 
meanwhile the ciop i^ being lrugatecl where practicable 

“ In the Cential Pi ovmces sowings were successfully made m 
all districts except in paits of Jubbulpoie, Hoshangabad, and 
Raipur The area sown is leported to be generally laiger than 
last year, and is roughly estimated at two and a quarter million 
acres, which is only half the normal though 100,000 acres in 
excess of the aiea sown last yeai The gemination of the eaily 
sowings, howevei, was successful only in a few distircts, the cleai 
diy weather which followed the sowings having advei^ely affect- 
ed gemmation while it encouraged insects which injuied the 
seedlings resow ings were therefore necessaiy m parts, but in 
Betul and Saugoi the wheat sown land was lesowni with gram. 
The late sowings have generally gemmated fairly well, and 
prospects aie good at present in the open tiacts m the northern 
districts, and fairly good m Nagpui, Raipur r and Bilaspui, but 
are not satisfactory m Betul, Waidha, and Bhandara Owing 
to the absence of both dew and ram the crop is suffenng from 
lack of moisture, and ram is eveiywheie most uigently needed 

“ From Bombay the mfoimation leceived is very imperfect 
and somewhat belated It is stated that sowings were proceeding 
wheie irrigation was available and that the aiea, while it will 
piobably exceed the low figure of the last two years, will be 
greatly below the average For the whole Piesidency, including 
Sind, the area now repoited amounts to about 1,281,000 acres,, 
of which 424,000 are m Smd In Gujarat the aiea is 45 per 
cent of the aveiage and m the Panch Mahals practically no 
sowings have been made The pi ogie^s of sowing opeiations. 
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was checked by the mjuiy done by xats, such mjuiy being 
also repoited fiom othei paits of the Piesidency The condi- 
tion of the crop is pool m the North of the Gujaiat districts, 
but somewhat bettei towards the south The ciop in Outch, 
which is irrigated, is m good condition In Kathiawai and 
the Southern States it is fan, but elsewheie witheimg In the 
Deccan the area is half the average The ciop is fairly good m 
Khandesh, Nasik, and Sataia, and m 1111 gated lands Else- 
wheie the dry crop is suffeimg from absence of moisture In 
the Karnatak the area is % pei cent below the aveiage 
Sowing rams were favourable except m parts of Bijapur where 
the crop is withering Elsewheie the ciop is m fair condition, 
but more ram is needed everywheie 

“ In Sind the aiea is about the aveiage Sowings were m 
'progiessm Hyderabad and Upper Sind Frontier , but the aiea is 
unlikely to increase to any large extent owing to the early fall 
of the Indub The crop is fan to good 

In Berar the area is estimated at about 200,000 acres, which, 
though an advance of nearly 17 pei cent on last year's figure, is 
40 per cent below the average, a succession of bad seasons dui- 
\ng which the rams failed having led to a large deciease m the 
area devoted to ?abi cultivation The season has been unusu- 
ally cleai and cold, and the ciop has benefited by heavy dews. 
At present piospects are fairly satisfactory, and a yield of two- 
thirds of the normal is anticipated , but it is feared that rats 
will cause much damage when the grain commences to form 

DEFECTS IN THE CULTIVATION AND PACKING 
OF INDIAN COTTON 

{Mead Chambas ’ exhaustive lettei to Government m 
Report foi 1840-41 ) 

Reference to the old records of the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce shows that since the earliest days of the body the 
attention of the Committee has been penodically occupied with 
the existing defects in the systems of growing and packing 
Indian Cotton and the possibility of remedying those defects. 
But it is evident from the pronouncements of successive Commit- 
tees on the subject that the business-men of the city have never 
expected much from any official eflfoifc to procure a modi- 
fication m the system and conditions of cotton cultivation ; 
and m regard to the mixing of various descriptions of cotton for 
packing, the feeling would appear to be that if buyers really 
desire unnuxed cotton and make a point of it, it can always be 
bad This perennial subject was revived by a letter from the 
Bombay Government, dated 13th September 1901, m which wa& 
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enclosed anextiact from a Memorandum of the Oldham Cham- 
ber ot Commerce In the said Memorandum it was stated that 
complaints aie prevalent regarding the alleged inferiority of 
Indian Cotton m respect of quality, quantity and packing It 
was assumed that the mixing of various descriptions of cotton is 
due to carelessness and injures both buyer and seller , and the 
Oldham Chamber concluded with a declaiation that this ought 
to be remedied and with an expression of a very stiong opinion 
that a better quality of Indian Cotton could be prohtably grown 
and would compete successfully with the American varieties 
The grounds foi this opinion were unfortunately not stated On 
the invitation of Government, the Committee again canvassed 
the question involved, and consulted the Cctton Trade Associa- 
tion as to any suggestions they might be able to make m the 
matter , but the results were negative, and in the end a letter 
was addressed to Government to the effect that the Committee 
could find no reason to depart from the opinion arrived at on 
the previous occasions when the question had been before them, 
namely that the evils complained of were not such as any prac- 
ticable measuies on the pait of Government would be likely to 
remedy — {Appendix DD ) 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL 
COTTON SEED MILLS 

In a despatch, dated 18th Jammy 1901, H M ’s Secretary of 
State for India called the attention of the Government of India 
to an aiticle m the Board of Trade Journal of 20th December 
1900, regarding Cotton Seed mills and the possibility of 
establishing such mills by private owneis of ginning factories m 
the cotton districts m this countiy The Bombay Government, 
in addressing the Chamber, on 12th April 1901, desired an ex- 
pression of opinion on the subject 

The Committee consulted several members of the Chamber, 
who were oi had been directly interested m the matter, and on 
6th May 1901, they addressed Government conveying the result 
of then enqumes The mfoimation placed befoie them showed 
that there were two peculiarities of Indian Cotton Seed which, 
have hitheito prevented the successful extraction of oil from it 
The hist of these is the dryness of the seed and the relatively 
small percentage of oil it contains In this connection the 
Committee pointed out that the Board of T? ade Journal, m the 
article refened to, did not say whether the 13 per cent oil 
extracted m the Texas mills was crude or lefined oil, and it was 
therefore impossible to make any actual compansons Indian 
Cotton Seed, it was explained, would probably yield about 
13 percent, crude oil, but of this some 30 per cent might be 
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lost m refining The second difficulty m dealing with Indian 
Cotton Seed was that of lemovmg all the lmt or fluff from the 
seed in such a way as to make a fan yield of oil obtainable It 
was not known wkethei theie had been invented any machmeiy 
that would remove all lmt profitably But the Committee 
stated that if Government knew of any such machinery and were 
prepared to introduce it the Chamber would be glad to name 
a Company that was prepared to erect that machinery and 
work it expenmentally on Government account at any of 
their up-countries’ factories The Committee had not heard’ 
farther fiom Government at the time of compiling this report — 
{Appendix EE ) 


COTTON STATISTICS 

In response fco a lequest from the Directoi of Land Recoids 
and Agiicultuie, Bombay, the Chamber furnished that official 
with statements showing the maiket puces of Broach Cotton m 
Bombay from 1872 to 1900, and the figures aie now mcor- 
poiated m the completed lepoit foi refeience and guidance — 
(. Appendix PF ) 


COTTON 

The receipts of Cotton foi the past year weie quite an 
average crop, but bulk large as compaied with the figures of 
the previous year Taking the figures from 1st July, 1900, to 
30th June, 1901, they show as against those of pievious yeais 
an increase of 908,000 bales or 91'90 per cent, while against 
the average of the previous ten years they show an mciease of 
36 000 bales or 1 93 per cent Taking the calendar year, the 
peicentages work out differently , the receipts for the year end- 
ing 31st December, 1901, show an increase of 1,177,000 bales or 
133 per cent as against the pievious year’s, while against the 
average of the past ten yeais they show an mciease of 197,000 
bales or 10 56 per cent 

In instituting compansons with any pievious ciop it is 
advisable to take the figures by seasons and not by the calendar 
year The year has been an extiaoidmaiy one m that while 
one ci op — the Oomra-crop— was gigantic, all other crops were 
below the average and one or two were comparative failures 
It was anticipated at the beginning of the year that receipts 
would amount to about 18 lakhs of bales, but m the composi- 
tion of the total figures theie have been some kaleidoscopic 
changes Gold winds began to affect Broach and Dholleras and 
crop estimates, especially m the case of the lattei, became 
seriously reduced On the othei hand ram fell m the Beiars 
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and Cential Provinces and added new vigour to a plant already 
flounshmg on a soil that had lam almost fallow the previous 
year f l he resultant crop was enormous, being about 2 lakhs 
more than the pievious lecoid year which again was lakhs 
more than the thud hugest year Dholleras were a failure and 
Broach a small crop, as were Coomptas and Westerns, while 
Bengals were below the average and of indifferent quality — 
With again reasonable supplies of cotton the mrports of waste, 
etc , from Europe declined to a very small figure 

For purposes of comparison the arrivals of each giowth are 
shown m the annexed statement m thousands of bales m each 
of the past four seasons and four calendai years and the aveiage 
of the decades m the same periods 


(Receipts of Cotton into Bombay of each growth ) 
(000’s omitted ) 



6681 

00 

© t> Cq 

40 O 

rq rq 

40 

25 

© 

cq os 

40 


O 

rH — • CD 

05 rH 

00 

qo co 

rH 

© 


01 068 T 


CQ pH CO 

4> 

CO rH 

rH 

cq 


00 


9S1W9AY 










© 

05 CO i* 

O CM 

C3 1 > 

00 O' 

rH © 

rH 

rH 


CO 

© 

q> 05 ^ 

i-H rH 

rn 40 

oo cq 

40 rH 

rH 

O 

CD 

1 

*3 

CO 40 

© 

CO rH 


cq 


C5 

ca 


CQ 


rH 





rH* 

<0 


tZ) 

M O CO 

00 cq 

cq co 

t-. 

cq © 

Cq 

3 

r* 

1 

o 

O' -0 © 

Cl rH 

rH tJ< 

40 rH 

X> rH 

rH 

Jb- 


* 

WHU> 

O 

CO rH 

rH 

CO 


<o 

3 

rn 


cq 


rH 





of 

1 



40 <M CO 

O 05 

cq cq 

ry CO 

00 05 

cq oq 

40 

o 


on 

CO 40 CM 

iH 

i> cq 

'•* l-t 

r-i 

00 

3 

§ 

O 

rH cq 

rp 



cq 

00 

O 


« 

CQ 










CD 

40 rh CO 

05 03 O 

00 'M 

Cl 

© l> 

n< O' 

i> © 

cq 


r-t 

© 

05 cq 

00 rH 

1 - 

rH cq 

rH 

© 


§ 

*3 

COHCC 

CO 

rH 


CC 


© 

~~~ 


cq 


-T 





of 


Ob S 6 

_ 

CO e- CO 

CO rn 

O © 

ob io 

co © 

*0 00 



0106 6 

_© 

HmCO 

05 rH 

00 

c o cq 

00 CO 

rH 

© 



CO H CO 

i> 

CO rH 

r-H 

cq 


00 

© 

gSbJOav 

ffl 

cq 





eo 

QO 

05 

C4 O 

r-H — * 

rf> -f 

r rH 

cq i> 

CC ^0 

o 

03 

© 

40 05 cq 

l"- rH 

C 40 

i> rH 

© cq 

rH 

CO 

a 


*3 

CO rH 

oo 

CO rH 


cq 


Jt^ 

£ 

O > 

cq 







r-T 

o 



CO CO CO 

J> CM 

05 ^ 

m O 

40 I'- 

© 

co 

+3 

Cft 

s 

ONH 

rH 

rH M 

cq CO 

© 


eo 

> 

CO 

cs 

•a 

« 

^ r-t CO 

rH 

rH 

CO rH 

rH 

cq 


cq* 



_ 

£■ Cq 40 

QO 

co cq 

_3 00 

© 00 

rH 10 

00 


cr® 

^© 

cq 40 co 

*H 

© Tft 

rn rq 

cq 

r-H CO 

QO 


wo 

3 

rH r-4 

CO 


rH 

CO 

05 

c 

i-H rH 

CP 








o 



40 — < j 

40 O 

CC 1 - 

i> cq 

rH Cl 

05 4> 

© 

s 

O 

m 

i> t>i> 

Cl cq 

© rH 

© r-j 

Tf rH 

cq 

03 

© 

m 

Si 

© 

3 

cq 

CO H £> 

I 

co 

rH 

rH 


cq 


00 

rH 




© 



Vi 

d 







hC 

to 

C a 

_ 3 

3 M 

Ha a 


© 





Growths 


te 

3 

X & 

1-s 
© © 
n © m 

o eo erf 

2 -t £ 

a 

5 o 

2 § 

Q 

A | 

S a -g 

3 J= 

fcJOr^J 
r* a 

05 

Vi 

O 

g ^ 

S Vi 

QC © 

« © 

Total 




■© d © 

C " 


O k 

© - 

© -J 





wwsq 

H 

Afq 

O £ 

fix 

Sh o 

I 



96 


REPORT OF THE 


The shipments to Europe m the past season amounted to 

620.000 bales against 117,000 bales the previous year showing 
an increase of 503,000 bales It must, however, be remembered 
that the previous year was one of famine, and that, as compared 
with the average of the five years, 1894-95 to 1898-99, 
(z e 5,86,000 bales) the increase was only one of 34,000 bales 
This year the expoits to Europe, so far, have fallen off, as 
prices have been maintained by steady buying on account of 
local mills and Japan mills, both of whom weie much leduced m 
stock , and those puces have been relatively high foi Continental 

r 

spinners To China and Japan the figuies foi the calendai and 
and the seasonal year are at such variance that some explanation 
is necessary The total foi the season is 315,000 bales against 

436.000 bales the previous year and that for the calender year is 

566.000 against 177,000 bales m 1900 This enoimous difference 
m the two periods is due to the fact that from 1st July 1900 
till neaily the end of that year theie were almost no shipments 
In other words the fii&t six months were almost a blank, while 
for the calendai year 1901, shipments have been proceeding 
steadily throughout To Calcutta and coast ports the expoits 
for the season show an mcxease of 17,000 bales but aie still 
below the average The aggiegate shipments to foieign and 
coast ports showed a total of 960,000 hales against 561,000 
bales or an increase of 71 12 per cent 

The consumption of the Bombay inland mills as ascertained 
by the Millowners’ Association amounted to 696,000 bales 
against 745,000 bales last year This decrease was due to the 
extreme dullness of the yarn market m China, which induced a 
very extended short time and closing movement, so much so, 
that at the begmmg of the season mills were only working about 
25 per cent of normal and did not resume full working until 
within two months of the close of the season The consumption 



BOMBAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


B7 

for the present season howevei will be laige, as with rather 
moie encouiagement mills have been working full time fioin the 
beginning of the season Weaving mills geneially are under- 
stood to have been doing relatively better than spinning mills 


{Expoi ts of Cotton and Mill consumption ) 
<000's omitted ) 



Summansmg the foiegomg tabular statement we find that 
the receipts of cotton m Bombay weie distributed last season as 
follows, the quantity earned foiwaid being about the same 
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DISTRIBUTION OF RECEIPTS 


Exported to 

j* »» 

»i it 

ft 5 J 


Great Britain . 

3 50 per cent 

Continent 

33 93 

Japan and China 

19 00 , 

Calcutta and Coast 

157 ” 

Total Exports 

58 00 M 

Consumed by Local Mills 

^ 42 00 


100 00 , f 


The following figuies show the clearance from Bombay to 
each European poit in the last two yeais Compared with the 
preceding 12 months the total shipments show an increase oi 
141 12 per cent 
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The subjoined table gives the receipts of the earlier growths 
as fiom November 1st up to the end of the past year — 

Receipts of Cotton at Bombay m November and December 
of the annexed yeais and the total foi the first six months 
of each season since 1893 


[In thousands of Bales .) 


Growths 

| 

1901 

1900 

1899jl898 

1897 

1896j 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Khandeigh 

67 

67 

42 

65 

44 

63 

115 

34 

53 

Berar 

148 

142 

49 

163 

43 

72 

141 

33 

53. 

Total Oomras 

215 

209 

91 

22S 

87 

135 

256 

67 

106 

Hingunghat 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 


X 

Bengal 

106 

5S 

128 

40 

29 

8S 

129 

20 

56 

Total New Ciop 

325 

270 

221 

271 

117 

226 

387 

S7 

163 

Old orop giowths from 1st July 
to 31sb December 

196 

86 

238 

152 

135 

175 

216 

141 

170 

Total Old and New Crop for 
6 months 

521 

356 

459 

423 

252 

401 

G03 

' 

228 

333 


RED SEA LIGHTS 
(Ste dumbo's Reports , 1889, etc ) 

As members are awaie, the Chamber has been m correspon- 
dence with Government on this subject for many yeais, and 
they aie now pleased to say that the Tuikish Government and 
the Light-house Admimstiation have at all events come to an 
undeistandmg about the erection of four of the much 
needed light-houses m the Red Sea In a communication 
addressed to the Chamber on 20th February, 1901, the Bombay 
Government stated that according to an announcement m the 
“Levant Herald” of 19th Decembei 1900, the construction of 
these lights was to have commenced in January 1900, the work 
being undertaken by the Administration dts Phares The 
latest information, however, indicates continued inactivity on 
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the pai fc of Turkey , aud this inactivity has been made the* 
occasion foi fuithei repiesentations from certain quarters, m 
which, howevei, >0111 Committee has not thonght it necessary 
to join, being assuied that the delay arises from no negligence 
on the pait of the Butish Government In the early pait of 
Jammy, and while tin* Repoit was m preparation, the Com- 
mittee learned thiough the- newspapeis that the Bengal 
Chambei had received fiom the Government of India an 
intimation that the beginning of September, 1901, was the time 
fixed by the Turkish Government for commencing the woik of 
constructing four new light-houses in the Red Sea — {Appendi 1 
GrGr) 

Tdeqnnn in Times of India of 12th Feb. 1902 
LIGHTING OF THE RED SEA. 

Intimation has reached the Government of Bengal from the 
India Office to the effect that the steamei Afrique, charfceied 
by the Ottoman Government foi the conveyance of the 
matenal required foi the construction of 4 new light houses 
in the Red Sea, has leached the Zebeyi Island, some time ago, 
ami disembarked pait of the material for the light-house on 
that Island The steamei was then to pioceed to Abu Ail, 
to discharge such put of the caigo as was reqiuied for the 
light-house on the latter Island. 

PERIM LIGHTS 

In a letter dated 8th Novembe 1901 the Bombay Govern- 
ment informed the Committee that, since it was intended to 
replace the light on Kennei/ Island with one of greater power, 
it had been proposed to re-erect the said discarded light at 
Baife Point, Peum The opinion of the Committee as to the ex- 
pediency ot this air.mgement wa* invited. Government alluded 
to a contention advanced m ceitam quarters to the effect that 
what Penm needel was not the improvement of the Obstruction 
Point Light bat its eutne removal, a good light being provided 
in its place at Baife Point on the Western side of the Island, 
where there is at present a weak light maintained by the Perm* 
Coal Company ux connection with their harbour It had been 
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further represented that by the establishment of a good light 
at Balfe Point vessels would cease to use the nanow Eastwaid 
Strait, and that it would be very much better were that Strait 
closed to navigation at night, as would result from the removal 
of the Obstruction Point Light 

The mattei being of considerable importance to shipowners, 
the Committee considered it necessary to consult membeis of 
the Chamber and others having expeit knowledge of the issues , 
and m accoidance with the information obtained, the Committee 
addressed Government, on 5th December 1901, expressing ap- 
proval of the proposed change, so far as it related to the estab- 
lishment of the Kennery Light at Palfe Point The Committee 
considered that the said light would serve the purpose of the 
light required at Balfe Point , but they submitted that it would 
be most inexpedient to remove the light on Obstruction Point 
or to close the lessei Strait, which the Chamber understood 
was preferred by many of the vessels most frequently passing 
Penm 

Some six weeks after writing the said letter, the Committee 
w r as disappointed to leam by a lettei fiom Government, No 28G, 
dated 20th Januaiy, 1902, that owing to the letU'-al of the Board 
of Trade to bear any part of the cost of the changes proposed, it 
had been found necessary to abandon fur a time all piojeets for 
the improvement of the Penm Lights 

This lettei was circulated to the Shipping Agents m Bombay ? 
and at the time of punting this Report a fuither representation 
was contemplated — (. Appench i HH ) 

ADDITIONAL LIGHT-HOUSES ON THE COASTS OF 
THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

On the 80th November 1900, the Chamber was addressed 
by the Government of India m the Finance and Commerce 
Department, with reterence to a scheme for the construction 
and maintenance of additional light-houses on the coasts of 
the Madras Presidency The reference was accompanied by a 
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communication from the Madras Government to the Govern- 
ment of India, togethei with a copy of a diaft Bill which 
piovided foi the levy of a coast light due on vessels denvmg 
benefit from the lights 

The Chamber having been asked to furnish Government 
with an expression of their views on the subject, the Com- 
mittee m the first place consulted the leading shipping autho- 
rities m Bombay, and thereafter appointed a Special Committee 
to consider the whole pioposals in the light of the opinions so 
elicited The Special Committee submitted its lepoit on 
17th January, 1901, and m accoi dance with its lecommenda- 
tions, the Chambei addiessed Government on 22nd January, 
1901 The Committee stated that, while additional lights 
if constructed and maintained without additional charge upon 
shipping, would necessarily afford some convenience, there was 
no evidence befoie them to show that such additional lights 
were m any sense necessary The Chambei theiefore strongly 
deprecated the construction of lights undei conditions entailing 
a superfluous tax upon the vessels using the Post of Madras 
already so heavily burdened with chaiges , and added that 
while desnous of maintaining a general objection to the 
proposed measure, they would m particulai object to the 
contemplated taxation of vessels sailing from Aden to Colombo 
direct — {Appendix II) 

PERSIAN TRADE— SEISTAN ROUTE 
{Befutnce Repoii for 1900, p 129) 

It will be m the lecollection of Members that m the latter 
months of 1900 the Chambei received from H B M Consul m 
Seistan an mtei evfcmg communication about the effoits that 
were being made to establish and develop trade between India 
and Persia by way of the new Quetta-Seistan route It will 
also be remembered that m response to the invitation of that 
energetic official a number of sampler of vanous goods weie got 
togethei and sent to him with full information as to price, etc* 
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Prom a letter received m the beginning of May 1901, it 
appealed that the boxes of samples, though sent off m Novem- 
ber, did not leach then destination till the beginning of April 
They were then opened m Bnjand, a centre of trade m Eastern 
Persia , and it is stated that they excited the liveliest interest 
among the natives, who expressed the probably sincere regret 
that the consignment was only one of patterns 

In a subsequent letter the Consul urged that the Chamber 
should undertake to piepare and to despatch to the chief 
towns m Persia a weekly Bombay pi ice current relating to such 
goods as had been included on the range of patterns sent 
This lettei, which was dated the 9th April, contained indica- 
tions worthy of lecoid, and is therefore repnnted among the 
relative appendices The Committee weie unable to give an 
unqualified assent to the pioposal , but authorised the Secietaiy 
to make enquiries about the Peisian Press lefened to by the 
Consul It was found that the said press had ceased to exist 3 
and the complete failure of the despatch of samples to pioduce 
any business whatever had possibly something to do with the 
indifference encounteied m the etfoits to interest individuals 
m the project 

It was also evident that certain mei chants m Bombay who 
had eveiy disposition to make a %entiue on the Seistan route 
were deteired by the dfficulty of procunng reasonable seeunty 
foi the value of such goods as they might send The leputation 
of the Pei sian as a paymaster is much the same as that of 
othei peisons who aie quite inaccessible , and the Secietaiy, m 
the effoits he had been authonsed to make, found that no prac- 
tical outcome could be looked foi unless some mteimediary of 
pioperty and leputation could be found to guarantee the ac- 
counts He, theiefoie, wrote to this effect but no reply has 
been leceived So far as is known, no sale, have been made on 
the samples sent , and merchants who ha\e eveiy disposition to 
interest themselves m the publication of a weekly Puce Current 
and in the despatch of goods aie detened b;y the absence of 
seeunty 
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The question of sending someone to piospect and lepoit upon 
the actual tiade piospects of the route has been canvassed on 
seveial occasions, and at one tune there seemed a probability 
that a Bombay firm would send a representative on then own 
responsibility 

In the month of Febiuary 1901 a Persian merchant Haji 
Khan, arrived m Bombay and piesented letters of introduction 
given him by the Consul m Seistan In these letters it was 
stated that he was not the representative of any individual film 
but wa^> travelling m India id ordei to give information to per- 
"sons interested 01 disposed to become interested m the Sei«tan 
route Unfoitunately Haji Khan spoke no language but 
Feisian, and it was found to be surprisingly difficult to get leli- 
abl 9 and intelligent Persian interpreter m Bombay The 
Secretary was authorised to issue a cnculai to members regard- 
ing his arrival m Bombay and to furnish him with introductions 
to such members as desired to see him Tins was done m a 
number of cases , and it is hoped that some good will result 

In Febiuary 1901 Government issued a reprint of a report by 
a certain native fiun of their encouiagmg experience as pioneers 
m the trade with Seistan It is unnecessary to reproduce that 
report, but it maybe mentioned generally that the trade was, as 
indeed Government expiessly lemaiked m their covering letter, 
“ of a class such as is earned on by nati\es aud not by 
Europeans ” 

Throughout the year, correspondence continued to pass 
between the Chamber and the Consul at Seistan 3 and in the 
appendices will be found such of the documents as dealt with 
actual facts It will be seen that among those are notifications 
from the Noith- Western Railway, giving details of rebates allow- 
ed on goods forwaided from Karachi to Quetta for export into 
Persia by way of the Seistan route, as well as notes by the 
Consul regarding passports. Customs, abolition of tiansit dues 
and other matters affecting merchants and otheis contemplating 
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travel or commerce in Perma Others relate to the establish- 
ment at Quetta of an institution where patterns amd quotations 
of Indian merchandise can be exhibited Certain members of 
Committee observed a leport published m a Bombay periodical 
to the effect that the Nushkr-Seistan loute was a “ fiaud ” and 
that “ two parties of traders fiom Bombay were recently robbed 
and sent back minus goods and money,” that <£ there is no 
route propeily speaking,” and that “the authorities at Quetta 
can offei neither assistance nor protection to travellers ” A s the 
Committee was doing its best to help to promote trade by the 
route m question and was concerned to know the tiuth about 
the mattei, the repoit referred to was brought to the notice ot 
the Consul, who telegraphed a denial and subsequently forward- 
ed to the Committee a cipy of a lettei of refutation which he 
had addiessed to the periodical concerned Extracts fiom this 
letter, which it is not necessary to reproduce m e\ten>o, will be 
found in the appendices , but as it is alwajs difficult m such a 
mattei to distinguish between \ei acinus reports of didicuities 
actually encounteied and the lumouis disseminated by peisons 
holding a vested interest m the country to be exploited, the 
following statistics may be quoted as eudemm that the loute is 
not a tiaud The returns of tiade passing o\ei the sud route 
m the last foul 3 ears ha\e been as follows — 


1397-1898 . 

1S9S-1S99 

1899- 1900 . 

1900- 1901 . . 


Rs 5,89,929 
„ 7 28,082 

„ 12,35,412 
„ 15,34,452 


The letter was published, as desired, in the Novembei issue 
of the periodical m question, along with an editorial note 
explaining that the repoit had come to them fiom a source 
winch they had believed to be quite reliable 

In the month of December the Committee ha I the advantage 
of a conversation with Mr Joseph Walton, M P, who was 
passing through Bombay on his letuin from a journey from the 
Caspiau southwards through Peisia, and who kindly volunteered 
to impait to the Committee the information he had acquired 
regarding the position and pio^pects of Indian tiade with 
Persia — (Appendix JJ ) 
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CONSULAR OFFICERS AND BRITISH TRADE 
ABROAD 

In a lettei addressed by the Bombay Millowners* Association 
to the Secretary to Government, Political Department, Bombay, 
nuclei date 11th October, 1901, attention was called to certain 
correspondence that had passed between Government and the 
Associati m m 1886 as to what greater measure of support might 
be afforded by British representatn es abroad to British Trade 
The Association had, at that time, suggested that Consulai 
officers should send to London monthly, or at least quarterly, 
reports of the leading articles of tiade m their markets, and that 
these should in London be collated m volumes lelatmg to the 
various descriptions of goods, so that information might be 
easily obtained by pei&ons interested m any particular descrip- 
tion It was also suggested that Consular Officers might send 
copies of their reports direct to the Indian Government so that 
they might withm reasonable time be made available to Indian 
commercial men Fiom correspondence subsequently addiessed 
to the Association it appeared that theie were certain diffi- 
culties m the way of giving effect to the Association’s recom- 
mendations, and the matter was therefoie held m abeyance 

Since then the need foi some such official assistance had been 
felt with increasing intensity by Indian trade, and the Millowneis’ 
Association, therefore, addressed Government again It 
seemed to them that, m \iew of the existence of British 
representatives m most of the maikets, the most practical 
arrangement would be one to be concluded with tbe Imperial 
Foreign Office, to the end that patterns and information of a 
specifically commercial natuie should be forwarded promptly 
to the respective Governments m the various centres of Indian 
trade or to the Chambeis of Commerce m such centres. To 
obviate the objection made by the Foreign Office m 1887 as to 
the difficulties of dual publication m Britain and m India the 
Association suggested that the information to be so com- 
municated should be limited to a prescribed foimula, and 
that for practical trade pm poses it would be sufficient if 
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commercial houses were put promptly m possession of informa- 
tion upon the points set foith m a schedule submitted by the 
Association 

Under date 4th November, 1901, the Chamber received 
from the Bombay Government a copy of the repiesentation 
m question, and the Committee weie xequested to state whether 
they concurred m the MillowneiV views generally and whether 
they had anything to add to those views 

The pioposals of the Millowneis’ Association appeared to the 
Committee to be culculated to meet the most urgent require- 
ments of Indian Commerce, and nr addressing Government to 
this effect, under date 8th Novembei, 1901, they expressed the 
opinion that, since expedition was of the essence of utility m 
these matters, it was of the first importance that such patterns 
and particulars as weie a&ked for should be sent by British 
representatives abroad dnectly to the Chambeis of Commeice 
in the different trade centres, where they would at once be 
placed at the service of the members both of the Chamber and 
the Millowneis’ Association 


BRITISH COMMERCIAL AGENTS 

(See Chambers Uepoii Joy 1900, pp 126-128 ) 

In the Report mentioned above reference is made to a notice 
issued by the English Foreign Office legaidmg the appointment 
of British Consular Agents in Russia, Switzerland, the United 
States, and Central America, and to the fees pa} able to these 
officials when answering enqumes on commercial subjects This 
notice was forwarded to the Chambei by the Government of 
India, and from the same source the Committee received, 
under date 6th September, 1901, a copy of a further notification 
from the Foreign Office m London, dated 10th August, 1901, 
stating that the Secretary of State foi Foreign Affairs has 
arranged with the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
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that, timing the tempoiaiy extension of the peiiod of the 
appointment of Bntidi Commeicial x\gents in vanous countries 
abroad, the fees hitheito levied foi answering enqunies, &c , 
shall he 1 emitted, except in so far as the cost of journeys 
undei taken by them for pnvate films has to be met In 
the case of such journeys the subsistence fee of <£1-1-0 pei 
night will still be claimed, m addition to the actual expenses 
of locomotion , but there will be no chaige for the Agent’s 
seivices 

PLAGUE 

Plague has continued to be present m Bomba) and to claim 
veiy laige numbeis of victims But although the daily mortality 
at one time m 1901 exceeded fom hundred, the panic and 
exodus, so maiked duung the epidemics of 1897 and 1898, have 
changed m charactei In this as m othei lespects, the popula- 
tion appear to have accommodated themselves to the pestilence 
as a fixed factoi , and while theie was no geneial stampede of 
the people at any one time, Mr Edwaides, m his Report on the 
Census taken m March 1901 (when plague was at its height) 
estimates at 43,000 the population lesidmg out of Bombay m 
consequence of the piesence of the disease By two distinct 
calculations, Mi Edwardes computes the deaths fiom plague 
alone at some 1,14,000 since 1896 This is greatly m excess of 
the Municipal returns of recognised deaths by plague , but, as 
theie is no doubt that defects at one time existed m the Muni- 
cipal system of lecoid, the piobabihty is that the laigei figure 
lepresents with sufficient accuiacy the loss thiough plague and 
its sequeke 

As an indication of the piogiess of the disease it may be well 
to mention that the total mortality from all causes m each of 
the two last calender yeais has been as follows — 

1900 . . 81,412 

1901 . ... 61,648 

In preventive measiues there has been an mci eased tendency 
to rely upon disinfection of places, and no disturbances have at- 
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tended the opeiations of the plague department Plague has 
theiefoie had less dnect effect upon the trade of Bombay than 
the poverty and stagnation lesultmg from the failuie of the 
lams m gieat paits of Western India 


THE CENSUS OF 1901 

In Januaiy 1901 the Committee leoeived fiom the Piovmcial 
Supeimtendent of Census and fiom the Census Olficei foi the 
Town and Island of Bombay letters inviting the assistance of 
the members m procui mg the sei vices of clerks and other 
literate persons willing to help m the enumeration of the 
population of Bombay All possible assistance was lendeied ? 
and as a lesult many employees in Commeicial offices through- 
out Bombay volunteered their services which weie utilized to 
good purpose For convenience of refeience on the occasion of 
the next census, it is consideied desnable to punt the following 
extract fiom the Census Officers iettei No ^ of 1901, 
which details the anangements and the teims pioposed 

“ In older to ensure a complete and, as far as a possible, 
accurate census of the whole City and Island of Bombay, two- 
thousand fom hundied enumerators aie leqiuied Then woik 
is bnefly the following Each one of them is posted to a block 
containing from 5 to 15 houses and will commence on the 25th 
Februaiy to go steadily thiough the block, filling up the census 
schedules with the requisite information foi all the illiterate 
and leaving pnvate and household schedules at the houses, ot 
the literate to be filled up by them This woik will last pro- 
bably till the evening of the 2Gth The 27th of Febiuaiy will 
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be devoted to the checking of all entnes by a supervisor, who 
is posted m chaige of a definite number of blocks and enumera- 
tors The 28th .February is not a census holiday On the 1st 
March the enumeiatoi will again go round his block and at 
night will visit each house therein with the schedule filled up 
by himself and make any final alterations 01 amendments that 
may be necessary On the morning of the 2nd March he will 
collect fiom the houses of the literate m his block all the private 
and household schedules 3 sum up the total of his block and 
have it checked by the supeivisioi His woik is then finished 
It will be appaient therefore that the enumerator’s duties last 
for at least five days, % e , 2 5th- 2 7 th Februaiy and 1st and 2nd 
March Government and Municipal Offices, which will be 
entirely closed on those days, have spared their clerks, &c , free 
of remuneration, for this work They number m the aggregate 
about 900 men and there is consequently necessaiy a considei- 
able number of paid men to complete the total lequired The 
late of pay sanctioned by Government for any one who is 
neither m Government nor Municipal employ is Re 1 pei diem 
and should any individual do specially good work, he is fuitlier 
entitled to a sanad oi ceitificate fiom Government What 
Mr Enthoven (Provincial Superintendent of Census) therefoie 
desires to know is whethei any of the leading films m Bombay 
would be willing to spare some of then clerks for the five day’s 
work at the late of Re 1 per diem I may here lemark that 
should any one be lent it will be my endeavour to post him as 
near his own place of residence as possible, m older that his 
daily salary may not be absorbed m conveyance hire, etc 

In reproducing here, for future refeience, the complete returns 
of the Population of Bombay City, it is well, peihaps, to record 
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the fact that m the best informed quarters there is considerable* uncer- 
tainty both as to the piecise system employed m the Census of 1891 
and as to the accuracy of the results shown by it There is, therefore* 
a disposition to abstain from theory as to the apparent differences between 
the totals found at the two periods — 
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MANUFACTURE OF IRON AND STEEL IN INDIA 

In a despatch, dated 9th Novembei, 1S99, fiom the Secietary 
of State foi India to the Government of India, leference was 
made to the interesting Report by Majoi Mahon, legal dmg the 
manufacture of iron and steel m India Major Mahon stated 
that Gindin and Ramganj coal could produce good coke foi 
smelting purposes, though most other Indian coals could not 5 
that the Chanden and Salem iron souices weie the lichest and 
most extensive , that some place on the Bengal Sea Coast near 
Calcutta would be the most favourable site foi laige iron works 
winch — wheie\ei placed — would have to diaw some of their ma- 
terials from a distance , that India lequued a ^eaily supply of 
300,000 to 400,000 tons of non and steel, that laige woiks 
with modem plant ought to be able to produce and sell this 
quantity of non and steel at a good profit, compaied with the 
puces of imported materials m 1898, and that further experi- 
ments with coal and iron ore m England weie not required 
In view of these observations the Secretary of State considered 
that if, m course of time India could produce at home all, or a 
laigei pait of, the iron and steel she required, it would be a 
great advantage to the country and to her lailways , and he 
desned information as to whether an> steps should he taken 
to promote the establishment of large iron woiks at Poit Canning 
oi at any other favour able site m India 

In a communiration addressed to the Chamber, under date 
23rd February 1901, the Government of India, m calling atten- 
tion to this mattei, desired an expression of the Chamber’s views 
as to whether it was consideied advisable that Government 
should take any steps towards c allying out Major Mahon’s pro- 
posal 

Aftei caieful consideration of the mattei, the Committee, 
under date 22nd March 1901, informed the Government of India 
that they could not recommend the conduct of such an experi- 
ment by the State They suggested, however, that if sufficient 
publicity were given to the report m question, and if the facts 
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theiem set forth were such as to estabhsh m expert mdu&tnal 
judgment a reasonable hope of piofit, the experiment would be 
undertaken by pnvate enteipnse which, the Committee submit- 
ted, Government would do well to invite and encourage by every 
means — (. Appendix KK ) 

WORK OF PORTERAGE AT THE BALLARD PIER 

In October 1901, the attention of the Chamber was directed 
to the fact that the work of poiterage at the Ballard Pier had, 
m consequence of the exclusion of outside coolies under the 
existing health regulations, become a vixtual monopoly m the > 
hands of certain licensed coolies and boatmen, and that passen- 
gers by such lines or vessels as did not employ their own coolies 
were consequently and without lemedy subjected to extortionate 
charges m respect of such porteiage In addiessmg the Bombay 
Port Trust m the matter, under date 10th, Octobei 1901, the 
Committee begged that the Trustees would investigate the 
matter and consider the expediency of instituting a tariff of 
fixed charge^ for porteis, to be duly adveitised at the Bunders, 
and of advertising m the same manner the tanff at present 
ruling m respect of boats 

In the reply leceived by the Chamber on 30th October, 1901, 
the Trustees stated that m terms of a Draft Bill framed by the 
Bombay Government m 1899, for the purpose of amending the 
law relating to the Bombay City Police, the Police Commissioner 
was vested with authonty m legal d to the licencing and control 
of hamals and labourers plying at Bundeis and lauding plates as 
coolies for the carriage of passengers 1 baggage, and the prescrib- 
ing of fees payable for licenses, as also the fixing and enforcing 
of a scale of chaiges foi the labour of coolies, &c , so plying As 
regai ds the tariff at present ruling m respect of boats, the 
Trustees stated that the lates weie published in the Time* 
of India Calendai and Direttoiy, that every passengei boat had 
a license renewable every year with the tindals name endorsed 
on the license, and that eveiy boat so licensed had to cany a 
cc— 23 
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book containing the table of faxes, &c The Trustees added 
that if any passenger considered that he was being chaiged 
above the authonzed iates he could appeal to the neaiest Police 
Offieei or lepoit the matter to the Poit Offieei, who wa-s 
authonzed to suspend or revoke the licenses of passenger boats 

In regai d to the first mattei — namely, the woik of poiteiage at 
the Ballaid Piei — the Committee, on 15th Novembei, 1901, 
addiessed the Commissioner of Police, but that official, m the 
reply leceived on 18th idem, stated that he had under the law 
no power either to license coolies oi to fix any tanff of charges 
foi them All that he did was to give badges to a certain 
~ numbei of coolies whom the Police lecogmsed and admitted to 
the Piei, so as to have some soit of conti ol ovei this class 
of people In forwarding to the Trustees a copy of the 
Police Commissioners lettei, the Committee, undei date 22nd 
Novembei, 1901, again urged that they should fix a scale 
of charges which they deemed reasonable foi the services 
to be rendeied by those men and adveiti&e it m a conspicuous 
place or places on the Bunder 

In lespeefc of boatmen plying m the Harboui, the Committee, m 
view of the reply leceived fiorn the Poit Trust to then fhst com- 
mumcatiun, addressed the Port Offieei on 15th Novembei 1901, 
and suggested that the best means of presenting such extortion 
as had been brought to then notice, would be to advertise the 
authorized tanff ot chaiges m a conspicuous place or places on 
the Bundeis and to affix to each boat a copy of such tariff oi a 
notice that such tmft was m foice and would be produced on 
demand 

The reply of the Poit Trustees, received on the 9th of Januaiy, 
was to the effect that it did not appear that the Trustees had 
power to fix a scale of chaiges foi the services of licensed coolies 
at public landing places Since it appealed to the Committee 
anomalous that no authonty should apparently be m a position 
to deal with a mattei so obviously calling for attention, they 
directed the Secretary to address the local Government, which 
was done under date 20th Januaiy 
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It may be as well to state, m legal d to the ieplj received by 
the Chambei from the Police Comrni Lionel, that the Draft 
Bill, to which reference made above, is still, the Com- 
mittee understand, under the consideration of Government 


FIRES IN COAL STACKS 

0 

C See Chambers Report fo / 1900, p 277). 

In a letter dated 9th November, 1900, the Port Trustees m 
firmed the Municipal Commissioner that fire engines need not 
he sent to coal fires unless the owners of the coal made a special 
requisition and agieed to pay for the water used As regards 
watering the Trustees considered that in mod: case^ watei 
aggravated the outbreak in its initial stage, and that the pmper 
way to extinguish the file was to cut open the stack and -piead 
the coal 

In addiessmg the Chamber on the subject, under date 7th 
January, 1901, the Municipal Commissioner de sued an expres- 
sion of the Committee’s opinion as to the firvt poition of the 
Trustees’ communication The Committee, m their leply dated 
10th January, 1901, stated that, in then opinion, it was the 
duty of the Fne Bngade to attend coal files as well as other 
fixes, and that the action to be taken on the spot must rest with 
the officer m chaige who would exeiuse discretion to the 
necessity for using water oi confining his effoits to the opening 
of the stacks — ( Appendix LL ) 

Note — Ite'id article in TJieTimes of 29tli November 1901, pac;e 13 


CALCUTTA POUT TRUST 

The Committee weie favomed hy the Bengal Chambei of 
Commerce with a copy of a communication (No 1260 of 1901, 
addressed by that body to the Government of Bengal, uiidei 
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date 18th September, 1901, cnticising exhaustively the Eepoit 
of the Committee appointed to enquire into the working of the 
Calcutta Poit Tiust 

The mattei, however, called for no action by the Committee, 
and refeience to it is made m this leport foi purposes of 
lecord only 


CONTRACTS FOR SUPPLIES TO GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS 

The Committee of the Uppei India Chamber of Commerce 
repiesented to Government, on 18th December, 1900, that ceitam 
defects existed m the system m foice of calling fox and dispos- 
ing of tendeis foi conti acts, and that complaints had been made 
fiom time to time of hardship caused by delays m disposing of 
tenders and by irregulaiities m the practice m foice, and having 
suggested ceitam remedies, the Government of India asked 
Local Governments Consulting Engineers to the Government of 
India and Manageis of State Railways foi an expiession of then 
views m the matter » Aftei considenng the replies leceived, the 
Government of India came to the conclusion that the Rules, laid 
down m Public Woiks Depaitment Code, Volume I, Chaptei 
VIII, paia 905, weie sufficient, and that no alterations weie 
required , but many of the replies indicated that the rules were 
not always complied with, thus fiequently giving rise to just 
came of complaint 

The Government of India theiefoie desired ( vide cuculai 
No 17 P W, dated Simla, 12th August, 1901) that the follow- 
ing points might iecei\e caieful attention m future by the 
r auous Government Depaitments — 

(1) T i me-hmit between date of notice and date on which 
tendeis an opened — A penod of not less than one 
month should mvaiiably be allowed m case of tenders 
for annual supplies, or foi any large tenders which 
are not issued on emergency, vide Public Works 
Department Code, Volume I, Chaptei VIII, para 907. 
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(2) Opening of tenders m public at a given time and date — 

Opening of tenders should m all cases be in public 
at a given time and date to be announced m the 
invitation foi tenders , any tendeier maj be permit- 
ted to attend, vide Public Works Department Code, 
Volume I, Chapter VIII, para 911 

(3) j Delivery of tenders— This may be made by post or 

hand 

(4) Delay in notifying acceptance and ? ejection of tenders — 

Notification of acceptance oi 1 ejection of tenders 
should always be made withm fouiteen dajs of open- 
ing, unless a longer time i^ stated m the invitation 
for tendeis 

(5) Delay in refunding earnest money — Earnest money 

should m\anably be returned at the time that i ejec- 
tion of a tender is announced 


COMMERCIAL EDUCATION 

In Apnl 1900, m reply to an enquiiy as to how the examina- 
tions under the London Chamber of Commerce scheme of Com- 
mercial education were conducted m Bomba}, the Committee 
stated that the Bombay Chamber could not see its way tc 
attempt to introduce the working of the scheme. It was ex- 
plained that the work had been entrusted by the Londoi 
Chambei to a Paisi gentleman m Bombay, but that the Com 
mittee had not m any way been associated with it and wer( 
consequently not m a position to give an} information as to it 
results 

Since then the attention of the Bengal Chamber has agai; 
been directed to the matter, and m a communication to thi 
Chambei, dated 20th May, 1901, that body m turn desire< 
information as to the mannei m which examinations m connec 
tion with this scheme were conducted, and by what authont 
they were controlled 
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Understanding that these examinations weie held to some 
extent under the auspices of the Government Educational 
Department, the Committee, on 29th May, 1901, addiessed the 
official m charge of that Department and elicited the following 
information, which was communicated to the Bengal Chamber on 
20th June, 1901 — Examinations of the London Chambei of 
Commeiee foi commeicial ceitificates under the Junior and 
Senior Scheme have, since the yeai 1900, been held under the 
auspices of the Bombay Government by the Principal, Elphm- 
stone High School, who has been appointed local Secretary for 
the purposes of these examinations The examinations aie held 
m Bombay on the same days on which they a*e held m England, 
the question papers being torwaided by the Secretary, London 
Chambei of Commeiee, undei seal, a few days betoie the com- 
mencement of the examinations The local Secietaiy distributes 
the papers to the candidates, super vises the examinations with 
the assistance of his staff and forwards the written answeis to 
the Secietaiy, London Chambei of Commerce, under seal, by 
the first mail after the examinations r Ihe lesult of the examin- 
ations is communicated to Government by the London Chamber 
and is published m the Bombay Government Gazette foi general 
information Hitherto these examinations have been held in 
Bombay only, but local centres would be established m other 
part^ of the Piesideuc3 r if it was found that theie was a demand 
foi the^e examinations The fimt examination held m May 
1900, was confined to the subject of book-keeping under the 
Semoi scheme, the numbei of successful candidates being 29 
out of oB who appealed for the examination An examination 
was held m May 1900, foi the following subjects (1) Book- 
keeping , (2) Machinery of business , (3) type-wntmg , (4) 
shoit-hand An examination under the Junior Scheme was 
held at the same time and was lestncted to Commeicial Arith- 
metic (including book-keeping) and short-hand In addition 
to the fees levied by the London Chamber a local fee of Rs 5 
per candidate is charged by the Bombay Government to covei 
the cost of these examinations, including reasonable remunera- 
tion to supervisor. 
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Furthei information placed befoie the Committee showed that 
the scheme of commercial education which was being woiked m 
Madias was a Government scheme, carried on undei the 
supervision of the Dnectm of Public Instruction , and that the 
official holding the like appointment m Calcutta was, with the 
assistance of the Bengal Chambei, arungmg foi similai examina- 
tions being held m Bengal 


MICA 

The Political Agent, Main Kautha, fm wauled to the Cham- 
bei, under date 18th Apnl, 1901, a sample of Mna found m 
laige quantites m the Danta State, and desned to be informed 
whether it had any commeiual \alue 

The sample was m due nuuse examined by the Committee,, 
and the enqumes made by them legaidmg it showed that Mm a 
of the descnptmu represented by the sample was not known 
m the Bombay market and was legaided unmerchantable. 
The Politn al Agent was accmdmgly mfoimed to this effect, 
undei date 22nd May 1901 


TRADE WITH SUMATRA 

In a letter, dated 19th May, 1901, fiom His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Envoy Extiaoidmary and Mimstei Plenipotentiary at the 
Hague — a cop y of which wa^ foiwauled to the Chambei by the 
Government of India, undei date 20th June, 1901 — it was stated 
that by an oidmam e oi the 20th Maich, 1901, of the Gover- 
ns Geneial of Netheiland India the Port of Kioe, Resi- 
dency of Benkoelen, Sumatia, wa^ opened to geneial trade 
(including foreign tiade) fiom loth Apni 1901 It may 
be mentioned that Kioe is situated m the South-Western 
comer of Sumatia, exactly on the 5th degiee of South 
Latitude, 
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CHEMICAL ANALYSER’S DEPARTMENT 
RESOLUTION BY GOVERNMENT 

In continuation of the correspondence with. Government ter- 
minating with the letter of Government m the Geneial Depart- 
ment, No 5547, dated 2 3rd October, 1900, (see Chamber's 
Report for 1900 pages, 98-100 and 287-295), the Committee le- 
ceived on 23id Maich 1901, a copy of a Resolution of Govern- 
ment to the following effect — 

<c Government aie of opinion that the Office of the Chemical 
Analyser to Government should he open on all days on which 
the Custom House is open The most important part of the 
Chemical Analyser’s work must now be the analysis of imported 
articles and theie is not much use m keeping the Custom 
House open if the Chemical Analyser pievents the piompt land- 
ing of goods by his delay There may be othei work which he 
need not take up on days on which offices aie allowed to be closed 
subject to anangements toi uigent work, but the analysis 
ot samples of goods awaiting import should be regarded as 
urgent ” 


DELIVERY OF GOODS ON SUNDAYS AND OTHER 
HOLIDAYS 

The question as to whethei goods falling due for delivery on 
a Sunday or on a Charter Party and Shipping holiday should 
be delivered on the day previous to, oi the day following, the 
Sunday or the holiday, as the case might be, recently came 
before the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and led to legal advice 
beiog taken by that body on the point It was stated that no 
legal decision — at any late m Calcutta — had ever been given on 
the subject, and the Bengal Chamber considered it desirable to 
establish an identical ruling foi all Indian Ports with reference 
both to Sundays and Charter Party and shipping holidays 
On 2nd December 1901, the Bengal Chamber adchessed the 
Committee asking foi an expression of their views, and stating 
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that the feeling m Calcutta was that goods falling to be delivered 
on a Sunday should be delivered on the preceding Saturday 
In addressing the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on 13fch 
December, 1901, the Committee mentioned that transactions m 
Cotton were governed by the rules of the Bombay Cotton Trade 
Association, Limited, m which it was laid down that goods 
falling due on a Sunday or holiday were deliverable on the day 
following In the case of other articles Sundays and other 
holidays were not observed as such, and merchants might be 
required to take delivery on a Sunday 01 a holiday For a 
decision on this point the Committee refened the Bengal 
Chamber to Indian Law Reports, Bombay Series, Volume XV, 
1891, page 338, Bombay High Court, Original Side, Suit 
No 229 of 1890, “where the defendant, a Euiopean, was sued 
for damages for non-delivery of goods, and considered that he 
was not hound to deliver on Sunday The Court held that 
delivery on Sunday was not unlawful, and that, m the absence 
of Custom to the conti ary, the defendant was bound to dehvei 
the goods on that day if they had not already been delivered ” 
The Committee further stated that they would favour the 
institution of a uniform rule foi all Indian Ports to the effect 
that goods due on a Sunday or other holiday should be deliver- 
able on the preceding day , and they invited from the Bengal 
Chamber an expiession of opinion as to the means by which 
such a reform might be piocured — ( Appendix MM ) 


CANCELLING CLAUSE IN CONTRACTS 

From time to time the Chambei receives enquiries from ftims 
m Bombay as to whether mdentois have the option of eithei 
accepting oi i ejecting goods when an allowance exceeding 10 
per cent has been awarded on Survey It appears that some 
such rule is supposed to exist m Bombay , but as a mattei of 
fact the Committee have no such rule and recognise no such 
custom This circumtance was communicated to the various 
persons addiessmg the Chamber on the subject , and is here 
repeated fox general information, 
cc— -■24 
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SORTING OF OUTWARD AND HOMEWARD MAILS 
BETWEEN ADEN AND BOMBAY 

In lesponse to a lequest, dated 13th Febiuary 1901, the Com- 
mittee obtained and transmitted to the Colombo Chambei of 
Commerce, under date 13th Maich, 1901, mfoimation on the 
following points — 

(a) Whethei the outwaid mails aie sorted between Aden 
and Bombay ( b ) if so, what is the appioximate cost to 
Government of the anangement , ( c ) what would be the 
appioximate cost of extending the same treatment to Home 
and Austiahan mails 

The coiiespondence on this subject is embodied m the appen- 
dices, and the Committee take this opportunity of again tender - 
mg then thanks to the Post Mastei Geneial, Bombay, foi his 
piompt compliance with the Chambei \ lequest m this mattei, 
and for the detailed mfoimation which he enabled the Committee 
to communicate to the Ceylon Chambei — {Appendix JJN ) 


CULTIVATION OF GROUNDNUT SEED 

In tecent yeais a very marked decline has occuned m the 
exports of groundnuts from Bombay and m the yield of those 
districts fium which this Port draws its supplies Infoimation 
placed at the disposal of the Chambei tended to show that the 
gradual failuie of the a op was due to a considerable extent to 
degeneration of the seeds , and this fact induced the Committee, 
on 21st December 1900, to approach the Survey Commissioner 
and Director, Land Records and Agiicultuie, Bombay, on the 
subject It was respectfully suggested that Government should 
import a quantity of Mozambique seed, either from Mozam- 
bique direct oi fiom Mai&eilles, and distribute the same— if 
need were, free of charge — m the various distucts producing 
groundnuts, such as Nasik Sholapui, Baisi, Karad, Tasgaon 
and other places The reason foi suggesting the importation 
of Mozambique seed was that such seed had been imported 
into Pondichery, two years before, and sown m those districts. 
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with the result that m 1900 there was a crop, excellent not 
only m quantity, but also m quality Indeed, it was shown, 
that this new growth of gioundnuts obtained m Europe a 
premium of about 10 per cent 

At a later date information leached the Chambei that Coro- 
mandel groundnuts had last yeai, and evidently as a le suit 
of the importation of fiesh seed, yielded from 5 to 6 per cent 
better outturn of oil than groundnuts of the usual Coromandel 
variety In view of this fact the Committee, m a further lettei 
to the Survey Commissioner, under date 17th Octobei, 1901, 
suggested the importation of both Mozambique and Senegambia 
seed and their l^sue to cultivator^ m those parts of Bombay 
Presidency where groundnuts are grown 

Writing to the Chamber on 20th November, 1901, the 
Dnector stated that Government had asked a pm ate hnn to 
procuie for them one ton of Mozambique-Mauntius groundnut 
seed and that, thm expedient having failed one ton of Mozambi- 
que-Mauntius groundnut seed produced in Pondickery from 
the impoited seed was obtained and distributed foi experimental 
cultivation m the districts of Poona, Sataia md Suiat, where 
gioundnut is grown 460 lbs of Japanese gioundnut and 
400 lbs of American groundnut weie aUo imported and sown 
on the Poona, Suiat and Nadiad expenmental faims and on 
the Sewage faim at Ahmeaabad 

The crop giown from the impoited seed was, at the time uf 
writing thm repoit, being hane^ted and the iesult& of the 
experiment the Director has pinmi^ed to communicate to the 
Chambei in due coui^e — {Appt'icLx 00 ) 


CUSTOM HOUSE HOLIDAYS 

It will be m the recollection of members that on tlnee occa- 
sions m 1901 ouleis toi the entne closing of the Custom House 
were issued on such shoit notice that, but foi the pirnnpt 
mtei vention of the Chambei, md the eouiteous i espouse 
<j£ the Collector of Customs, them would have been semuis in- 
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convenience and loss to shipping In then lettei of 31st Octon 
her, 1901, to the Colleetoi, the Committee repiesented the 
extreme inconvenience that was entailed upon trade, and moie 
paiticularly on those depaitments of trade that weie dnectly 
concerned with shipping, by the entire closure of the Custom 
House on special occasions without such notice as would enable 
merchants and shipping agents to make appiopnate anange- 
ments , and they suggested that m future no order to close the 
Cash Department of the Custom House for more than half a day 
should be issued unless a full forty-eight horns’ notice could be 
given m the public pi ess 

The Collector informed the Committee on the 5th November 
that, to avoid recun ence of the inconvenience complained of, it 
would m future be ananged that, on special occasions when it 
might be found impossible to give forty-eight hours’ pievious 
notice, the Custom House should be kept partially open till 2 
p m for uigent work, and the whaives kept open as usual for 
landing and shipment; of goods The Collector also intimated 
that the Cash Office would remain open till 2pm, provided the 
Bank of Bombay was open foi business on that day , but that, 
should the Bank be closed, it would not be possible to keep 
the Customs Cash Office open — {Appendix PP ) 


PAYMENT OP MEASUREMENT FEES 

A piactiee has grown up m Bombay whereby shippers have 
paid Measurement Pees befoie obtaining their Number from the 
Custom House To this theie are two objections 

{a) The Measurement Pee clerk has to endoise three 
documents, one of which is deposited with the Num- 
ber cleik and requnes no endorsement 

(5) In case of a Custom House Holiday the delay m 
taking the documents to the Number clerk may 
result m their being shut out. 

It was theiefore ordered on the ISfch November 1901 that 
shippers should obtain their numbei before paying then Pee. 
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It was also oideied that on all Holidays except New Year’s 
Day, Good Friday, the King’s Bntbday and Christmas day the 
Fee cleik should attend for collection of Fees and pay the same 
into Office on the evening of the same day 


PUBLIC AND CHARTER-PARTY HOLIDAYS 

The Committee appointed by Government for the purpose of 
considenng and reporting as to what days m the } ear 1902 
should be recognised as holidays under the Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act of 1881, met in the rooms of the Chambei on 9th 
December 1901 

The Committee had before them the following letters of the 
Government of Bombay — No 42 2 G, dated 8th November, 1901, 
relating to the question of reducing to one day the holida} at 
Dewah, together with the Chamber’s repl} thereto , No 4380, 
dated 23rd Nov 1901, with extracts from a letter m which the 
Government of India recommended certain alterations m the 
holidays hitherto observed m Bomba} In the correspondence 
referred to, the Government of India took exception to the 
observance of Whit Monday as a holiday m Bombay, and be- 
lieved that there was no reason foi observing such days m India 
out of mere conformity to the practice in Bntam On this point 
the Committee m their lepgrt to Government stated that the 
great mass of the community m Bombay were concerned with 
commerce, and that on days when Banks at home were closed 
those m Bombay w ere unable to deal with home business by 
telegram, with the result that then commeicial clients were 
unable to operate For this reason the Committee recommended 
that the holiday on Wht Monday be retained With regard to 
the Chistmas holidays , the Government of India considered that 
the 24th (oi the 2Srd, if the 24th fell on a Sunday), the 26th, 
27th and 31st Decembei might be notified under the Act The 
Committee weie unanimous that three days foi Christmas were 
sufficient Since Christmas would fall on a Thuibday it was 
decided by a majority to abandon the holiday on the 27th 
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December because, if the Banks weie not open on that day, 
theie would be a senes of foui closed days, which would be 
inconvenient at such a busy season of the yeai 

With respect to the New Year holidays , the Government of 
India stated that except when New Year's day fell on a Sunday, 
the} did not think that January 2nd should be either notified 
he del the Act or announced by executive order as a holiday m 
the Government offices The majonty of the Committee were 
unable to recommend the abandonment of the holiday on the 
2nd January, foi the reason that many members of the European 
community on this side of India visited fnends up-country on the 
1st and 2nd Januaiy and would probably express sufficient 
dissatisfaction with the abandonment of the holiday of the 27th 
Decembei, which would, m many cases, involve a letuin to 
work for half a day 

With regard to the Bewah Holidays the Chambei had pie- 
\iously mtoimed Government that it would be inexpedient to 
do away with any of the official holidays at Bewah , foi the 
reason that the entne native community would observe those 
days as holiday whethei they weie so notified 01 not This 
opinion the Committee confirmed and they infoimed Government 
accoidmgly 

Government con^ideied it unnecessary to notify theirs* 
Monday in August as i Bank holiday In giving effect to the 
desiie of Government m thi* mattei, it was explained that the 
holiday m question was instituted in 1901 because of the extra- 
01 dinar lly long interval that happened m that year to 'fall between 
the holidays preceding and following ic This condition, it was 
believed, would not exist m 1902, seeing that, m view of the 
Coronation ceiemony to take place on the 6th June, the Govern- 
ment would pi ob ably declaie a special holiday on that date 

Jamshed-i-Naoioz , falling on 21st March, is a relatively un- 
important holiday , and occurring as it does m a veiy busy 
reason of the year, might, it was suggested, be abandoned 
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Ganebh Chatuithi and Khm dadsal, on the other hand, fall m a 
feeason when business is extremely slack and one that -was 
extiemely tiymg to the health of the Euiopean community 
The Committee did not theiefore believe that any substantial 
advantage would attend the abolition of these holidays 

On 21st December, 1901, Government foi warded to the 
Chamber a list of the holidays to be obseived m 1902 under the 
Negotiable Instiuments Act From this list it was noticed that 
the 2nd January was omitted, as recommended by the Go\ em- 
inent of India Whit Monday and Dticah weie also tentative- 
ly omitted, but the Chamhei was informed that the ques- 
tion of these holidays had been xefened to the Go\ eminent 
of India 

In addition to the holidays tinned b> Government for 
1901, the following veie notified duiing tlm x e u — 2nd 
Februaiy on account of the funenl of Hei MW GiauniN 
Maiesty Queen Vntona, the Chamber at the miiip time dtdaied 
tins a Uhaitei-Faity holiday 21th Mav 1901— The holiday 
previously fixed for the celebration of the Queen 1 " bnthday 19th 
feeptembei 1901 — the dav appointed b\ the Government of 
India and the United States Government foi pratei and mourn- 
ing consequent on the death of the late President McKinley 
3rd October 1901 — on account of the dent.h nf the Amir <»f Af- 
ghanistan, 9th November 1901 — the hnthrlm nf His the 

King Emperor ot India This v\ t .s also cledaied by the Chambei 
a holiday under Charter-Parties 

On 25th July 1901 the Bombay Government mfoimed the 
Chamber that m the list of holidays allowed by Government to 
then Hindu employes the first day of Ckama, which is the 
New YeaUs day of the Shalt vakan eia ot the Hindu calendar, 
might be substituted foi Jumna AJitamt, and desiied to be 
favouied with the opinion of the Chamber m the matter After 
careful enquuy and consideration the Committee informed 
Government that, m then opinion, it would not be desirable to 
make the pioposed alteration m lespect of the Jan mu AJhtann 
holiday 
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The holidays under Charter-Parties foi 1902 weie fixed 
by the Chainbei in the usual way and noticed to members 
(. Appendix Q,Q ) 

INDIAN EXPLOSIVES ACT, 1884 
(See Chamber's JReport for 1900, p 72 ) 

Draft rules to regulate the transportand importation of explo- 
sives were published by Government during the yeai and copies 
were forwaided to the Chamber m the usual way The papers 
were m due course circulated to members interested, hut theie 
were no points on which the Chamber’s intervention was called 
for — ( See Gazette of India No 13, dated March 30 th s 1901) 

RULES UNDER THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, 1878 

The attention of the Government of India was called dunng 
the year to the great inconvenience experienced by the Mer- 
cantile community owing to the delay that frequently takes 
place m obtaining from Magistrates licenses for the transport 
of dynamite and other e xplosives required for blasting purposes 
To remedy tins state of tilings it was suggested that a rule be 
added to the rules under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, authorizing 
the grant to responsible firms of a general transpoit license foi 
the transpoit ot dynamite, etc , required bona fide for blasting 
purposes In accordance with this suggestion, a draft rule was 
framed by the Government of India to be made applicable m the 
fiist instance to the Provinces of Madras and Bombay and the 
Lower Piovmces of Bengal 

Under date 13th Decembei, 1901, the Chainbei received from 
the Bombay Government a copy of the draft rules with an inti- 
mation that H E the Governor m Council would be glad to 
receive an expression of the opinion of the Mercantile Com- 
munity interested m the matter 

The papers were m due course cnculated to members of the 
Chamber more immediately concerned m the proposed rules and 
on 10th January 1902, the Committee addiessed Government m 
aceoidance with the views placed before them — (Appendm'KSi ) 
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THE INDIAN ELECTRICITY BILL 

By a demi-official letter of the 31st October the Local 
Government favoured the Chamber with a copy of the Amended 
Draft of the Indian Electricity Bill which, it was expected, would 
be introduced m the Supreme Legislative Council during the 
ensuing Calcutta season It was requested that the views of the 
Ghamber on this Bill might be communicated to Government 
befoie the 15th Decembei , but the Committee, considering the 
extremely technical nature of the measure, and finding that the 
views of an authority whom they consulted had aheady been 
stated to Government direct, intimated that they had no ui- ^ 
ticisms or suggestions to make 


PROPOSED INDIAN TRAMWAYS ACT 
By the Indian Railway Companies’ Act, 1895, it is piovided 
that Railway Companies registered undei the Indian Companies’ 
Act, 1882, may, under certain conditions, pay interest on their 
paid up share capital out of capital during constiuction In 
the Bill introduced by the Bombay Government on 31<t July, 
1901, “ to apply the provisions of the the Indian Railway 
Companies Act, 1895, to certain Tiamwav Companies, “ it was 
proposed to take powei from the Governor-General in Council to 
apply the same provisions to Companies formed for the con- 
struction of tramways not diftermg m -diuctuie and working 
from light railways It was believed that legislation to this end 
would remove what was recognised as a tangible obstacle to the 
consideiation m London of many lemuneiative light railway 
projects m India, which for admin^tiative reasons it was 
' desired to conti ol m this tountiy under the pioviuons not of 
the Railways but of the Tramways Act 

On 20th August, 1901, the Chamber weie favoured by Govern- 
ment with a copy of this Bill foi an expression of opinion as 
to the pioposecl piovisions , and on 22nd idem the Committee, 
m thanking Government for having affoided them an oppoitu- 
nity of considering the Bill, stated that it appeared well design- 
ed to seive a useful puipose — -{Appendix SS ) 
cc— 25 
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EXTRADITION TREATIES WITH NATIVE STATES 

Representations were made by the Rangoon Chamber to the 
Government of Burma on 26th Maich 1901, respecting the case 
of one Shew Bux, who had earned on business m Rangoon and 
obtained from various Euiopean firms large quantities of goods 
on credit The man absconded to the State of Jeypur, of which he 
was a subject A warrant for his arrest was issued, and he 
■was brought back to Rangoon on a charge of cheating After his 
arrival m Rangoon he was tried and convicted on one of the less 
impoitant charges but acquitted on that charge on appeal After 
the mam chaiges had been fully gone into and all the evidence 
taken, his legal advisers raised the question that his arrest m 
Jeypui was illegal and that therefore he could not be tiled on 
the charges on which he had been arrested On this point the 
Chief Court of Burma decided that the airest was illegal, and 
passed an older staying all proceedings against the accused for 
all offences committed by him at any time pnor to his airest 
In view of this decision the Rangoon Chamber suggested to 
Government the advisability of amending the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code so as to make it cleai that the want of strict legality 
m the means by which a pnsoner is brought before a Court does 
not deprive the Court of jurisdiction to try him 

The Rangoon Chambei asked for the Committee's support in 
the mattei, but the perusal of the papers placed before them 
aroused some doubt as to the coirectness of the Rangoon Cham- 
ber’s view that the miscaniage of justice m the case under refer- 
ence was due to a defect m the law The Committee therefore 
decided to consult the Chambei ’s Solicitois — Messrs Craigie 
Lynch and Owen, as to whether, fiom a legal point of view, 
the matter was one m which lepiesentation might propeily be 
made to Government by the Bombay Chamber Messrs Craigie 
Lynch and Owen submitted a veiy lucid and interesting state- 
ment of the law on the subject (their communication is punted 
m the Appendix) and the Committee were confirmed m the 
opinion that the fault lay not m the law, which was usually 
found sufficient, but m the mannei of the airest They theie- 
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fore informed the Rangoon Chamber, undei date 14th June, 1901, 
that they did not legal d the case as furnishing grounds for any 
repiesentation to Government having for its object the alteration 
of the law 

Representations m support of the Rangoon Memorial were, 
however, made to Government by the Bengal and Upper India 
Ghambeis of Commerce, and later m the jear the Committee 
were favoured with a copy of the reply received by the latter 
body from the Government of the North-West Piovmces and 
Oudh In that communication it was stated that the pioposal 
to include cheating as an extradition offence in Treaties with 
Native States had been refeired to the Government of India and 
would be considered when the provisions of those Treaties came 
under review It was explained that the judgment of the 
Burma Court did not m terms decide any question of jurisdic- 
tion The judge thought himself bound to sta^ proceedings in 
view of the circumstances, m which the arrest was effected 
The powei to stay proceedings was exercised by the Court m 
their discietion when there was reason to apprehend that the 
rights of a Foreign Government or of a Native State m subordi- 
nate alliance with His Majesty had been disregaided Even if 
it were assumed that the exeieise of this power by the Burma 
Couit was open to question, the Government of India did not, 
it was added, consider that the case would be met by an altera- 
tion m the Code of Criminal of Piocedure — {Appendix TT ) 

INSOLVENCY PROCEDURE PROOF OF DEBTS BY 
CREDITORS OF INSOLVENT ESTATES AND THE 
DECLARATION OF DIVIDENDS 

On the 1st July 1901, the Official Assignee to the High Court 
of Bombay, forwaided to the Chambei, with a covering letter, 
a Memoiandum issued by him and relating to the procedure that 
had been recently instituted by him in the matter of the proof 
of debts by creditois of insolvent estates and the declaration of 
dividend The said Memorandum described the defective system, 
of scrutiny that pi evaded foimeriy m lespect of the various 
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liabilities stated m the Schedules of Insolvents, with the result 
that very gieat sums lemamed undistributed The improved 
procedure was also set forth and the hope was expressed that, as 
a result thereof, the assets of Insolvent estates would be distri- 
buted with gieater expedition and more fully amongst the 
creditors than had been the case m the past 

The Committee, m then reply of the 11th July, expressed the 
opinion that the procedure descnbed was likely to attain these 
objects and to mciease largely the efficiency of the Official 
Assignees Office The Committee also claimed the support of 
the Official Assignee for the following specific pioposals for the 
improvement of Bankruptcy proceedings m India — 

(a) That insolvents should be compelled to file their books 
more promptly than is at present required, and that 
the super vision under which these books are at pre- 
sent written up should be more effective 

(i b ) That registration of partnership should be made so far 
compulsory m Bombay that the failure to effect such 
registration should rendei it very difficult to obtain 
dischaige m event of insolvency {Note — In this 

connexion see “ Compulsory Registration of Part- 
nership” and the difficulties attending such a 
measuie, m the Report of the Chambei for 1880, 
page 325) 

(c) That only such books should be recognised for the pur- 
poses of the Department and of the Insolvency Court 
as have been registered, paged, and stamped by a 
Government office appointed j;o that effect and filed 
m the Official Assignee’s Office intact It should 
also be insisted upon that the Cash Book at least 
should be found to have been booked up to date 

(< r l ) That it should be impossible for an insolvent to obtain 
a discharge unless he pays a substantial dividend — 
ay not less than four oi six annas m the Rupee. 
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This condition might be given general application, 
but should certainly be enforced in all cases where 
the foregoing stipulations have not been complied 
with 

The Official Assignee, m a reply, dated the 20th September, 
gave interesting particulars regarding the procedure adopted in 
his office He pointed out that the compulsory registration of 
partnerships and of books could only be brought about by per- 
sistent agitation on the part of Chambers of Commerce , he 
admitted that the whole system of native book-keeping and 
indeed, the whole of the Bankruptcy Law of India required 
thoiough revision , and he indicated a belief that a Bill for this 
purpose had actually been drafted by Government 

The Committee thanked the Official Assignee fo? the careful 
consideration he had given to the matters put before him , 
noted with satisfaction his recognition that the Act required 
thoiough overhauling , and expressed their readiness to give 
their best attention to any proposals m that sense that might 
be made by Government —(Appeiidix UTJ ) 


CONVEYANCE OP SPIRITS OP WINE OVER OPEN 
LINES OF RAILWAY 

Representations had been received by the Government of 
India as to the loss of time and the expense entailed on firms 
importing spirits of wine m casks, by the provisions of rule 
IV (8) (a) of Appendix A to the General Rules of 18y5 for 
woikmg open lines of railway m British India That Rule 
requires that Spnit* of Wine, methylated 01 rectified, when ten- 
dered for camasre by Rail must be packed m corked and cap- 
suled bottles or m corked and capped drums securely packed , 
and its effect is that all imported consignments so tendered must 
be fiist repacked 

Recognising the inconvenience complained of, the Government 
of India on 19th March 1901, notified a modification of the 
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rule mentioned above, as enquiries made by them showed that 
theie was no objection to spirits of wme being carried by 
railways in India in strongly made casks secuiely closed — 
{See Gazette of India, No 13, dated Mai ch 30 th 3 1901) 

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

(See Chamber's Report for 1900, p 128) 

On the 7th June 1901 the Government of India addressed 
die Chamber, enquiring whether the Committee desired to 
denominate Sn Fiank Forbes Adam as the repiesentative of 
;he Bombay Chamber of Commerce on the governing Body of 
die Imperial Institute for the yeai ending 23rd July 1902, Sir 
Prank Forbes Adam has represented the Chamber m this 
connection for many yeais, and the Committee were pleased 
therefore, subject to his consent, to nominate him foi a further 
berm of service 

The Committee are indebted to the Repoiter on Economic 
products to the Government of India, for a copy of the annual 
report on the woik of the Indian Section of the Imperial In- 
stitute, London, for the year 1899-1900, which he was good 
enough to forwaid to the Chamber on 7th December 1900 

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE TRANSFERRED 
TO THE NATION 

An important meeting of the Governors of the Imperial 
Institute was held on 21st December 1901, under the Presidency 
of H R H the Prince of Wales The Chairman of the 
Executive Council made a full statement of the position of the 
Institute and pointed out that the Institute was now acting in 
the same path and the same field as the Board of Trade After 
stating that the original objects of the Institute would be com- 
pletely safeguarded, he suggested that the Imperial Institute 
with all its propei ty should be transferred to the Nation 
Resolutions carrying out this view were adopted unanimously. 
His Royal Highness stated that he completely concurred m the 
proposals contained m them and announced that the Policy of 
Transfer met with the entire appioval of His Majesty the King 
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BENGAL HIGH COURT 

Under date 28th May, 1901, the Oommitttee of the Bengal 
Chambei of Commerce addressed to the Government of India a 
lengthy communication as to the delays experienced by suitors 
m the Original Jurisdiction of the High Couit of Judicature at 
Fort William, m Bengal The Committee weie favoured by the 
Bengal Chamber with a copy of this repiesentation ( Reference 
No 70S of 1901, dated Calcutta, 28th May, 1901) which 
certainly exposed a giave state of matters , but it called for 
no special action on the part of the Bombay Chamber 


CHIEF COURT OF LOWER BURMA 

( Chamber's RepoH for 1900, p 123) 

In the Chamber’s Report for 1900 reference is made to a 
memorial addressed by the Rangoon Chambei to the Government 
of India, regarding the appointment of a member of the Indian 
Civil Service to be the Chief Judge of the New Chief Court in 
Lower Buima The Rangoon Chamber on that occasion invited 
the co-opeiation of the Bombay Chamber m the matter , but the 
Committee weie not in favour of taking any action and replied 
accordingly 

The matter again came before the Committee during the year 
covered by this Report, and their support was again invited to 
a further memorial which the Rangoon Chamber had addressed 
to H. E the Viceroy on 15 June, 1901 In that document it 
was urged that m appointing a successor to the Chief Justice of 
the Lowei Burma Chief Court effect should be given to the wish 
generally expressed that the post should be held by a barrister 
of wide practical experience at the Bar, with assured legal 
attainment and a reputation for independence 

The Committee, however, were not m favour of moving in 
the matter, and while thanking the Rangoon Chamber on 
11th July, 1901, foi affording them the opportunity of considering 
the question, stated that they could not believe that any useful 
purpose would be served by then intervention. 
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LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS 
The following Acts weie passed during the year 1901 — 

By the Government oe India 

Act No I —An Act to amend the law relating to the admission 
of Native Military Lunatics into asylums 

„ II. — An Act to amend the law relating to the exemption 

from tolls of persons and property belong- 
ing to the Army 

„ III —An Act fuither to amend the Indian Ports Act, 1889. 

„ IV —An Act further to amend the law relating to Civil 

Courts in the Central Provinces 

„ y — An Act further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1878. 

„ VI — The Assam Labour and Emigration Act 

„ VII — An Act to place Native Christians m the same position 
as Hindus, Mahomadans and Buddhists 
m the matter of obtaining letters of admi- 
nistration and for other purposes 

5J VIIL — An Act to provide for the regulation and inspection 
of mines 

„ IX — An Act further to amend the Indian Articles of War. 

,, X. — An Act farther to amend the Court Fees’ Act, 1870 

tt XI —An Act to facilitate the citation of certain enactments 
and to amend and repeal certain obsolute 
enactments 

By the Bombay Government 

Act No, I — An Act to amend the Bombay Salt Act (Bombay 
Act II of 1800) 

M II. — An Act to further amend the Bombay Port Trust 

Act of 1879 

„ IIL— An Act for the better management of Municipal 

Affairs in Mofussil Towns and Cities. 

u IV — An Act to amend the City of Bombay Improvement 

Act, 1898. 

„ .. V — An Act to amend the Bombay Abkari Act, 1878 
» VI.— An Act to amend the Bombay Land Revenue Code, 1879. 
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ELECTION OP MUNICIPAL COUNCILLORS 

In accordance with the provisions of the Bombay Municipal 
Act, the Municipal Commissioner intimated to the Chamber on 
13th Decembei 1900 that he had fixed the 31st Januaiy 1901 
foi the election of two councillor to represent the Chamber in 
* the Municipal Coiporation m place of those whose term of office 
would expire on 31st March 1901 

The Committee accoidmgly notified member m the usual 
way, and the balloting resulted m the election of Mi Herbert 
R Greaves (of MeSsis Greaves, Cotton Sc Co ) and Mi T W 
Cuffe (of Messrs King, King Sc Co) Pnur to this election 
(z e, on 21st January, 1901) Mr H O Campbell — who in Apiil 
1900 had replaced Mi Cuffe on his pi or eedmg to Em ope — leagu- 
ed Ins seat on leaving Bombay, and the Munuipal Commissioner 
asked the Chamber to fill the \acanrym the usual way In 
view, how e\ei, uf the shortness of the penod to elapse before 
the new lepiesentation of the Chamber became effective, 
the Committee did not think it necewuy to elect a tem- 
poiaiy member, and so ad\red the Cummisaionei on loth 
Feb 1901 


ELECTION OF PORT TRUSTEES 

On 10th Pebiuaiy 1901 the Senetai} of the Bombay Poit 
Trust informed the Cliambei that the term of office of Messrs A 
Abeiciombie and J L Simons— who were elected m March, 
1899, to lepiesent the Chambei on the Boaid of Tiustees— would 
expire on 31st Man h 1901 The Committee, accordingly took 
the usual steps foi a fie^h election and the balloting which took 

place on 7th and 8th Match, 1901, UMiIted m the ie-eleitiun of 
cc — 26 
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Mr Abercrombie and the appointment of Mi Frank Ritchie 
In December, 1901, Mi Abeicrombie obtained fiom the Tiustees 
leave of absence from their meetings for four months fiom 23id 
idem The usual balloting for a lepresentative to act m his 
absence took place on 14th and 15th Januaiy, 1902, and 
resulted m the election of Mr C H Armstrong 

Mr R G Cume — who re-jomed the Board m April, 1900 — 
proceeded to England m Maich, 1901, on nine months’ leave, 
and as the duty of electing a lepresentative devolved upon the 
Chamber, the Committee, m accordance with the Rules, fixed 
the 2nd and 3id April, 1901, for a fiesli ballot, with the result 
that Mr F W Bickel was elected to act as a Tiustee during 
Mr Currie’s absence 

On 30th Octobei, 1901, the Tiustees informed the Chamber 
that Mr Cume had notified his lesignation This again ne- 
cessitated a fresh ballot, which took place on 14th and loth 
Novembei, 1901, and lesulted m the le-election of Mr Bickel 

In April, 1901, Mi J M Dick, who was appointed m April, 
1900, foi a penod of two yeais, pioceeded to Euiope on six 
months leave (subsequently extended to the middle of Novem- 
ber) and Mi C H Aimstrong was elected on 18th Apnl, 1901, 
to act m his absence 


BOMBAY IMPROVEMENT TRUST 

Mr F C Rimmgton who wa^ on the 6th October, 1900, 
elected to repiesent the Chamber m succession to Mr Dick on 
the Boaid ut the Bombay Improvement Tiust, acted throughout 
the yeai undei review and resigned m the beginning of 1902 on 
his departure from Bombay 
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A fresh ballot was held on the 6th and 7th February, 1902, and 
resulted m the election of Mi C H Arm&trong 

DEATH OF Mr H B THURBURN 

While this Repoit w as m prepaiation the Committee learned, 
with much regiet, of the death of Mr H B Thurbuni, a mem- 
ber of the Committee, which occuned on board tiie s > “ Chu^an,” 
between Colombo and Bombay, on 5th January, 1902 

At the weekly meeting held on 8th January, 1902, the Com- 
mittee, on the motion of the Chan man, passed a Resolution 
recoiding the great i egret felt h> the member toi the ^ad death 
of Mi Thurbum, who would he much mi^td both m the Com- 
mittee and among lu^ man} fuends m Bomba) A cop) ot this 
Resolution was m due couise fnrwaided to Mew^ Foibea, 
Forbes Sc Co, Ld , foi transmission to the leiatnes of the 
deceased gentleman 

NEW MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER 

The following films weie elected during the yeai, the number 
of members on 31st Decembei, 1901, being 85 as agamst 83 at 
the end of 1900 — 

Messrs Ewmg Sc Co, proposed by Messrs W Sc A 
Graham and Co , seconded by Messis Ewait, 
Latham Sc Co 

Messis Kahn and Kahn, pioposed by Messrs Latham, 
Aberuombie & Co , seconded by the Manager of 
the National Bank of India, Ltd 
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Messrs Cossei tiicI Co , piopo&ed by Messis Finlay, Muir 
8c Co , seconded by Mes^ C Macdonald 8c Co 


Messis William, Mun ay and Co ceased to be member* 
fiom 1st Januaiy, 1901 


JOINT STOCK COMPANIES 


The following aie among the Joint Stock Companies 1 regis 1 - 
tered in Bombay dining the yeai 1901 — 


Names 

Nominal amount 
of Capital 


Rs 

Ahmedabad-Dholka Railway Company, Ld 

13,00,000 

Asquith and Lord, Ld r 

l/xym 

Co-operative Swadeshi Manufackues Depot, Ld 

1,00,000 

Empire Steam Laundry Bleaching and Dyeing Co , Ld 

50,000 

Hyderabad Sugar Woiks r Ld 

3,00,000 

Oomn G & P Company, Ld - 

1,00,000 

New Kaisar-i-Hmd S & W Company, Ld 

9,00,000 

Parbham G. & P. Co , Ld 

1,00,000 

Robunte, Company, Ld . „., rM 

1,00,000 

Teizpal Steam Navigation Company, Ld . * 

15,00,000 

Wimbndge & Company, Ld . . . . 

1,00,000 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 

A hat of the quotations of Exchange, freight, prices of 
puncipal articles of impoit and expoit, together with 
statements showing the quantity and value of the principal 
articles of merchandise expoited from and impoited into 
Bombay and all India during the year 1901, will be found 
m Appendix VV. 


MEASUREMENT DEPARTMENT 


REVISED RULES 

It will be remernbeied that at the Annual Geneial Meeting 
of the Chambei held on Gth Man li 1^01, the meinbeis pie^ent 
coufnmed the ie\ised iule> and i emulations fumed by the Com- 
mittee for the measurement fox tonnage of cotton and other 
goods m bale-s oi packages, as also the uideis foi the i ondu< t 
of measuiement of good*. foi tonnage b) measmei- m the employ 
of the Chambei Dux mg the \eai } owing to representations 
made to the Chamber, the Committee authorised the issue of 
tempoiaiy measuiement slips immediately the caigo passed 
thiough the measineCs hands This i* done foi the sole purpose 
of enabling shippers oi daps to challenge wrongful measurements 
befoie shipment of the goods 

Rule 21 peimits a shipper m dnp agent who disputes the 
conecfcne>s of a measuiement given m respect of cargo m course 
of shipment to ha\e the goods ui any poition of them lemeasmed 
on application to the measiixei accompanied In payment of the 
prescribed fee The Committee de^ne to diaw special attention 
to this lule as disappointment is often occasioned by applications 
for le-measiument being made to the Head Odice instead 
of to the measuiei on the spot, and m such cases it has 
been found tbit the goods m dispute have alieady been 
shipped thus making it impossible for the Chambei to oidei 
re-measuiement 
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STATEMENT showing the total Measurement of Bales and 
Miscellaneous Packages , with Receipts, Expenditure, &c 

No of Bales 

Year ending and Packages Receipts 

measured 
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STATEMENT showing the number of Miscellaneous Pacl- 
ages only , with Receipts there/) om Measured during the 
last twenty-joui yeais 


Period 

Number of 
P’cka^es 

Receipts 

1st Dec 

1877 to 30th 

Nov 

187S 

89,327 

JKs a p 
2,791 7 0 

1st ,, 

1S78 to 

t » 

1879 

155, SbG 

7,0fe0 2 0 

1st „ 

1879 to 

»» 

18S0 

K)5,i s : 

10,317 10 0 

1st „ 

18S0 to 

n 

1 H 81 

103,271 

0,7GG 15 0 

1st „ 

1SS1 to 

15 

lgs2 

100,100 

0,25G 10 0 

1st „ 

1882 to 

11 

1 bbJ 

115,909 

7,214 5 0 

1st „ 

1883 to 

11 

lbSl 

117,005 

7,354 1 0 

1st ,, 

1 881 to 31st Dec 

ISso 

109, 32U 

11,207 S 0 

1st Jan 

to 

„ 

1SSG 

159 097 

9,9^1 1 0 

1st „ 

to 

11 

1SS7 

1-9,271 

1 11,549 9 0 

1st )t 

to 

5 » 

ISsS 

2jJ 918 

15,509 11 o 

1st n 

to 

>1 

1589 , 

235 270 

14,704 12 0 

1st ,» 

to 

11 

1890 

211,3U2 

15,031 G 0 

1st , j 

to 

1 

1891 

227, 5b3 

14,221 15 0 

1st „ 

to 

1 t 

1S92 

194,547 

12,159 3 0 

1st „ 

to 

*> 

1893 

106,024 

10,376 S 0 

1st „ 

to 

51 

1894 

1S1,521 

11,345 1 0 

1st „ 

to 

11 

1593 

223,311 

13 958 13 0 

1st „ 

to 


1890 

226,152 

14,153 4 0 

1st , 

ISC ,, 

1st ,, 
1st „ 
1st L 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

1 * 

11 

ls‘J7 

1598 

ls99 

1900 

1901 

202 313 
Ibl 20s 
21 G 59 1 
205,h j 9 
25t» 

12,641 0 0 
13, .25 S 0 
13 5J7 1 0 
10,404 15 0 

I 10 0 2 6 0 


Ihe Committee ha\e now only to lendei then thanks to 
the membeis of the Chambei tor then ieady attention to 
all matteis on which they have had occasion to consult 
them , and to expxess then acknowledgments to His Ex- 
cellency the Governoi-Geneial of India m Council, and to 
His Excellency the Govemoi of Bombay in Council for the 
courtesy and attention with which their representations 
have on all occasions been received 
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x AGD a- BARA-M ITT TRA RAILWAY 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 21st August, 1901 
The Sr* UET4RT to Government, Public Works Department 
(Railways), Bombay 

SrK, — Under the mstiuctions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to submit for the 
< omitle ration of His Excellency the Governoi in Council, the 
following brief statement of the position of Bombay tiade m 
respect of Railway communications 

2 Some three months ago this Chamber received from the 
* Government of India a copy of last year’s Histoiy of Railway 
Projects The ilembeis weie then distressed to notice that m 
the statement given m paragraph 8 of the Preliminary Note to 
that publication, which statement set forth a f ‘ forecast of 
expenditure on Railways for three years ending 1903-04 
according to present proposals ” the only Railways included m 
that progiamme and which could, m any way, mitigate the 
present disabilities of Bombay m respect of Railway communi- 
cations were the Agca-Delhi Chord, the Amalner-Jalgaon Line 
and the Ohahsgaon-Dhulia Line The Committee had learned 
from the copies of letters from the Government of India which 
accompanied your letters Nos 570 and 1546 of 1899 that the 
Imperial Government; proposed the construction of the Agra- 
Delhi Chord as income manner giving effect to the intention 
declared by Government hi 1897 f that the through connection 
from Nagda to Muttra and Delhi should be preferred ” As 
stated in the letter of this Chamber, dated 29th April 1899, my 
Committee were unable to imagine on what giounds the Gov- 
ernment so viewed the Agra-Delhi project Foi it has always 
appeared to this Chamber to be essential at once to the financial 
success of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Line and to the proper 
development of the trade of the regions to be traversed by it 
that the construction should be begun at the southern end, so 
that each mile added might afford to a new tract of country 
direct access to the port which forms its natural outlet It was 
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subsequently explained to this Chamber that the said woik 
was intended not as a substitute for, but as an earnest of the 
undeitakmg m behalf of which they have so patiently and 
consistently made repiesentation to Government Relying 
upon this assurance as a reaffirmation of the decimation made 
m 1897, the Committee have still thought it right to keep 
befoie Government, as occasion arose, the supreme importance 
of the scheme most urgently demanded by the trade Even on 
reading the copy of the lettei of the Government of India, 
No HR P , dated 15th January last, which accompanied your 
letter No 325 of the 31st idem, the> retained some hope that 
the obvious claim* of Bombay to some measure of externum 
would not be entirely ignored Thev, therefme, abstained tiom 
comment on cei tain passages m the Government of India’s 
letter which stiuck them as calling tor respectful cntim-m 

3 The amended progi amine set forth hi the Adinim^tiatiou 
Repoit of the Railways m India foi 1900, which ha^ just been 
received, shows now that, so fai from any means Iming been 
found ot developing the communications of this side of India, 
even the meagre prospects held forth m the Histories ot 
Raihviv Projects have been withdrawn and that not even the 
Agra-Delhi Choul is now to paiticipate m favour My Com- 
mittee, therefoie, consider it incumbent on them once moie to 
invoke the gricious as-i^tanee of H E the Governor m Couuui 
maneffbitto bung home to tli3 Government of India and 
II M Secretary of State a sense of the neglect undei which 
the ttale of this port has suffered for so many j ears 

4 In doing so they must leveifc to the lettei of the Govern- 
ment of India, dated 15th January last, and beg that you will 
be pleaded to mute from the Supieme Government some state- 
ment of the “obvious leasons M to winch they allude as entitling 
certain other lines to precedence of that in question It m 
admitted m paragraph 3 of the said letter that the Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra Line “ will form a mam aitery of tiaffic between 
the tiade centres of Uppei India and Bomba} and all the 
considerations in the matter, as known to my Committee anc 
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as previously recognised by Government, sanctioned the former 
determination of Government to give precedence to that line. 
My Committee, therefore desire to suumiu with deference that 
whatevei lea^on^. may exist foi an indefinite postponement of 
Government’s intentions, they cannot propeily be called obvious 
but on the contrary might fittingly he stated 

5 la the letter addressed to your Department by this 
Chamber on the 24th April 1897, was included a statement 
showing the Distribution of Grants m the Three Yeais’ Pro- 
gramme of that time and the exti erne meagreness of the con- 

- sideration shown to Bombay therein Since that time the 
policy of exclusion has been prosecuted continuously , and I 
now have the honour to append a table from which it will be 
seen that the port of Bombay, which does some 35 per cent of 
the entire foreign trade of India (including Buima), receives in 
respect of Railway development 11^ per cent of the grants to 
be made available m the next three years If this were a mere 
temporary phase ot the Indian Railway policy, my Committee 
might regard the mattei with less misgiving , but it appears to 
them to mark a simple continuation of a state of affairs of long 
standing , and this in spite of the earnest representations made 
at a greater distance by this Chamber and by that of Upper 
India 

6 In my letter of the 31st July last, I had the honour to 
bring to your notice the manner m which the Railways leading 
to Calcutta are permitted to disregard existing regulations in 
respect of rolling stock, with the effect of diverting tiade from 
this port , and I am to submit with respect that it is impossible 
for a body representing so laige a proportion of the country’s 
commerce to acquiesce m a combination of conditions that 
amount to giave injustice It is, therefore, hoped that His 
Excellency the Governor will be pleased to take the matter up 
very seriously with the Supieme Government and obtain for 
Bombay the full measure of that consideration to which her very 
large trade plainly entitles her — I have, &e t , 

C H ARMSTRONG, Deputy Chan man 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 



Distribution of Giants m the Thee Yeais 1 Pi o<p amme Unit 1 Us 1,000 
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AGRA-DELHI CHORD 

No 2669 of 1901 

P W Department, Railway Branch, 

Bombay Castle, 23rd September 1901 

To the Secpetary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sip, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated, 
the 21st August 1901, containing a brief statement of the view of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce regarding the position of Bombay trade 
in respect of railway communications 
In replv I am to invite a reference to my letter No 570, dated the 13th 
March 1899, pointing out that the constiuction of the Agra-Delln chord 
will secure unbroken Broad gauge railway connection between the N -W 
P and Bombay over the Indian Midland Railway and Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway s running powers with equal facilities being given to 
all the broad gauge railways over the chord— and, as the East Indian Rail- 
way, with its interests towards Calcutta will be eliminated from the route, 
full pla\ will be given to the Railways interested m Bombay over a 
through route between that Port and Delhi not much longer than the 
route via the proposed Nagda-Bara-Muttra line 

3 Your letter dated the 31st July 1901, points out that traffic from 
the north to the Port of Bombay is penalized because foreign railways 
will not supply adequate rolling stock for Bombay traffic This Govern- 
ment considtr that the speediest remedy for this difficulty is to place the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company s broad gauge system— as 
representing the Port of Bombay— m direct touch with the markets of 
Northern India, from, which it derives traffic, and they agree with the 
Agent of that Railway Company m thinking that the completion of the 
Agra-Delhi chord w ith a branch line from Muttra to Aligarh, and the 
arrant to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway of running powers to 
Lucknow will go a long way towards relieving the situation Such 
aetion would place the Great Indian Peninsula Railway— as representing 
Bombay trade — m direct touch with the East Indian Railway, the North 
Western and the Oudh and Rohilkund Railways at Delhi, Aligarh, and 
Lucknow For these reasons this Government consider that the speedy 
i ompktion of the Agr&*Delhi chord with a branch to Aligarh will be of 
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gieat advantage to the trade of Bombay as affording a direct and untram- 
melled through route from Bombay to the north The rest of the project, 
viz , the Nagda-Bara-Muttra section ill open out new country and even- 
tually offer competitive through communication between Bombay and 
Delhi , but till the Agra-Delhi chord is constructed there will be no 
direct untrammelled broad gauge communication between Bombay and 
Delhi at all 

4 The Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company has 
recently submitted to Government his views on the Nagda-Bara-Muttra 
section and I am to request that, m view of the statements therein 
contained, the Chamber of Gommeice w ill favour Government with 
further remarks on the project Before forwarding jour letter of the 21st 
August to the Government of India, this Government await jour further 
reply — I have, &c , 

J WILLCOCKB, Offg Secretary to Government 


Great Indian Pe> insula Railway 
No 13431 of 1901 

Victopia Tfpminus 
Bombav, 2nd September 1901 

To the Consulting Engineer to the Government of Bomb at, for Rail- 
ways, Bombay 

Sir, —In this office letter No 13313, dated 30th August 19CH, I sug- 
gested that, m accordance with the desire expressed by Government m 
their letter No 01 4, Railway Projects, dated 22nd February 1899, this 
Company might be consulted \n regard to project* affecting their interests 
before such projects were too far advanced to be conveniently altered or 
put aside 

2 I learn from your letters Nos 3276, dated 24th July 1901, and 
3292, dated 25th July 1901, on the subjects of the Harpalpur Rath and 
Ait-Kunch Railways, that the Government of India is awaiting certain 
information from local Governments before deciding upon the order of 
merit of the various projects before them It would, therefore, appear to 
be a favourable opportunity for me to lddress yon in regard to a project, 
•which if carried out will greatly affect this Company’s revenues and 
about which this Company has not yet been consulted 

3 On page 35 of the Histones of Railway Projects corrected up to 
the 30th June 1901, it is stated that the Nagda-Bara Muttra Railway 



surveyed m 1894-98 will be 355 miles in length, and that the cost of 
construction on the oft Cm gauge including rolling stock is estimated at 
351 lakh* of rupees It is also stated that £C its importance is recognised 
by the Government of India and the ” line has formed the subject of 
enquiry by private enterprise and the matter is “under correspondence ” 

4 Under the above circumstances I trust that it is not too late for me 
to bring to notice certain facts, which have materially changed the con- 
ditions under which the Nagda-Muttra Railway was originally proposed 
and supported hy the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, as well as, I 
believe, by the Government of Bombay 

5 When the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway was first proposed, the 
country, through which it has been aligned, was totally unserved by Rail- 
way communication, and as stated by the Bombay Chamber of Com- 
merce m their letter, dated 21st August 1901, addressed to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, which appeared in the public press about the end of 
August 1901, the proposed Railway was designed to open out a rich 
country 

6 The Agent of the Indian Midland Railway m para 27 (v) of his 
letter to his Board No 8, dated 26th January 1900, wrote as follows — 

Y —There can, therefore, be no doubt that the Nagda-Bara- 
Muttra Railway is not necessary to supplement the existing routes 
so far as the through traffic to the Bombay Port is concerned But 
as regards local traffic m these tracts, which are bable to famine, it 
may be stated tbat both the Indian Midland and the Malwa Sec- 
tion of the Raj put ana Railway are both suffering from want 
of traffic, and the natural course would seem to be that the country 
between them should be tapped on either side by feeder Railways, 
rather than that an additional parallel through kne of Railway 
should be constructed between them, which will deplete the earnings 
of two mam lines of communication still requiring to be further 
supplemented Already three lines of communication have been 
earned across or mto this country, viz , from Bhopal to Ujjain, from 
Bma to Baran, and from Gwalior to Sipn with proposed extension 
to Shiupur * There is a possibility of a fourth line of Railways from 
Dholpur to Ban being constructed and extended beyond Ban m th* 
future There are, therefore, m existence — 

(1) The Indian Midland Railway 

(2) The Bhopal State Railway 

(3) Malwa Section of Rajputana-Malwa Railway 

IM™r^Srtc^ato%h^M! )ana,>ned “ fBV0Ur 0i Gwahor SabaIearh 
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(4) Bhopal-Upam Piudwav 

(5) Upam-Rutlam Rulway 

(0) Bma-Gunn, with pos lble extension to Marwai Junction 

(7) Givahor-Sipu Light Railway which i * being extended tu 
♦Slimpur,# a town in the heirt of tins counti\ 

Besides these seven Railways theLe is the possibility of an eighth from 
Dholpur to Ban and Iverowlee with future extensions A north and south 
line from ISTagda to Muttra would do incalculable damage to ail these 
Railway*, without benefiting thecountiy through winch it passes any more 
than a judicious development of uinhaiies to existing routes would do 

7 I have now to point out that the policy advocated m the abo\e ex- 
tract Ins been gradually followed and is still being followed to an extent 
which entnelv alters the conditions of aft urs since the da) s w hen the 
Hagda-Bai a-Muttra Railway was first supported by the Bomba t 
Government 

8 I will now mute your attention to the imp which at < ompimt - 
the Histones of Railway Projects foi 1001 

9 The Bhopd-Upiin-lNUgch Railway has been crnstnutcd on the 

broad giuge and is open foi traffic It the Gi md Tiunk Road it 

Maku and senes i Luge portion of the country on the Korth through 
which the Fugda Muttn Railw iv would run Tim line Ins been con- 
structed at the cost of the Natue States of Bhopal and Scinch v, the mayu 
portion thereof being owned b\ c cmdu, aiz , horn the Parbati mu. to 
Kagda, a distance of about 113 miles The Nagdi-Muttra Railway will 
deprive this line of a laige bulk of the triftic whn h it now i lines 

10 All the country between the Firbati uver and Itfeemuck belongs 
to PI H the Maliarajah Sundia, and it is well known that he is rapidly 
developing Imterutoiy with Light Railway His Highness has, ahead) 
constituted 127 miles of Light 2 ft Rulway and his fiuther piop is in 
hand It nuy therefore be expected that, when he has completed his 
schemes of Rulw\y> about Gwalior, his attention will be mined to the 
Southern parts of his territory 

11 From Bin i to Bunn, 147 miles a Railway hm been confirm ted 
on the Bioad gauge out of the Capital of ISTatne States, chiefly S» india, 
to a point m the he ut of the richest part ot the country which the 
Nagda-Muttra Rail w ay is designed to sene The Bma-Birin Rulw n 
opens out a Luge tract of count] v m tlie neighbourhood of B.uau to tlic 

* Chia extension haa since been abindiae \ in fas our ot the Crwalwr -sabd^a li 
Railway with extension to bhmpur 
co — 28 



North, South and West, including, besides the important towns of Kotat 
and Jalrapafcan, a circuit of over 50 miles 5 radius, and goes a long way 
towards accomplishing one of the ends for which the Nagda-Muttri 
Rally v w i-, proposed, viz , a proper development of the trade regions t< 
he tiavei»ed, Baran being the principle trade centre in the whole lengtl 
of that line, The Rma-Baran Railway will be practically killed, if the 
Nagda-Muttra Railway is made And there can be no doubt that those 
States, which have so lately contributed to the construction of the 
Bhopal-TJyam-Nagda, and Bma-Baran Railways, will be greatly dis- 
oouraged from Railway enterprise in future, if, with the approval of the 
Government of India, a new broad gauge Railway is constructed througl 
their territories, which will take away the traffic then own lines wen 
designed to cariy 

12 On page 1304 of the Administration Report of Railways for the 
year 1900 it is stated that sanction was granted to the Sangamr to 
Siwai-Madhopur Railway in the Jaipur State, 73 miles, m Decembei 
1897, funds to be supplied by the Jaipur State, and to the commence- 
ment of the work m February 1898 A reference to the map will show 
that this line serves a large portion of the territory North ofBarai 
through which the Nagda-Muttra Railway will pass 

13 Other projected lines East of Baran are shown on the map m the 
Histones of Projects as from Marwar Junction via Lambia to Jajpur 
Boondi, Kotah and Baran, from Nasirabad to Jaipur, and from Jajpm 
to Tonk md Paondera, completing the communications by Railway, m i 
through manner, of a very large tract of the country North of Neemuch 
In fict the hne^ alluded to above as constructed, sanctioned and propos- 
ed, taken m connection witn such schemes as H H the Maharajah Scm- 
dia maj ha\e for his territory South and East of Neemuch, practically 
gi\e all the Railway communication, which can possibly be needed on the 
"West of the alignment of the Nagda-Muttra Railway, by means of feeders 
to the Rajputana and other Railways 

14 On the east of the alignment of the Nagda-Muttra Railway theie 
are m existence the Bhopal-Ujjain-Nagda and Bina-Baran Railways on 
the broad guage, a3 already pointed out, and the Gwalior-Sipn Railway, 
on the 2 ft gauge, 72 miles m length 

13 Further North again come the Gwalior- Sabalgaih Railway, which 
has already been sanctioned by the Gwalior Durbar, and w ill be com- 
menced this season after the rams This Railway is to be extended 
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lereafter to Shiupur, a place not shewn on the map of the Histones, but 
tying about 50 nnles direct North of Baran 

16 Further North again is the Dholpur-Ban Railway which has been 
proposed as the first section of an eventual branch to Kerowli 

17 It will be seen at once that since the Nagda-Muttra Railway w a* 
first proposed, the policy of running out branch lines into that territory, 
as feeders to the trank lines on either side, has been largely adopted, and 
that the existing and projected feeders, with a few unimportant additions, 
will be sufficient to completely tap all the country lying between the 
Rajputana and Indian Midland Railways 

18 The whole of this country is, I believe, under Native rule, and 
all the Capital, at present expended or sanctioned for Railways Within it, 
has been raised by the Natne States concerned 

19 Some years ago when the question of converting the Rajputana- 
Malwa Radway into a broad guage was eonsideied, and again litelv, 
when a through Broad Guage Railway from Biran to Karachi w is 
advocated, an argument against these projects was based on the obliji- 
tions of the Government of India towards tlio^e Native States, vvhidi had 
been induced to invest their Capital m Metre Guage Radvays m connec- 
tion with the Rajputana-Malw a Radway, and whose interests would 
suffer by the carrying out of the abov ementioned proposals 

20 It would seem that there is an equally stiong argument in the 
present case against the expenditure of 351 lakhs of Imperial Capital in 
constructing a through broad guage line m Native territory, which will 
do incalculable damage to the ladways already constructed in those State* 
out of Native State Capital, and w ill besides convert the two through 
State lines on either side of the proposed New tlirough Railway into 
purely local lines 

21 There can he no doubt that the existing Radways are quite cap 
able of carrying all the traffic which they now get, and that they will be 
capable of carrying, with small additions to the idling stocks and an 
extension of the double line, all the traffic of the intermediate country 
which is now being so well served by feeder Railw ays 

22 I would therefore ask, in conclusion, that the Bombay Govern 
ment may be invited to reconsider their views in regard to the Nagda- 
Muttra Railway and would suggest that propo^ds foi completing the 
system of feeder Railw iys alieady mdiated may he c died for, m older 
that the compautive meats of the two system* of saving that country 



may be consuls 1 in c on }un» tion with the interests of the existing Bail' 
ways betuie any imil 'bnsnn on the bubjeut is aim el at —I have, &c , 

H WEYDEN, Agent 

Bombit Ciumber of Commerce, 17th October 1901 
The >Sei rdf-iry to Government, Public Works Depaitment, 

(Railway Branch), Bombay 

Sir, — U nder the mstmctions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Clumber of Commerce, I ha\e the honoui to acknowledge the 
receipt of your lettei No 2669, dated 23ui September, coveirng 
a copy of a lettei addressed to Government by the Agent of the 
GIF Railway on the 2nd September and relating to the 
proposal" of Government m respect of the Agra-Delhi Choid 
and to the projected Nagda-Baia-Muttia line 

2 From the arguments used m youi letter, my Committee 
infer that there is some impression that this Chamber does not 
leeogmse the advantages mheient m the const motion of the 
Agra-Delhi Chord They therefore instruct me to say at once 
that if such an impression exists it is really unfounded If you 
will be so good as to refer to this Chamber’s letter of the 29th 
April 1S99, dealing with the Nagda-Bara-Muttra scheme, you 
will "ee it stated m the 4th paragraph that the Committee’s 
abstention from discussion of secondary projects was ff due to 
their determination that nothing should complicate oi detract 
** fiom the foice of those representations m the rnatteL 

‘ of the Nagili-Ba»a-!Iuttia Extension” Refeiente to the 
second paiairiaph of the ^arne lettei will show that the Com- 
mittee’s cntiusm of the Agia-Delhi Choid dealt only with its 
raents as a ‘ fit substitute bu the Nagda-Baia-Muttra line” 
This it obviously could not be, seeing that it does nothing to 
open up new country Aly Committee have dwelt upon this 
fact m each lettei they have had the honour to address to 
Government m the matfei aud they desire me to make it clear 
that nothing they now say m appioval of the Agia-Delhi Choid 
indicates any alteiation of view upon that point They main- 
tain the position consistent held hy them and leaffiimed iu 
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then letter of the 21st August namely, that it is of the fu^t 
impoitance to the trade oi Bombay and to the development of a 
fertile tiact of country that the southern section of the line m 
question, from Nagda tow aids Muttn, should be begun m 
the manner indicated m my Lst letter The} care unable to 
adopt the view that the effect of the Nagda-Baia-Mutha Rail- 
way would mainly he to draw oh traffic horn the existing lines, 
but hold on the contrary that it would largely create new traffic 
in produce which at present cannot profitably be marketed and 
is therefore either wasted or not grown It has been explained 
that no pioposal to substitute the Agia-Delhr Chord tor the 
N agda-Bara-Muttia Railway was indicated by the Government’s 
letter of the 13th Maich 1899 and 1 am now instructed to 
that the Committee, accepting that n^uianre, agree with 
Government as to the utility of the Acna-Pelln Clnnd In 
paiagiaph 3 of my letter of the gist August, to wlm h pun^ i 
reply, reference was made to the disappointment by the 
Committee on learning that the ^nd Choid-Linc had been 
diopped out of the revised Railway Project* They beg 
accordingly that the local Government may u-e its best 
endeavouis to prncuie its ie>toration to the list of works to be 
undertaken at once 

3 My Committee theiefoie desire me to express to you then 
coidiai approval of the piojo*als indicated m your letter under 
leply , but I am to add that, to make these proposal* effective, 
it would be necessary to have running power* not only to 
Lucknow but aPo to iloiadabad and Chanda usi by way of 
Alighar If these facilities can be secured there would itsult a 
sensible diminution of the grave disabilities under which 
Bombay tiade has labouied for y^ears — I have, Sec 

C II ARMSTRONG, Dy Ciianman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Seueiaiy 
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PROPOSED LINE OF RAILWAY FROM REWARI TO 
PHULERA 

Bombay, Baeoda & Central India Railway, 
including 

Rajputana-Malwa Railway 
No 2547 op 1901 

Agent’s Office, 
Bombay, 15th March 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, —Although the Government of India do not seem willing to help 
forward Bombay interests m the matter of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Rail- 
way, there is another line, or rather chord line, which, if pressed, they 
might agree to construct The line I refer to is that from Rewari to 
Phulera, which will have the effect of shortening the lead to Delhi by 45 
miles and will thus be very advantageous to the commerce of this port 
in opposition to that of Karachi 

2 This Ime has been surveyed by Government and is one m which 
they have taken some interest and probably would, m time, construct 
Recent events have, however, taken place which I thmk constitute very 
strong inducements for them to agree to its construction at an early date 

3 During the late famine, Government arranged with the Jeypore 
Durbar to employ famine labour on the earthwork of this line and a 
considerable portion of the same ha* been completed There are therefore 
two reason* why it is desirable that the project should he earned out 
In the 1st place, any earthwork thrown up, will, if left as it is a year or 
two, gradually disappear under climatic influences and the whole 
expenditure will then be wasted In the second place, the Jeypore 
Durbar having expended a considerable amount of money on the earth 
work as a famine work have a right to expect that Government 
should utilize the same to some good purpose 

4 It is, I think, possible that m addressing the Government of India 
in thi* matter we should have the support of the Political Department 
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I would suggest therefore that it would be advisable for you to move m 
the matter I may remark that the Government of India are, I 
believe, anxious to cairy out the Baroda-Godhra Chord before very long 
I am not actually aware as to whether they propose to do this with their 
own funds or with those of the Baroda Durbai If the former, then I 
would urge that the money would m the interests of the Port of Bombay, 
be better expended on the Rewari-Phulera Chord — I have, &.c , 

H D OLIVIER, Lt -Col , RE, Agent 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 22nd Maich 1901 
The Agent, B B 4 C I Railway 

Dear Sir, — Undei the instructions of the Committee of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commeice, I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No 2547, dated 15th current, and to 
thank you for having gnen the Member > an opportunity of 
considering the project therein refened to 

I am to say, however, that the Committee aie disposed to 
believe that the considerations recounted m paia 3 of your 
letter create a piobability that the Chord-line in question will 
be undertaken by Government without representations from the 
Chambei, while they are most anxious to avoid such prejudice 
to the strong position they desire to maintain m regard to i 
larger scheme, as might result from advocacy by them of project 
of relatively slight importance —I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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INCREASED FACILITIES FOR THE CARRIAGE OF 
GOODS TO BOMBAY 

Bombay Chamber oe Commerce, 31st July 1901 

The Secretary to Government, Public "Works Department,, 

(Railways), Bombay 

Sir, — Under the mstmetions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chambei uf Cummeice, I have the honoui to beg that His 
Excellency the Go\emni m Council may be pleased to take into 
consideiation the \ery senous impediments to Bombay tiade 
with the Noith-Wed;, offeied by the failuie or lefusal of the 
Railways in that legion not directly connected with this poit 
to furnish rollmg-stock for the carriage of goods destined foi 
this vide of India The tiouble is not a new one, and regula- 
tions designed to olniate it have been m existence foi yeais , 
but the fact that these legulations have continued foi so long a 
period to be set aside by the Companies to which they apply is 
pieeiely what induces my Committee to address you 

2 Bombay is the natuial outlet of laige tracts of countiy m 
which the^e (liabilities aie maintained m force This state- 
ment is not based on meie theory or on any abstract deduction 
ftom the map, though the^e palpably confirm it It is founded 
on that which i the only lehable basis of conclusion m com- 
ineicial matters the fact that traders m the districts refeired 
to piefer to send then goods to Bombay It must be the object 
of all communications to enable tiade to flow fieely m its 
natural channels , and it is obviou^l} the function of any ad- 
ministration charged with the control of national communica- 
tions to see that no artificial bamer is opposed with the object 
of diverting it from that which it has found to be the line of 
least resistance To permit such artificial obstiuction is not 



FACILITIES FOR THE CARRIAGE OF GOODS TO BOAIB AT 161 


only to countenance an injustice to a particular port and a 
particulai group of merchants It is also to sanction absolute 
waste to the whole community bv the forcible displacement of 
commerce and its subjection to unnecessaiy charges and in- 
convenience for the sole behoof of those Railways that systema- 
tically set at nought certain of the rules pi escribed for the 
perfoi mance of then functions 

3 Under the Railway Act, No IX of 1890, the duties of 
Railway Admimstiations to arrange for leeeiung tml forward- 
ing traffic without unreasonable delay and without partiality 
are defined In clause 42 of that Act, the general conditions 
upon which Railway Administrations shall lecene and foiwaid 
all descriptions of traffic, without subjei ting any pnticnlar per- 
son 01 Railway Administration to undue disabilities m any 
respect whatsoever, are detailed Tl o-,e genei tl conditions in- 
clude the pioaisions that — 

(а) No obstructions shall be offered to the public doirous 

of usiug such Railways as a continuous line ot com- 
munication 

(б) The facilities to be affoide 1 shall include the due md 

reasonable receiving, forwarding and delivering of 
through traffic by evei^ Railway Administration, at 
the lequest of anj other Railway Administration 

These provision are, it is nndei stood, amplified and more pre- 
cisely defined in the Conference Regulations m such a mmnei 
as to leave no loom for doubt that it is the duty of the Rail- 
ways upon winch traffic oiigmates to pioude w igons foi that 
traffic niespectn e of its destination The said Regulation'* in- 
clude arrangements for the interchange of stock, framed with 
the object of enabling the forwarding Railway to meet its 
obligations m respect of through tiaffio without suiteiing undue 
hardship m consecprence of the absence of its stot k on Foreign 
Railways Under these cneuumiao* 8s the Committee are ot 
opinion that if traffic for one port is piuuded b\ a paiticuha 
u c— 29 
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Railway Administration with wagons to the detiiment of tiafficr 
toi anothei port, the action of that Railway Administration con- 
stitutes undue prefeience under the Railway Act 

4 That the Railways m the Noith of India do systematical- 
ly ignoie the regulations cited, with the puipose and with the 
effect of denying to the trade of that region access to that 
channel which it prefers, has, my Committee believe, been for 
years a matter of common knowledge , and m fact they find it 
difficult to suppose that tDe fact is unknown to the Department 
of Government charged with the supeivision of such matteis 
But the Members desire that no 100m should be left for a sup- 
position that they acquiesce in a condition which deianges and 
embauasses their business increasingly The effect of the 
practice complained of is that at the busiest time of the year, 
when e\eiy nerve has to be strained to carry out commercial 
obligations, a state of dead-lock is induced and goods booked 
foi Bombay at stations on the N -W and E I Railways aie 
stopped foi weeks with the single alternative of diversion to 
Calcutta 01 Karachi 

5 Betoie addies^mg Government, the Committee have made 
enquuieN concerning specific instances of obstruction which 
have oi cmred during this season , and, without troubling Gov- 
ernment with the details of the evidence, they may say that it 
wa^ ^uch as to lea\e no doubt — wheie, l* "st he said, none 
existed befoie — as to the common neglect of the regulation 
cited, by the E I Railway on the sections between Jubbulpore 
an i Allahabad and between Kaga and Etawah, by the N ~W 
Railway, north of Ghaziabad, and by the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway beyond Lucknow and Allyghui 

6 That there may be no doubt as to the deficiency of 
goodwill m the mattei, the Committee desne to cite only one 
typical case During May and the fiist half of June, when the 
obstruction of Bombay traffic on the B I Line was severe, and 
large quantities of goods for this port weie lying at the stations 
on that Railway foi want ol wagons which the Company pro- 
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fessed themselves unable to supply, v such a substantial quantity 
ot lollmg-stock as would have gone fai to leheve the tension, if 
placed wlieie lequiied, was thiown into Cawnpoie wheie it was 
known that the Railway having dnect communication with 
Bombay was in a position to deal with all the traffic offered 
Not only was Bombay trade denied the n^e of that stock to 
which it was under the existing legulation entitled, but that 
stock was actually used to compete with and embanass it m 
anothei quaitei 

7 The expenence on the Punjab Railway has been of the 
same nature , and both theie and m Gudh goods foi Bombay 
have been detained thioughout a long senes of weeks On the 
N -W Railway m particular the obsti action, so fax as Bombay 
was concerned, was at times almost absolute and when one ot 
the Bombay Rnlways oifeied to send up wagons to bung down 
the goods delayed, then action hade fan to be fiu- tinted by 
that of the intermediate hallway, which claimed to stop and 
make use of any wagons despatched to the Punjab Railway over 
then system In one case this was actually done The penod 
duimg which it was, m defiance of regulations, made necessary 
for the Bombay Railways to send up their own rolling- stock to 
get at the goods lying dt stations on foreign lines was not a 
short one , and the Committee aie informed that between 18th 
May and the 2nd July the 6 I P Railway alone supplied no 
less than 9bO wagons m this way 

8 In the face of such a state of matters, my Committee 
conceive tint they would be abrogating their first duty if they 
remained pas ive , and they accoidmgly dnect me to beg re- 
spectfully that the Local Government will use its best endea- 
vours to have a stop put to the abuses m question In their 
view, alternative couises aie open Either ( a ) the existing 
regulation should be enforced, or {b) the Railways leading to 
Bombay should simply be g n ven running powers over the B I 
Railway system fiom Jubbulpore to Allahabad, over the Gudh 
and Rohilkhand Railway, and ovei the Punjab Railways as tar 
Sahaianpiu The foimei of these two alternatives is no doubl 
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technically the muie legitimate , but m view of the many 
difficultness attending its effective prosecution, my Committee 
believe that the Government would find the extension of 
running poweib to affoid the bettei remedy — I have, Sco , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secietary, 


No 2591 of 1901 

P W Department, Railway Branch 

Bombay Castle, 10th September 1901 

To the Secrete i, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to inform you that this Government have forward- 
ed your letter dated tbe 31st July 1901 for the consideration of the 
Government of India — I have, &e , 

J WILLCOCKS, Oftg Secietary to Government* 
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No 2*723 of 1Q01 

Government of Bombay 
P W Department, Railway Branch 
Bombay Castle, 27th September 1901 

To the Secpetary, Chambep of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,—! am directed to forward, herewith, copies of a letter No 2714 
M W, dated 29th July 1901, from the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Military Depaitment, to the address of this Government and of its 
enclosures, relative to a proposal to construct a light Railway fiom Towahi 
at Steamer Point, Aden, to the Frontier line beyond Sheik Othman, with 
bianch lines to the Arsenal and the Conservancy ground and to request 
that with the permission of your Chamber, you will kindly circulate these 
documents amongst such Firms as are likely to consider the project 

2 Any proposals which a Fnm may desne to make on the subject 
should be foiwaided by it to this Department — I have, &c , 

J F PEREIRA, 

For Offg Undei Secietaiy to Government* 


No 2714— M W 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

Military Department 
Simla, the 29th July 1901 

To the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Political Department 
Sir,— With refeience, to Military Department letter No 1387«M 
dated 11th August 1899, m which Messrs Bienenfeld & Co were refused 
a concession for an electric tramway at Aden to connect the Crater with 
Steamer Point, I am directed to say that the Government of India have 
recently had under consideration a proposal to construct a metre-gauge 
laxlway fiom. Towahi at Steamer Point, Aden, to thefrontiei line beyond 
Sheik Othman with bianch lines to the arsenal and the conservancy 
ground 

2 It appeals to the Government of India that the construction of an} 
railway of broader gauge than 2 feet 6 inches would be out of the question, 
and that the conditions appeal to point to the adoption of a steam tram- 
way similai to that in u^e at Calcutta. 
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3 It is however, unlikely tint the scheme for the Aden railway will 
frnd a place m the railway programme for some time, and I am to suggest 
that it might he possible to anange for the construction of the line by 
private enterprise, if suitable teim& aie offeied 

4 I am, therefore, to ask that, under the orders of His Excellency the 
Governor m Council, the necessary steps may be taken to approach respon- 
sible firms m Bombay or Calcutta with a view to then consideration of 
the pioject A copy of a note on the original proposals and of lettei 
No 1373-C , dated 25th September 1900, from the Dnector General of 
Military Woikb are forwarded for information The Director-General of 
Military Works will be asked to furnish direct any fuithei details or 
particulars which are xequned —I am, &c , 

J LIDDELL, Captain, H F, 
for Secretary to the Go\ernment of India 


From Major-General S C Turner, Director-General of Military Woiks, 
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Depart- 
ment, — (No 1373-C, u Communications— Railway, dated Simla the 
25th September 1900) 

With reference to the correspondence ending with Military Depart- 
ment letter No 1987-M W, dated the 11th August, 1899, commu- 
nicating the orders of the Go\ eminent of India on an application 
by Messrs Bienenfeld A Co , for permission to construct an electric 
tnuiway at Aden, I have the honor to submit, for favour of scrutiny, the 
tctompan\mg documents relating to a project for the construction, fiom 
mperiai funds, of a light railway fiom Steamei Point to Sheikh Othman 
ijt Aden , and, with legal d tiiereto, to oftex the following remaiks 

2 The want of a rail oi tiainway at Aden has been felt for many 
rears past, and the necessity foi piovnhng one has been strongly urged 
m militaiy, commercial, sanitary and other grounds In view of this 
act, and of the decision com eyed m the Militaiy Department letter cited 
tbove, I, at the instance of His Excellency the Commander-m-Chief, 
ailed upon the Chief Engineer, Bombay Command, for proposals for, and 
m approximate estimate of, the cost of constructing a tiamway between 
iteamer Point and Sheik Othman In response to this call, the Chief 
Sngmeei has submitted the project which is herewith foiwaided and 
* hull has been prepared by Majoi R E Allen Commanding Loyal 
Cngmeei, Aden District 
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3 This project, the total cost of which amounts to Rs '7,84 409, 
provides for a metre-gauge lailway, 32 miles m length, extending from 
Towahi at Steamer Point to the frontiei line beyond Sheik Othman and 
including branch lines to the Arsenal and the conservancy giound Major 
Allen’s lepoit explains very thoroughly the details of the project, which 
therefore, need not be dwelt upon b^ me 

4, The project bas been approved of by the local military authorities 
Fiom the enclosed copy of letter No 4510, dated the 16th August 1900, 
it will, however, be observed that the Chief Engineer and the Lieutenant- 
General Commanding the Foice&, Bombay, whilst agreeing unreservedly 
to the alignment which has been proposed by the Commanding Royal 
Engmeei for the railway m question, consider that a 2' 6" gauge line 
using rails weighing 3G lbs to the vaid would suffice for all traffic at 
Aden, and would be considei ably le>b costly than the metre-gauge line 
which has been estimated for The Chief Engmeei, moreover, is of 
opinion that the revenue (1 86 pei cent ) mentioned by the Commanding 
Royal Engineer as the annual profit likely to be yielded by the proposed 
l ail way has been considerably under-estimated. He (the Chief Engineer) 
calculates that the line should yield an annual profit of more than 7 pei 
cent and the Lieutenant-General Commanding the Forces thinks that 
a return even greater than that reckoned on by the Chief Engineer may 
be expected 

5 Major Allen’s project is very complete, and I agiee with his sug- 
gestions as to alignment, etc , with the following exceptions 

(a) The line at the Steamer Point end should be extended to the 
plain between Foits Moi but and Tarshayne, or even further 
in the direction of Telegraph Bay , and it should certainly 
run on to the Ciater, either bv extending the Arsenal branch 
or by laying a blanch line fiom the Maala station through 
the Mam Pas* The latter would be the best for securing 
the traffic, but the tunnel through the Mam Pass would be 
expense I considei the^e extensions most necessary, as 
without them a considerable amount of the traffic at Aden 
would continue to be earned on as at present, along the road 
by carts and on foot 

(h) The Commanding Ro^ el Engineers proposal to urn the Arsenal 
branch of the line through the road tunnel existing between 
the smallei and larger Isthmus does not appear to me to be s 
20 od one My ieason for holding this opinion is, that as th« 
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line lias a sharp curve on the approach to the tunnel, tin 
engine could not be seen till it was close to the entrance, and 
the road through the tunnel is distinctly stated to be a driving 
road, I recommend a separate tunnel fo the ladway 

(c) The scale of accommodation of 1 20 square feet per man, allowed 
for by the Commanding Boyal Engineer foi drivers, guards 
etc , is inadequate Some of these men would be Europeans, 
Eurasians or at least Parsis and they would require more 
accommodation 

( ( d ) The Commanding Byoal Engineer’s allowance of rolling-stock 
seems to be very meagre 

(e) There is no apparent reason to suppose that second-hand service- 
able materials foi a metre gauge railway could be obtained 
from India for use at Aden 

6 I quite agree with the opinion, expressed by the Chief Engmeoi 
and supported by the Lieutenant-General Commanding the Forces, that 
a 6' ' gauge line should suffice for all the traffic likely to he obtained 
at Aden, and that it would be less costly than a metre gauge line so fai 
as the permanent way is concerned , but I certainly do not follow the 
Chief Engineer when he assumes that the adoption of a 2' 6" gauge 
would cause a very considerable reduction in the Commanding Eoyal 
Engineer’s project under the head of rolling-stock it appears to me that 
with such a gauge moie carnages would be* lequired than would be 
needed on a metre gauge line 

7 I would now request the favour of the accompanying project being 
transmitted to the Public Works Department with a view to obtaining 
the opinion of the railway authonties on the project geneially and parti- 
sulaily on the following points, viz — 

(i) The estimated cost as arrived at by Major Allen 

(n) The gauge to be adopted 

(in) The financial return which proposed line is likely to make 

<iv) The suggestion, advanced by me, to extend the proposed line m 
direction of Telegraph Bay and to the Crater , and the 
approximate cost of such extensions 

(v) The minimum w eight of rails to he used on eifchei a 2' 6 " or a 

metre gauge lme 

(vi) The quantity of rolling-stock that would be required for a rail- 

way, such as that pioposed to be constructed at Aden, on 
either a 2 J 6" or the metre gauge. 



PROPOSED RAILWAY AT ADEN 


169 


8 I aibo enclose, for reference, a map of Aden on which I have 
enfaced the proposed line of railway This map exhibits the nature of 
the countiy through which the railway will have to pass, winch informa- 
tion is not very cleaily defined on the dLawmgs accompanying the 
project 

From the Chief Engineer, Bombay Command, to the DiPECTaR- 
GENERAL of MlLlTAFY WORKS — 

(No 4510, dated 16th August 1900) 

With refeience to your No 1082-C, dated IGth July 1000, and previ- 
ous couespondence, I have the honour to foiw aid an estimate amounting 
to Bs 7,84,409, and eight plans piepaied by the Commanding Boyal 
Engineer, Aden, for the construction of a metre gauge railway from 
Steamer Point to Sheik Othman 

The total length of the railway is 12 miles and the cost amounts there- 
fore to Bs 65,367 per mile, including rolling-stock, oi Bs 39,568 per 
mde without 

2 The want of a tramway or railway at Aden has been felt for a con- 
siderable time, and m 1898 a proposal to allow a pnvate company to start 
an electric tiamway was recommended by the kxal authorities and support- 
ed by the Lieutenant-General Commanding, Bomba-y It was submitted 
to the Government of India for sanction which (m letter No 1987-M-W, 
dated 11th August 1899, from the Secretacy to the Government of India, 
Mihtaiy Department, to the Directoi-Geneial, Militaiy Works) it was 
seated the Government of India were unable to acioid. 

3 His Excellency the late Commander-m Chief, General Sir William 
Loekhait, was oi opinion that a tramway at Aden was necessary and this, 
estimate was, therefore, called for 

4 There aie many advantages that would be gained if a tram or rail- 
way was provided out to Sheik Othman Perhaps the greatest boon would 
be that all the night-soil of the garrison could be conveyed m closed 
receptacles out 1 1 Sheik Othman and there utilized m cultivation The 
rocky nature of the soil makes it vciy difficult to dispose of the night «ml 
satisfactory m the station, and Majoi Davieb, B A M C , m his ^amtaiy 
scpoit on Aden has recommended the conve>ance of the night -mil outmle 

tlm foitresb to Sheik ( Hhinan 

* Named altei a Captain mtlio Pcmn=mnr instead ot disnojno of it as ^ 
and Oriental Seivico and not after the uglr] ^ 

Mohur tree $ at pi e^ent tbne m pits m Golc; 

Molim Y alley 


c c—30 
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§ Anothei And \ery gieat advantage that would be gained is that 
with easy means of communication to Sheik Othman, the overcrowding of 
natives in the fortress could be leduced The labour that is employed m 
Aden could be housed m Sheik Othman and come into Aden m the 
morning and leave again at night Aden itself could, therefore, be kept in 
a much better sanitary condition than is possible at present 
0 Brigadier-General Creagh, V 0 , lately commanding at Aden took 
me to see the cultivation that is being carried on at Sheik Othman, and it 
is no doubt possible to grow vegetables and forage there If the produce 
can be taken into Aden by tram, it will cheapen its cost 
7, The same authority also is of opinion that the construction of the 
railway would be equivalent to increasing the strength of the garrison, as 
it would confer additional mobility on the troops and facilitate the trans- 
put of the movable armament I am doubtful how far the use of the tram 
would expedite movements of troops as the length covered by the railway 
in the fortress i& only about four miles m a straight line, but there is no 
doubt that it would be of great use m the transport of Ordnance and 

Commissariat Stores. 

g It is also, I believe no secret that General Creagh was of opinion 
that if the railway was built as far as Sheik Othman, the native Chiefs m 
the interior would, m time, desire its extension inland to enable produce to 
be brought more cheaply into Aden than is possible at present. As some 
of the interior is very fertile, this would no doubt ameliorate very greatly 
the conditions of life at Aden by enabling articles of food for man and 
beast now unobtainable or only obtainable at great cost to be readily and 
cheaply procurable It is believed that m the future the importance of 
Aden is likely to increase rather than to dimmish, and that money spent 
in ira provmg the conditions of life there would be well laid out. 

9 There is no doubt therefoie that the construction of a railway at 
Aden is most advisable, but the next question is what will it cost and will 
it pay * The cost of the railway is as already stated, estimated at Bs. 
7,84,409, and the Commanding Eoyal Engineer on page 33 of his report 
shows that theie may be accoidmg to his calculation a return from passen- 
ger traffic only of 1 86 per cent It is feared that if something better than 
this cannot be shown there is small probability of the railway being built 
10. The first question naturally is whether the total cost cannot be 
reduced. It is pioposed to build the line on the metre gauge and the cost 
of the project is divided between Bs 4,74 824 for the formation of the line 
permanent-way, etc , and Bs 3,09,585 for the rolling-stock. I think the 
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Commanding Koyal Engineer is right in stating that the adoption ot 
smaller gauge will not affect materially the cost of the former for the 
reasons he gives 

11 I have a copy of a note made by Sir G Molesworth on a proposed 
tramway in Assam It was proposed at first to have an 18lb rail for a 24- 
gauge tramway , Sir G Molesworth said he thought this was a mistake 
u With so light a rail either the power of the locomotives must be limited 
and the work of traction costly or the wear of the rails and tyres 
excessive, A similar mistake was madd m the Gaekwar’s railway, 24- 
feet gauge I do not kno-w what the original weight of the rails was 
but they were found to be too light and were taken up and replaced by 
30lb rails A similar mistake was made also on the Festmiog railway, 2 
feet gauge The original weight of the rails was 161bs to the yard These 
wero found to be too light and were replaced by 30 lb rails These 
in their turn were found to be too light and were replaced by 461bs rails 
I tbmk that the 36lbs per yard is the veiy lightest that should be 
adopted with seleepers 4' 6" x 9' x 44' ' 3 feet apart” The Command- 
ing Koyal Engineer has allowed for 44lbs. rails, so not much saving 
could be effected by the adoption of 36lbs rails for a smaller gauge , but 
as regards rolling-stock I think, the amount should be susceptible of 
considerable reduction 

1 2. There seems to be an idea that second hand metre gauge rails and 
rolling-stock may be available for transfer from India I do not know on 
what grounds this is based Unless metre gauge lines are converted into 
5 ' 6' ' gauge ones on a considerable scale, I do not think that with the large 
amount of metre gauge line open m India there are likely to be much 
rolling-stock and iails available for transfer in. sufficiently good condition 
and at such cheap rates that it would pay us to take them If, howevei, 
I am wrong and such rolling-stock and, rails aie available, the estimate 
may at once be reduced and the metre gauge for the line approved But 
if this not the case, I think every endeavoui should be made to reduce the 
cost m some other way, 

13 At Aden the railway is in connection with no other line and so 
there is no question of break of gauge, nor is rolling-stock likely ever to be 
transferred from India to it There appears to me therefore to be no 
advantage m having the line of the same gauge as laiiways in India 
From Cole’s book on light railways it appears that the rolling-stock foi a 
2' 6" gauge is, as a matter of fact, consideiabiy less costly than that for 
a metre gauge line, although some authorities say that it need not be so- 
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14, I think the line laid out by the Commanding Royal Engineer, 
Aden, is a good one, but that with the view of reducing the total cost the 
gauge should be altered fiom metre gauge one to 2' 6 " I think there is 
no doubt that such a line would be able with 30 lbs rail to cany all 
the traffic and would be suitable fox extension into the mtenoi it 
nece^saiy One of the adventages of narrow gauge railway is said to be 
that for the amount ot passenger and goods traffic, the dead weight of 
rollmg-stock to be hauled is less than with bigger gauges 

15 It is to be noted in the leport of the Commanding Royal Engineer 
that m calculating his profit of 1 86 pei cent he only takes into account 
ptiasengei traffic and mikes no allowance for goods traffic (seepaiagraph 27 
of Ins report) On pige 4, however, he states that salt, chunaru, firewood, 
produce from Lahe], will, it is considered, be brought m by the line, and 
there is aLo the sewage to be earned out The detail of the goods traffic 
now existing is shown on page 5 of his report, and it is also stated that 
the daily takings of licensed carnages between the Crater and Steamei 
Point are Rs 78G He, however, allows only for Rs 2 r 0 per day as tak- 
ings by the railway Considering that it is anticipated that many people 
who now live at the Crater will move to Sheik Othman, I think the Com- 
manding Royal Engineer must have veiy considerably under-estimated the 
piobable passenger traffic on the line He takes a fare of one anna from 
Sheik Othman to Tawala by tram and says many natives pay two 
annas for a passage by boats I think probably one anna would do foi 
the coohes, but many respectable natives would piobably pay double this 
foi passage m a superior class Taking all things into consisideiation, I 
think tint at a moderate estimate the passenger taaffic might he 
reckoned to bung m double what the Commanding Royal Engineer 
allows, - 2 72 per cent , and that the goods traffic would equal the 
passenger, % e , tint the line might fairly be expected to pay over 7 pei 
cent When vessels stxyat Aden for the day many passengers would 
I think, be glad to take a tup out to Sheik Othman or to the Crater and 
a good deal of revenue could be obtained m this way The people at 
Aden evidently believe m the prospects of the line, or they would not 
wish for a concession to make one 


; 16 ir 1 am not “ahng enquines as to the cost of rollmg-stock foi a 
2 6 guage line, etc , ns I think the best procedure now would he to 
hand the pioject ovei to the Railway Department of the Government of 
India for criticism and with the suggestion that the original cost of the 

project he reduced as much as, possible by leduung the g U1 g e to 2 ' G” 
The hue suggested by the Commanding Roy d Engines! nkuhe anange- 



PROPOSED RAILWAY AT ADEN 


173 


menls proposed by bun seem as fu as I am able to judge sound It is 
evidently most necessary not to allow the 1 ail way to interfere with the 
duvmg road along the sea front and the Commanding Royal Engmeei 
has ahgned the lailway so as to avoid doing this 
17 I have laid the papers before the Lieutenant-General Command- 
ing and am duected to state that he concurs m what has been written 
above and thinks that the return will be even more than I have noted 
I am to say that ho very stiongly lecommends the scheme for the sanction 
of Government of India 

P S — As legards the possibility of reducing the cost of the rolling- 
stock by reducing the guage, I may point out that the Commanding 
Royal Engineer, Aden, has no doubt correctly entered ,£2,200 as the cost 
of a metre guage engine In the estimate for the Quetta tramway, 2' 0" 
gauge, £800 was enteied for a locomotive I was mfoimed that the 
Manager of the North-Western Railway was of opinion that the cost 
was if anything undei estimated, but the Quaiter-Mabter Geneial m para- 
graph 4 of his letter No S8-B , dated 20th March 1900, to youi address, 
copy forwarded with your No 1322-B, dated 5th April 1900, said that 
£800 appealed to him a laige puce for a 2' gauge locomotive I think 
the Quarter-Mastei Generl must have been mi>mfoimed by whomever it 
wab that supplied him with this information Theie is no doubt that if we 
l educe the gauge of the i ail way at Aden to 2' b" we shall slightly reduce 
the cost of the permanent-way and veiy con&iderably reduce the cost of 
the rolling stock and the 2' 6" guage appear* to me to be the most 
suitable one to adopt 

ADEN RAILWAY —1125 miles long 

1 We are asked to give an opinion on the project for the metre gauge 
Aden Railway generally, and on certain points m particular 

1 — The piobable cost of the metre gauge project submitted 
by Major Allen 

2 The metre gauge has been chosen it is stated (paragraph 5 of the 
repoit) “as a smaller gauge would not be able to carry all the people 
that would have to come m and out of Aden m the time required The 
tiafhc would be all one way m the morning and the othei in the evening 
Moieovei, the adoption of a metie gauge will allow of the utilisation of 
second hand lails and ti ucks if available and not too worn h The 
requirements of the scheme, however, appe tr to be moie suitable foi a 
steam tramway than a lailwav of metie gauge, but this will he noted on 
undei the head of g luge 
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3 The alignment has been approved by the civil and military authori- 
ties and apparently is selected to avoid interference with the roads as 
much as possible The following points are noted m the grading —At 
chain 50 the cutting through Hedjaff Cliff could apparently be lessened 
by introducing 1 m 200 grades through the little Pass At chain 150 
the Maala Station level should be extended for about 800 feet up to the 
face of the tunnel so that the tunnel spoil will go- into hank If these 
suggestions are adopted some economy would he obtained 

4 As regards the Arsenal Branch the proposal to utilise the present 
tunnel, by lowering the present road, is feasible and economical, and so 
long as the traffic is light and proper signalmen employed, the objection 
raised by the Director-General of Military Works for preferring a separate 
tunnel is hardly sufficient to justify its cost, which would, judging from 
the rates quoted, he about Bs 80,000 for a tunnel 400 feet long 

5 Formation — The proposed 10 feet formation width is a little 
narrow for metre gauge , the economy resulting will be m time more than 
outbalanced by the waste of ballast falling down the slopes I would 
propose to widen it to, say, 14 feet at least against the economies sug- 
gested m paragraph 3 

6 The rates for earthwork vary from Bs 15 to Bs> 25 per thousand 
for very light work, and Bs 80 to Bs 100 foi rock cutting These are 
apparently Aden rates, but a contractor might possibly be found who 
would import Mekrams from Karachi,, who would work for less, 

7 Tunnelling — Isthmus tunnel is estimated at 174 square feet aiea 
by 360 feet lengths 262,640 cubic feet at Bs 300 per thousand or Bs 50 
per lin foot which is too little both in. quantities and cost. This tunnel 
cannot he built for less thamBs 200 per lint foot at Aden rates, if the 
rock is such as to require a skin of masonry m the roof to protect the 
rock from coal fumes The cost will, therefore, he Bs 72,000 as a mini- 
mum Lowering the level of the arsenal tunnel will probably, at Aden 
rates, cost Bs 20 per thousand or Bs 7,560 

The above figures increase the estimate by Bs 47,922 If a tunnel 
distinct from the road is made for the arsenal branch, the cost will be 400 
feet x Bs 200 =Bs 80,000, thus still further increasing the estimate by 
Bs 72,440 

8 Ballast and permanent-way — The rate for rails is taken at Ft 
per ton instead of £7-10, but the excess differences in other items bring 
the total to a sufficiently close approximation* 
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9 Stations and buildings and staff quarters — The estimates ap- 
pear adequate, but the provision of platforms at stations might be omitted 
except a goods loading platform were actually found necessary 

10 Workshops^ station machinery and staff quarters —The provi- 
sion of a second engine shed at Tawahi as proposed appears unnecessary 

The arrangement for water-supply is not definitely stated in paragraph 
18 of report Brakish. watei would be very bad for the engines, and it is 
safer and cheaper to put up condensers for the railway alone rather than 
to use brakish or very condensed water 

Workshops are represented as costing Bs 1 200 only on the under- 
standing (paragraph IS) that a Government workshop is to be established 
at Morbut on the Telegraph Bay Extension The building and the 
machinery would surely form a charge against the Bailway, so there is no 
reason why it should not be shown m the present estimate , Bs 1,00,000 
may therefore, be added to the estimate , this would fall under the esti- 
mate heads of workshops and store buildings staff quarters and plant 
(locomotive) 

11 Plant —The plant estimated at Bs 7,286 for the line is inade- 
quate, and represents only what may be chargeable to engineering plant 
for open line and contingencies of construction plant Carnage and wagon 
plant and station and office furniture should be provided for Bs 5,000 
for the formei and Bs 1 ,000 for the latter will meet first requirements 

12 Thus the total cost of the Bail way, exclusive of rolling-stock, 
would be raised from Bs 4,74,824 to Bs 5,28,746 or Bs 47,000 per 
mile to cover the additions recommended m paragraphs 7 and 11 If 
the workshops referred to m paragraph 10 are charged to the Bail way, 
and if the separate tunnel on the arsenal as recommended by the Director- 
Geneial of Military Works be adopted, the cost will be raised to 
Bs 7,08,746 oi Bs. 63,000 per mile 

13 Rolling Stock — The Director of Bailway Traffic notes as 
follows — 

At page 31 of the report it is estimated that two trains each way 
will carry the traffic m and out, and apparently the estimate of 
upper class stock is based on this understanding 

For the carnage of passengers the idea of using open wagons must ba 
abandoned They not only give a bad load, but would lead to accident. 
The Government of India diseouiages their use, and as a third takes very 
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nearly double what a low-bided -wagon can, thuds had much better he 
supplied for passenger traffic, more especially when the climate of Aden is 
consideied 

Assuming that theie are one upper class carriage and two biake-vans 
on each tram, and that the load a metre gauge engine can haul is 32 
•vehicles, and a narrow (2' 6") gauge engine can haul is 23, theie lemam 
29 and 20 vehicles, respectively according to the gauge of the line, foi the 
carnage of third class passengers If these are all thirds, they will cairy 
928 and 480 passenger^ respectively 

The presumption is that all the coolies will require to he deposited m 
Aden within a given time, and that the same rake of vehicles cannot 
nuke two trips m the morn mg (it would take 2£ horns to do so at a 
speed not exceeding 15 miles an hoiu) To carry a traffic of 1,600 pas- 
sengeis, every morning and the same number every evening, it will, there- 
fore, he necessary to have — 

Two composites as provided and 50 thirds against six allowed for 

Or, if the u&e of low-sided wagons is to he permitted, theie will he 
necessary the following tiams — 


1st Tsai??. 


Fas^eiiget 



Composite 

, 1 

or 

1 


Brake van 

2 


2 


Thirds 

6 

- 192 

6 

- 192 

Wagons 

2nJ T, xin 

. 23 

= 4t>0 at 20 „ 
pei truck 

23 

= 575 at 25 pei tiuck 

Composite 

.. 1 

j, 

1 


Biake vans 

. 2 

>> 

2 


Wagons 

3 'id Ttai, 

, 29 

= 580 at 20 „ 
per tiuck 

29 

— 25 at 25 per truck 

Composite 

I 

*3 

1 


Brake vans 

2 

93 

2 


Wagons 

19 

= 3S0 at 20 „ 
per truck. 

5 

= 125 at 25 pei tiuck 


Total 


1,612 


1,617 
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In other words, the stock will have to consist of not less than 3 com- 
posites, 6 brake-vans, 6 thirds and 71 wagons or 57 if 25 passengers are 
loaded m each 

The provision of stock, both engine and, vehicle, is altogethei undei esti- 
mated It would be absolutely impossible to work such a traffic as that 
mentioned with the stock allowed for 

l?or goods traffic, I think it would be much better m every way if 
military type wagons with flap and end doors were provided They would 
then be available for general use* A low-sided wagon is not the most 
suitable wagon, and, except for coal, they are not hked It is understood 
that tiucks aie not required for the movements of artillery 

There is no reason why the biake-vans should not be of a composite 
nature It is not intended, I presume to carry produce by these trains (if 
there grows up a traffic in this, a wagon could be attached) The buke- 
vans should, therefore, be a combined brake-van and third 
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Wagons 
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It is extremely improbable that any second-hand lolling stock would 
be procurable on any of the Indian railways so that new stock should be 
estimated for 

14 Adding the cost of metre gauge roiling stock to the figure given m 
m paragraph 12 above, the cost may be taken at Ks 11,27,976 or 
Rs 1,00,265 per mile if thirds and wagons are used as noted in paragraph 
13, and Rs 10,38,032 or Rs 92,270 per mile if wagons for the carnage of 
passengeis is not permitted, which is certainly heavy for what can hardly 
be classed except as a suburban tramway Both the above figures 
include — 




Rs 

Workshops referred to m paragraph 10 

• •0 • * 

1,00,000 

Tunnel on arsenal line recommended 

by Director- 


General, Military Works . 

•»« • •• 

80,000 


Total 

1,80,000 


The Director of Railway Traffic m his note, paiagraph 13* estimates the 
cost of 2* 6" stock This brings up the second point referred for opinion 


II— -The gauge to he adopted 


15 If the alignment selected is to be considered as obligatory, and it 
is essential to avoid any interference with the mam driving roads of the 
station, then it may lie agreed that the saving due to the simple substitu- 
tion of 2' 6" gauge with 35 lb rails for 3' 3§" with 4l| lb rails would 
not save much more than the following, viz — 


Rs 

Tunnelling . .. ... . 12,000 

Bridge work . . . ... mi 

BaItast . . . . 10,000 

Permanent-way . . , # # , 23 000 


Total ... 45,000 


16 But it seems open to question whether Aden can afford a 
suburban railway quite cleai of all loads, and whether it should not, like 
other towns of greater importance, face the not very senous inconvenience 
of a tramway alongside at least some portions of its roads and through 
some of its existing tunnels, m order to obtain the advantage of improved 
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communication and sanitation Calcutta, for instance, has a steam tram- 
way from the north end of Chowrmghee into Kidderpore, which must 
certainly carry fully 2,000 passengers a day and nobody finds it much 
inconvenience There is also the Howrah Ampta (2' 0") light railway 
which passes along a very crowded thoroughfare m Howrah and runs an 
average of 3 69 trains per diem each way, and carries a traffic averaging 
2,100 passengers and 18 4 tons of goods per diem 

17 I think, therefore, that the conditions seem to point to the 
adoption of a steam tramway of certainly not more than 2' 6 " gauge 
With sharp curves and simple arrangements laid alongside the existing 
roads where this will result m a considerable saving, and off them when 
this involves no serious extra expense If curves of 200 feet radius and 
grades of 1 m 100 are adopted (and these could be even sharper, if found 
necessary), an alignment could be pegged out through the Little Pass 
and round the end of the Jahat ridge, and perhaps elsewhere, so as to 
reduce heavy work to a minimum and avoid tunnelling altogether, for the 
existing tunnel on the arsenal branch seems to be very nearly high 
enough to pass ordinary 2' 6" 'stock Such a course might be expected 
to effect a saving of probably half the earth woik and all the 
tunnelling of the metre gauge estimate and thereby reduce the total cost of 
the railway to about Rs 3,80,000 exclusive of rolling stock or a saving 
of about Rs 1,50,000 on the cost of the metre gauge line shown on the 
plans Including rolling stock as estimated m paragraph 13, the cost 
may be taken at Rs 7,36,107 or Rs 65,432 pei mile if thirds and 
wagons are used, and at Rs 6,93,350 or Rs 61,640 per mile 
if wagons for the carriage of passengers are not permitted The 
above figures do not include the cost of special workshops refened to 
m paragraph 10, but the necessity of which is m no way lessened by a 
change to a smaller gauge Of course, these figures aie only rough guesses 
but the probable cost should properly be estimated on the spot if this 
proposal is accepted 

18 As stated befoie, it is doubtful if second-hand rolling stock, either 
metre gauge oi 2' 6 "gauge, may happen to he available at the time requi- 
ed The only lines from which 2 6" stock would be transferable are 
the Morvi and the Cooch Behar which contemplate a change fiom 2' 6' ' to 
3' 3§ /7 A set of ferros showing the style of stock used on these two 
railways is attached for the information of the Director-Genenal of Mili- 
tary Woiks, the approximate original cost of the various types is shown on 
the fen os, but of course the transfer price wou|d have to be the subject of 
pegotiatiom 
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/// —.Financial ? etm h the line will he Idely to male 


Assuming that the fares chaiged are as noted m the margin, and 
that the cost of the metre gauge line, Hi miles long 
would be Es 11,27,976 and Rs 10,38,032, the prob- 
able gross warnings on the traffic assumed m para 
giaph 22 of the report on the project would probably be about Es 89,040 
pel annum, and if the working expenses be 
C5 5 per cent ^ 58,400,* the net profit will amount to 

Rs 30,6^0 or about 2 72 and 2 95 per cent 

20 


19 

One anna each way 
7 50 pie* per ton per 
mile 


Similarly, if the cost of a 2" 6 ' 'tramway recommended in paragraphs 
16 to 18 above be Es 8,36,107 (a) and Es 7,93,350 
1 60 per cent ^xid the fares and traffic earnings ho the same and 

the working expenses Es 53,424,4 the net profit would he Es 35,616 or 
4 26 and 4 49 per cent 


IV — Suggestion to extend line to Telegraph Bay and the Giatei 

21 The information supplied is not sufficient to enable a reliable 
-opinion to be gwen The shading shown on the big map leads one to 
suppose that the line to both places would lequire very heavy woik unless 
the lails he laid on the existing roads, and that the cost per mile would 
probably be higher than of the project as submitted Anyhow a detailed 
survey is necessary if any sort of estimate is required 


V — Weight of rails to be used 

22 For the metm gauge, rails 41j lbs per yard will doubtless suffice, 
and it is not desirable to adopt lighter ones Foi the 2' 6" gauge, 35 lb 
rails have been adopted for the permanent narrow gauge mihtaiy lines of 
India and 21 lbs for the field railways The formei would be piefeiable 
m Aden as rapid transit is sure to be called for eventually The Morvj. 
Railway began with 19 lb rails, but has since adopted 29 lbs rails, and 
if these happen to be available when the Aden railway is staited, they 
would probably suffice for ten yeais or more It is not likely that any 
second-hand 40 or 414 lb metre gauge rails will be available m India for 
the purpose 

General Remarls 

If the proposal made m paragraphs 17-18 for a 2' 6" tramway be 
adopted, it is desirable that an officer experienced m such matteis, and, 


(a) Note — Rs 1 >00,000 has been added for special workshops 
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capable of judging where regular railway practice is essential and where 
economical expedients not usual on regular railways can be adopted 
should be engaged to prepare the project and eventually construct the line 
And it would probably be worth while to depute some experienced officer 
who happens to be going home or returning from leave to stop at Aden 
for a week and advise the officer m charge of the work on any points that 
may appear doubtful or to requue personal inspection 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 18th Octobex 1901 

The Offq Under Secretary to Government, P W Depart- 
ment, Railway Bianch, Bombay 

Sir,— Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chambei of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of youi letter No 2,723 of the 27th ultimo, together 
with papeis relative to a proposal to construct a light Railway 
from Towahi at Steamer Point, Aden, to the frontier line beyond 
Sheik Othman, with bianch lines to the Aisenal and the Con- 
seivancy giound 

I am to convey to Government the thanks of the Committee 
for its courtesy m furnishing them with these papers^ and to say 
that the matter has been bi ought to the notice of Members of 
the Chamber — I have, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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CONFERENCE WITH MR ROBERTSON, 0 V 0 , 
SPECIAL COMMISSIONER ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. 

A Special Meeting of the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on January 3rd, 1902, to meet Mr Robertson, C V 0 , 
the Special Commissioner, appointed by the India Ofhce, to enquire into 
the achnimstiation and working of the Indian railways In the unavoid- 
able absence of the Chairman, the chair was taken by Mi C H 
Armstrong, Deputy Chairman 

There were present — 

Memlers ofCom^rnttee 

C* H. Armstrong, Esq,, Deputy Chairman 
E. W Bickel, Esq 
J M Dick, Esq, 

P. T Rickards, Esq. 

A. Zygouras, Esq, 

The Secretary 

The following gentlemen also attendee! by invitation of the Com- 
mittee — 

H C Wright, Esq (Deputy Chairman elect) 

D H. Glade, Esq (Chairman, Bombay Cotton Trade Association, 
Ltd ) 1 

N S Ghucbrook, Esq (Deputy Chairman, Bombay Cotton Trade 
Association, Ltd ) 

A Muu head. Esq (General Tiaffic Manager, G I P Railway) 

OoL H D Olivier, R E (Agent, B B & 0 I Railway) 

0 Ciommelm, Esq (General Truffle Manager, B B & C I Rail- 
way) 

Mr Robertson was accompanied by Mr A E Becher, and Mi J Bam 

The Chanman, m opening the proceedings, said I think I ought first 
of all to thank Mr Robertson foi his kindness m coming here to-day I 
am sure we are very glad to meet him and to have Has opportunity of 
putting oar views before him concerning railway matters I assume that 
the views of the management of the various railways on this side of India 
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have already been represented to Mr Bobeitson, so I believe I shall meet 
the wishes of all present at this meeting if I now endeavour to recapitu- 
late the opinions of this Chamber of Commerce as indicated m various 
representations to Government But before I proceed to do so, I must 
apologise for the absence of our Chairman * and I must also apologise to 
the Committee foi not having been able to discuss with them the points 
we wish specially to put before Mr Bobertson Op Chairman has been 
obliged to go to Karachi, and only on the day before I left foi the Christ- 
mas holidays, did I hear that Mi Bobertson wished to meet us And 
having only leturned yesteiday morning, it has not been possible foi me 
to refresh my memory regarding the various questions involved Nor 
have I been able to dicuss mittera with any member of the Committee 

I understand, Mr Bobertson, that your visit to this countiy is under- 
taken with a view to enquiry into the working of existing Indi m Bail- 
ways, and that you are only indirectly concerned with piojects of exteu 
SLon and addition to lines already made During the past year we have 
addressed Government on several matters, some relating to extensions aud 
new lines, and some relating to the conduct and management ot existing 
lines —notably m the matter of the granting of running powei^ uid the 
supply of idling stock on lailways in NT 01 them India foi goods destined 
tor this port At the end of the yeai we admit a feeling of gieat dis 
appointment as regards the progress that has been made, especially as we 
are now within a shoit distance of the busy export season v hen it is 
necessary above all things that produce should be brought down lapidly 
to the Coast 

In the matter of extensions we have made no progress whatever dunng 
the year, the only prospect of help that had been held out to tins side of 
India having been withdrawn m the revised programme received in lust 
August , and, as was shown m this Chamber’s letter, dated the 21st 
August, tins port, which does some 35 pei cent of the entne foieign tiade 
of India, including Burma, is not even promised moie than lli per cent 
of the giants m the next three years 

I have gone back over the history of Bailway development m India, as 
exhibited by the returns of total capital outlay on the vuious systems , 
and although it appears that in former times a fair share of the Govern- 
ment giants weie so expended as to benefit Bombay, the completed ex- 
pendituie on lines at piesent under construction is baiely 19i lakhs 
against just over 5£ croies foi Bengal, 55^ lakhs foi Kaiachi, 85£ lakhs 
for Madias and neaily 91 lakhs foi Burma The percentage proportions 
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m which the various ports stand to benefit by lailways now undei con-- 


struction are therefore — 




Bombay 


... 2 41 per cent 

Calcutta 


68 70 

?> 

Karachi ... 

AftA 

6 93 


Madras 

»«• 

. . 10 65 


Burma ... ... 

#*• 

1131 




100 00 

per cent 

Now, taken m connection with 

the 

trade of the various poits, these 


figures are very stukmg , for the share of each province m the total 
foreign trade of India m the last five years was as follows — 


Bombay 



... i7 42 pei cent 

Calcutta 


#* 

... 40 89 „ 

Smd 

»* 

« 

• * 4 97 ,, 

Madras 

• 

» • 

898 „ 

Burma 

* 

• 

7 74 „ 


TOO 00 per cent 

And it must be remembered that the trade of Bombay has, during 
these last five years, been greatly restricted by famine and plague 

There is a feeling gaming ground amongst us here that Government is 
more interested m Bengal than in Bombay It has been said of late that 
bee uiae Government is located m Calcutta foi part of the year, their 
interest is directed more to schemes on the other side of India On this 
point, honever, I, as spokesman of this Chamber, express no opinion 
be} ond remarking that nothing of any moment has been done for Bombay 
foi bevei al years otherwise than by private enterprise 

A scheme we have urged for many years is an extension to Delhi from 
Nagda via Baran to Muttra , and m March 1897 it was officially 
announced that preference was to be given to this project Famine and 
plague unfortunately prevented any work being done , and now so far as 
we can judge from the latest communications from Government, the line 
has been shelved, possibly because it might interfere with traffic on the 
Indian Midland. But the point is that the pioposed railway would not 
so much compete with other lines for existing traffic from districts within 
payable distance of those lines, as create new traffic m regions where at 
present produce is lost or not grown since it cannot be profitably brought 
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to market In any case, the Chamber at present awaits a reply to an 
enquiry addressed by them to Government as to the nature of the reasons, 
which Government has called “ obvious, 55 for this reversal of the decision 
of 1897 But this Chamber of Commerce, as a body of merchants, desires 
the shortest possible loute to Delhi and Northern India, and we think we 
are on broad economic grounds entitled to it, seeing that ours is the most 
convenient port for Europe We have an excellent harbour, well-equipped 
docks, and with the Port Trust Railway, which will shortly be built, we 
shall be able to handle all the traffic that can possibly be sent to us In 
order that Mr Robertson may be m no doubt as to the views of 
merchants m Upper India upon this point, I would refer him to the 
various representations made to Government by the Upper India Chambei 
of Commerce m which frequent reference is made to the disadvantage of 
the forcible diversion of their trade by way of Calcutta I $nnk I may 
as well quote a passage from a letter addressed by this Chamber to 
Government on the 5th December, 1898, m which reference is made to a 
letter of the Upper India Chamber, dated 21st November of that year 
“ In the letters emanating from that body the notonous and incur ible 
congestion of the port of Calcutta is lepeatedly alluded to, and it is most 
properly uiged that ‘ the inter ests oj oner chants and man ufactiu e?s in 
r elation to the export and import tr ades should be given more 
favourable consideration than the endeavours to obtain extensions 
of existing systems Jor the advantage of Railuay Companies or other 
vested inter ests ’ It is also urged, as has on previous occasions been done by 
the members of this Chamber and on behalf of the commerce ol Bombay 
that ‘ the manufactur ei s and tr ader s in the N -W Provinces fed 
that they are placed at a disadtantage so long as special railway 
facilities are confined to the port of Calcutta , by which they have 
consequently to import and export their goods, although it ishnomi 
to be one of the most expensive as cdso probably the most danger- 
ous and unsatisfactory of any of the poits in British India 3 
necessitating the European traffic to and from the N - W Pro- 
vinces having to be sent by sea all the way round the Indian 
Continent and bach across the Peninsula ” It appears to us that 
Government should devote its efforts to bringing tiaffic trom Central 
India to Bombay , but, instead, we see a development of lines eastward 
and westward to Calcutta and Kaiachi We have latterly addressed 
Government on the treatment we received last season fiom lailways v-lnch 
run to Calcutta, m the matter of their failure to supply wagons for 
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piaduce destined foi Bombay An instance of this was affoided by the? 
rciusal of tlie E I By to supply wagons north of Jubbulpoie, while at 
the same time they were throwing a laige supply into Cawnpore to 
compete for and divert to Calcutta produce which could easily have been 
brought down by the Bombay lines 

This bungs me to the question of lolling stock , and I think that the 
whole Chamber will await with very great interest Mr Bobertson’s reply 
to the question put to linn m Calcutta as to whether it might not be 
advisable foi Government to have a wagon leserve of, say, 5,000 wagons to 
he let out to railways at a chaige which would pay a moderate interest 
The alternative is to allow each railway to have its own reserve hut to let 
all railways he financed independently of the Government of the country 
It is believed that extensions and the supply of rolling stock would then 
not be affected nor the lecuperation of the country retaided by the 
financial difficulties of Government ensuing upon famine, war or plague, 
Between these two alternatives the Chamber has made no choice as yet 
but there is great point in Sir Allan Arthur’s remark that “ if we 
suddenly found ourselves at war, and Government indented on the 
railways for 3,000 wagons, the trade of the country would he paralysed ” 
It seems that there is great difficulty m getting supplies of rolling stocks 
I am told that, as a rule, when application is made for more rolhng stock 
Government call for traffic returns and if these are not conclusive, sanc- 
tion is withheld until pressure compels consent The matter is no doubt 
looked at from a fin mcial point of view , but fiom a business point of 
view a merchant is always willing to anticipate his xequnements and to 
lay out his money w ell m advance I am given to understand that 
foresight is peculiarly necessary m this connection owing to the necessity 
of indenting foi large quantities, and owing to the stringency with which 
the rale^ of the provision of material aie worked. As an example of the 
delay entailed by that course I may mention a recent case m which tank- 
wagons, which could have been made in. India in four months, were not 
obtained till tw elve months had elapsed 
To the very large question whether it is possible for the present Indian 
railways to carry the gi owing traffic m wagons of the present low indivi- 
dual capacity, I will only allude , for I am aware that this question 
involves others relating to the power of the locomotives and the stiength 
of bridges, and culveits I think, however, that the history of railway 
transport m America leaves no room for doubt as to the benefits to he 
derived from an increase m the carrying capacity of the individual: 
wagon. 



CONFERENCE WITH RAILWAY COMMISSIONER. 


191 


We shall, however, he glad of any assistance Mr Robertson can give u^ 
"both towards the establishment of a more libeial stock of wagons and to- 
wards bringing down to Bombay with greater freedom the produce from 
other lines To help us to some extent to get over the latter difficulty, 
we have lately asked Government to extend the line from Agra to 
Delhi so that the G I P may be able to run into the most important 
market m India We consider this a necessary extension, and we have 
cordially welcomed Government s favourable declaration m the matter 
We have also asked for running powers over various lines m Northern 
India fiom Jubbulpore to Allahabad, over the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway and over Punjab railways as far as Sabaranpur We hope that 
Mr Robertson may he able to help us m this, for we feel sure he must see 
how necessary it is for us to get into Northern India and so bring the 
traffic to Bombay, the most convenient poit for Europe 

The question of the slow speed of goods tiams m the btisy season has 
alieady been dealt with by the Bengal Chamber, from the Calcutta point 
of view But here again the Calcutta point of view is not identical with 
that of Bombay For whereas the most obvious remedy would be an 
increase in the mileage of double rails, Calcutta, which is, about 100 
miles nearer to Cawnpore than Bombay is, has also some 100 miles more 
of double rails than we have It is evident, therefore, that to equalise 
conditions, there ought to be added some 300 miles of double rails bet- 
ween Bombay and Cawnpore 

One other point which I wish to bung to Mr Robertson’s notice is the 
development and building of new lines by private enterprise I have no 
personal experience of the difficulties that merchants have to contend 
with in this respect , hut I know that it has taken firms in Bombay, 
Calcutta and elsewheie many years to get projects sanctioned It seems 
to me that the procedure might with advantage be greatly simplified and 
that fewer obstacles should be thrown m the way of private enterprise, 
for the development of the country by this means m almost any 
dnection must be a benefit to Government, as it will most certainly 
be to the districts through which the lines are built 

I trust that from these few remarks Mr Robertson will be able to 
gathei to some extent the views of this Chamber on Railway matters , 
and I shall be glad if any othei Member of the Committee or either of the 
representatives of the Cotton Trade Association will now bring forward 
any special point be may desue to put befoie Mi Robeitson 
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Mr Glazebrdok Mr Chairman, I should like to draw the attention 
of the meeting to, what appears to those interested m the cotton trade, 
inadequate space at Colaha for handling the bales of cotton dm mg 
the busy season, when all along the line there are blocks of trains waiting 
to bring cotton into Bombay I think I am right m saying that at 
Cohba the G I P can only handle 150 or 175 wagons a day Asa 
consequence, cotton which ought to have been m Bombay by December 
25th, has not yet arrived It is being delayed all along the line waiting 
to come into Colaba The trouble seems to me to be the insufficient 
space available at Colaba for dealing with the bales which are brought 
there 

Mr Bobertson Mr Chairman, I should like to hear some of the 
members of the Chamber speak with reference to the rates and fares of 
traffic to and from Bombay 

Mr Glazebrook So far as the cotton trade is concerned I am unable 
to make any statement Many of us have been away for the Christmas 
holidays, and we have not met to discuss the question 

Mr Bobeitson Mr Chairman and gentlemen, I have listened with 
interest to the speech of the Chan man and to the observations 
which have fallen from the lips of the other gentlemen who have 
spoken I shall confine my observations to the requirements of this part 
of India in particular, but m dealing with the matter shall also refei to 
the interests of India m general As to your Chairman’s observation that 
be thought the Government of India showed more interest m Calcutta 
than Bombay, I fancy there must be some mistake Then about the 
shelving of the scheme of 1897 — that is the 1ST agda-Baran-Muttra scheme 
As far as I understand the matter, this scheme has not been actually 
shelved, but has given place to bnes which were considered to be of 
greater and more immediate importance 

The Chairman Part of it, at all events, appears to have been shelved 

Mr Robertson I see it is proposed to make it a broad-gauge hue 
which means a much larger outlay than would he necessary were it con 
structed on a 2-feet 6-inch gauge It will extend over 300 miles and the 
cost will be over two millions of money I might mention that only 
yesterday I travelled oveL a 2-feet 6-mch gauge line and could not help 
being struck with the smoothness of motion, the rapidity of travelling 
and the extent of the traffic which the line could convey The Nagda- 
Baran- Muttra scheme has been under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India for some time, and, so far as I know, is so still 
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The Chairman It does not appear m the programme for the coming 
three years 

Mr Eobertson It has not been actually shelved, but is m the position 
to which I have already refen ed 

I suppose tho reason for the delay is that other more important 
schemes have required attention 

The Chairman You understand our wish is to get a short broad-gauge 
run to Delhi There is great competition for the trade of this place, both 
with Calcutta and Karachi Our point is that we have to compete 
against these two places and it is necessary to have a short route to 
Delhi There are endless little lines in Central India which only require 
linking up to secure a through run across the country to Karachi At 
present there is too much of a tendency to carry things across to Karachi ' 
on one side and Calcutta on the other That is a wrong policy as legards 
Bombay 

Mr Eobertson Well you see Karachi has opened a harbour, which 
probably you do not like, but it is there and you cannot get over it 

The Chairman But if their tiade is considerably increased, they will 
have to get a larger harbour — it is difficult to get m theie m the monsoon 
season— at any late the vessels ground 

Mr Dick The harbour is a very good one 
The Chairman Of course a good many of us have interests there 
Mr Eobeitson Is it suggested that access to Delhi from Calcutta and 
Karachi is more difficult than from Bombay 
The Chairman What we feel is that more of the trade with this part 
of that country should come to Bombay Produce shipped at Calcutta 
has to go right round India to get to Europe— Bombay is the port to 
which more goods from Delhi should be brought, and is a very cheap port 
Mr Eobertson Are dues high here * 

The Chairman No 

Mr Eobertson Can you always bring your steamers m here 1 

The Chairman Yes 

Mr Eobertson P & O steamers V 

The Chairman Yes, into the Docks 

Mr Eobertson To a Pier ^ 

The Chairman Not to the Ballard Pier 
The Chairman In opening up the countiy between Nagda and 
Muttra we want to cieate new traffic— it is not a question of diversion 
cc— 33 
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Mr Robertson Hare you anj class of traffic from Bombay that you 
can send up to Delhi, which they cannot get from Calcutta or Karachi ? 

The Chairman What we send from here are largely goods out from 
England— Manchester goods— which can be supplied from Karachi and 
Calcutta 

Mr Robeitson Is there anything which cannot go from Delhi to 
these other places I 

Mr Zygouras Nothing, but the same article can be exported from 
Bombay at a cheapei cost than from Calcutta 

Mr Robertson If that is so, what have you to be afraid of % 

Mr Zygouras It is a question of interest on the value of goods A 
steamer takes say forty days to get from Calcutta to London, whereas one 
from Bombay only takes thirty days 

Mr Robertson But is not the freight about the same % 

Mr Zygouras It is mush dearer from Calcutta 

Mr Robertson As to the remarks of the Chairman concerning the 
complaint of the Northern India Chamber of Commerce about being 
handicapped m reference to traffic to Bombay, I met the members of that 
body the other day— they raised several points, but they did not include 
the one to which reference has been made this afternoon* This may have 
been due to the fact that the difficulties complained of m 1898 may have 
m the interval been minimised to some extent, but I don’t know whether 
this is the case 

The Chairman I should certainly say no 
Mr Robertson At any rate they did not raise that point 

It may have been put forward previously, and considered not to re 
quire repetition , but it was not raised when I met the Chamber Then 
you have referred to a surplus supply of rolling stock to be provided by the 
Government I may for obvious reasons say at once that this is a pro- 
position which could not be favorably entertained as things stand at pre- 
sent Then reference has been made to the desirability of India building 
more of its own rolling stock I am with you in tbat-I don’t see any 
reason why India should not do so, and m fact, be independent to a much 
larger extent than at piesent of any other country Unfortunately the coal of 
this country is not suitable for smelting purposes, but it may be that you 
will get better coal by-and-by I should very much like to see India 
independent and able to maintain its own systems, and I hope this will 



CONFERENCE WITH RAILWAY COMMISSIONER 


195 


be accomplished As to the carrying capacity of your wagons, I find 
that they average from 16 to 18 tons If you say that the present type 
of wagon is not satisfactory, I am rather inclined to agree with you so 
far as heavy traffic is concerned, but not for ordinary traffic For heavy 
traffic, such as coal, stone, and grain* the larger you have them the bigger 
load you can carry But I am not in favour of these large wagons for 
conveying general traffic because you must remember that when these 
large carrying capacity wagons are used they have, as a rule, to run one 
of the journeys ompty, either m going for the traffic or returning after 
conveying it, which, of course, minimises the profits to a considerable 
extent I thoroughly agree that the railways should increase the speed 
of both their goods and passenger trains As to the goods traffic, some 
* of the companies aim at a thousand tons on one tram, which means 45 or 
50' wagons when the tram is made up No doubt the roads m India are 
fairly level The G I P have, of course, to get over the Ghauts but 
pilot engines can be used for these parts with heavy trains Where timet 
is not object the companies are justified m availing themselves to the 
fullest extent of the hauling power of their engines But to expedite 
transit and to utilize the rolling stock to the best advantage it would be 
well if these trains were cut m two, or, perhaps two trams cut into three 
— this would enable them, to get over the ground much quicker, and there- 
by materially increase the utility of the rolling stock 

Mr Mmrhead I do not understand that the members of the Chamber 
refer to the question, of the speed of goods trains between stations It 
Would make but little diflcrence m the total time m transit from Cawn- 
pore toBombay if the speed of goods trams between stations was increas- 
ed from about 15 miles an hour, the booked time at present, to 18 or 20 
miles an hour between stations Our through speed for goads is about 8 
miles an hour 

Mr Eobertson What is the distance Cawnpore to Bombay 1 

Mr Muirhead 841 miles 

Mr Eobertson I do not want to be hard upon you, but by your own 
admission you could/ cover the distance in about half the time that you do 
at present 

Mr Muirhead I do not admit this, If the speed of good3 trams is 
increased between stations the load would be reduced and a larger number 
of trams employed And then the question of a single line comes m I 
take it that Mr Eobertson’s remarks apply more to double line woiking 
The delay and detention to goods trams is caused not by slow speed 
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between stations but by halts at Engine-Changing Stations and at laige 
yards where tranship packages are handled It is to this end oui efforts 
are constantly being directed, and I undertake to say that so far the G- I 
P is concerned although our. through time m transit of goods— 8 miles an 
hour for long distances— compares favorably with other lines, I should 
like to see the speed higher than 8 miles an hour 

Now m regard to the terminal arrangements at Colaba for cotton, we 
have all along realized the position Congestion when traffic is heavy is 
due to several causes, want of space and sidings at Colaba, slow deliveries 
in consequence, and the slow removal by merchants We do not expect 
merchants to move their goods m an hour or so after arrival, but I do 
think when we assist them by keeping the booking open they might also 
help us by prompter removals We have fully realized that the terminal 
space is inadequate We asked the Improvement Trust of Bombay to 
give us more room but they declined to do so The remedy suggested is 
for the cotton business to clear out of Colaba I do not know how that 
will suit merchants With the materials at our disposal we endeavour 
do do our best and keep traffic booking (cotton) open and it would be 
rough on us if our efforts were not appreciated 

Mr Zygouras We have no complaints at Colaba and are satisfied 

Mr Muirhead I am obliged to you Your remarks, I take it, are on 
oehalf of Messrs Balli Brothers, our biggest customers 

Mr Robertson The business men of Bombay fully appreciate the 
hfficulty under which you are placed In dealing with the Railways of 
ndia I have to consider the geographical position and what is best for 
ndia as a whole I will try to meet the interests of all fairly and 
quarely, but I will stick to my guns about the goods trams. 

Mr Muirhead And so will I, Sir, so far as the speed between stations 
i concerned Conditions I think m respect to goods transit and the 
afcure of the goods are somewhat different m India and England 

Mr Robertson Are there any complaints as to the rates for conveying 
general goods or for gram, seeds or cotton ? 

The Chairman No No complaints, 
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Mr Dick We experience no difficulty m getting the Railways to 
quote rates suitable to the traffic and any reprsentation is promptly 
attended to 


Mr Muirhead I should like the question to be put even more directly 
and ask whether any member or firm represented at this meeting has any 
specified complaint about any rate, say for instance, cotton 


Mr Robertson 
Mr Muirhead 
Mr Robertson 


You have your answer 
Very well, Sir 
Why laboui the question 9 


Mr, Muirhead Well, Sir, if I am permitted I should like to put a 
direct question to this meeting If I reduced our rates for cotton, is it 
likely to increase business or the area of cotton under cultivation % 


Mr Robertson Do I understand you to mean a reduction of the rates 
for the cotton traffic generally or specifically 9 


Mr Munhead I mean for specific districts in the Berars, Khandeish 
and the Central Provinces At competitive points our rates are on a 
lower basis 

Mr Zygouras No increased business I think would follow as a result 
of a decrease m railway rates The railway rates for cotton have not been 
considered too high 

Mr Bickel made an enquiry as to the rates to Bombay as compared to 
the Southern Ports, Madras, etc , and a general discussion followed It 
was explained that the G I P rates on the Southern Sections of the line 
were on a lower basis because of the Madras competition, and after some 
general remarks it was agreed that at all non-competitive points the G I 
P cotton rates met the situation and that reduction would not lead to 
increase of traffic 

Mr Muirhead Referring to the question of the speed of goods trains 
X should like Mr Robertson to remember that the maximum tonnage ol 
one of oui goods trains on most sections of the G I P Railway is 60C 
tons and higher speed would reduce this considerably 
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The Chairman I am sure Mr Eobertson,, we are all interested in 
what you have told us aud hope good results may accrue from, the meet- 
ing 

Mr Eobertson I must thank you for the courtesy you have extended 
to me and believe good will result from the meeting here to-day If we 
can help our friends m Bombay we shall he only too pleased to do so. 

The meeting then terminated 
Bombay,. 10th January, 1892 
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SHORT LENGTHS OP PIECE-GOODS IMPORTED INTO 
BOMBAY 

No 2238 

Bombay Native Piece-Goods Merchants Association, 

Bombay, 9th October 1901 
To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Bear Sir, — We have been dnected by our Managing Committee to 
enclose herewith the Survey-Report on 23 cases White Nainsooks 
surveyed at Messrs Greaves, Cotton & Co J s office in reference to a 
dispute regarding undue proportion of shorts, and, request you to submit 
the same to the Managing Committee of the Chamber for consideration 

We have not to complain with regard to the decision arrived at by the 
two joint surveyors m this instance, as we think that both parties are 
bound to abide by the decision of the surveyors when they agree, though 
we consider that the surveyors’ award on the same is not m accordance 
with the general practice or custom of the trade 

In the survey report, the surveyors enjoin that “ under the present 
special circumstances, short pieces up to 10 per cent of the full lengths 
tendeied be accepted by tho dealers ” 

Our Committee is of opinion that this 10 per cent is an excessive or 
undue proportion of short pieces to the full lengths which can be very 
easily proved by experience 

We have examined several invoices of different firms, and have found 
that the aveiage short lengths hitherto tendered have not exceeded 
more than 3 per cent of the full lengths 

We shall therefore feel much obliged by your submitting the above 
matter to the consideration of the Managing Committee so as to arrive 
once for all at a fair and reasonable undeistanding as to what peicentage 
of short length an mdentor is bound to accept against his contract so as 
to avoid any unpleasantness m future with the importers — Yours, &c , 

JAITHABHAI WALJEE, 
KALIDAS MULCHAND, 

Joint Hon Secretaries. 
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(Survey Report Referred to ) 

Bombay, 9th Septembei 1901 

At the request of Messis Greaves, Cotton & Co and Mi Jugjrvan Go- 
vindji and Mr Goculdas Morarji, we, the undersigned, attended at the 
office of the first-named to determine a dispute arising under a contract foi 
100 cases No 132-162 42" White Nainsooks— delivered free Bombay Har- 
bour The contract bears only one signature, but purchase advice notes were 
sent to three buyers for one-third-pait of each cloth in the contract and 
the goods were invoiced direct to these three buyers by Messrs Greaves, 
Cotton and Co J s Manchester Firm , therefore, we are of opinion that each 
buyer’s third or part of a third should be treated as a separate contract 

Against this contract Messrs Greaves Cotton & Go shipped 99 cases* of 
which H M. s Customs refused to pass 64 cases, which w^re xeturned 
to Manchester, 12 were accepted by Mr Kalidas Dharumsey as good 
tender against contract and 9 cases and 14 cases are complained of by 
Messrs Jugjivan Govindjee and Gokuldas Morarjee respectively for undue 
proportion of short pieces 

Messrs Greaves, Cotton & Co contend that the shorts are a proportion 
of the original contract for 100 cases, whilst the dealers hold that the 
shorts are a proportion only of the quantities received by them 

We do not consider the 64 cases returned can be treated as part of the 
contract, as these were not received by dealers 

On this bases the shorts complained of by Mr Jugjivan Govindjee are 
320 pieces out of 1,350 pieces, and the shorts complained of by Mr 
Gokuldas Morarji are 1,052 pieces out of 2,132 pieces 

Wo consider these tenders shew an undue proportion of short pieces to 
the full lengths supplied and we decide that under the present special 
circumstances short pieces up to 10 per cent of the full lengths tendered 
be accepted by the dealers at the proportionate rates as invoiced and that 
the dealers have the option of cancelling all sh orts m excess of the 10 per 
cent 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 19th October, 1901. 

The Joint Honorary Secretaries, Bombay Native Piece-Goods 
Merchants’ Association, Bombay 

Bear Sirs, — I am dnected by the Committee of the Chamber 
of Commeiee to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter of the 
9lh mstant regarding the percentage of short lengths which an 
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Indentor may pioperly be required to accept I am to say that 
the matter has had the best consideiatiou of the Committee and 
that they have thought it light to communicate with the 
Manchestei Chamber of Commeice on the question — Yours, 
4c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 31st October 1901. 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Manchester 

Dear Sir, — I am instructed by the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce to beg that you will lay the following 
facts before youi Committee and obtain an expression of their 
opinion as to the expediency and practicability of fixing a 
maximum percentage of short lengths over and above pattern 
cut pieces which au mdentor should be lequirecl to accept in a 
consignment of piece-goods sold by the piece 

2 It must be known to some of yom membeis that m this 
market there have lately been a number ot complaints, leceived 
from up-country dealers in piece-goods, regarding the frequency 
with which bleached goods weie found to be shoit of the stamp- 
ed lengths As a consequence of these complaints, a veiy laige 
numbei of pieces have been, at the instance ot the Native 
Piece Goods Merchants' Association, sent by dealers to the 
Chamber foi measuiement The result of the measurements 
has left no doubt that theie has been gieat negligence at home 
on the pait of mei chants and/oi bleachers The submission of 
goods for measuiement has commonly been accompanied by a 
lequest for a declaration by the Chamber as to vhethei the 
goods m question fell within the provisions of the Indian Mer- 
chandise Marks Act , and m ordei that you may uudei stand 
the difficulties of that question, I send you, uudei separate 
cover, a copy of a Handbook on the Act m question On 
page 24 of that publication you will find a Notification of Gov- 
ernment which lays down the latitude admissible for Customs 
puiposes m a shipment or lot of pieces stamped eithei (a) with 
a umfoim- single length oi (b) with umfoim maximum and, 
co — 34 



202 


appendix h 


minimum lengths You will see that the provision tmdei (a) 
regarding the <f average length of the goods m question ” pi6- 
supposes a knowledge of the average length of the whole ship- 
ment , and it has been contended that, in the absence of any 
express rule to the contrary, the discovery of that average length 
must involve the measurement of each piece The Chambei 
had, as a matter of fact, no means of ascertaining what was the 
average length of the goods forming the shipment or shipments 
from which the pieces submitted had been taken , and the 
Members were therefoie unable to make such a declaration as 
was desired It was however declaied m several instances that 
a shipment showing such an average as appeared m the goods, 
actually submitted would not fall within the provisions of the 
Act 

3* The detection of many short lengths and the warnings 
telegraphed home have led to the impoitation of a gieatly in- 
creased quantity of light bleached goods stamped \ to £ 
yard le&s than was contracted for , and dealers object to taking 
delivery of such goods My Committee has now received from 
the Bombay Native Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association a re- 
quest that they will declare what pioportion of shorts an 
indentor may be requued to accept Expenence shows that 
the percentage vanes considerably m diffeient classes of goods, 
but that it averages about pei cent My Committee 
recognise, hove\ei, that since all goods except grey cloths pass 
thiough many pioces^es, theie may be gieatei difficulty than 
they know of m the way ot any exact declaiation of a peiccnt- 
age applicable to all The view on this side appears to be 
that it would he peifectly possible to uork to a maximum per- 
centage of 5, excluding sample cut pieces , but before leplymg 
to the Bombay Native Piece-Goods Mei chants' Association to 
this effect, my Committee think it well to consult youi Cham- 
ber 

4 My Committee also desne me to leque&t that you will 
give such publicity to this letter as you may deem advisable. 
The questions that have lately been raised m Bombay are m 
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doubt known to all shippers to this market, but my Committee 
ate desirous that the point now raised by the Bombay Native 
Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association should be thoroughly rea* 
hzed so that more care may be taken with shipments m 
future — I am, Sc c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 28th November 1901 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — Your letter of 31st October with reference to the maximum 
pioportion of “ skoit-lengths, over and above pattern cut pieces, which 
“ an mdentor should be required to accept m a consignment of piece 
“ goods sold by the piece,” was remitted by the Board of Directors to the 
India, China and Colonial Committee 

The Committee has given the matter very caieful attention, and I am 
desired by the President to forward to you the following reply 

The inquiry addressed to the Bombay Ckambei by the Bombay Native 
Piece Goods Merchants 5 Association, to which an answer is desired from 
this Chamber, is — “ What proportion of shorts an mdentor may be 
required to accept 

The opinion of this Chambei is that claims for short-lengths may be 
equitably adjusted by the adoption of the annexed graduated scale of 
allowances — 

1 If the number of short-length pieces does not exceed 5 per cent 
of the total number of pieces m any one lot, delivery ought to be accept- 
ed, with an allowance m respect of the shortage, calculated at the rate 
of the sale price 

2 If the total number of short-length pieces exceeds 5 per cent , but 
does not exceed 10 per cent of the total number of pieces in any one lot, 
delivery ought to be accepted with an allowance in respect of the short- 
age, calculated at the rate of twice the sale price 

3 If the number of short length pieces exceeds ten per cent of the 
total number of pieces in any one lot, the dealer ought to have the option 
of returning all the short pieces m such lot, keeping and paying foi the 
rest 

I am instructed to commend these suggestions to the consideration of 
the Bombay Chamber, m the hope that they may meet with its approval 
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and be for* aided to the Native Piece Goods Meiobants’ Association with 
‘ a view t0 their incorpoiation in all future sale contracts —Faithfully 

y° urs - ELIJAH HELM, Secretaiy 

Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 29th November, 1901. 

F Noei>Paton, Esq , Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
Dear Sir,— I t may perhaps be useful to state, by way of supplement 
to my letter of yesterday’s date, that the suggestions with reference to 
short lengths of piece goods were foimulated with due regard to the foim 
m which the question, to which they axe an answer, was put by tho 
Bombay Chamber in your communication of 3lst October The proposed 
allowances and powei of i ejection are m lespect of shoit lengths “over and 
4 above patter n-cut pieces ” This proviso was stated at the beginning of 
my letter, but m older to avoid the possibility of eiroi, I think it well 
to draw special attention to it 

I take this oppouunity of thanking you for the copy of a hand-book on 
the Indian Merchandise Marks Act received with your letter of 31st 
October —Faithfully yours, 

ELIJAH HELM, Secretary. 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce 

CIRCULAR TO MEMBERS 

SHORT LENGTHS 

Bombay, 30th January 1902 

The Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Commeice, m 
consultation with the Manchester Chamber of Commeice, have 
adopted the following Rules foi the pievention and settlement 
of disputes m respect of Shoit Lengths m Shipments of certain 
classes of Cotton Piece-Goods — 

All Contracts for the sale of Bleached Shn tings, Mulls, 
Jaconets, Nainsooks Tanpbs, made on or after the 
1st July 1902, shall be subject to the following con- 
ditions — 

1 If the numbei of Shoit Length Pieces, ovei and 
above pattem-cut pieces, does not exceed Jive pei cent 
of the total numbei of pieces m any one lot* of bleach- 
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ed shirtings, mulls, jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibs, 
deliveiy shall be accepted with an allowance m respect 
of the shortage calculated at the rate of the sale p ice 

2 If the total numbei of Short Length Pieces, over 
and above pattern-cut pieces, exceeds five per cent , 
but does not exceed ten pet cent of the total numbei of 
pieces, m any one lot*- of bleached shirtings, mulls, 
jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibs, deliveiy shall he ac- 
cepted with an allowance m respect of the -shortage 
over and above pattern-cut pieces, calculated at the 
rate of twice the sale pi ice 

3 If the numbei of short Length Pieces, over and 
above pattern-cut pieces exceeds ten pei cent of the 
total number of pieces m any one lot** of bleached 
shirtings, mulls, jaconets, nainsooks or tanjibb, the 
dealei shall have the option oj letunung all the short 
pieces over and above pattern-cut piece* in such lot 
and paying foi the lest at the full sale puce 

^NOTE — The word ce lot ” means those goods oi that 
instalment of goods which in the terms of the 
Contiact are to be shipped or delivered m any 
specified period 

EXAMPLE — [a) In a contract for 100 bales, ship- 
ment Apnl/May, there rs one “lot” of 100 
bales 

( b ) In a contract foi 100 bales, shipment 
Apnl/May, one half m each month, theLe are 
two “ lots ” of 50 bales each 

By oider of the Committee, 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 6th Pebiuary 1902 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Manchester 

Dear Sir,— With refeience to your lettei of the 28th 
November last, on the subject of the ruling to be adopted as to 
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the percentage of short lengths to be accepted In consign- 
ments of eeitam bleached goods, I am dnected to hand you 
herewith a copy of the Rules adopted by my Committee after 
very careful consideration both by a Special Committee and 
by the Committee itself It will be seen that it was found 
necessary to slightly modify or define some of the terms 
recommended by your Committee and to restrict the application 
of the rules to specified classes of goods —Yours faithfully, 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 6th February 1902 
The Joint Hon Secretaries, Bombay Native Piece Goods 
Merchants’ Association 

Dear Sirs, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commeice to hand you a copy of the Rules 
adopted by them m the matter of short lengths after consulta- 
tion with the Manchester Chamber — Youis, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 

Telegram, dated 18th February 1902, from the Manchester Chamber; 
of Commerce to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce — 

“Letter 28th November applies bleached goods , await explanation 
— Helm ’ 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 20th February 1902 
The Secretari, Chamber^ of Commerce, Manchester 
Dear Sir, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commeice to acknowledge the leceipt of youi tele- 
gram reading — 

“ Letter 28th November applies bleached goods , await 
explanation , Helm ” My letter of the 6th mst , covet- 
ing copy of the Rules adopted by the Committee will have 
shown that it had been considered advisable to limit the 
application of the said Rules to Bleached Goods —Youis, 
&c , 


FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 19th February, 1902 
F Noel-Paton, Esq , Secietary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
THE TREATMENT OF SHORT-LENGTHS OF PLAIN 
BLEACHED COTTON PIECE-GOODS 

Dear Sir, —On the 17th instant, I despatched to you a telegram in the 
following terms — - 

‘‘Chamber Commerce, Bombay, — 

Letter 28th November applies bleached goods 
Await explanation HELM” 

You would doubtless understand that “ bleached goods” only were 
referred to m the telegram It is these indeed which have alone been the 
subject of the present correspondence, beginning with your letter of 31st 
October, 1901 So, at least, your letter was interpreted, since it was 
exclusively bleached goods about which, as stated m the second para- 
graph of that letter, complaints had been received 

The Chamber has been informed, however, by merchants here, that a 
much wider application has been given, m Bombay, to the suggestions 
contained m my letter of 28th November, than was intended by this 
Chamber 

In view of the misunderstandings which have arisen, respecting these 
suggestions, it has been thought desirable to refer the whole matter for 
reconsideration to the India Committee, and I am desired to forward to 
you the following mmuteo of its conclusions, which have been adopted by 
the Board of Directors 

“ Suggestions as to plain bleached goods — 

A If the total number of short-length pieces exceeds 5 per cent but 
does not exceed 10 per cent of the total number of pieces m any 
one lot, delivery ought to be accepted,— as to 5 per cent — with an 
allowance m respect of the shortage calculated at "the rate oi the 
sale price, and as to the excess over 5 per cent with an allowance 
calculated at the rate of twice the sale price 
B If the number of short-length pieces exceeds 10 per cent of the 
total number of pieces m any one lot, the dealer ought to have the 
option of returning the short pieces m such lot exceeding the 10 
per cent keeping and paying for the rest, (l e ) up to 5 per cent, to 
be accepted with an allowance m respect of shortage calculated at 
the rate of the sale price, and as to the excess of 5 per cent up to 
10 per cent at an allowance calculated at the rate of twice the sale 
price 
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0 In counting the number of short pieces those which are cut for 
patterns are not to be included 

D The foregoing regulations should not be retrospective, and should 
only be applicable to orders placed after their acceptance by the 
Native Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association ” 

I am further especially to point out to you that since the dispatch to 
yon of my letter of 28th Novembei, the attention of the Chamber has beem 
drawn to the fact that the foregoing regulations may not work without 
drawbacks, m practice, m respect of certain classes of plain bleached 
cloths The special cases of this kind will be taken into consideration 
shortly, and a communication will, thereafter, be addressed to yon upon 
them — Faithfully yours, 

ELIJAH HELM, Secretary 


Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 27th February, 1902 

Frederick Noel-Paton, Esq, Secretary, Chambep of Commerce, 

Bombay 

Dear Sir, — On behalf of this Chamber I thank you foi your letter of 
6th February, enclosing a copy of the cnculai issued by the Bombay 
Chambei with xefeience to short-lengths m deliveries of bleached piece- 
goods 

'We observe that you correctly understood our communication of 28th 
November last as applying only to bleached cloths It is also noted, 
with satisfaction, that the Bombay Chamber proposes that the suggested 
regulations should come into force only in respect of contracts entered' 
into on and after 1st July, 1902 

In the course of our investigations several unexpected difficulties have 
arisen, and it is desired that the statements and views of those interested 
m the shipment of all classes of bleached goods should be fully considered 
before a fuither definite communication is sent to you on this sublet 

Whilst desirous of having the matter quickly settled, the Chambei is 
under the necessity of asking yon not to consider the pioposed rnles, set 
forth in your circular, as finally adopted, until you hear from us again — 
Faithfully yours, 


ELIJAH HELM, Secietary 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 27th March 1902 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Manchester. 

Dear Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commeice, I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letteis dated 19th and 27th February respective- 
ly, on the subject of the treatment of short lengths of plain 
bleached cotton piece-goods 

The Committee have read yourremaiks, uith interest, and 
on leceipt of the further communication you mention the matter 
will again be considered by them — Yours, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary, 


FT o 724 

Bombay Native Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association 

Bombay, 6th March 1902 

To the Secretary Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sirs,— We have duly received your letter dated the 6th ultimo, 
enclosing printed circular containing several rules m respect of short- 
length 

The same having been put before our Managing Committee it is resolv- 
ed to postpone the matter for further consideration until we receive your 
reply to our following inquiries 

1 What is meant by short length pieces descnbed m the 1st rule 

2 What should he the maximum limit of shortage of short length 
pieces 9 

3 What number of pattern cut pieces, pieces in two parts should 
reasonably be accepted in each lot — Yours, &c , 

JAITHABHAI WALJEE, 
KALIDAS MULOHAND, 

Joint Honoiaiy Secretaries 


cc— 35 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 27th Match 1902. 

The Joint Honorary Secretaries, Native Piece-Goods Mer» 
chants’ Association, Bombay 

Dear Sirs,— In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, I am 
directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commeice to say 
m reply to the first of your questions that the term “ short 
length pieces ” under the circulai of the Chamber dated 30th 
Januaiy means a piece which measures m length less than what 
was contracted for Since your second and thud questions re- 
late to matteis which m the opinion of the Committee must be 
settled between the buyer and seller they are not m a position 
to la;y down any iules in respect of them — I am &c , 


FREDERICK NOEL PATON, Secretaiy 
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SHORT-REELED YARNS 

Bombay, 26th November 1901* 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir,— From an article which appeared m the “ Times of India » 
on the 18th instant, and in which reference was made to the subject 
having come under the notice of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 
you are no doubt aware that short-reeled yarns are being made and sold 
by mills up-country m contravention of the Merchandise Marks Act 
We are interested m a large Spinning Mill at Hubli and for some 
months oui trade has been greatly hampered by the short reeled yarns 
which come in from Sholapur and Bellary, indeed to such an extent, that 
as we shall shew further on by extracts from letters lately received, oui 
yarns, which are honestly made, have been almost driven out of certain 
markets over which in the past we have had a very good hold and m 
some instances complete control. 

At a meeting of our Board of Directors, held a few months ago, we 
decided to buy bundles of 20s in the open market of the yarns moving 
in our districts and we annex a statement showing the results of our 
testings* 

You will see from this that yarns from 16s upwards are now being 
made up as 20s, the length of the 840 hank bemg correspondingly reduced 

We do not give the names of the Mills on this occasion, but if you desire 
them, shall be glad to give the information m confidence to you or to you 
Chairman 

The matter was so fully dealt with m the “ Times of India ” article, to 
which we have referred, that we will not trouble you with fuller details, 
the article itself being sufficiently clear and convincing 

As showing how we are affected by these short-ieeled yarns we give 
extracts from letters recently received by ns from our Agents at different 
places as follows — 

Extract from letter of 22nd November re sales m Bellary 

« I find here that there is no demand m the smallest degree for our 20s r 
« the same bemg not coarse and hence unfitted for weaving sacks Eveiy 
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<£ bnyei wants 20* of XX Mill, which is therefore m large circulation , 
“ consumption being 100 to 150 bales monthly 20s of XX Mill being 
u rather equally eoaise, has found favour with weavers, but the 
<£ consumption of that is not so great as that of the formei As regards 

* 20* the*e two Mills have monopolised Kosgi Market, where consumption 
“ extends to 50 bales per month Under the circumstances, I request 
* £ y ou will please take immediate action against these two Mills as well as 
“ against XXX Mill, which has monopolised Bellaiy Market The 
u Agent heie assures me that if manufacture of coarse yarn is put down, 
<£ he will very easily sell 125 to 150 bales per month ” 

Extract from letter of 4th November from Adorn 
<£ As yom Mill’s 20s is smooth dealers here do not like it Sholapur 
ct XXX Mill’s 20s yarn is much in favour here As the threads of Shola- 
pur 20s yarn aLe coarse, 100 to 126 bales are sold monthly m this 
<£ taluka Please therefoie prepare your 20s yarn also as coarse 
£t as that of Sholapur and send it to us If yon prepare m this way 
** 80 to 90 bales would he easily sold per month We had some days 
“ ago sent to you one bundle of XXX Mill’s 20s yarn for sample You 
“ should prepare your 20s yarn like that yarn If you have not got 
tl Sholapur XXX Milks 20s yam we shall be glad to send you if you so 
‘ vute us We hope you will give this your immediate attention and 
£ will send us m future your 20s yarn prepared m thickness like 
u Sholapur 20s yarn ,} 

Extract from another letter from Adorn, dated 6th November 

The veaveis heie complain that yom 20s yarn is very smooth and 
dealer* don fc buy it as the 20s yarn of XXX Mill’s is coarser than yom 

* 20s yam, it is consumed here laigely We regret much that yom 20s 
' yam cm the mid heieafter We therefore fully hope that yon will 
“ give this mattei your piompt attention and send us your yarn (20s) 

prepared as coarse as Sholapur XXX Mill’s 20s yarn is manufactured ” 

Extiact from our Hubli Mill lepresentative’s lettei, dated 22nd 
November 

£t Re Sale3 m Bellary, tbeie is certainly a decided fall m the volume of 
<£ business m oui yam This place is well as Adorn like the coarse 
<s yarn m spite of its being short m length The weavei has ceased to buy 
u our yam on account of its thickness and sales for this leason have fallen 
£t oft very consideiably not only at these places but also at Tadpatn and 

* at other stations m the neighbourhood This makes us doubtful whether 
u the agitation set on foot m this lespect will be productive of good 
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ct results Whatever might be the advantages at the end, at the present 
u moment it has interfered with the sales immensely The rates at which 
ts oui yam has been asked at these places leave about Bs 3-9 for 20s m 
IC Hubli, and even at tins rate the demand is low, while the Skolapur 
u makes, coarse as they are, are commanding large sales at Ks 3-11-6 J5 

We trust that the Chamber will make a strong representation to 
Government on this matter for the evil is becoming very serious and if 
Mills up-country are allowed to break the law with impunity, imported 
yarns will he senously affected Government should also he asked to 
intervene on behalf of the hand-loom weavers who are undoubtedly being 
imposed upon by the deception now practised 

It appears to us that the attention of the Distuet Collectors and of the 
Collector of Bombay should be called to this matter, and if we may make 
a further suggestion we would advise that bales and/or bundles of these 
short-reeled yarns should he seized at the Mills and at the shops of retail- 
ers m the vauous towns and if found reeled short to any material extent 
should be confiscated We believe that vigouious action against the 
retailers would soon put a stop to this -very ob]ectionable practice of skort- 
leeling 

Trusting that oui views will meet with favouiable consideiation at the 
jhands of >oui Committee — We are, &c , 

P CHBYSTAL Co , Secretaries and Managers 





No I Mill 


r 80 2 11 75 80 2 6 61 

| 80 2 8 71 80 2 7 66 

I 80 2 13 78 80 2 5 64 

SO 2 8 70 80 2-6 68 

I 80 2-10 74 80 2-11 67 

I SO 2 0 70 80 2 7 65 

v. 75 2 9 70 64 172 55 


80 2 11 56 

80 2 9 50 

80 2 8 53 

80 2 12 56 

80 2-12 54 

80 2-10 50 

78 2-8 50 


Average 


2-91 73 


f 80 2-11 83 80 2 0 47 80 2 4 90 

] 80 2 8 79 80 2 6 70 80 2 5 76 

TT ax n ] 80 2 8 85 80 2 6 69 80 2 7 80 

No II Aim *** 1 80 2-9 84 80 24 69 80 2 12 95 

! SO 2 11 88 80 2 6 69 80 2 5 78 

l 80 2-11 88 80 2-10 82 80 2 7 77 


Average 


2-9J 841 
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f 80 2 5 73 

J BO 2 4 74 

I 80 2 0 54 

-i 80 2-3 70 

I SO 2 1 58 

80 1-20 52 

v- 51 lb 30 


80 2 3 72 

80 2-3 71 

80 2 2 66 

80 2 4 70 

80 2 5 71 

80 2 2 60 ; 


Average 
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INDIAN MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT. 
PROPOSED RELAXATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
OF THE ACT 


No 4360-S R 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Simla, 19th August 1901 


To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 


Sir,— I am directed to forward a copy 

From Seretary, Bengal Chamber of Com 
rooroe No 961— 1901, dated 13th July 1901 
To the becretary, Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce, No 4359-b.R*, dated 19th August 1901, 
with enclosures 


of the correspondence noted in 
the margin relative to the ques- 
tion of introducing a more 
lenient administration of the 
Merchandise Marks Act in 
India 


2 I am to request that the Government of India may be favoured 
with an expression of the views of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
on the questions put in the last paragraph of the letter addressed to the 
Secretary of the Bengal Chamber. — I have, &c , 

R A MANT, Under Secy to the Govt of India. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Enclosure to Letter No, 4360-S R of 19th August 1901. 

No 961 — 1901, Dated 33th July 1901 

From the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department 
The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have been informed 
that, since the year 1896, a more lenient administration of the Merchan- 
dise Marks Act m some particulars has been adopted in the British 
Custom Houses They also understand that a consolidated General Order 
was issued m February 1900 on the points m question for the information 
and guidance of Customs Officers, hut that since that time no further 
orders or relaxation of the procedure adopted have been issued m the 
United Kingdom. 
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2 The Committee believe that, under the orders referred to, Continental 
goods are imported into Great Britain without being marked with the 
country of origin, and it has thus been rendered possible for such goods to 
be shipped to Indian poits, v%a England, without bearing this stamp, 
although the Indian Meichandise Marks Act still provides that all foreign 
goods should be stamped with the country of ongm 

3. The Committee, without expressing any opinion as to whether the in** 
troduction of a similar relaxation of the Indian Act would be desirable in 
this country, direct me to enquire whether the Government of India have 
received any communication from the Secretary of State for India on the 
subject, and, if so, whether they could be favoured with its purport, and 
also be informed whether it is intended to take any action m regard to it 


No 4359 — S R. of 190L 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Simla, 19th August 1901.. 

To the Secretary to the- Chamber of Commerce, Bengal 

Sir,— I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 961 — 
1901, dated the 13th July 1901, m which you state that the Committee 
of rhe Bengal Chamber of Commerce have been informed that, since the 
year 1896, a more lenient administration of the Merchandise Marks Act 
in some particulars has been adopted m the British Customs Houses, and 
you enquire whether the Government of India have received any com- 
munication. from the Secretaiy of State on the subject 

2 In leply I am to say that the Government of India have recently 
been in correspondence with the Secretary of State on the question of a 
more lenient application of the provisions of the Indian Merchandise 

Marks Act, and I am to forward 

* With enclosures . . . . - ,, 

for the information of the Cham- 
ber, a copy of a Despatch* No 87, dated 28th June 1901, which contains 
the latest expression of His Lordship’s views I am also to enclose a copy 
of a General Order of the Board of Trade, No 15—1900, dated 26th 
February 1900, containing the instructions now in force in regard to the 
marking of foreign goods imported into the United Kingdom 

3 It will be observed that, as pointed out m the Secretary of State’s 
despatch, the mam differences between the British and the Indian prac- 
tice are (1) that m England the mere use of the English language m a 
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description “simply as language and where not involving the name of any 
place in or part of the United Kingdom,’ is not regarded as a “ direct,” 
or, unless special circumstances exist, as an “indirect ’’ indication of 
British origin, whereas in India the name of the country of manufacture 
is ordinarily required to be marked on all goods of which the manufac- 
turer’s name and the trade description are expressed m English (2) that 
when the marks on or the trade description of, goods are such as to 
indicate that foreign goods were made m the United Kingdom, it is 
considered sufficient m England m ordinary cases to correct the maiks or 
description by the words “made abroad,” while m India no such general 
statement of foreign origin is accepted 

4, The Government of India have hitherto held to the view set forth 

in their Despatch* No 91, dated 
Copy enclosed 14th March 1901, that it is neces- 

sary to require the country of 
manufacture to be marked on foreign goods when the manufacturei s 
name and the trade description are expressed in the English language, 
both m order to protect the consumer from being induced to purchase 
inferior foreign goods under the impression that they were manufactured 
in England, and also to safeguard British manufactures against unfair 
competition The Government of India have also held that no good 
reason had been shown for allowing the importation of foreign goods 
marked with some such general description as the words “ made abroad ” 
It was observed that foreign manufacturers of goods of high quality, 
such as Drench wines and American agricultural machines, were careful 
to mark on each article the name and address of the manufacturer, and it 
was consideied that the concession would only be taken advantage of by 
makers of inferior articles, the importation of which it was not thought 
desirable to encourage In short the Government did not understand 
what reason an importer could have for objecting to indicate the countiy 
of ongm on the goods he imported, unless he intended to deceive the con* 
sumer 

5 It will be seen that the Secretary of State is inclined to accept the 
view of the Government of India that the use of the English language m 
a trade description may m India be more likely to mislead, m respect of 
the origin of the goods, than m England , hut His Lordship suggests that 
£n such cases and m all cases m which no fiaudulent intent is manifested, 
it might be sufficient to require only a general indication of the foreign 
ongm of the goods The chief consideration which led to the introduc- 
tion of such a general appellation m England as the words “ made 
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abroad 55 was that the regulation requiring the specification of the country 
of ongia of foreign goods caused disadvantage and loss to British mer- 
chants and dealers by the consequent disclosure of trade secrets and 
tended to the discouragement of British business enterprise It has been 
alleged that the piesent administration of the Merchandise Marks Act has 
a similar effect m India, and that importers who have taken the risk and 
trouble of introducing a particular class of good^, into the market are 
compelled to divulge their source of supply to competing firms who have 
waited till the pioneers of the trade have made the goods known in the 
market and secured a steady sale It is possible, however, that this 
objection would be met by marking “ made abroad ” instead of marking 
the name of the country of origin 

6 It has also been alleged that the Indian Merchandise Marks Act 
affords practically little protection to the consumer It is said that the 
wealthier consumer, who purchases the better class of goods, is protected 
by the desire of the manufacturer to let the consumer know that he is 
buying goods of a specific quality warranted as such by the maker s name 
and also by the desire of the importer and seller of such goods to main- 
tain his name m good repute as a dealer m goods which are warranted 
It is further argued that the poorer consumei, on the other hand, requires 
cheap and inferior goods, that he does not concern himselt with marks 
indicating the country of origin, and that m most cases he cannot read 
the trade descriptions The conclusion drawn from these arguments is 
that the protection which the Act is intended to afford is inoperative in 
the great majority of cases 

The Government of India are not disposed to accept these arguments 
unreservedly, and they would be glad to learn what weight the Chamber 
of Commerce would attach to them 

7 The points on which I am to ask the opinion of the Chamber may 
be summarized as follows — 

(a) Should the mere use of the English language m a descnption be 

considered, as at piesent, as suggesting that the goods to 
which it is affixed ate of Butish origin 1 

(b) In cases m which a trade description is held to suggest that the 

goods are of British origin, would it be sufficient to provide for 
the addition of some general terms indicative of foreign origin 1 
(e) If so, are the words “made abroad 5 ’ suitable for use in India and 
properly applicable to non-Indian goods manufactured outside 
the United Kingdom l 
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(i d ) Bo the Committee of the Chamber recommend any further 
relaxation of the provisions of the Indian Merchandise Marks 
Act or of the present practice thereunder ? 

( e ) In particular would the Chamber recommend the Government to 
dispense altogether with any marking on goods indicative of 
the country of origin — I have, &e 

R A MANT, Under-Secy to the Government of India. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 

Enclosures to letter No 4359-S R of 1901 
Enclosure No l] 

No 87 (Revenue), dated the 28th June 1901 

From Lord Geopqe F Hamilton, His Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India, to His Excellency the Right Honourable the Goveror General 
of India m Council 


With reference to your letter No 91 (Finance and Commerce), dated 
14th March 1901, I forward herewith, for the consideration of your 

Excellency’s Government, a 
copy of further correspond- 
ence * with His Majesty’s 
Board of Customs, aud with 
Messrs Ullmann, Hirschhorn 
& Co on the subject of the administration of the Indian Merchandise 


* To Board of Customs, dated 28fcii April 1S01, 
R and S 1020 

From ditto, dated 22nd May 1901 
from Messrs Ullmann, Huscliborn & Co , 
d ated 30tb March 1901 
To dnto, dated 25 h Jane 1901, R and S 1131 


Marks Act of 1889 

2 In view of the opinions of the Select Committee which m 1897 
inquired into the working of the British Merchandise Marks Act, and of 
the changes afterwards introduced into its administration, as defined m 
the General Order of 26th February 1900, I think that your Government 
might consider whether it may not be possible, whilst paying due regard 
to the protection of the consumer against fraud and of the British manu- 
facturer against unfair competition, to make concessions somewhat si mila r 
to those now made m England, with the object of meeting the objections 
of intermediate dealers to disclose their trade secrets by specifying the 
exact country of origin of their goods Your Excellency’s Government 
will observe that, under the General Older of the Board of Customs, 
No 15—5900, dated 26th February 1900, the mere use of the English lan- 
guage m a description “ simply as language and where not involving the 
name of any place In or part of the United Kingdon,” is not regarded as, 
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a £< direct,” or unless special circumstances exists as an “ indirect” indica- 
tion of British origin Again, under the same General Order when the 
marks on, or the trade description of, goods are such as to constitute a 
statement or indication, direct or indirect, that foreign goods were made 
m the United Kingdom, it is considered sufficient to correct the marks 
or description by the words {C made abroad," unless the name or trade- 
mark is, or purports to be, the name or tiade-mark of a manufacturer, 
dealer or trader m the United Kingdom, and requires accordingly the 
statutory addition of the exact country of origin 

3 I understand that m both these two classes of cases the Indian 
practice is more stringent than the English, and requires the precise 
country of origin to be stated As regards the first class, it is possible 
that the mere use of English as “ language” m a description (not other- 
wise incorrect) applied to foreign goods may m India be more likely to 
mislead, m respect of the country of ongm of the goods, than it is in 
England If this be so, I think your Excellency’s Government would he 
Justified in requiring m all such cases the addition of some such words as 
“ made abroad,” although m England no action would be taken As 
regards the second class of cases where the description is “ false,” but does 
not come within the provisions of clause (e) of section 18 of the Sea Cus- 
toms Act, I suggest for your Excellency’s consideration, whether the 
English practice, which requires only a general indication of foreign 
origin to be applied to the goods, might not with advantage be adopted 


No, R and S 1020, dated the 26th April 1901 


From Sir H, Walpole, Under-Secretary of State for India, to the 
Secretary, Board of Customs 


With reference to your letter No 16264 of 28th November 1900, I am 

directed by the Secretary of 
State for India in Council to 
forward copy of correspond- 
ence* with the Government 
of India, and also with Messrs 
Ullmann, Hirschhom and 
Company, on the question of the possibility of introducing any relaxations 
into the administration of the Indian Merchandise Maries Act, 1889 


* To India, No 225 (Revenue), dated 20th 
December 1900 

From India, No 91 {Finance and Com 
merce, dated 14th March 1901 
To Messrs Ullmann and Hirschhorn, dated 
18th December 1900, R and S 3379 
From ditto, dated 30th March 1901 Copy of 
Indian Sea Customs Act, 1878, and Mer 
chandiae Marks Act, 1889, enclosed 


Lord Geoige Hamilton will be glad to receive any further remarks or 
suggestions that the Board of Customs can offer on this subject, and par- 
ticularly on the point whether a middleman, without any intention of 
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traud, may not be anxious to avoid disclosing the origin of the goods It 
will be observed that the Government of India have considered the case 
with reference only to the manufacturers 


No 6446, DATED THE 22nd Mat 1901 

From It Henderson, Esq , Secretary, Board of Customs, to the Under 

Secretary of State for India 

With reference to Sir H Walpole 5 * letter of the 26th ultimo, R and S 
1020, on the question of the possibility of introducing any relaxations 
into the administration of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 1889, 1 am 
directed by the Commissioners of Customs to state that the observation of 
the Government of India in paragraph 3 of their letter that they under- 
stand that the agitation as to the lenient application of the Merchandise 
Marks Act in England is based on the ground that English trade is 
injured by teaching the public that certain goods could be procured m 
other countries than England is, so far as it goes, correct It is undoubt- 
edly true that prior to the year 1897 there was a considerable body of 
opinion m this country against the then somewhat rigorous adminis- 
tration of the importation sections of the Act of 1887, and a 
widespread idea that British trade suffered very sensible injury 
from the gratuitous advertisement given to foreign manufactured 
articles by insisting that in every case the words “ Made m Germany,” 
“ Made m Fiance,” etc , etc , as the case might be, should appear on goods 
made abroad Dealers were thereby forced to disclose their sources of 
supply to trade avals, whilst the public, who, as a rule, had a traditional 
and substantial faith in the worth of genuine British productions, were 
led gradually into the habit of using, and then of enquiring for, foreign- 
made articles 

The object of the Act had been to encourage honesty m trade or, per- 
haps it would be more correct to say, to prevent the imposition upon the 
public, whether as consumers or as traders (and whether by foreign manu- 
facturers direct or through the intermediary of British traders), of foreign 
goods dressed up m the guise of British manufactures, which latter 
have always preserved a character for substantial and solid value But it 
was recognised that the realisation of this object need not necessarily m 
all cases of offences against the law be combined with the enforcement of 
the extreme penalty of confiscation, and that obliteration of the offending 
marks would in most cases satisfy the intention of the law, especially as, 
in a large proportion of instances, the middleman, a dealer m this country, 
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clearly had not any intention of practising deception when, m ordering 
goods from abroad, he directed that his name and address should he 
marked thereon 

The Government of India might be referred to the report of, and evi- 
dence given before, the Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
Merchandise Marks m 1897 for a full exposition of the reasons which 
have led to the existing more lenient but, the Board of Customs believe, 
not lax administration of the Act of 1887 

In reply to the question raised m Sir H Walpole’s letter of the 26th 
Ultimo, as to whether a middleman, Without any intention of fraud, may 
hot he anxious to avoid disclosing the origin of the goods, I am to invite 
attention to the 11th and 12th paragraphs of the Report above mentioned, 
which show that the Committee answered the question m the affirmative 

I am to add that the Board of Customs have not sufficient knowledge of 
the conditions of trade in India to enable them to express an opinion as to 
whether it would be advisable to mtioduce any relaxations into the 
administration of the Indian Merchandise Marks Acts, many of the 
penalties m which appear to be very severe 


Dated the 30th March 1901 

From Messrs Ulluann, Hirschhorn, & Co , Manchester, to the 

Under Secretary ot State for India 

With reference to ours of the 14th Novembei 1900, re the administra- 
tion of the Merchandise Marks Act m India, and your reply to same, 
dated 18th December 1900 (Ref R and S 3379), we now beg to inform 
you that our firm m Calcutta have taken up the matter with the Col- 
lector of Customs m that city, who replies that “ unless and until the 
Government of India issue special orders on the subject, I am hound to 
administer the law as it stands m the Statute Book ” 

As the Customs authorities in this eouutry have instructions to relax 
the law as set forth m the Act referred to, we trust that these instructions 
will be extended to Calcutta at an early date 


N o R AND S 1431, DATED THE 25TH JUNE 1901 
From Sir A Godley, kgb, Under Secietary of State for India, 
to Messrs Ullmann, Hirschhorn & Co 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for India m Council to inform 
you that shortly after the receipt of your letter of 30th March last he 
co-37 
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received a communication from the Government of India on the subject 
of the administration of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act. 

His Lordship has again consulted the Board of Customs m this country, 
and will now request the Government of India, m whom the administra- 
tion of the Indian law is vested, to consider whether any relaxation can 
be introduced into its working at Indian ports. 

Enclosure No. 2 ] 


GENERAL ORDER OF THE BOARD OF TRADE No——- 

lauu 

Datm) 26th February 1900 

Merchandise Marie Act , 1887 Consolidated instructions. 

The following consolidation of the General Orders and other instruc- 
tions on the subject of the Meichandise Marks Act of 1887, is issued for 
the information and guidance of the officers 

1 The regulations made by the Board under Section 16 of the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, will be found on page 13 

2. Goods imported into the United Kingdom which do not bear any 

marks whateyer, either on the goods 

GoodB without Marks ,, , .. 

themselves or on the coverings con- 
taining them, are not subject m any way to the Act, and therefore need 
not bear any statement or indication, such as “ Made abroad/ 5 <{ Made m 
Germany/ 5 etc 

3 Although the Act draws no special distinction, except as regaids 
the requirement of qualification in certain cases under Section 16, between 
goods prohibited on account of marks suggesting British origin and goods 
prohibited on other giounds, for the purposes of Customs a dmin istration, 
it is convement to deal with them separately The goods therefore, pro- 
hibited under the Act to which the attention of officers is called may be 
classed under two heads — 

(A) Goods with marks which suggest British origin and require, in 

order to legalize their importation, some counteracting quali- 
fication (paiagraph 4) 

(B) Goods with marks prohibited on other grounds (paragraph 19) 

It is to be noted that by Section 1 of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1891, 
(54. "Viet , c 15, the Customs entry relating to imported goods shall, for 
the purposes of the Merchandise .Marks Act, 1887, be deemed to be a 
trade description applied to the goods 
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(A) Goods with Marks suggesting British Origin 

4 Goods falling; under (A) may be again subdivided — 

(a) Goods, whether manufactured ox raw, having applied to them any 
description, figures, words, or marks, or arrangement oi 
combination thereof, which by being or including either ex- 
pressly or by reference, the name of a place m or a part of the 
United Kingdom (e g , “ Irish” = “ of Ireland”), or m any 
other way constitute a statement or other indication, direct or 
indirect, that the goods were made or produced m the United 
Kingdom 

(ft) Goods of foreign manufacture bearing any name or mark which is, 
or purports to- bo, the name or trade-mark of a manufacturer* 
dealer, or trader m the United Kingdom 

(e) Goods, whether manufactured or raw having applied to them a 
generally used trade description, which in indicating a parti- 
cular class of goods or method of manufacture includes ex- 
pressly the name of a place m oi a part of the United 
Kingdom and is thereby calculated to mislead as to the place 
of the manufacture or production of the goods This class, 
though m fact only a case of (a) is dealt with specially by the 
Act (Section 18) , 

5 (A) (ft) relates to manufactured goods, and not to entirely raw 
goods, and the word “ purports ” us to be understood as referring to any 
xiaane or names reasonably suggesting a British manufacturer, dealer, or 
trader, whether the name is or is not known to the officer , or as refer- 
ring to a trade mark, not being merely matter of decoration or ornament, 
which reasonably suggests itself as British by containing English wording^ 
or other representation specially designed" to convey, and, m fact, convey 
mg an impression of British manufacture 

6 As to (e) that the words “ trade description which m indicating a 

, , . particular class of goods or method of 

Places indicating method of * c 

manufacture manufacture, includes the name of a 

place in or a part of the United Kingdom, and is thereby calculated to. 

mislead } [see 4 (e) ] mean such terms as Kidderminster Carpets “ Bal- 

bnggan ” on Hosiery, or u Shetland ” on Shawls, and the like, which* 

although they might be held to be merely phrases descriptive of method, 

of manufacture, are yet calculated to mislead as to place of origin 

Where, however, such a description has become associated with a parti-. 

class of goods in a manner practically to pieclude any piobabiluty of 
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deception, as “ Portland Cement” and “ Bath Chapse,” the description 
need not be accompanied by a statement of the countiy of actual pro- 
duction Tins applies also to the case of Colonial names describing, for 
instance, classes of wool, etc , where, although the names are British, the 
circumstances preclude mistake 

7 All such goods as abuve specified are to be detained and reported 
to the Board unless they aie qualified as follows — 

As to (a), by a definite indication of make or production out of the 
United Kingdom 

As to (5), by a definite indication of the country in which the goods 
nere made 


As to (c), by the name of the country m which the goods were actually 
made or produced, with a statement that they were made oi produced 
there 

8 With regaid to (a), <c Made abioad” will be generally sufficient With 

When “ made m • not required. r6gard t0 the name of tbc OOUntr ^ 

is a sufficient indication, without the 

words tf made in,” if the name or trade mark only appears Wheie there is 
an address, as J ohn Smith, Sheffield,” then the qualification must be 
“ Made m Geimany,” or similar woidmg , tl Germany ” alone would not 
counteract “ Sheffield,” (e) requites the full statement “Madem Germany ” 


9 Officers are not expected to decide whether goods were actually 

Actual place of own made or Produced in the country from 

which in the qualification they are stated 
to come , the name of some foreign country, or of some place m a foreign 
country is sufficient 


10 If the goods bear the name of a place mdentieal with, or a colour- 

able imitation of, the name of a place m 
Place-name alike in United ,i T t a j ir i , >v , ,, 

Kingdom and abroad the united Kingdom, the name should 

be accompanied by the name of the 
country m which the place is situated Thus Boston, in Massachusetts, 
should be accompanied by the name 1 United States,” or by the initials 
U S A , } or even by the abridgment Mass 

11 The use of the English language applied as a description to goods 

English language on goods im P orted from non-Englisk-speakmg 
countries is not simply as language and j 
where not involving the name of any place m, or part of, the United 
Kingdom & f< direct,” and, as a rule, is not to be regaided 
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u indirect, 3 ’ indication of British origin Where, however, there is good 
ground for considering that the use of the language was specially designed 
to convey, and does m fact convey, an impression of such origin, then the 
language will be a description within (a) of paragraph 4 

Initials 


12 “ Initials } ’ under the Act, though not treated as names generally, 

Initials'. are to be so treated m certain cases, of 

which, the following are all, of which the officers need take cognizance — 
(l) Wheie the initials are followed by affixes distinctly suggesting a 
British firm as “ & Co 33 from countries where that affix is not 
used, which includes all the Continental countries except 
Germany, and (i Brothers 33 oi “ Bros 53 or the like, which 
applies to all non-English-speakmg countries This holds as 
to all goods whether manufactuied or raw , but m respect of 
baskets and the like, holding raw fruit, eggs, etc , and sent to 
and from the Continent, the rule, when the baskets, etc , will 
not meet the eyes of retail buyers, is not strictly applied 
(n) Where, m respect of manufactured goods, the name or mark of 
a manufacturer, dealer, or trader m the United Kingdom is 
prohibited, on foreign goods, even his own propeity, without a 
definite qualification, the initials w r ill fall wuthm the prohibi- 
tion if they are easily recognizable as those of persons or firms 
so well known as to make the initials practically equivalent to 
the name itself , and also, where they are the initials of known 
consignees of the goods who will bring them into consumption 
m the same “ coverings 33 Wheie the consignees are not 
known, and no special fact calls attention to the goods, they 
may, as regards initials, he passed 

Packing Cases and Coverings . 


Cases and coverings 


13 Goods will not be liable to detention when the name of a Port or 

place of destination is applied to mere 
packing cases or outer wrappers m 
which goods are clearly not intended to be sold or exposed for sale, or if 
exposed for sale, then m an expert market Address marks, when they 
are merely and manifestly such, for purposes of carnage only, are not 
maiks within the Act 


14 “ Coverings 33 such as boxes, capsules, bottles, etc , are to be 

judged with discrimination as to whether the marks, if any, on them, 
refer to them, or to the goods they are to cover If the maiks on them 
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refer, as is rarely the case, distinctly to the coverings, the ease should be. 
reserved for the Board If the marks, such as Royal Arms or the like, 
refer to the goods to be covered and it is shown to the satisfaction of the 
officer that they will be British goods or goods as to which British marks 
are not ob]ectionable and do not refer to the coverings themselves, then 
the coverings may be regarded as not contrary to the^Act 

15 This principle will apply to coverings (such as ornamental boxes 
for tobacco, tea, or confectionery), with names on them of firms who have 
ordered the coverings for their own goods, or where such firms though not 
having actually ordered the covenngs themselves, consent m writing to, 
their importation foi such goods 

Gi am Sacks* 

16. The name and address of a merchant m this country upon gram 

~ Q . sacks are to be regarded as an indication 

urarn sacks 

that the gram is of British origin, and 
will require the addition of a statement of the country of production In 
the case of gram imported m bulk and transferred after due entry and 
clearance into sacks on board the importing ship, such marking of the 
sacks need not be qualified with a statement of the foreign origin of the 
gram 

Samples y etc 

17 Samples or patterns, readily distinguished as such, and valueless 

Samples i& themselves, are not to be treated as 

under the Act so far as British origin is concerned 

Goods not Produced in United Kingdom 

18 Goods not produced in the United Kingdom, such as wine, tea and- 

„ „ ^ _ , other produce not grown in this countiy. 

Non products of United Kingdom r & 

such as linseed, rapeseed, etc , are also 

treated as not under the Act, so far as British origin is concerned This 

is applied further to some special forms of manufacture which, by shape, 

make, or colour, cannot be mistaken for the manufacture here of the same 

article, as, for instance, Dutch cheese of the kind well-known to be made 

m Holland, bearmg the initials of British dealers 

(B) Goods p? olnbited onothei grounds 

19 Goods prohibited on grounds ofchei than marking suggestive of 
British origin are those which, whether manufactured or raw, have 
applied to them a false trade description — 

(a) as to the place or country in which they were made or produced* 
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i l) as fco trade-marks or names so as to constitute forgery , 

(c) as to number, quantity, measure, gauge or weight, and mode of 

manufacture or matenal , 

(d) as to being the sutyect of any existing patent, privilege, or 

copyright 

* 

20 As to (a), this relates, of course (British origin having been 

dealt with above), to questions between two 

Marks as between foreign . , 

-0011111x160. foreign countries , that is to say, to goods 

with maiks indicating make or production 
in a place or -country which is not that m which the goods were made or 
produced The Act does not specify particularly what is to be the quali- 
fication here , hut if the mark indicates expressly, or by reference, a place 
or country not that, in reality, of the make or production of the goods 
there must be a definite qualification to the effect that the goods were 
not made or produced m the place or country indicated , or, a definite 
indication of the place or country in which the goods were made or 
produced. 

21 A mark which, though not naming, includes the name of a place 

_ , or country, is to be held as naming such 

Mark including place name _ 

place or country For instance a Wine, the 

produce of Germany, and described as 44 Port ” or “ Sherry J) (which 

words include the names of the places Oporto and Xeres) should have 

that description accompanied by the statement 44 produced m Germany u 

or should be described as 44 German Port ” or “ Austrian Sheny,” etc 

Such a mark as 44 Lancashire Swedish 5 on Swedish iron, where 

the qualifying word follows the misleading name, may be admitted 

As m marks suggesting British origin, exception to this rule is made m 

cases where the name of a place m a trade description is indicative 

merely of the character of the goods, and is not calculated to mislead as 

to the country of origin The description 44 Brussels Carpet M is an 

exception of this kind 


Port of shipment evidence oE 
origin 


For judging between two foreign countries the Act provides that, 
m the absence of proof to the contr&ryj the 
port of shipment of goods shall be prwia, 
facie evidence of the place or country in 
which the goods were made oi produced , and this rule the officers can, 
generally, act upon Where, however, the port of shipment is merely an 
cyrdmary trading route from some inland country, as ^Rotterdam or 
Antwerp with respect to Germany, or Hamburg with respect to Austria, 
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Forging trade-mark 


the officers may, if they have no reason to doubt the good faith of the 
importer, accept the statement that the goods are the make or produce of 
the inland country 

23. The use of language of one foreign country on goods of another 

must not be viewed more strictly than its 
countryof origin** 86 n0t ° f use m cases indicating Butish origin, dealt 
with m paragraph lit The use of a certain 
language is allowed freely to all countries when by custom, that language 
is usually applied to such, goods e g 5 Spanish on tobacco and cigars, 
when the recognised words are applied only to colonr, shape, size, and the 
like , or French on sardines, when confined to the woids “ Sardines a 
Phuile,” without any additional French description 

24, The forging of a trade-mark [paragraph 19 (b) ] is the application 

to goods of any figure, words, or marks, or 

Forging trade-mark , , , - 

arrangement, or combination thereof, reason- 
ably calculated to lead persons to believe that the goods are the manufac- 
ture or the merchandise of some person other than the person whose manu- 
facture or merchandise they really are , and this includes the name or 
initials of a person The figures, words, or marks applied need not be an 
actual trade-mark, or actual name, or initials, provided they are a colour- 
able imitation of the mark, name or initials of a person carrying on 
business m connexion with goods of the same description, and are used 
without his authority 

Registration 

25 As to goods under all the three heads (5), (c) and ( d ) of paragiaph 

„ ^ 19, the difficulty of detection by officers. 

Registration J i 

without special information, and moie 

particular examination than is ordinarily bestowed for revenue purposes, 
is greater than m the case of goods falling under (a), hut as regards the 
forging of trade-marks (5), as above explained while it would not he 
possible for officers to enter into the examination of all names and marks 
so as to detect fraud of this kind, the Board have nevertheless, felt that a 
manufacturer, dealer, or trader who has reason to believe that his name or 
trade-mark is one not unlikely to be imitated, so as to constitute a 
Forgery, is entitled to ask that without the requirement of information 
beforehand goods so marked shall be stopped , and to meet this the 
Board have established the following system 
26, They have established a system of registration of names or marks 

Detention on account of re* s0 a man ufacturer, dealer, or trader 
may register his name or mar l at such port 


Registration 


Detention on account of re* 
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©r ports as he desires In respect of names or marks so registered, it will 
foe the duty of the officers, at the particular port or ports, to prevent the 
delivery of goods to which such names or marks or imitations of them as 
above explained may be applied, unless the delivery is authorized by the 
registered proprietor 


27 When goods are thus detained on account of names or marks 
which have been registered m this Department, care is to be taken m 
«very case that, m addition to the usual notice of seizure required under 
Section 207 of the Customs Cousohdation Act, information of the 
detention, and of the cause of such detention, shall be at once given m 
writing to the person who has so registered his name or mark, or to the 
representative appointed by him to authorise delivery of the goods, who is 
to be informed that unless immediate attention is given to the matter the 
goods will be released If at the end ef forty-eight hours, the Collector 
(or other principal officer concerned) does not receive a reply, he will 
release the goods , but Collectors will observe that the limit to the time of 
detention here laid down does not apply in cases where the marks are 
such as to render the goods liable to detention irrespective of the question 
of registration In any case of detention under this system of registration 
the Board, if they see fit, may order security to be given if prolongation of 
the detention is requested, and the matter is, at all, one of doubt 


28 Any manufacturer, dealer, or trader, whether British or Foreign 

Registering foreign merits , ma 7 hls name 01 mark > but officeis 

and agency may refuse registration to any name or mark 

Which they consider to be of a character too indefinite or indistinct to 
recognise, referring to the Board m any case of doubt An applicant for 
registration must prove his proprietorship of the name or mark by declara- 
tion (see Form C tn the Appendix) , and if, in order to avoid delay, he 
desires to do so, he may appoint an agent to give authority for delivery of 
his goods 


Registered marks on goods 
imported by owner 


29 It must, however, be distinctly understood that the use by any 
manufacturer, dealer, or trader m the United 
Kingdom of even his own name on foreign 
goods and the use by any manufacturer, dealei or trader on like goods, 
of words, figures, or marks of any kind stating or indicating directly or 
indirectly, make or production in the United Kingdom, are prohibited 
unless such, goods am properly qualified by the required definite indication 
of origin It must, therefoxe, be clearly explained to every person register- 
ing a name or mark which involves any such statement or indication, as 
cc— 38 



234 


APPENDIX J 


'will probably often be the case, that while the name or maik will be 
guarded by such registration, it will not be rendered admissible unless 
duly qualified, as the law may require, m every case 

30 Goods bearing a mark, registered in. this Department, may be 

delivered by the officers without reference to 
Release when qualified the Board on receipt by them of the 

authority of the proprietor of the mark, or of his duly appointed agent, 
provided the mark be properly qualified, as m this Order shown 

General 

Bi itish Retw ned Goods 

31 British goods returned bearing the name, brand, or mark of any 

British manufacturer may be admitted upon 
British returned goods proof of their origin being furnished This 

may be done by Bill of Store } or by a declaration by the importer that 
the goods are, to his knowledge, British goods returned, and were original- 
ly manufactured m this country , or by and with the consent in writing 
of the propnetoi of such name, biand, or maik, or his legal representative 
(42 & 43 Yict , c 21, s 6) 

32 The declaration by the importer as to the British origin of the 
goods may be m the usual form as an ordinary Cnstoms document, but if 
the officer sees reason to doubt it, he should refer the papers to the 
Boaid , and he should, m no case, require a statutory declaration under 
the Act as to such declarations, without the Boards older 

33 On any other pomt British goods returned will not be dealt with 
except on information 

Goods f 07 Pvirnte Use 

34 Dutiable —Tobacco, including cigars, not exceeding 20lbs , wme 

Private use not exceedm £ twelve gallons, and spirits not 

" 1 1 " ' exceeding one-half that quantity, m any one 

consignment, may be admitted fiee of the Act, on the officer being satis- 
fied that the goods are for private use 

35 F on-du* uible — Such goods sent as presents, or for personal use, 
and not m any process of sale or purchase are similarly free of the Act, 
and this especially includes articles not new, and which are manifestly 
private property, such as clothing, or other personal effects and old, used, 
and damaged articles sent for repairs, imported by, or consigned to, pei- 
sons whose names are on them This applies also to presents to corporate 
bodies or public institutions 
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Goods m Transit 

36 Under the Transhipment Regulations, tianshipment and transit 

Transhipment goods g °° dS are n0t t0 bs SpeClally examined ^ 

the purpose of scrutinizing marks %n the 

absence of information (General Order-j||g ) , nor are such goods to be 
detained under the Merchandise Marks Act unless they infringe its pro- 
visions m one or other of the following ways — 

(a) By reason of then bearing marks which raise a clear and direct 

claim to British origin , or 

(b) By reason of then bearing the name or trade-mark of a manu- 
facturer, dealer, or trader m the United Kingdom, without 
qualification , ot 

(c) By reason of their bearing a trade-mark specially registered at 

The Customs 

When the mack on a package, or on goods found therein, contravene 
the Merchandise Marks Act, all the packages of the same mark on the 
entry are to be examined, the packages with other marks being treated 
as if on a separate entry 

This direction also applies to goods entered for home consumption, but 
intended to be forthwith re-shipped for exportation, on production of 
satisfactory evidence (such as Bills of Lading, Invoices, etc ), of the final 
destination abroad, of the goods, but they aie subject to examination under 
G 0 ylgj-as laid down m G 0 paragraph (8) 

Mao Is not desci iptive but part of the Goods 

37. Wording or marking, whatevei may be its chaiacter, if it is not 

a description “ applied” to goods but part 

Marks where part of goods - , , . , , » . , 

of the goods themselves, as for instance the 

regulating words on a thermometer, the titles of books, Christian names 

on handkerchiefs, such words as “a present from Margate ” on china 

and the like are not amenable to the Act 

Goods imported foi advertising purposes only, and not for sale, 
although bearing tbe name, or name and address of a British trader, pro- 
vided he is not a maker of, or dealer m, such articles maybe delivered 
upon a wutten statement to that effect from the person whose name is on 
the goods. 
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Repo? is of Detention 

38. Keport (on Form 294) is to be made immediately of all cases oJ 
detention of goods stating briefly the num- 
ed at once , monthly and ber of packages detained, the port fron 
quarterly which they come, the marks and numbers 

of the packages, the description and value of the goods, and the objection' 
able marking, whether by means of labels or on the goods themselves, or 
account of which they are detained Deference should be made to an} 
previous cases of the importation of illegally marked goods consigned tc 
the same merchants or coming from the same consignor 

A monthly return is to continue to be made to the Board, being for- 
warded to the Solicitor on Forms 401 and 402 


A quarterly return is to be made to the Board (Division IV) on Form 
Ho 398, for which purposes the present form of record at the various 
stations is to be maintained. 


39 Immediate reports of detentions of goods may be dispensed with 
when snch detentions are made m consequ- 
When report dispensed with ence 0 f ^he absence of evidence that the 

marks on the goods are correct, provided that the officers have reason tc 
believe that such evidence will be forthcoming within a reasonable time 
On production of the evidence, the officers, if satisfied therewith, wifi 
deliver the goods This direction will include British returned goods 
beaung marks which would be open to objection on goods of foreign 
origin , also goods bearing marks indicative of origin m some country 
other than that from which the goods are imported, when such marks are 
believed to be authentic 


40 The whole of the marks found on the detained goods should be 

reported, including the marks on cartoons, 
AH marks to be reported , , _ , 

cases, etc , containing the goods and not 

merely the actual mark for which the detention has been made 

Qualifying Wo? ds to be conspicuous , etc . 

41 The officers are to take care that, in all cases where the Board 

allow qualifying words to he added before 
Qualification to be conspi- the delivery of goods, such words are ap- 
plied m -characters -clear, conspicuous, and 
** indelible as the marks requiring qualification, and in close proximity 
fo those marks. 
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Seizw es and Unclaimed Good b 

42. In all cases m winch goods are ordered to be retained as seizures* 

_ a full examination of the contents of all 

Seizures Full examination . _ , , , 

trie packages should be made as soon as the 

order for seizure is given, and any discrepancy between the marks origi- 
nally reported and those found on the goods should be communicated to 
the Board forthwith 


But if an importer should express a wish not to have all his packages 
opened, officers may forego this upon a consent m writing from him, or 
his agents, that the whole consignment shall be taken as having marks 
applied to them similar to those on the goods m the packages already 
opened 

43 Goods which have been placed under detention on account of 
illegal marks, and m respect of which no 
\Sthfatwomouth8 0t ° laim0li applications have been made by the lm- 
porters for, or no steps taken to carry out 
the conditions imposed by the Board on their release, are to be removed to 
the Queen’s Warehouse, within two months from the date of the Board’s 
order for their detention, without special directions in each case, if 
the officers see no circumstances which call for exceptional treatment. 
They are to be entered m the Monthly Seizure Account 


Patent m Copyright on Goods 

44 In order that there may be no risk of goods protected by Patent 
or Copyright in the United Kingdom being 
Goods for^sale^^Pateut or offered for sale by this Department, in sub- 
mitting Accounts of Seizures under the 
Act, particular attention should be called m column 8 to any goods 
included for disposal marked “ Patent ” or “ Copyright, 53 or which the 
officers have any reason to suppose are patented, or the subject of copy- 
right, in this country 

Watch Cases and Watches 


Watch eases and watches. 


45 A special provision as to watch cases and watcheB is made by 
Bection 7 of the Act It provides that, as 
regards watches, any mark on the case is to 
be deemed to extend to the watch If, therefore, a watch case is made m 
this country, with any statement or indication of origin such as, for 
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instance, a British Hall-mark, and, having been exported, is returned 
with a foreign movement, then, m the absence of a counter-description 
on the watch itself, the mark on the case will apply to the watch 

General Order ^ which goes fully into this subject is not affected by 
this Consolidating Order 


Procedure otf Information. 


Detentions on Information 


46 It must be borne in mind that information, m itself even though 
given, is not a mandate to the Crown to 
detain , and no detention should on ac- 
count of it be made where it is clear that the law would be against it 
Officers may sometimes see at once that a consignment to which the 
information points does not infringe the law, and they will then not 
detain the goods But they are authorized to make, when necessary, a 
fuller examination than ordinarily takes place 


47 In any other case the officer will detain the goods, and require (if 
it is not already given) immediate security, 
Deposit or bond as in Regulation 4 (page 16) The suffi- 

ciency of the sureties name in the notice of information must be tested 
m tbe usual way Regulation 7 (pages 15 and 16) shows when the 
security will be delivered up 


No security, no detention 


Whenever security is not duly given 
there will be no further detention 


48 Information will not generally touch the point of origin When- 

„ ever it does do so, and affects the interests of 

Information as to origin .. , _ 

British Possessions 11 or ‘ Foreign States,” 

if the name complained of is found to be apphed to the goods, and is the 
name of a country, or of a place m a country, not the country of the port 
of shipment, the officer may, in the absence of proof of make or produce 
at the place or m the country named on them, be satisfied that the 
alleged infringement cleaily exists This is m accordance with the 
principle m paragraph 22 


49 Whereever an information relates to a forged trade-mark alleged 
to be one recognised in a British Possession 
atta Bwwh rUwMB. 01 Forei S n State > information mil not be 
good unless it relates to a Possession or 
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State to which Section 103 of the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks 
Act, 1883, has been applied by Orders in Council, viz — 


British Possessions 


Foreign States in Europe 


("New Zealand 
«j Queensland 
j Tasmania 
L Western Australia 
f Belgium 

Denmaik, including Faroe Islands 

France 

Greece 

Italy 

The Netherlands 
Norway 

Portugal, including Azores and 
Madeira 
Roumama 
Sema 
Spam 
Sweden 
LSwitzerland 


In N and S 
W Indies 


In Africa 


America and 




the 


f Brazil 
Ecuador 
Mexico 
Paraguay 
j San Domingo 
Surinam and Cura Coa 


The United States of America 
^Uruguay 


Tunis 


In Asia 


f Japan 

1 Netherlands East India Colonies 


Definitions 


50 The officers will note the meanings given by the Act to the fol- 
lowing expressions, viz — 

Definitions, 1 


“ Goods ” 

“ Trade Mark ” 

* u Trade Description ” 
u False Trade Description 
t4 Person ” 

*' Manufacturer ' 5 
“ Dealer ” or “ Trader ” 

“ Proprietor ” 

*“ Name ” 

“ Name or initials ” 

<£ Applied 55 
“ Falsely applied 55 
Covenngs 


^ Section 3, and *54 Viet , c 15, s 1. 


j- Section 5 (1), (2) and (3) 
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51 The following General Orders are hereby cancelled — 

Nos 81 and 99 of 1887 

Nos 10, 14, 26, 33, 39, 44, 121 122, 125 and 147 of 1888. 

No 7 of 1889 
Nos 1 and 8 of 1890 
Nos 50 and 68 of 1893 
No 4 of 1894 

Nos 4, 28, 34 and 82 of 1895 
Nos 4 and 9 of 1896 
No 63 of 1897 

* 

The following Circular Letters are also cancelled 

Nos 1, 4, 5, 8, 33 and 36 of 1889 
No 6 of 1890 
Nos 9 and 20 of 1891 
No. 13 of 1892. 

The following London Pore Orders are also cancelled 

Nos 9, 18, 21, 61, 70, 72, 74 and 76 of 1888 

Nos 23, 48 and 52 of 1889 

Nos 2 and 6 of 1890 

Nos 12 and 58 of 1893 

No 10 of 1894 

No 13 of 1895 

No 4 of 1898 

The following General Orders on the subject are not affected, wi — 
directions as to examining, London Port Older 
it It 

Begulations made by the Commissioners of Customs under section 1ft 
of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 

Whereas by the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (hereinafter called “ the 
Act 55 ), 

-After various provisions against the sale, or exposure for sale, or 
possession for sale, trade, or manufacture of goods with forged trade-marks 
or false trade descriptions, or trade-marks falsely applied to them, 

And after defining (amongst other things) the expression “ trade-mark 55 
in manner therein set forth, with reference to “ The Patents, Designs and 
Trade Marks Acts, 1883 ” and the law of indicated British Possessions 
and Foreign States , 
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And after defining the expression i( trade description” as any description 
statement or other indication, direct or indirect, as to number, quantity, 
measure, gauge, or weight of goods, as to place or country m which any 
goods were made or poduced, as to the mode of manufacturing or pro- 
ducing any goods, or as to the material of which any goods are composed, 
or as to any goods bemg the subject of any existing patent, privilege* 
or copyright , 

And after defining the expressions M false trade description,” and 
“ goods ” “ apply,” and “ falsely apply 

It is provided by Section 16 that, — 

(I) All such goods as above mentioned, and 

(II) All goods of foreign manufacture, bearing any name or trade- 

mark, being or purporting to be, the name or trade-mark of 
any manufacturer, dealer, or trader in the United Kingdom, 
unless such name or mark be accompanied by definite indica- 
tion of the country m which such goods were made or 
produced, shall be prohibited to be imported, and, subject to 
the provisions of the said section, shall be included among 
goods prohibited to be imported, as if they were specified m 
Section 42 of “ The Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 

And whereas by Section 18 of the Act, after authorizing the continued 
use of trade descriptions lawfully and generally applied to goods of the 
particular class or manufactured by a particular method, to indicate 
such class or method, it is provided that, where such trade description 
includes the name of a place or country calculated to mislead as to where 
the goods were actually made or produced, such goods not having been 
actually made or produced there, the said reciting section should not 
apply (and, consequently, goods so marked would be prohibited), unless 
there be added to the trade description, immediately before or after the 
name of the place or country, in an equally conspicuous manner with that 
name, the name of the place or country m which the goods were actually 
made or produced, with a statement that they were made or produced 
there 

And whereas it is also provided by the said section 16 that the Commis- 
sioners of Customs (heremaftei called u the Commissioners”), may, from 
time to time, make, revoke and vaiy regulations, either general oi special, 
respecting the detention and forfeiture of goods the importation of which 
is prohibited as hereinbefore mentioned, and the conditions, if any, to be 
fulfilled before such detention and forfeiture, and may by such Regulations 
cc—39 
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determine the information, notices, and security to be given and the evi- 
? deuce requisite for any of the piu poses of the said section, and the mode 
of verification of such evidence 

And it is further provided hy the said last-mentioned section — 

That before detaining goods 01 taking proceedings with a view to the 
forfeiture thereof under the law relating to the Customs, the Commis- 
sioners may require that such Regulations as aforesaid shall he complied 
with, and satisfy themselves as to the liability of the goods to forfeiture 

That such Regulations may apply to all goods, the importation of which 
is prohibited hy the said section, or different Regulations may be made 
respecting different elassess of such goods 

And also that the Regulations may provide for the informant le- 
imbursmg the Commissioners all expenses and damages incurred in respect 
of any detention made on his information, and of any proceedings con- 
sequent on such detention 

And it is also provided, by the said section, that Section 2 of the 
Revenue Act, 1883, shall be repealed from a day to be fixed by regulations 
under the said reciting section, such day not being later than the 1st day 
of January 1888 without piejudite to anything done or suftered there- 
under 

And wheras Section 2 of the Revenue Act 1883, is the law under, and 
by vnture of which, goods of foreign manufacture infringing the 
propnetory rights of British subjects m Names, Addresses, and Trade 
Marks, or bearing or having upon them, under certain conditions, the 
name of a place in or a pait of the United Kingdom, are at the present 
time, detected and stopped by Officers of Customs acting on their own 
observation and responsibility, under directions laid down by the Com- 
missioners, and without the requuement of previous information, security, 
or other conditions 

Now, therefore, the Commissioner undei and by virture of the herein- 
before recited power m that behalf, hereby make and require to he 
complied with the following Regulations, %iz — 

1 Goods prohibited to he imported as hereinbefore recited, having 
applied to them foiged trade-marks, false trade descriptions, or marks, 
names, or descriptions otheiwise illegal, which, upon examination are 
detected by the officers of Customs, are to be detained by them without 
the reauixement of previous information, 
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2 In giving information with a view to detention an informant must 
fulfil the following conditions, vn — 

( 1 ) He must give to the Collector or Superintendent, or Chief Officer 
of Customs of the port (or sub-port) of expected importation, 
notice m writing, stating, 

the number of packages expected, as far as he is able to 
state the same , 

the description of the goods by marks or other particulars 
sufficient foi their identification , 

the name or other sufficient indication of the importing 
ship , the manner m which the goods infringe the Act , 

the expected day of the arrival of the ship 

(it) He must deposit with the Collector or other officer as afoiesaid 
a sum sufficient, m the opinion of that officer, to cover any 
additional expense which may be incurred m the examination 
required by reason of bis notice 

3 If, upon arrival and examination of the goods, the officer of Customs 
Is satisfied that there is no ground for their detention, they will be deliver- 
ed If he is not so satisfied, he will decide either to detain the goods, 
as m a case of detention upon oidmary examination, or to require security 
from the informant for reimbursing the Commissioners or their officers all 
expenses and damages incurred in respect of the detention made on his 
information and of any proceedings consequent theieon 

4 The security thus required must be an immediate ad %alorein 
deposit of ten pounds per cent on the value of the goods, as fixed by the 
officei from the quantities or value shown by the entry , and also, subse- 
quently a bond to be completed within four days m double the value of 
the goods, with two approved sureties The ad ialot em deposit will be 
leturned upon completion of the bond, and wiH not be required if, as an 
alternatvie where time permits, the informant prefers to give a like bond 
before examination upon estimated value of the goods declared to by him. 
under statutoiy declaration If the security is not duly given as above 
required, there will be no fuither detention of the goods 

5 In the above legulations the words “ officer of Customs” mean an 
officer acting under geneial or special direction of the Commissioners, and 
the words “ value of the goods v mean value irrespective of duty* 
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6 The “Notice” and u Bond” requned as above shall be m the forms 
contained m the Schedule to these Regulations, or in such other forms as 
the Commissioners may from time to time order and direct 

7 The security taken under these Regulations will be given up at the 
times following, that is to say 

Where given before examination, and if no detention, forthwith 

Where given on detention — 

If the forfeiture is completed, either by lapse of time or ultimate 
condemnation by a Court of Justice, then on such completion 
or forfeiture 

If the forfeiture is not completed, then 

If the goods are released by the Commissioners, and no action or 
suit has been commenced against them, or any of their officers, 
m respect of the detention, then at the expiration of three 
months from the time of detention , or, if the goods are released 
for failure of procedmgs taken for the forfeiture and condemna- 
tion thereof upon information under Section 207 of “ The Cus 
toms Consolidation Act, 1876,” and no action or suit has been 
commenced against the Commissioners, or any of their officers 
in respect of the detention, then at the expiration of three 
months from the trial of such information 

If within such periods as aforesaid any such action or suit as aforesaid 
has been commenced, then upon the ultimate conclusion of such 
action or suit, and the fulfilment of the purpose for which the 
security was given 

8. These Regulations apply to transhipment and transit goods as well 
as to goods landed to he warehoused, or for home consumption 

9 The 1st day of January 1888 is, by these “Regulations,” fixed as 
the day from which Section 2 of the ££ Revenue Act, 1883/’ shall be re-» 
pealed, subject to the terms of the recited Act , and these Regulations 
will take effect from the date of such repeal 


CHARLES DU CANE, 
H MURRAY, 
HORACE SEYMOUR 


I Commissioners of 
f H M Customs. 


Custom House, London, 
1st December 1897 
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A 


SCHEDULE 


(Notice ) 

The Merchandise Marls Act> 1887, 


* Or Sub-Port 


1 Describe the goods, number of pack- 
ages, marks used, and any otner particu- 
lars necessary for their identification. 


2 Describe the ship, and give name or 
indication 


3 State how the goods infringe the Act, 
and if the infringement is one as to a 
forged trade mark protected in a British 
Possession or Foreign State, state the 
Possession or State, or if the infringement 
is one as to place or country of origin, 
state the name of the place or oountry 
falsely used 


That 


To the Collector, Superinten- 
dent, or Chief Officer of Customs 
at the* Port of 

I hereby give you notice that 
the undermentioned goods, that is 
to say,i 

are about to be imported into 
your port on or about the 

day of next m 

the 2 from 

That such goods are 
liable to detention and forfeiture 
being 3 


Mr of 

and Mr of 

are prepared to become my sureties in suoh bond as may be required 
upon detention of the goods 


And I request that the said goods may bo detained and dealt with ac- 
cordingly. 


Dated this day of , 188 


A, B 


(or Agent for) 


B 

(Bond ) 

The Merchandise Marls Act , 1887 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we A B 

and 


Note —Mr, refers to is 

Bankers (or) Solicitors, and Mr to 

his Bankers (or) Solicitors as to his sufficiency forth© penalty of the Bond, 
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are held and firmly hound unto Our Soveieign Lady Victoria, by the 
Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Detender of the Faith, m the sum of 

Pounds to be paid to our said Lady the Queen, her heirs 01 successors 
For ^ Inch payment well and truly to be made we bind ourselves, jointly 
and severally, our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these 


presents Sealed with our Seals Dated this day of 

m the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 

hundred and 

Whereas the above named A B has 

by a notice dated the day of in- 
formed the Collector of Customs at that 

the undermentioned goods, that is to say, were 

about to be imported into the port of con- 


trary to Section 16 of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, and re- 
quested that the said goods should be detained and dealt with ac- 
cordingly And whereas the said goods duly arrived m the said 
Port on the day of last, and are now 

detained pursuant to the said notice Now the condition of this, 
obligation is such that if the said A B 

his executors oi administrators, shall well and effectually in- 
demnify, save harmless, and keep indemnified Her Majesty, her heirs and 
successors, and all her and their officers of Customs, and their executors 
or administrators, from and against all loss or damage, payment or pay- 
ments, and all costs and expenses which Hex said Majesty, her heirs or 
successors, and her and their officers of Customs, their executors or ad- 
ministrators, shall or may sustain or incur by reason or on account of 
any detention of the said goods following upon the information contained 
in such notice and any proceedings consequent upon such detention, then 
thi 3 obligation shall be void, or otherwise shall be and remain m full 
force and virtue. 


Signed* sealed* and deliyeied. 
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G 

Merchandise Mares Act, 1887 

(50 <L 51 P hot , Ck. 28 ) 

Decimation on Meqistr ation under paragraph 28 of General 

Older 
For t of 


i 


Full name and address of declarant 


II 


*2 

“ I” or “I and my patners, trading as Messrs 
’ or, “such and such a 
Company, of which I am the repiosentative 
omcial/’or so and so of such and such a place 
abroad, whom I represent id this coentry ” 


hereby declare that? 


is or are 


' the following name as the trade des- 
cription,” or the followiog trade mark,” or 
the “following name as a trade description 
and trade mark ” 

5 "I” or “we ” 


6u 


I” or “ we ’ 


^ This portion as to appointment of agent 
may be erased, where such appointment is 
not desired 

5 “ my 1 ’ or “ our ” 


3 the Proprietor , of* 

VIZ, 

which 6 expect to be applied 
to goods imported, from time 
to time, at this Port , and 
that 6 have appointed Mr 7 
of 


to be 8 agent, to give 

authority for the delivery of 
such goods. 


I make this solemn declara- 
tion conscientiously believ- 
ing the same to be true, and 
by virtue of the Statutory 
Declaration Act, 1835 

Declaied tins day of 188 

At 

Before me 

A Commissioner to Administer Oaths, etc 


N B — Registration in pursuance of this declaration is subject to the provisions of 
tyie Act which forhid the importation, by a registered propnetor, even of his own 
goods which beai, m name or maik, any statement or indication, direct or indirect 
Of make or produce m the United Kingdom, unless qualified as the Act requires 
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INDEX f> ara 

Advertisement — Goods for but not for sale , M 37 

Agents— Appointment of ... 28 

Balbriggan on hosiery ... . 6 

Bond for goods detained on information , . 47 

„ form See pages 16 and 1? 

British origin — Marks suggesting . * 4 

„ returned goods * * * 31 33 

Copyright goods for sale . 44 

Corn sacks . * . . 16 

Countiy not named but included m mark * 21 

Coverings and cases * 13 

Customs entry* a trade description - . ^3 

Declaration on registration See page 17 

Definitions „. 50 

Delivery by officeis of goods with registered marks duly qualified ... 30 

Deposit ad valorem on goods detained . , 47 

Description on goods in English . * 11 

Detained goods not claimed m two months to go to Queen’s Ware- 
house . . * . 43 

Detentions — 


All marks to be reported * . 

On account of being registered . . * 4 

To be at once reported * 

When reporting can be dispensed with . 

Dutch cheese — British dealers’ initials on 
English language— Use of, on goods . .. 

Examination — Full, of seizures 

,, of goods for transhipment . , 

Foreign goods beanng importer’s registered trade-mark 
qualified . ...... 

Foreign goods, registration of . . . 

„ „ witbont marks • . , 

Forged marks — Detained from certain States* etc 
Forging a trade mark . * . 

Goods not prod need m United Kingdom (as wine) . ,* 

„ prohibited for suggested British origin 
„ „ other reasons .... . 

„ without marks * . 

Gram sacks 

Information — Detentions for forged marks confined to ( 
States and Colonies , , 

Information — Goods detained on ..... 

„ as to origin 


40 

26-27 

38 

39 
18 
11 
42 
36 

29 

28 

2 

49 

24 

18 

4 

19 

2 

16 

49 

46 

48 
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Initials .*« , , , fM 

Lancashire— Swedisli 

Language as between two Foreign Countries 
», English, on imported goods , , 

„ Foreign, but not that of oountry of origin 
Made abroad— Use of 
u Made in,” When not required 

Marks and words being part of goods # „ ( 

„ as to reporting all . , 

Non products of the United Kingdom — tea, etc, , 

Notice to detain See page 16, 

Ongm — Actual place of # # 

„ Information as to . , 

tC Patent ” on seized goods 

Perishable prodnce . . 

Places alike m name . , , , , 

„ indicating method of manufacture , 

Port and Sherry — Use of terms , 

Portland cement . , 

Port of shipment as evidence of origin 

Post card — Illustrated , 

“ Present from ” . 

Private use— Goods for 

Produced or not produoed m United Kingdom . , 

Purports * • , 

Qualifications to be conspicuous, etc, . , . 

Qualifying without “ made m ” , , 

„ mode of * , . , 

Registration . . 

Indistinct marks may be refused , . 

Regulations R, under Section 16 

„ „ „ (m extenso) See pages 13 j 

Reports of detentions . . . 

Returned goods— British . - . 

Royal Arms . . * 

Sale— Goods for, patent or copyright 
Samples . . 

Security or bond — Goods stopped on information , 

Seizures — Full examination of , , . , , . 

,, not claimed in two months , , . , « , 

,, monthly account . . . .. . . 

Trade— Natural outlets of , ..... 

Transhipment — Goods m , 

Watch cases and watohes , , » . 

Words forming part of goods ... 1*1 ... • ( M< 
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Meuopaisdu3i respecting marks un goods imported for Hota& 
consumption 

1 Foreign goods imported into the United Kingdom which do hot 
hear any marks whatever, eithei on the goods themselves or on the pack- 
ages or wiappers containing them, aie not required to bear any qualifying 
statement or indication, such as “ Made abroad 53 — “ Made in Ger- 
many, 5 etc 

2 Foreign manufactured goods beanng a name or trade-mark being, 
or purporting to be, the name or trade-mark, of a manufacturer, etc , in the 
United Kingdom, must have that name or trade-mark accompanied by a 
definite indication of the countiy of ongm of the goods The name of the 
country is a sufficient indication, without the words “ made m, 5 if a name 
or trade-mark only appears, e g , “ John Smith, Germany,” would be 
•satisfactory It such a mark as “ John Smith, Sheffield,” is used, then 
the qualibation must be “ Made m Germany, 55 or similar wording 

3 If foreign imported goods bear the name of a place mdentical with, 
•or a colourable imitation of, the name of a place m the United Kingdom, 
the name should be accompanied by the name of the country m which 
the place is situated Thus Boston, m Massachusetts, should be ac- 
companied by the name “ United States, 55 or by the initials ct U S A 

4 If a trade description includes the name of a place, and the goods on 
which it appears are not the pioduce of that place, or of the country m 
which it is situated, the trade description must be accompanied by a 
statement indicating the actual country of production For instance, a 
wmc, the produce of Geimany, and descubed as “ Port 55 or “ Sherry ” 
(which words include the names of the places Opoito and Xeres) should 
have that description accompanied by the statement “ produced m Ger- 
many 5 or should he described is “ Geiman Poit” oi “ Geiman Sheiry ” 
An exception to this rule is made m case& where the name of a place m a 
trade description is indicative merelj of the charactei of the goods, and is 
not calculated to mislead as to the country of origin Thus such a des- 
cription as “ Brussels Caiqjet oi t( Portland Cement, 5 need not be ac- 
companied by a Statement of the country of actual production 

5 Trade descriptions m the English language applied to foreign goods 
imported foi home consumption from non-English-speakmg countries are 
not regarded a&andneet indications that the goods are of British or Irish 
origin, unless the officers have good ground for considering that such 
trade descriptions are -specially designed to convey, and do in fact convey^ 
ah impression of British or Irish origin for the goods 
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Trade descriptions on imported goods m a foieign language, winch is 
not that of the country from which the goods are imported, must be ac- 
companied by a statement of the actual country of pioduction of the 
goods, e g , “ Made m Germany ” 

6 As legal ds watches, any mark on the case is deemed to extend to 
the watch If, theiefore, a watch case is made in this country, and bears 
any statement or indication of such ongm (as, for instance, a British 
hall-mark), and the watch itself is made m Sw ltzerland, then there must 
appear on the plate of the watch a statement or indication that it is 
of Swiss origin 

7 All qualifying statements or indications must be distinct m equally 
conspicuous characters with, and m proximity to, the muU they ne in- 
tended to qualify 

8 Marks on samples or patterns, whether of Bntish or foreign manu- 
facture, aie not lequned to be accompanied by any qualification, pio- 
vided such samples oi patterns are \ abides m themself, do not fonn 
whole or complete articles, ind can be teidilj distinguished as simple^ or 
patterns 

Custom House, London , 

The 28 th January 1S9S 

Enclosure No 3 


No 91, Dated 14th Mapch 1901 

Eiom the Government of India, to the Secpetary of State for India. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your LoidJnp . 
Despatch No 225 (Eevenue), dated the 20th December 1900, regarding 
the administration of the Merchandi&e Marks Act in India We ob^eiv 
that the Board of Trade, m administering the regulation* m foice m th 
United Kingdom, aim generally at the removal of unsatisfactory mark 
lather than at then qualification, but that wbeie this involves difficult 
or hardship they aie content with requiring the addition of the wore 
“Made abioad M whenever such a qualification can be construed as falliu 
witlnn the spirit of the law Your Lordship is confident that we do n< 
desire oui ofoccis to exeici*e greater stringency m tins matter than is tl 
usage of ITis Majesty’s Customs house* m England 

2 In reply we have the honoui to explain that our present practice 
to require the name of the countiy of manufacture to be marked on goo 
manufacture 1 on the Comment of Europe onb when the numiiattiue 
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name and the trade description are expressed m English The object of 
this provision is mainly to protect the consumer, who might otherwise he 
induced to purchase foreign goods under the impression that they were 
manufactured m England, but it has the further effect of safeguarding 
British manufactures against unfair competition We do not understand 
what reason the importer cau have for objecting to indicate the country of 
origin, unless fraud on the consumer is intended As some importers do 
object, it is, m our opinion, probable that they contemplate fraud, and 
they have furnished by their complaints strong reason for insisting on the 
indication being clearly given 

8 We are not aware of the leasous which have led the Board of 
Trade to adopt a lenient application of the Merchandise Marks Act m 
England But we undei stand that the agitation on the subject is based 
on the ground that English trade is injured by teaching the public that 
certain goods could be procuied m other countries than England We can 
hardly consider this aigument to be worthy of serious refutation If the 
foreign manufacturer shared it, he would not wait for a Merchandise 
Marks Act to stampe his goods boldly and clearly with the name of the 
country and place of origin American makers of agricultural machines 
do not require to be invited to conspicuously mark their manufactures , 
they always do show conspicuously the name and address of the manu- 
facturer John Maria Farina is careful to lable each bottle of Eau de 
Cologne with the full address And Lyons silk weavers have yet to be 
found who would object to saying that their silk was made in Lyons 

4 We are satisfied that foreign manufacturers know where then own 
interests lie, and that only when their goods aie inferior they are anxious 
to pass them off as of British ongin We are confident that your Lord- 
ship will agree with us that it will be to the interest neither of the Indian 
consumer nor of the British manufacturer to encourage them m this 
practice 

Bombay Chamber op Commerce, 10th September 1901 

The Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and 
Commerce Depaitment, Simla 

Sir, — -Under the instructions ot the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commeice, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No 4360— S Pl, dated the 19th August 
last, relating to the question of introducing a more lenient 
administration of the Merchandise Marks Act m India That 
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lettei and the documents attached to it have had the most 
caieful consideiation of the Committee, and I am now directed 
to inform you that they aie m the mam m accordance with the 
views expressed m the lettei of the Government of India, 
No. 91, dated I4th Maich 1901 My Committee have discussed 
senatm the five questions piopounded m the Government of 
India’s lettei to the Bengal Chambei of Commerce The 
membeis are of opinion that the use of the English language m 
a tiade descuption or maik should, m the absence of anything 
obviously to the contiary, be, as at present, regarded as 
suggesting that the goods to which such use is applied aie of 
Butish origin It follows that the Committee would not recom- 
mend that the present usage regarding the specific indication of 
foreign oiigm be dispensed with and generally they desire me to 
submit with lespect that, since the woids “made abioad” 
would be liable to misconstruction m India, there is no leason 
for such change m the Act as appeals to be undei con- 
sideiation — I have, $c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secietaiy 

No 1632-1901 

Calcutta, the 14th December, 1901 

From the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, to the 
Secretary, Govepnment of India, Finance and Commerce Depart- 
ment 

In continuation of my letter No 1217 — 1901 of 7th Septembei, 1901, I 
am dn ec ted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to 
reply to youi letter No 4359-S R, dated Simla, 19th August, 1901, on 
the question of a more lenient appkcation of the provisions of the Indian 
Merchandise Marks Act, undei cover of which you forwarded, for the in- 
formation of the Chamber, copy of a Despatch, with enclosures, No 87 of 
28th June, 1901, from the Secretary of State for India, containing the 
latest expression of His Lordship’s views You also forwarded copy of the 
Geneial Order of the Board of Tiade, No 15—1900 of 26th February, 
1900, containing the instructions now in force m legard to the marking 
of foreign goods impoited into the United Kingdom 
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2, After drawing attention to the mam diffeiences between the sys- 
tems of working the English and the Indian Merchandise Maiks Acts* 
you give at some length the views of the Government of India and also 
of the Secretary of State for India with reference to certain relaxations 
which it has been suggested should be introduced into the Indian Mei- 
chandise Maiks Act You then allude to statements which have been 
made as to the Act being of very little value m the way of protection to 
the consumer, and finally intimate that the Government of India are not 
disposed to accept unreservedly the arguments winch have been put foi- 
ward m depreciation of the usefulness of the Act and are detailed m the 
letter You ask the opinion of the Ohambei on five specific points as 
follows — 

(a) Should the mere use of the English language m a des caption be 
considered, as it present, as suggesting that the good^ to 
which it is affixed are of British origin S 
(J>) In cases in which a trade description is held to suggest that the 
goods are of British ongm, would it he sufficient to piovide foi 
the addition of some general tenns indicative of foieign ongm ^ 

(c) If so, are the words “made abioad ” suitable foi use in India 
and pioperly applicable to non Indian goods manufactured 
outride the United Kingdom 2 

{ d ) Do the Committee of the Chamber recommend any fiuther 
ielaxition of the pro\ mons of the Indian Merchandise Maiks 
Act oi of the present practice theieunder 1 
(e) In particulai, would the Chamber recommend the Government 
to dispense altogether with any marking on goods indicative 
of the countiy of origin ^ 

3, In view of the varied and important interests which would he 
affected by any change in the working of the Indian Merchandise Marks 
Act, the Committee considered it advisable, before replying to youi letter, 
to place themselves m communication not only with their own members, 
but also with the mercantile Associations connected with the Chamber, 
and the Calcutta Trades Association They have also had the advantage 
of obtaining the opinions of some of the othei Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce Although there is some divergence of views m the replies, the 
prepondeiance of opinion is strongly against any xelaxation m the woikmg 
of the Act or any interference whatever with its provisions , and it seems 
clear that a large majority of importers do not desire any change m the 
present system of working 
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tinder these cncumstances, the Committee have no hesitation m reply- 
ing in the affirmative to question (a), and m the negative to questions (5), 
(c), ( d ) and (e) 

4 In lecordmg these opinions, I am instructed at the same time to 
draw the special attention of the Government of India to the undesn abi- 
lity of working the English and the Indian Acts undei different systems 
the effect of which is injurious to the internets of Indian importers It 
would appear that, under present conditions, it is possible to import Con- 
tinental goods mto the United Kingdom which do not bear any marks 
whatever either on the goods themselves or on the packages or wrappers 
containing them, as indicating the country of origin Such goods can be 
shipped to India to the detriment of British manufactures The Com- 
mittee agree with the views of the Government of India, as set forth in 
their Despatch No 91 of 14th Maich, 1901, that it is necessary to require 
the country of manufacture to be marked on foreign goods when the 
manufacturers name and the trade description are expressed m English 
m order both to protect the consumer from being induced to purchase 
inferior foreign goods under the impiession that the} were manufactured 
m England, and also to safeguard British manufacturers ag unst unfair 
competition The Committee do not consider that any good reasons have 
been shown for allowing the importation of foreign goods maihed with 
some such geneial description as the words “ made abroad ” 

In conclusion, I am to draw the attention of the Government of India 
to the desirability of securing an identical mode of working the Act at all 
the Indian Custom Houses Their attention has been drawn to the fact 
that different rulings are occasionally given by different Collectors on 
important points, and this, as can be readily seen, is a source of difficulty 
and inconvenience to importers 
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COTTON DUTIES AND TARIFF ACTS. 


No 351 S R 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
Calcutta, the 20th January 1902 
STATISTICS and COMMERCE 
Customs 


NOTIFICATION 

In exercise of the powers conferred by Sections 22 and 23 of 
the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VIII of 1878), m modification of the 
tariff values fixed by the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII of 1894),. 
as amended by the Indian Tariff Act (1894) Amendment Act, 1896 (III 
of 1896), and as fuither altered from time to time by Notifications of 
the Governor General m Council, the Governor General m Council is 
pleased to fix, with effect from the 2bth of January 1902, for the 
articles specified in column 2 of the schedule hereto annexed, the tanff 
values stated m column 4 of the said schedule 
Provided that nothing m this Notification shall affect any additional 
duty imposed under the powers conferred by Section 8A of the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII of 1894), as amended by the Indian Tanff Act 
Amendment Act, 1899 (XIV ot 1899), 

J F FINLAY, Secy, to the G(^t of India, 


No 352 S R 

Ordered that a copy of this notification, and of the schedule herein 
leferred to, be forwarded to all Local Governments and Administra- 
tions 

Ordered also that a copy be foi warded to the Director-Geneial of 
Statistics 

It A. MANT, Under-Secy to the Govt, of India, 

SCHEDULE IV — (Import Tariff.) 

General Duties. 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty 

1 

ANIMALS, LIVING- 
HORSES, Cattle, Sheep, and all 
other living animals of all 


Rs a 



kinds . 

ARTICLES OP POOD AND 
DRINK 

,« i 

* 

Free 

2 

Coffee 

cwt 

28 0 

Five 

per cent* 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

■ 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty. 


| ARTICLES OF POOD AND 


Rs 

a 









DRINK — contd 





3 

Fruits and Vegetables, except 






fresh froits and vegetables 
not separately enumeiated, 
which are free— 






Almonds without shell 

cwt 

, 

50 

0 

Five 

per cent. 


„ m the shell „ 


14 

0 

}j 


» (kagazi) 

3» 

10 

0 



Cashew or cajoo kernels 


14 

0 



Cocoanuts . 

thousand 

27 

0 



„ kernel (kbopra) 

cwt 

12 

0 



Currants, in cases 

„ 

It 

0 



,, m cans 


2S 

0 



„ other 


It 

0 



Dates, dry, m bags 


5 

8 

a 


a a 

„ „ m pots, boxes and 

jj 

4 

0 

j> 


tins 

u 

8 

8 

JJ 


Figs, Persian, dned 

n 

10 

0 



Garlic 

»> 

8 

0 

Jf 


Hops 




Flee 


Pistachio nuts 

cwt 

33 

0 

Five 


Pmnes, Bassora (ala- 




per cent. 


Bokhara) 

„ 

20 

0 

n 


Haisms, black 

n 

b 

0 

» 


„ kishmish 

a 

10 

0 



„ Munakka 

a 

s 

0 

yy 


,, other sorts 


ad valorem] 

)> 


Walnuts 

All other sorts of fruits and 

cwt 

& 

0 

n 


vegetables 


nd valorem] 

H 

4 

Grain and Pulse, including 






broken gram and pulse, but 
not including flour 




Free. 

5 

Mineral and JErated Waters, 






and all unfeimented and non- 






alcoholic beverages 


ad valorem 

Five 






per cent, 

6 

Provisions, Oilman’s Stores 






and Groceries — 





: 

Bacon *. 

lb 

0 101 



-cc -41 
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SCHEDULE IV.— (Import Tariff)— eontcL 
General Duties— contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tanft 

Valuation 

Duty 




Bfl. 



ARTICLES OP POOD AND 





DRINK— contd 




6 

Provisions, Oilman’s Stores 





and Groceries— concld 



Five 


Beef and Pork -J 

tierce of 3 owt 
barrel of 2 owt 

100 0 
75 0 

per cent. 

» 


Biche de mer 

cwt 

50 0 

>» 


Batter . 

lb 

1 4 

» 


Clieese 

» 

0 10 

it 


China preserves m syrup 

box of six ]ars. 

4 8 

91 


» dry, oan 


0 4i 



died 

lb 

» 


Cocnm „ 

owt 

5 0 

» 


Pish maws . 

, t 


Free 


Flour ... c *. 

* 

ad valorem 

Five 
per cent* 


Ghi . . 

Groceries not otherwise 

owt 

SO 0 

it 


described 

, , 

ad valorem 

91 


Margarine * 

lb 

1 4 

19 


Pork hams • 


0 11 

11 


Sago 

cwt 

7 8 

11 


Shark-fins , 

, 


Free 


Bmgally and sozille 




j 

Tapioca 

cwt 

11 0 

Five 

per cent* 


Vinegar, European, m wood 

Imperial gallon 

1 0 

»» 


„ Persian 


1 8 

» »** 


„ Indian , 

All other sorts of provisions, 

a 

0 6 



oilman’s stores and gro 
oenes 

•• . 

ad valorem 


7 

Spices — 


a 

X 



Betelnuts — Goa , 

cwt 

11 0 



„ — m the husk „ 

thousand 

2 0 

11 


„ — all other sorts 

• • 

ad valorem 

11 


Chillies, dry , , 

owt. 

13 0 

» 


Cloves 

3t 

25 0 

11 


„ stems and beads ,« 

a 

8 0 

If 


„ m seeds, narlavang 

»> 

11 0 

11 


Ginger, dry 

»» 

, 20 0 

31 


Haoe 

lb 

1 1 ° 

11 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty. 




Rs a 



ARTICLES OF FOOD AND 





DRINK — condd 




7 

Spices— conoid 



Five 


Nutmegs . ... 

lb. 

0 8 

per cent. 


„ in shell 

»» 

0 5 



Pepper, black ... , 

owfc 

33 0 



„ white . 

it 

C5 0 



All other sorts of spices 

• •• 

ad valorem 

» 

8 

Sugar, Olima, candy 

owt 

18 0 



„ loaf . . 

J> 

15 0 



„ crystallised beet 
„ „ and soft, 


10 0 



from China 


O 

00 



„ , and soft, from 





Mauritius 





and Egypt 
„ soft or raw, other than 
from Mauritius, Egypt, or 

» 

10 0 

a 


China 

„ all other sorts, including 

it 

9 8 

»# 


saccharine produce of all 
kinds and confeofcionery 

1 

1 * M ** 

ad valorem 

a 

9 

Tea, black 

lb. 

0 8 

if 


„ green 


0 10 



CHEMICALS, DRUGS, MEDI 





CINES, AND NARCOTICS, 
AND DYEING AND TAN 
NING MATERIALS 




10 

Chemical Products and Pre 





parations — 





Acid, sulphuric , 

lb 

G U 



Alkali, Indian (sa}]i khar) 

cwt 

2 0 



Alum 

>| 

4 10 



Arsenic . , 


25 0 



„ (China mansil) 

ft 

18 0 



Bicarbonate of soda 


e 8 



Copperas, green , 

f> 

2 12 

t 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tapipf )— eoatd 
General Duiies — coiitd 


Names of Articles 


CHEMICALS, DRUGS MEDI- 
CINES, AND NARCOTICS, 
AND DYEING AND TAN- 
NING MATERIALS— tout t 

10 Chemical Ppoducts and Ppe 

P ARATION S — LOIltd 

LspIo^ive3 ? nimely, blast 
id" gelatine, rhnamite, 
rolmrite, tonite, and all 
other descriptions, in 
eluding detonators and 
blasting fuse 
Sal ammoniac 
Sulphate of coppei 
Sulphur (brimstone), flour 
„ ( „ ), roll 

n ( » )> rough 

All other sorts of chemical 
products and prepara- 
tions, including saltpetre 
and boras 

11 Dfi CGS t M EDjCI * es, A v d Napco- 

TK tj — 

Aloes, olack 
„ Socotra 
Aloe wood 
Asafcetida (hmg) 

„ coarse (Lmgra) 

Atary, Peisian 
Bunsloehan (bamboo cam 
phor) 

Brimstone (amalsara) 
Calamba root 
Camphor, retined, cake 
„ partially refined, 

cake, in blocks of 
about 13 lb 

„ crude, in powder 
Cassia lignea 

China root (chobchim), 
rough 

China root (chobchim), 
scraped 

Cabebs , , 4 

Galang&l, China , , 


Tariff 

Valuation Dat ? 


Five 

ad valorem pei cent, 
27 0 
20 0 
* 0 

* ? 

4 S 


ad valorem I 
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SCHEDULE IT.— (Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty 


CHEMICALS, DRUGS, MEDI 


Es a. 



CINES AND NARCOTICS, 





AND DYEING AND TANN 





ING MATERIALS — concld 




11 

Drugs, Medicines, and Nae- 





cotigs — aoncld 





Pelhtory (akalkara) 

cwt 

50 0 

Five 
per cent 


Peppermint crystals 

lb 

9 0 



Quinine and other alkaloids 





of cbmchona 


, , 

Fiee 


Salep 

cwt 

125 0 

Five 





per cent' 


Senna leaves 


6 0 



Storax liquid (rose melloes) 

jj 

40 0 



Tohacco, unmanufactured 



Free 


„ manufactured 


ad talooem 

Five 


All othei sorts of drugs, 



per cent 


medicines, and narcotics, 





except opium (for which 





see Schedule III) 




12 

Dyeing and Tanning Mate 





rials — 





Alizarine dye, dry, 40 per cent 

lb 

1 4ft 



» j> 50 ,, 

>i 

1 8ft 



„ » 60 „ 

jj 

1 12 

yy 


» ,> 70 „ 

j> 

2 0 i 

f 

D 


j> a 80 ), 

if 

2 4ft 



a jj 100 ,, 

» 

2 12 

yy 


„ „moist,10 „ 


0 4f 

j| 


jj >> » I® j> 


0 7 

jf 


jj a >» 20 ,, 

ft 

0 8ft 

yy 


Aniline J9 „ mdigo blue 

JJ 

0 6ft 

jj 


jj j. Ory 

if 

1 0 

yy 


„ salts 

ft 

ad valorem 

yy 


Avar bark 

cwt. 

5 0 



Buzgand ( gulpista ) 

M 

35 0 

yy 


Cochineal 

lb 

0 11 



Gallnuts ( rayrabolams ) . 

cwt. 

3 0 

ty 


„ Persian 

jj 

45 0 

yy 


Madder or manjit 

jj 

9 0 



Orchilla weed 

>) 

5 8 



Sappan wood and root 

jj 

5 8 

y% 


Turmeric 

3) 

9 0 



All other sorts of dyeing and 





tanning materials 

... 

ad valorem 

' >3 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
Genepal Duties — contd , 


No. 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty. 




Ks a 



METALS AND MANUFAC- 
TURES OF METALS 




13 

Hardware and Cutlery, 
including ironmongery and 
platod-ware, and also includ- 
ing machines, fools, and 
implements to be worked by 
manual or ammai labour 
[ExceptiOiis, whn.li aie f t &8 
Water lifts, sugar mills, oil- 
presses, and parts thereof, and 
any other machines and parts 
of machines ordinarily used 
m processes of husbandry, or 
for the preparation for use 
or for sale of the products of 
husbandry which the Gov- 
ernor General m Council 
may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India , exempt, also 
the following articles used in 
the manufacture of cotton,] 
| namely, bobbins (warping), 

1 fork3 for looms, healds, beald 
cords, heald knitting needles, 
laces, lags and needles for 
dobbies, pickers (buffalo and 
others;, picking bands, pick 
ing levers, picking sticks 
(over and under), reed 
pliers, reeds, shnttles (for 
power looms), springs for 
looms, strappings, and weft 
forks ] 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i ••• 

valorem 

Five 

14 

Machinery, namely, prime 
movers, and component parts 
thereof, including boilers and 
component parts thereof , 
also including locomotive 
and portable engines, steam 
rollers, fire engines and other 
machines m which the 
pnme-mover is not separ 
able from the operative 
parts ( and component 



per cent* 
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SCHEDULE IV.— (Import Tariff)— conid . 
General Duties — eontd 


No. 


Names of Articles 


Per 


METALS AND MANUFAC- 
TURES OF METALS — eontd 


14 


parts thereof), meaning ma 
cbmes or sets of machines to 
be worked by eleotnc, steam, 
water, fire, or other power 
not being manual or animal 
labour, or which before being 
brought into use require to be 
fixed with reference to other 
moving parts , and including 
belting of all materials for 
driving machinery. 


Provided that the term does 
nob include tools and imple 
ments to be worked by 
manual or animal labour, and 
provided also that only such 
articles shall be admitted as 
component parts of maohi 
nery as are indispensable for 
the working of the machinery 
and are, owing to their shape 
or to other special quality, 
nob adapted for any other 
purpose 

Note — Machinery and compo 
nent parts thereof made of 
substances other than metal 
are included in this entry 


Id 


METAi»s,unwroagbtand wrought, 
and articles made of metals— 
Brass, orsidue and leaves, Eu- 
ropean 

„ orsidue and leaves, 
China 

„ patent or yellow me 
tal, sheathing, sheets, 
plates, and bolts , 
j» j> (old) 

„ sheets, flat or m rolls, 
very thm 


lb 




cwt 


j* 


„ wire 

„ all other sorts 


lb 


Tariff 

Valuation 


Dnfcy. 


Rs a. 


Free. 


I 6 
1 2 


Fire 

per cen t* 
>» 


48 0 
30 0 


150 0 
0 7i 
ad lalovem 
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SCHEDULE IV.— (Import Tariff)— contd. 
Glj«epal Duties— contd 



Nam Ps of Articles 


METALS AND MANUFAC 

TUBES OP METALS — i ontd 

15 Metals, nnwrought andwrougbt, 
and articles made of me 
tals — contd 

Copper, bolt and bar, rolled cwfc 

„ brazier’s and sheets J} 

„ nails and composi 

tion nails n 

j» „ 

„ pigs, tiles, ingots, | 

cakes, bricks, and 
slabs }J 

„ Sheathing, plate, and 

raised bottoms „ 

„ China, white cop 

perware lb 

„ foil or dankpana, 

white, lOf in X4im hnndred leaves 
„ foil or dankpana, co 

loured, IU£ m X 4 £ 
in j} 

, wire, not including 

phosphor bronze lb 

„ „ (phosphor bronze) 

„ all other Borte, un- 

man Dfaetured and 
manufactured, ex- 
cepe current com 
of the Government 
of India, which is 
free 

German Silver 
Gold bullion and com 

Gold leaf hundied leaves 


Tariff 

Valuation 


60 0 Five 

per cent* 

68 0 


0 91 
valorem 


IroD, anchors and cables 
„ angle, T, and channel, 
other than Lowmoor or 
Swedish 

„ angle and T, other than 
Lowmoor or Swedish 
(if galvanised) 

>, channel (if galvanised) 


Free 
3 0 Five 
per cent. 
valorem One 

per cent. 


175 0 

valorem 
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SCHEDULE IV.— (Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 


Names of Articles 


Per 


Tariff 

Valuation 


Duty 


15 


METALS AND MANUFAC 
TUBES OP METALS — contd 
Metals, unwrought and wrought, 
and articles made of me 
tals — contd 

Iron bar, Lowmoor and 
similar qualities 

„ „ Swedish 

)> 3 i n nail rod, 

also round rod 
under half an inch; 
in diameter j 

„ „ other kinds 

„ „ „ nail-rod A 

round rod 
under half | 
an inch m 
diameter 
„ „ , (if galva 

msed) 

„ beams, joists, pil!ais ; 
guders, bridge- works, 
and othei such de 
scnptions ot iron 1 m 
ported exclusively for| 
building purposes ] 
j, plate & sheet, Lowmoor] 
and similar] 
qualities 

„ „ Swedish &j 

chaicoal 
„ „ and hoop, 

other kinds! 
„ hoop, other kinds, (if; 
galvanised) 

„ plate, other kinds (if] 
galvanised) 

„ plate, other kinds, (lfj 
tinned) 

„ sheets, other kinds (if| 
galvanised) 

„ sheets, othei kinds] 
(lead coated) 

Iron bai, hoop, plate and] 
sheet, Lowmoor and! 
Swedish (if galvams ] 
ed) 


ton 


ton 


ton 


ton 


cwfc. 


Rs a 


370 0 
155 0 


170 0 
100 0 


105 0 
140 0 


ad valorem 

460 0 
ad valorem | 
115 0 
ad valoreia\ 
1S5 0 
ad valorem 
9 0 

ad valorem] 


One 

! per cent 


co-42 
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SCHEDULE IV— (Import Tariff)— contd 
General Duties— contd 


Names of Articles 


METALS AND MANUFAC 
TUBES OP METALS - contd 

15 Metals, unwrought and wrought, 
and articles made of me- 
tals — contd 

Iron bar (including angle, 
T, and channel) hoop, 
plate and sheet (tin 
ned) 

„ nailB, rose, wire and 
flat headed 
„ nails, clasp 
„ „ other sorts (m 

eluding galvanised 
or tinned) 

yy nutB and bolts, also 
galvanised hooks 
and nuts foi 
roofing 

„ old 
„ Pig 

„ pipes and tubes, m 
eluding fittings there 
for, such as bends, 
boct3, elbows, tees, 
sockets, flanges, and 
the like 

„ rails, chairs, sleepers, 
and fish plates, other 
than those described 
in No 53, also spikes 
(commonly known as 
dog spikes), switches, 
crossings, lever boxes, 
clips and tie bars 
f , nee bowls 
„ ridging, galvanised 
„ rivets and washers, 
all sorts 

„ wire, including fencing 
wire and wire rope, 
but excluding wire 
netting 

„ all other sorts, inolud 
mg wire netting 


Tariff ^ , 

Valuation Bnt 7 




ad valoiem One 

per oent 


acf vaZooem 



2 8 
ad valorem 


Five 
per cent 
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SCHEDULE IV* — (Import Tariff)— 
General Duties— contd 


No 

Names of Artioles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty 




Rs a 



METALS AND MANUFAO I 





TURE8 OE METALS — contd 




15 

Meta ls,ub wrought and wronght, 





and artioles made of me 
tals — contd 





Lametta « 

, Lead, all sorts (except Bheefcs 

•• 

ad valorem 

Five 

per oent. 


for tea chests which are 




free) 

, , 

a 

if 


QmokBilver 

lb 

1 9 

it 


Shot, bird , 

Silver bullion or com, except 
current coin of the Govern- 

cwfc 

15 0 

it 


menfc of India, which is free 

, , 

ad valorem 



Steel, anchors and cables 


3) 

One 

per cent 


„ angle, channel and 




spring 


» 



„ bar and blooms », 

„ basic, all sorts includ- 

• 

3) 

»» 


ing galvanised or tin- 
ned sheets »», 


„ 

3 i 


„ beamB, joists, pillars, 





girders, bridge work, 
and other descriptions 
of steel imported exclu 
sively for building 





purposes * 

H 

n 

if 


„ cast and blistered of 





any kind not specified 
m this number 


n 

)> 


„ hoop 

ton 

140 0 

it 


>, j> (if galvanised) 


ati valorem 

St 


„ nails 

„ nuts and bolts and nail 

* 

a 

St 

: 

rods , 


if 

it 


„ old 

„ pipes and tubes, includ- 

ton 

120 0 

it 


ing fittmgB therefor, 
snob as bends, boots, 





elbows, tees, sockets, 
flanges, and the like . 

ton 

ad valorem 

tt 


„ plates and sheets 
„ plates and sheets pla 


115 0 

a 


mshed „ 

ton 

ad val ore), i 

Si 
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SCHEDULE IV — (Ijipopt Taeipf)— contd. 
General Duties — co/itd 


iO 

Names of Ai tides 

Per 

Taiiff 

Yaluation 

Duty. 


Petals and manufac- 


Es. a 








TJKES OF METALS — t,o ltd 




.5 

MET*LS,iinwroughtand wrought, 





and article s m ule of me 
tals — ct ,ntd 





Steel, plates and sheets, pi tn 





ished (if galvanised) 

ton 

ISO 0 

One 

per cent 


, plates and sheets, plan 
*sbol (if tinned or lead 
coated) 


ad valorem 

t> 


, rails, chairs, sleepers, 
and fish-plates other 
than those described in 





No 5S, also spikes 
(commonly known as 
dog spikes), switches 
crossings, lever boxes, 
clips, and tie bars 


» 

” 


„ rivets and washers, all 





sorts 


ft 

>» 


„ T bars 

» „ » Of 

galvanised) 

5 > 

tinned) 

ton 

115 0 

» 



1G5 0 




ad valorem 

it 


„ wire, excluding wire 





netting 


it 

» 


„ wire rope 

„ all other sorts, mclud 


ft 

» 


mg wire netting 

• 

» 

Five 

per cent* 


Tm, block 

cwt 

85 0 

j> 


„ foil, and other sorts 

• 

ad valorem 

n 


Zinc or spelter, nails 
„ „ plates and 

owt 

20 0 

n 


other shapes, 
soft , 

» 

| 18 8 

» 


,* „ plates and 





other shapes, 
hard 

tt 

12 8 



„ all other sorts 


ad valoiem 



Ail other sorts of metals 


it 

. 

» 
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SCHEDULE IV.— (Import Tariff)— eontd * 
General Duties— contd * 


Names of Articles 


Tariff 

Valuation 


Petroleum, including also 
naphtha and the liquids 
commonly known by the 
names of rook oil, Rangoon 
oil, Burma oil, kerosine, 
paraffin oil, mineral oil, 
petrohne, gasoline, benzol, 
benzoline, benzine, and any 
inflammable liquid which 
is made from petroleum, 
coal, schist, shale, peat or 
any other bitnminous 
substance, or from any 
products of petroleum Imperial gallon 

Petroleum, which has its 
flashing point at or above 
two hundred degrees of 
Fahrenheit's thermometer 
and 1 a proved to the satis 
faction of the Customs 
Collector to be intended 
for use exclusively for the 
batching of ]ute or other 
fibre or for lubricating 
purposes or fuel , , 

All other sorts of oils, animal 
or vegetable (including 
otto of all kinds), and 
mineral, including paraffin 
wax , 

OTHER ARTICLES, 
UNMANUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED 
Apparel, including drapeiy, 
haberdashery, and millinery, 
and military and other um 
foims and accoutrements , 
but excluding cotton hosiery 
(for which see No 29) and 
boots and shoes (for which 
see No 44) and excluding 
also uniforms, and accoutre- 
ments appertaining thereto, 
imported by a public servant 
for his personal use, which 
are free .... 


ad valorem Five 
per cent 


ad valorem Five 

per cent- 
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SCHEDULE IV — (Impopt Tariff ) — contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Nameg of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty* 


i 


Rs a 



OTHEB ARTICLES, UNMA- 





NUFACTURED AND MA 
NUFACTUBED — contd 


1 


18 

Art, Works of, except statuary 





and pictures intended to be 
put up m a public plaoe, 
which are free 

* 

1 

ad 'valorem 

Five 

per cent.. 

19 

Bamboos, common, grass, bay, 





rushes, straw, and leaves . 

•• 

• 

Free 

20 

: 

, Books, printed, including co 





[ vers for printed books, maps, 
charts, and plans, pi oofs, 
music, and manuscripts 

, 

,, 

3* 

21 

Bristles and Fibre, for brushes 





and hrooms 


• 

» 

22 

Brushes and Brooms, all 





sorts 

* 

ad valorem 

Five 

per cent.. 

23 

Building and Engineeping 
Materials, namelv asphalt, 
bricks and tiles, cement of 
all Linde, fireclay, earthen- 





ware pipmg lime, and 

other kinds not otherwise 





described 

*•* 


j> 

24 

Cabinet ware and Furniture 

« * 

a 

it 

25 

Carriages and Capts, includ- 





ing motor cars, bicycles, tn 
cycles, jmrikshas, bath chairs, 
perambulators, trucks, wheel 
barrows, and all other sorts 
of conveyances, and cornpo 
nenfc parts thereof , 


it 

31 

20 

Chinese and Japanese ware, 





including lacquered ware, but 
excluding earthenware, chma, 
and porcelain (for which see 
So, 31) 

Ml 

Si 

13 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff)— contd. 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles* 

Per 

Tariff 

Yal nation 

Duty 

27 

28 

OTHER ARTICLES, UNMA 
NUFACTURED AND MA 
N 0 FACTU RED— contd 

Clocks, Watches, and other 
timekeepers, and parts thereof 

Coal, Coke, and Patent Fuel 


Rs. a 

ad valorem 

Five 

per cent. 

Free* 

29 

Cotton, and Articles made 
or Cotton — 

Cotton, raw 



Fiee. 


„ twist and yarn 

„ sewing thread 

„ Piece goods, hosi 
ery, and all other manu 
factored cotton goods 
not otherwise described 

it* 

i 

ad valorem 

9 1 

a 

Three 

SO 

31 

Earth, Common Clay, and 
Sand 

Earthenware (except earthen- 
ware piping, for whioh see 
No 28), china, china clay, 
porcelain, and imitation or 
false coral 

• 

| 

i 

i 

ad mhienl 

and 

one half 
per cent# 

Free 

Five 

32 

Fans o? all kinds, except 
common palm-leaf fans, 
which are free , 

M 


per cent. 

33 

Fireworks, all sorts, including 
fulminating powder 

• 1# 

tt 


34 

Flax, and articles made of 
Flax, including lmen thread 

$ 4 

u 

>3 

35 

Furniture, Tackle, and Ap- 
parel, not otherwise de 
scribed, for steam, sailing, 
rowing and other vessels 


jj 

it 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty 


OTHER ARTICLES, 
UNMANUFACTURED AND 

MANUFACTURED— contd 




36 

Gums, Gum-besins, and articles 










Copal . .v< 

cwt 

70 0 

Five 

per cent. 


Cntoh and gambier 

55 

20 0 

33 


Gamboge 

lb 

1 0 

») 


Gum Ammoniac 

cwt 

15 0 



, Arabic 


20 0 

>3 


„ Bdellium 

» 

20 0 

31 


„ Benjamin, rae 

33 

23 0 

>3 


„ „ cowrie 

3} 

73 0 

-a 


„ Byeabol (coarse 


25 0 



myrrh) . 

» 

3) 


„ Ohbanum or trank 





mcensa 



Free 


„ Persian (false) 

cwt 

10 0 

Five 
per cent 


Myrrh 

33 

33 0 

33 


Rosm 

All other sorts of gnms, 

» 

4 8 

3» 


gum resins, and articles 
made of gum or gum 
resin, including caout 
chouc and gutta-percha 


ail 'laloiam 

»» 

37 

Hemp, including Manda hemp. 





and articles made therefrom 


31 


3S 

Hides and Skins (excent raw 





or salted hides and skins. 





which are free) including 
parchment and vellum, gold* 
beaters’ skins, and all othei 
descriptions of hides 02 





skins 

• 

33 

» 

39 

Horn 



Free 


1 „ articles made of, noi 

t 




1 otherwise described 


ail valoron 

i Five 

I per cent 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
General Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Duty, 

40 

41 

OTHER ARTICLES, UNMA 
NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED— vontd. 

Instruments, Apparatus and 
Appliances, and parts there- 
of— 

Computing, Dental, Distil- 
ling, Dmng, Drawing 
Educational, Electric, 

Electric lighting, Galva- 
nic, Measuring, Musical, 
Optical, Philosophical, 
Phonogiaphic, Photogra 
phic (including materials 
for Photogiaphy), Scien 
tide, Suigical, ynrveymg, 
Telegraphic, Telephonic, 
Type™ liters, and all 
other sox ts, except Tele 
graphic instruments and 
apparatus, and parts 
thereof, when imported 
by or under the orders of 
a railway company, and 
any instruments, appara- 
tus and appliances when 
imported by a passenger 
as part of his personal 
baggage and m actual use 
by him m the exercise ot 
his profession or calling, 
which are free 

Ivory and Ivory ware— 

Unmanufactured — 

Elephants* grinders 
Elephants’ tusks (other 
than hollows, centres andi 
points) each exceeding 
20 lbs in weight, and 
hollows, centres, and 
points each weighing 10 
lbs and over 

! 

i 

' 

. 

! 

i 

cwfc 

Rs a 

i 

j 

ad valorem 

350 0 

Five 
per cent 

i 

t 

)> 


35 

750 

» 


cc— 4d 
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SCHEDULE IT — (Impopt Tariff)- eonid. 

GFhEPVL DlJTIEb— CO/ltd 


NiiAti of Ai tides 


Tanff ^ 

Valuation Dnt * 


OTHER ARTICLES, UNMA 
NUFVCTUPED AND 
d-lNUFACTERED— t oM 
I\ iEYAND IVOPY-WAPE — LOTlt! 

Elephants* tush3 (other 
thin holloas, centres 
uul points) not less than 
10 lbs and not exceeding 
20 lbs each, and hollows 
centios uul points each 
wu^kmglcss than 10 lbs 
Ehpharts tusks, each lees 
than 10 lbs (other than 
hollo vs, centres and 
points) 

Sea cow or moye teeth, 
each not less than 4 lbs 
Sea-cow or move teeth, 
each not leS3 than 3 lbs 
and under 1 lbs 
Sea cow or moye teetn, 
les3 than 3 lbs 
All other sort*, manuf ictur 
ed and unmanufactured 
h wflllfy \\d Jewels m 
l 1 uinjrplat and othei manu 
ijctares of gold and silver — 


650 0 Five 

per cent 


ad valorem] 


Silver-ware, plain, other 
thm European 

Sdver ware, embossed or 
chafed, other than Eato 
pean 

All other soits, except pre 
c^ous stones and pearls 
un-et, which aie free 

4j Jute, raw . 

„ articles made of, except 
second hand or used gnn 
ny bags which are fiee 

44 Lfathes, and articles made ot 
leather, including boots and 
shoes, harness and saddlery, 


ad valorem 


aJ valorem Five 
per cent 
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SCHEDULE IV — (Impopt Tari ym)~contd 
General Duties — contd 


Names of Ai tides 


Tariff 

Valuation 


OTHER ARTICLES, UNMA 
NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED— cofitd 

Jewellery and Jewels, molud 
mg plate and other manufac 
tnres of gold and silver — 
contd . 

except saddlery of a military 
pattern imported by an officer 
of Her Ma-jesty’B regular for- 
oes and forming part of the 
equipment with which he is 
leqnued to supply himself 
under Army Regulations, 
which is free 

Manurfs of all kinds, including 
animal bones 

Oilcake, also bran, fodder and 
cattle food of all kinds 

Oil cloth and Floop cloth, 
including lmcrusta, linoleum, 
and tarpaulins 

Paints, CoLours, Rasters’ 
Materials, and compositions 
for application to leather, 
wood, and metals — 


atl valo'iCtih Five 
per cent. 


ad valoiem Five 
per cent, 


Lead, red, dry 
,, white, dry 
Oclne, other tbanEuiopean, 
all colouis 
Pamts, composition 
„ pitent dnera 
Tuiptntine 
Veidigns . 

Vei nn lion, Canton 

Zmc, white, dry 
All other soits, including 
glue and putty 


cwt 

Impel ml gallon 
cwt 

box of 90 
bundles 
cwt 


2 4 

ad volcnerii 
15 0 
2 6 
TO 0 
100 0 


c<f valo'ieml 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tapiff)— cofitcl 
General Duties — co/itd 


Names of Aitieles 


Tariff -p. . 
Valuation n ^ 


OTHER ARTICLES UNMA- 
NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED — toaid 

40 Paper, Pasteboabd, Millboard, 
and Caed board of all 
kmd3, including ruled or 
printed forms and account 
and manuscript books, 
labels, advertising ciicu 
lars, sheet or c ird alma. 
nac3 and calendars, 

Chnstmas, Easter, and 
other caids, including 
cards m booklet form, m 
eluding also waste paper 
and old newspapers for 
packing » 

, trtioles made of paper 
and papier mache 

aeex — 

i 

j Gu-^la, basked and unbusked cwt 

j Ki * Uixiclin (zedoary) „ 

P r » ^ h avps ( patchouli) „ 

Rrsf ffuaes, dri^d „ 

Eos*- wao r Imperial gallon 

All vAner ^jrts, e^etpt per 
iumed spirit (*or winch see 
bchcdiJelll; , 

51 Pit:u,T*.p and Da'julf-— 

Bi amen 

Dammer . C wi 

Puck, American and Euio 

r* 1 ? 

>j coal ,, 

I ir A me lie * 1 n and European ,, 

. 

, Turner'll 

r- a , d 1>cl* s In mg, also 
dn^d fm heibana 
PPEvMU-* STONL& i\D PeAPLS, 
unse f r including the stones 
gpiior.ciily known as Cambay 
stones, auch as agates, come 
liana, and onyx) t 


ad valoiehil Five 
per cent. 


\ad talorerii 


ad valorem 

5 0 

1 0 
4 0 

6 0 
4 0 

ad valorem 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff)— contd 
General Duties— co/itd 



U 

So 

56 

57 

SS 


OTHER ARTICLES UNMA 
NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED — contd 


Pulp of wood, straw, rags pa 
per, and other materials 

Printing and Lithogpaphing 
Material, namely, presses, 
type, ink, brass rules, compos- 
ing sticks, chases, imposing 
tables, and lithogiaphic 
stones, but not including papei 


Racks for the withering ©f tea 
leaf 

Railway Material for perma 
nent way and rolling stock, 
namely, cylinders, girders and 
other material for bridges, 
rails, sleepers, bearing and 
fish plates, fish bolts, chairs, 
spikes, crossings, sleeper fas- 
tenings, switches, interlock 
mg apparatns, brake geai, 
couplings and spimgs, signals, 
turn tables, weigh bridges, en 
gmes, tenders, carnages, 
waggons, traversers, trollies, 
trnkes, and component parts 
thereof , also the following 
articles when imported by or 
under the orders of a railway 
company, namely, cranes, 
Tvater cranes, watei tanks, * 
and standards, wire and other 
materials fox fencing 

Provided that foi the purpose 
of this exemption ** railway ” 
means a hue of railway sub 
iect to the provisions of the 
Indian Railways Act, 1890, 
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SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff )— contd 
Gevefal Duties — contd 


No 

Names of Articles 

Per 

Tariff 

Valuation 

Buty_ 


1 


Rs a. 



OTHER ARTICLES UXMA 





MJFACTUBED AND 
MAN UFAC fURED — contd 





and includes a railway con- 
structed m a Native State 





under tbe suzerainty of His 





Majesty, and also «uch turn 
ways ag the Goveinor-Gene- 
ral ’ii Council may, by noti 
Station m tut Gazbit* oj 
Iniir 7 specifically include 
theiem 



Five 

59 

Seeds — 



per cent 


Castor 

cwt 

C 0 

Five 


Cmnmm 


20 0 

per cent. 


„ black 

Linseed 


16 0 



11 

8 0 



Methi 


6 0 

» 


1 Mus^rd, rapo or sarson 


8 0 



Poppy 


7 12 

93 


Quince, LiliuDna 


65 0 

39 


Til oi jmjili 


8 0 

» 


All other sort 3 


ad valousm 

)) 

€9 

Shells and Cowries — 





Chants — large shells for ca- 





meos 

hundred 

15 0 



Gbanks — white, live 


10 0 

Jf 


> 5 u dead 


4 0 

i) 


Cowras 

jj 

cwt 

0 10 

33 


Cowries, bazar, common • 

3 8 

19 


„ ye'low, superior qna 


39 


hty 


5 8 



, Maldr~e 


5 8 

39 


,, sar 1 la 

Mother uf peirl, nacre 

n 

60 0 

31 

11 

Free 


N<tkUa 

cwt 

65 0 

Five 


Tortoise shell 

lb 

1 

9 0 

ier cent 


,, nakh 


4 0 

13 


Ad other sorts, including **r 
tides made of Sshell, not 


13 



otherwise described 

i 

id inloiQiil 

39 


COTTON DUTIES AND TAMED ACTS 


279 


SCHEDULE IV —(Import Tariff)— contd 
General Duties — conid 


Names of Ai tides 


Tariff -n , 
Valuation 11 ^ 


OTHER ARTICLES, UNMA 
NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURED— 


61 SHIPS AND OTHER VESSELS for 

inland and haibonr naviga 
tion, # including steamers, 
steam launches, boats, and 
barges, imported entue or m 
sections 

62 Silk, and articles made oi> 

Silk— 


Bokhara 

Floss 

Pieco goods 
Senmg thiead, China 

Raw silk Chaharam, Cochin, 
China, and Yellow Shanghai 
Muthow 

Other kinds of China 

Waste and Kachra 

Panjam 

Peiaian 

Siam 

All other sorts including 


63 Soap 

64 Specimens illustrative op 

Natural Science, including 
also antique coins and medals 

03 Stationery, excluding paper 
(for which see No 49) 

66 Stone and Marble, and articles 

made of stone and marble 

67 Tallow and Grease, including 

stearins 


7 S Five 

psi cent 

6 S 

od ialoie,>i 3 , 

8 0 


\ad valorem] 


ad valoiem Five 

per cent. 
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SCHEDULE IY — (Iaipopt Tapitf)-- coufd 
Genepal Duties — contd 


No 

J Names of Amides 

Per 

Tang 

Yaiuation 

Duty 




Rs a 



OTHEK ARTICLES, UN1IA 





NUFACTURED AND 
MANUFACTURE D-tontd 




as 

Tea chests of metal or w ood 





■whether imported entire oi 
in sections, provided that the 
Customs Collector is satisfied 





that they are imported foi the 
purpose of the packing ot tea 
ioi transport in bulk 



Free 

69 

Textile Fabpics not otherwise 





described 

- 

ad valoietri 

Five 
pei cent 

70 

Toilet Requisites not other 




wise described 

< 

a 

» 

71 

Toys, including to\ books, and 





requisite^ for all games 


ji 

is 

72 : 

Umbrellas, parasols, and sun- 





se aies of ail kinds 



» 

7a 

Waleing Sticks and sticks for 




nm irehas p irasols, and sun- 
shade^ of ad 1 mds mounted 
and unmounted, driving, rid- 





ms, ai d other whips, fibbing 
rods and lines 




74 

Wood and Tn'LLf (except fire- 





wood, wmch is fret.), and; 
articles made of wood not 
otherwise described 



St 

75 

Wool, raw ♦. 



Free 


„ articles made of, includ- 




ing felt 

All othfr a^ticlfs, manufac- 


ad ‘valorem 

Five 
pei cent. 

76 




tured or unmannf ic f urcd, nor 
described m this Schedule 

• 

u 

?» 
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No 764 of 1901 

Quetta, 20th July 1901 

From Captain H C Webb Ware, Political Assistant, Chagai, to the 

SscpErART, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — I would be favoured by your informing me what is the 
universally accepted meaning of the term 5 per cent ad ialorem 

The Persian Customs Department m Khorasan aie mterpietmg 5 per 
cent ad valorem to mean 5 per cent on the original invoice price as well 
as 5 per cent on the carnage of goods to the frontier, a reading which is 
calculated to handicap the Nushki-Seistan trade loute greatly and to 
place bulky goods of low value at a disadvantage when compaied with 
goods of high value but of small weight — Yours, &c , 

H C WEBB WARE, Captain, 
Political Assistant, Chagan 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 27th July 1901 
Captain Webb Ware, Political Assistant, Chagai Quetta 

Sir, — In leply to your letter No, 764, dated Quetta, the 20th 
July, 1901, I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce to inform you that m India the five per cent duty 
ad valorem upon imported goods is calculated upon the actual 
market value of such goods m the port of arrival This market 
value necessarily covers the cost of importing In cases where 
the Invoice value is taken as the bas*s of calculation, an addi- 
tion of ten per cent thereof is made to cover the cost of impor- 
tation, duty thus being assessed upon 110 per cent of the ongi- 
nal Invoice value The incidence of freight and of duty cal- 
culated thereon must of couise be relatively heavy upon bulky 
goods of low specific value, as compared with light goods 
of high specific value It would appear therefore that the 
Persian Customs Authorities may, consistently with the infor- 
mation given by you, be acting in conformity with the prin- 
ciples generally governing such assessments — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

cc— 44 
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EXAMINATION OF TOWN DUIIES QUESTION 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, oth September 1901 
The Municipal Commissioner for the Cm of Bombay 

Sir, — In June of last ;year the Acting Municipal Seeietaiy, 
on belialt of a Municipal Committee appointed to consider 
certain matters i elating to the Refund of Town Dutie* upon 
Gram, addressed to this Chambei an enquiry as to the expedi- 
ency of rescinding Rule XI and thereby enfoicmg the pioduction 
of import hills before Refund could be claimed m respect of 
exports ol gram by c ea In the leply made on the 22nd June, 
1900, my Committee confined them-elve^ to a brief statement of 
their objections to the particular change pioposed 

2 My Committee feel that the fact of that change having 
been contemplated or entertained by the Municipal Committee 
m question, that the lea^uns aligned for its abandonment, and 
that the alternatives then suggested are such as might possibly 
have ,*r^en from a failure to recognise the euls inherent m the 
present -tun of Refund The extent of tho^e evils having 
recently induced the Uiamber to undertake an exhaustive study 
of the working of the Town Duties duimg the period of the past 
ten years, lam now directed to submit to you certain con- 
clusion* and recommendation* that appear to the Membeis to 
issue from the investigation 

3 Since there wa^ rea-on to belie re that theie exited veiy 
great di>erepancies between the actual expmts of goods subject 
to Town Duty and the quantities of such goods on which 
Refunds had been allowed, a companson lias been made of the 
Municipal returns m this cunnexion and the Custom House 
figures for the same commodities 
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4 In order to eliminate such fluctuations as might in a 
particular year aiise fiom excess of stocks ox ofchei abnoimal 
circumstance the Committee have, as aheady stated, gone ovei 
the past ten years and have taken, as the basis of the con 
elusions airived at, the avenges fui that period both in lespect 
of the Municipal and of the Custom House figures This pio- 
cedurewas made doubly necessaiy by the fact that certain 
Municipal data were found to be given variously m diffeient 
paits of the Annual Administration Repoit of the Municipal 
Commissioner 

5 The following is a summaiy of the Town Duty result* m 
the foim given annually m the Repoit alluded to, but showing 


aveiages for the ten years 1890-91 

to 

1899-1900 

— 


Opening balance 

R* 

14,072 



Revenue 


18,76,964 




_ 


Rb 

13,9I,03o 

Refunds 

Rs 

9,26,677 



Closing balance 

j) 

14,482 




— 



9,41,109 

Net Revenue 


. 

Rs 

9,49,877 

Deduct (lost of Collection 



jj 

64,700 

Actual Profit or Net Revenue after 





payment of collecting changes 



Rs 

8,85,111 


In the Net Revenue, allowance ha* been made foi thiee lakhs of 
Rupees enoneously withheld by the Municipality m 1899-1900 
(see Municipal Report for that yeai, page 245;, although the 
pxopnety of making such allowance might be disputed by peisons 
not natuially captious 

6 The following statement shows the values of total 
Imports and of total Exports as returned by the Custom House 
m all the commodities subject to Town Duty It must be boine 
in mind that the quantities of commodities impoi ted and ex- 
poited, to which these values relate, do not tally witli the 
quantities on winch the Municipality has collected Town Duty 
and made Refunds lespectively The statement aLo shows m 
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i elation to the actud values 
amounts oi Town Duty, Refunds, 
jeais’ aveiages — 

Total Value, Imports of specified 
commodities 

Town Dut\, Gross Revenue 
Total Value, Exports 
Town Duty Refunds 

4 

Balance 

Deduct Cost of Collection as 
before 

Actual Profit to Municipality 


imports and exports the 
All these figures aie ten 

Es 9,90,52,939 

Rs 18,91,036 

„ 7,92,68,810 

„ 9,41,159 

Rs 9,49,877 Rs 2,06,84,129 
„ 64,766 

Rs 8,85,111 


of tine 

&C 


7 The following ratios appear from the foregoing state- 
ments — 


Ratio, Net Revenue to Gross Revenue 
„ Coat of Collection to Gross Revenue 
,, „ „ Net Revenue 

„ „ „ Gro^s Revenue plus Refunds 

„ Town Duty Balance to Trade Balance 
, Actual Profit „ „ 

„ Revenue to Value of Imports 
„ Refunds to Value of Exports 


47 15 p/c 


3 42 
6 82 
2 31 

4 59 
4 27 
189 
1 18 


35 

J> 

n 

jj 

jj 

jj 

jj 


8 Specific enahses of the trade m sepaiate commodities 
subject to Town Duty have satisfied my Committee that there 
exi^t very considerable discrepancies between the quantities of 
totieh goods actually imported into Bombay and the quantities 
on which Town Duty is collected (such differences being mainly 
favourable to the Municipal Revenue) , while the discrepancies 
between the quantity actual 1} exported and the smallei quantity 
on which Refund l&paid largely exceed the difference that ought 
to result from the five rupee minimum it that minimum were 
a reasonable one If that minimum be an indispensable part of 
the system and contribute substantially to the burden thereby 
imposed on trade, the circumstance may explain, but it does not 
palliate this particular defect m the system If a huge piopar* 
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tion of the afoxesaid difference be made up of duty m respect of 
petty exports, then the five rupee limit would appear to be too 
high If such retentions on the other hand repiesent only a 
small pioportion, then the disciedit entailed by the large dis- 
crepancy between actual exports and Refunds must be assigned 
to the general conduct of the Depaitment The Committee do 
not, however, intend at this time to formulate any theory to 
account for the differences m question 01 to assail the Town 
Duty system as a whole It is their present desire to confine 
their criticism to certain of the By-laws which greatly com- 
plicate the proceduie, with the effect, as my Committee are 
satisfied, of imposing on trade m transit a buiden of something 
like one per centum, and of affording occasion foi extensive 
irregularities of a very pernicious kind 

9 Perusal of the By-laws regulating the “General Procedure'’ 
demonstrates the great complexity of the present system , but 
m order to realize what that complexity entails upon the oidi- 
naiy merchant, it is necessaiy to attempt to recover lefuncl on 
goods without resort to expedients not contemplated by the 
Rules The system is m fact so involved that only with the 
best of good will on the part of the staff could it be conducted 
with reasonable promptitude With a little manipulation and 
obstruction on the part of persons who have been permitted to 
acquire a species of vested interest in the routine of the Depart- 
ment, that system becomes a maze of difficulties penetrable only 
by the great houses that have beaten a track for themselves or 
by such otheis as consent to recognise the vested interest 
referzed to 

10 The examination undertaken by the Committee has left 
m the minds of the Members no doubt that the effect of the 
present anangement is to prevent the recovery of Refunds m 
respect of a substantial quantity of goods properly entitled to 
them On the other hand it appeals that the Municipality does 
refund more than half the duty it collects , and if those refunds 
were made m such a mannei as to msuie their really leaching 
the merchants entitled to them, the ground of complaint would 
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be restricted But it is a matter of common knowledge that, 
although the Municipality pays out refunds on a laigei quantity 
of expend, in veiy many cases only a portion of such lefunds 
are actually received by the peisons legally entitled to them, the 
balance presumably going to the members of the unofficial or- 
ganization ahead} 7 alluded to 

11 Throughout the Report of the Municipal Committee 
aheady referied to, and throughout all senous pronouncements 
on the subject, no attempt is made to deny the existence of 
corrupt practices The general ^ense of the Report m question 
is that the present system give* n^e to a laige numbei of abuses, 
but that under that system it is not practically possible to 
abolish tho^e abuses without creating a deadlock In the 
opinion of my Committee the root of all these abuses is the 
By-law requmng the production of import marks as a preliminary 
to recovery of refund The Grain Mei chants’ Association le- 
presented to the Municipal Commissioner that it was not possi- 
ble to comply m good faith with this regulation No one who 
knows the conditions of much of the Bombay giam tiade would 
dispute the perfect soundness of that contention But by way 
of proving that such reproduction of the tiue import marks is 
p3^>ihle, the Municipal Committee appointed to consider the 
matter averted in their Repoit that ‘"The original maiks are 
^bovm h\ mer< hunts m tne export forms and aie certified to by 
the Railway authoiiUts as correct * They thereupon pioceed, 
however, to mow that tlm ai summit 1 * spuiious, seeing that — 
(< A system has giown up by which the requirement* of the Rule 
seem to be only nominally < omplied with Importation bills 
relating to any import of grain and not necessanly to the im- 
port of the gram actually expoited and on which refund is due, 
are said to be made to do sen ice for the bill requued by the 
Rule 1 * Owing to this practice, the Commitiee aie informed 
that a regulai trade in the*e bills is earned on, while it is great- 
ly suspected that the marks are by no means genuine, the ceitiji- 
catts o/ the Railway authorities notuith standing (7) 

Neeerthzlt*% th Committee me not ui Jaioui oj the abolition of 
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the procedure now in force , but would rather propose that more 
checks be adopted for prevention of the f 'muds which cue at pre- 
sent believed to be practised Although it is trne } as stated by the 
Association, that no yuan is produced in Bombay , and that 
therefore all grain exported must previously have been imported 
{but not necessarily within six months before ), still m the opinion 
of the Committee to dispense altogether with identification of 
goods exported with those imported uould be a grave mistale ) as 
it would give ft ee scope to the perpetration of other frauds and 
seriously impair the Toun Duty Revenue ” 

12 At another part of the same Report, reference is made 
to one dated loth February, 1900, by the Acting Revenue and 
Refund Audit Officer, in which he alludes to evidence produc- 
ed m Cuuu to the effect that many descriptions of non-dutiable 
goods enumeiated by imn could be certified by the Railway 
authorities as sugar, which is a dutiable aiticle, and that lefumls 
of duty that had never been paid could be obtained upon such 
certificates He concludes with the dictum that if such frauds 
are possible ru spite of “such identification, ” it can be imagined 
now much easier and how wide-spiead then perpetration would 
become if this essential requirement were withdrawn 1 In the 
opinion of my Committee the leasomng heie indicated is utterly 
un-ound They desire me to submit that, even m the absence 
of any other evidence, the admissions made m the passage allud- 
ed to suffice to condemn the system, and that the only reason- 
able conclusion to be drawn fiom them would be that, since 
these aie the fruits of a system which imposes a nominal comp- 
liance with an impracticable condition, and which so compels 
exporters to foim, directly oi through intermediaries, such rela- 
tions with the Railway and Refund employes as conduce to 
fraud, it would be wise, on every account, to abandon a provi- 
sion that is notoriously a fiction, to eliminate all excuse for 
corruption, and to concentrate eveiy effort upon that which may 
be effectively accomplished — the identification of exported goods 
as belonging to a specified class entitled to refund at a prescrib- 
ed rate The Municipal Committee, m the passage quoted 
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above, have suggested that the abandonment of the provision m 
question might give rise to “ other frauds,” and my Committee 
i egret that the frauds refened to were not specified m ordei 
that the impuitance of this suggestion might be estimated. 
The} do not at present see how the abolition of the rule could 
give use to any fiauds as serious and general as those which aie 
known to exist at pxesent On the contrary, it is the opinion 
of the Committee that if this rule be done away with, the chitti- 
walla and his organization will cease to exist , and for this 
reason they venture to uige upon you the propnety of abolish- 
ing it Such abolition would necessarily carry with it the with- 
drawal ox the six months limit, seeing that the sole laison d'etre 
foi the appointment ot such a limit is in the facilitation of iden- 
tification of goods 

13 The Municipal Committee indicated misgivings as to 
some injury which m their opinion was likely to be done to the 
Municipal Revenue by such a change us is now suggested If 
my Committee could see any reason to shaie these appiehen- 
sions they would make some other suggestion , for they recog- 
nise that money must be found fox the administration of the 
Citj's atfnn- But they conceive it to be incumbent on the Mu- 
nicipality to see that its fiscal arrangements aie not such as to 
call mto being a whole class of suctorial middlemen They can 
perceive no insuperable difficulties attending the effective pre- 
ventive opeiation^ on the hne^ they now have the honour to 
suggest, and thej consider that the only revenues likely to be 
injunoud v affected b} the refoim are those of the ekittiwallas 
and other persons who engage m the counterfeits now piaetised 
In using these teixns, however, they do not desire to be under- 
stood as convening an unqualified censure upon the class of 
professional intermediaries that has come into existence For 
In my Committees opinion the requirements of the identifica- 
tion rule, since they aie utterly impiactitable, are responsible 
for all the evils m question The irregularities that have grown 
trp are simply the result of an endeavour on the pait of trade to 
find an issue from an impale created by the By-law under dis- 
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cussion 3 and although my Committee deal only with the busi- 
ness aspect of the matter, they are not blind to the possible 
view that the worst aspect of these irregularities is m the pubhc 
example they affoid of corruption organised, sanctioned and as 
far as possible justifiable For my Committee are sure that any 
effort to enforce the literal observance of the offending By-law, 
as was suggested by the Municipal Committee, could result only 
in a complete deadlock and a demand foi more extensive reforms 
than are now with the greatest respect submitted for youi con- 
sideration On the other hand they have no doubt that the 
abolition of the provisions legarding the pietended identification 
of particular lots of goods and six months limit within which 
such identification must be made would xesult m such simplifica- 
tion of the whole system as will leave small scope for fraud of 
any kind The point they wish to emphasise is that complexity 
is the root of all the trouble 

14 In making these proposals the Committee, without dis- 
cussing at length their bearing upon each of the separate com- 
modities concerned, wish it to be understood that they have 
considered them m relation to each such commodity and can 
recognise no insuperable obstacle m respect of any one of 
them — I have, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secietaiy 
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WORKING OP THE SEA CUSTOMS ACT 

Madpas Uhambep of Commepci 19th December 1900. 

Fium the Hobble Mr G G Apbithnot, Chaiinun, Chamber of 
Commerce, Madiis, to the Ch upmav, Ch amber of Commerce, Bom- 
ba} 

Deaf Sip,— The question of ceitam difficulties which are experienced 
by importer m the hoiking ot tint poition of the Sea Customs Act 
relating to the le^v nt duty on imported goods has been brought before 
this Clumbers notice with a view, if possible, to the amendment of the 
Act so as to protect importers Bet ore nldiesung Government m the 
matter this Chunbei would be glad to learn what jour views aie on the 
subject, and whether jour Chamber tonudeis it de-ur ible, and would be 
Stilling to join m making a representation to (Government The following 
is a statement of the ci^e which his been pheed before this Cham- 
ber — 

‘ Mn a t of the *ro(hU» imported into M idras are sold ex godown and the 
prne include- import duty (3* on the wholesale market value of the 
good' at the tune ot aunalj and all othei charges incurred between the 
<hip and tlic seller s gudowns To enable seller^ to arrive at the indent price 
of good* tlk»e Uiuges nt added by them on to the c f l terms at the time 
of sale, whuli gener ilh is se\eiul months before the goods ai rive In the 
meantime, the v due of the good-* mat have gone up considerably and duty 
has to be pud on the actual value when goods arrive For instance, cer- 
t un goods >re sold to deilets at R- VO-O, upon which the unpoiter has 
reckoned the u ual 3i , but when the goods imve the> are worth 
Pt* 7 0-0 fa not infrequent oiuirrenee of late; and upon this amount duty 
must be paid Who is to hen the loss u< casioned b\ the difference m duty* 
at present the importers i-c bearing it, but is it very often swallows up 
the greater portion of the loraim^ion nude it i» obvious they cannot con- 
tinue doing «o It appears to us that as the mdentoi u the peuon who is 
reaping the beneht of the rise in the market, he should beai the extra 
duty, and would, therefore, suggest Government be requested to pass an 
order *mnewhat to the following effect -Should the maiket value of the 
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goods on the amval at Madras exceed the contract price thereof and the 
sellers are consequently obliged to piy an mci eased amount of duty on 
such market value to the Customs authorities, the buyers shall pay such 
increased duty to the seller^ m lreu of the duty payable on the contract 
price In the event of the inaiket value of the goods as aforesaid falling 
below the contract price the sellei s shall refund to the buyers the difference 
between the duty paid on the market value as aforesaid and the duty 
payable on the conti act price of the goods 

We further think that certain portions of Section No 32 of the Sea 
Customs Act need amending At present goods detained by the Cus- 
toms authonties are put up to auction, but if the price oflered is, m the 
opinion of the Custom^ Collector, inadequate he may adjourn the sale 01 
buy m the goods and dispose of them for the benefit of the Government 
Now goods sold at some considerable time aftei then amval cannot be 
said to be sold at the market value mlmg “ at the time of importation,” 
as stipulated m Section 30 of the Act We, tkeiefore, think, and would 
suggest, that goods detained by the Customs, official should be sold by 
outnght auction as soon as possible after then detention 

Fin ther we think that the system of paying half the profit obtained by 
sale of detained goods to the ofhcer who detects the undei valuation, and 
not chaigmg hnn when there is a lor>s, is viong m principle and ought 
to be abolished 

We would suggest that importers of goods m langes (such as White 
Mulls, Jacconets, &c ) be allowed to enter the same m the application 
list undei one average price These goods aie sold in ranges and one 
number will not sell without the other At present, however, each number 
has to be given separately m the application, and the Government 
Appraiser is at liberty to stop a portion of the range and let the other 
pass, a course which he not infrequently adopts If the course suggested 
by us is adopted, he will be obliged eithei to pass, or keep, the 
iv hole lot 

We consider that the conti act with the buyer should constitute the 
real market value, but the Customs will not admit this principle The 
present system is aibitaiy on a rising market, but if importers on a 
falling market enteied what they then considered the market value, and 
Government asked for the conti act, the importei would unfairly be m an 
awkard position I hai q, &c , 

GEORGE G APiBUTHNOT, Chairman 



292 


APPENDIX M 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 10th January, 1901 

The Hon’ble Mr G G Arbhutnot, Chairman of the 

Chamber of Commerce, Madras 

Dear Sir,— Your letter of the 19th December last, on the 
subject of certain inconveniences attending the working of the 
Sea Customs Act, under the terms of sale customary m Madras, 
was duly received , but, owing to the Christmas and New Year 
holidays there has, till now, been no opportunity of considering 
it m Committee with the fullness and attention it demanded 
I am directed by the Committee to express their regret for this 
unavoidable delay and to add that, after the most careful con- 
sideration, they are not of the opinion that any useful pur- 
pose would be served by such a representation to Government 
as you have suggested. 

Thanking you on behalf of the Committee for having afforded 
them the opportunity of entertaining the proposal for joint 
action,— I have, $c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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INCREASE IN THE CHINESE IMPORT DUTIES ON 
COTTON 

Telegram from Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce to 
Secretary, Bombay Chamber of Commerce, dated 20th June 1901 — 

“ Are your Committee contemplating protest against any increase in 
Chinese Import tariff on yarn and cloth impoited fiom India h 
Imperial Government have apparently piotested against any 
increase on Imports of opium and nee ” 


Telegram from Secretary, Bombay Chamber of Commerce, to 
Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, dated 26th June 1901 — 

“ Your 839 Committee representing “ to Government injury to 
“ Indian trade likely to attend increase Chinese import duties ” 


No 839 — 1901 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 20tli June 1901 
The Secretary Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — I have this day despatched to your address the following 
telegram — 

Telegram begins — <c Aie your Committee contemplating protest 
“ against any increase in Chinese import tariff on yam and cloth 
“ imported from India P Imperial Government have apparently 
“ protested against any increase on imports of opium and rice 
Telegram ends 

The Managing Agents of the Cotton Mills on thi3 side have addressed 
an urgent representation to the Committee of the Chamber asking them 
to telegraph to His Excellency the Yiceroy with a view to a protest being 
made by the British Government against the raising of the Chinese Import 
Duty on imports of yarns and piece-goods from India As you are no 
doubt aware, a rise m the tariff is probable m order to assist the Chinese 
Government to pay the war indemnity, but it is felt by the Mills here 
that any increase on yarn oi cotton goods exported from India to China 
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would be liiU't dL-&=>t’ou^ m the pre-ent state of the Indian Cotton Trade 
The exports of these descriptions of goods from India to China are vastly 
larger m amount than the exports of rice, and the Cotton Mills represen- 
tatives on this side feel very strongly on the matter Then letter is now 
under the consideution of the Committee of the Chamber — Yours, & c , 

W PARSONS* Secretary 
No 883 — 1901 

Bengal Ch amber of Commerce, Calcutta, 27th June 1901 
The Secpetapy, Chambep of Commepce, Bombaj 
Chinese Import Duties 

Dear Sir,— I have received this morning vour telegram of ^esterdaj’s 
date as follows — 

“ Your S39 Committee lepie^enting to Government injury to 
“ Indian trade likely to attend increase Chinese Import 
u Duties 7 for which I beg to thank you 

Under the direction of the Committee of this Chamber, I hav e des- 
patched to-day the following telegrtm to the Government of India, 
Finance and Commerce Department, Simla — 

* Committee Bengil Chamber of Commerce draw uigent attention 
<k Government of India to seriom> consequences to Indian trade 
* 4 ^hith may result from possible increase import duty m China 
“ on cotton jarn iiid piece-goods imported from India Bespect- 
fullj suggest immediate representation to Imperial Govern- 
“ mem on the rnunei Letter follows ’—Yours, U , 

AY PABSONS, Secretary 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 1st July 1901 
The Secretary to Government, General Department, Bombay 

Sir,— Undei the inductions ut the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber oi Commerce, I hate the honour to beg fihat H E 
the Governor m Council may be pleaded to communicate to 
H E the Viceroy an expression of the giave misgiving with 
which they view the piojeet of an enhancement of the Chinese 
Import Duties as a means of financing the Indemnity demanded 
by the Powers 



2 The Inembers have read with satisfaction the reports of 
'the statements made by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs m the House of Loids on the 21st May, and by Lord 
Cranborne on the 11th June, inasmuch as those statements made 
it clear that the Imperial Government is alive to the injustice 
of throwing upon British tiade the mam part of the buiden 
to be imposed by the Indemnity But other leports have 
seemed to indicate that the position so evident to the Bntish 
Government has not obtained equal recognition m othei quarters 

3 It is the piactice of this Committee nofe to address 
Government on incomplete data But the present case is felt 
to be one m which delay would almost ceitamly involve loss of 
oppoitumty , and as a mattei of fact the principle involved is 
so broad and indefeasible that it alone need be urged 

4 My Committee, theiefore, think it well to expiess to Gov- 
ernment the unanimous opinion of persons acquainted with the 
conditions of trade with China that an enhancement of the 
Import duties to ten per cent acl vcdoiem would be sufficient to 
produce a very substantial decline m the volume of that 
trade and m certain directions to kill it If it weie possi- 
ble to abolish effectually the likm and othei internal chaiges to 
which tiade m transit is subjected m China, the objection 
would be veiymuch less , but it is not considered by those best 
acquainted with the conditions that such abolition could be 
made effective While the chaiges lefened to lemam m foice 
the tiade would probably beai an actual five pei cent duty 
which, my Committee is advised, is not m all cases collected , 
but theie is m commeicial circles m this place a consensus of 
opinion that a ten per cent tariff m conjunction with the likm 
and other dues would disastrously affect the trade and cripple 
Indian spinning and weaving industries which have grown up m 
leliance upon that tiade as one of their chief means of sub- 
sistence 

5 My Committee consider that other sources~of Revenue 
have been indicated by Sn Robert Hart and others, and that 
lesoit to one oi more of those somces would avoid the inequity 
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of imposing upon Bntam the mam buidenofan Indemnity 
which small a part has been claimed by her And while it 
impossible at this distance effectively to tale part m the del 
berahons as to details which must at present occupy the attei 
tion of ministers and the commercial community m Bntam, 
am to beg that H E the Governor may he pleased, m tran 
mitting this respectful representation to the Government i 
India, to beg that H E the Viceroy w ill graciously cause ti 
gist of this Chamber’s view to be communicated by cable to ti 
proper authorities in London — I have, &c , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretaiy 


No 945- 1 901 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 10th July 1901, 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 
China Import Duties 

Dear Sir,— I have the pleasure to enclose, for the information of yon 
Committee, copy of my letter No 884-1901 of 27th June 1901, to ti 
Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Deparl 
meat, Simla, and aho copy of letter No 3595 S R, of 4th July 1901 
from the Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerc 
Department, in reply to the abovementioned letter — Yours, &c , 

W PARSONS, Secretary 

No 884-1901 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

Royal Exchange Building, 
Calcutta, 27th June 1901 

From the Secretary, Bengal Cham be p of Commerce, to theSECRETAR 
Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department, Simla 

Sir,— I have the honour to confirm my telegram to your address o: 
today’s date, as follows — 

w Committee Bengal Chamber of Commerce draw urgent attention 
* Government of India to serious consequences to Indian trade 
11 which may result from possible increase import duty m China on 
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“ cotton yarn and piece-goods from India Respectfully suggest 
** immediate representation to Imperial Government on the mattei 
e< Letter follows 33 

2 I despatched this telegram under the direction of the Committee of 

the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to whom a strong representation has 
been made by the representatives of the vinous Cotton Mills m Bengal 
and the Uential Provinces, who fear that disastrous results may ensue to 
the In di in Cotton Mill industry, especially m its piesent critical condi 
lion, if, as appears likely, a heavy increase takes place m the duty on 
impoits of yarn and cotton goods imported from India into China ^ith 
the view of providing funds to meet the war indemnity which that coun- 
try has to provide The Committee, who find themselves m accord w ith 
the views of the Millowners on this question have noticed a statement 
m the public press that the Imperial Government has notified to the 
powers that Great Britain will not consent to China mci easing the dutv 
on nnpoits of opium and rice If the duties are increased, the exclusion 
of the^e ai tides will only make its incidence moie heavy on othei articles 
ol import Looking at the vast importance of the Cotton Mill mdustiy 
to the welfne of this country, the Committee feel sure that the repiesen- 
t at ion now made will receive the sympathetic consideiation of the Gov- 
ernment of India , and they tiust that His Excellent} may see fit to 
pi ess it without delay on the attention of the Secretary of State for 
India , 

3 The following is an extiact fiom a communication received fiom 
the representatives of the Cotton Mills — 

"The expoits of yarn and cloth to China are enormous, as will be 
“ seen from the following figuies — 

In 1808-99 . R-s 6,29,07,137 

„ 1899-1900 ♦ ,, 6,67,29,935 

„ 1900-1901 . . „ 3,81,30,982 (reduced 

owing to war and growing 
competition of Chinese Mills ) 

{ ‘ Moieovei, an enoimous amount of capital— -chiefly native — is em- 
" ployed m the Indian Cotton Mill industry and it affoids 
dnect employment to about 250,000 labourers m the mills, 
“ apart from the vast additional number of people mduectlv 
“ employed m the growing, ginning, packing, distributing 
“ and canymg, of the raw matenal, and the manufactured 
" pioducts Roughly speaking, the 1,400,000 Bales Cotton 
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1 per annum consumed by Indian Mills support some 
u 7,000,00) to 8,000,000 of the population of India 

1 A^ i' well known, the Indian Mill industry is now m a verv 
4 nmtd condition This is partly attnbut ihle to the war 
! m China ind to the failure of the Indian Cotton Corps 
' m 1890 — hut the chief cause is undoubtedly the falling off 
“ m demand P>r yarn from China, due to the large develop- 
Blent of the mill industry theie during the past few years, 
£< which development has we nndei stand, been largely m- 
duced by the protection already given to locally pio- 
“ duted 20 od* If the tlemmd r* still further cui tailed by 
c any enhancement of the impoit duties, the position of the 
“ tiade will he/ oine moie cntial than ever, and nothing can 
4 save i lar^e number of mills from absolute nun 7 

4 The Committee will fed obliged if they can be informed, as early 
as possible, of my ac tiun w Inch the Government of India may take m 
connection with this matter —I have, &c , 

"W PARSONS, Secretary 


No 3)95 — S R 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Simla, 4th July 1901 

To the Selpft i*>\, Be' o \l Chambef of Cummepcb 

Sir , — I am dire/ ted to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 
27th ultimo and letter of the one d itt, No 8S4, stating that theie will 
be erion* consequences to tie Indnn Cotton Mill industry, if the 
Chinese lmxion duties on Cotton t trn md goods are increased, and sug- 
gesting that immediate lepre-cnta^m should be made to the Home 
Government 

2 In rcplv lam t/unfam yr i tint «m receipt of jour letter a 
telegram; w is addres cd to the Scw.n of St ite on the subject, and that 
a copy of die letter has bun fot warned to Hi„ Lordship by to day’s 
inaih— I have, &e , 

M t N HESELTINB, Assist Secy to the Govt of India 
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No 4868 of 1901 

Revenue Department, 

Bombay Castle, 12th July 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commepge, Bombay 

Sir, — I am dnectel by the Governor m Council to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of youi lettei dated 1st instant, protesting against any proposal to 
finance the indemnity demanded by the Powers fiom the Chinese Govern- 
ment by means of an enhancement of import duties, and to state that a 
cup} of the letter has been forw aided to tho Government of India — I 
have, &c , 

J MEAD, Under Secretary to Government 

No 4997 or 1901 

Revenue Department, 
Bombay Castle, 17th Jul} 1901 
To the Sbcpetv.pt, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — In continuation of my fitter No 4808, dited 12tli instant, I am 
directed to foiw ud foi the information of the Chunhci a copy of a lettei 
from the Government of India, No 3721-S R, dited Xlth idem — I 
h in e, &.c , 

J MEAD, Under Secietaiy to Government 

No 3721 S R 
tfOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Simla, 11th July 1901 

To the Chief Secretary to the Gov frnment of Bombay, Revenue 

Department 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the xeceipt, with your letter 
No 4702, dated the 5th July 1901, oi a copy of a lettei dated the 1st 
idem, fioin the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay protesting 
against my pioposal to finance the indemnity demanded by the 
Poweis from the Chinese Government by means of an enhancement of 
impuit duties, and xecpiestmg that the gist of the protest may be tele- 
graphed to the pioper authorities in London. 

2 In leply I am to inform you that at the instance of the Bengal 
Chamber oi Commerce a telegram was sent to the Sccietary of State foi 
India on the 3id instant legal dmg the serious consequences that will 
ensue to the Indian Cotton Mill industry if the Chinese import duties 
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on cotton-* me mcremed A telegum has now been •sent -stating that the 
Bnui* i Ciumhcr -aippoic the uev of the Bengal Chamber, and a cop> o 
tn It f 1 it i f n *-ha Chamxnn, CL unbei of Commerce, Bombrv, will b< 
fu’W-Ll to tne I mlu Oflico b} this Meeks mail —I haie, Ac , 

B A MANT, Under-Seey to the Govt of India 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 19th July 1901 

The Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

Dear Sir,— * 1 am dneeteJ to convey to you the thanks of the 
Committee ot the Bombay Chamber of Commeice foi youi letter 
No Odd of the 10 tli mst , and accompanying conespondenee, oe 
the subject ot China Impoit Duties — 1 am, &e , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Seuetaiy, 


No 4699 — S R 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

Si ML 4, 17 th September 1901 

ID vd — Tdtgrnm from the Sicpetafy of State for IimiA, dated tin 

13tii fcopk oKr lunl. 

U de ed, vnt a copy of the telegram he for warded to the Director 
Gt 1U A Ui bt iUst’CS 

Ordered iKc dut a‘<»p\ be forwarded to the Bengal, Bombay, 
Madras, Rangoon Karachi and Upper India Clumbers of Commerce— 

H N HESELTINE, Assistant Secretary 

to the Government of India 

lele grain from the Select ipy of State, dated 13th Septeml er 1901 

1 Piutucui of A^iecme ut Poweia and China Signed 7th Septembei 
last Import Duties, ehet tne 9 per tent on Maritime imports including 
art cka hitherto free, except rice, ceieak, foreign flour, come into force 
from 7th November next Exception solely foi Merchandise en loute 
10 dn*> tfc the lade 4 Aftei signature duties Mill Lead taloie/h. 
pending conTcr-sion mto speuht with least possible del ly 1 
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No 6888 of 1901 

Beienue Depaptment, 

Bombay Castle, 2nd October 1901 

the Secretary, Chambep of Comhepce, Bombay, 

Sir, — In continuation of tlie letter from this Government, No 4997, 
ted 17th July last, I am directed to foiward for the information of the 
tamber a copy of the Memoiandum fiom the Government of India, 
i 4786 — S -It , dated 13th Septembei 1901, and of its accompani- 
ents — I have, &c , 

J MEAD, Undei Secretary to Government 

amorandum from the Government of India, Finance and Commerce 
Department, No 4786 — S -B , dated 13th Septembei 1901 — Forward- 
ing copy of the following despatch from the Secretary of State for 
Tndia, No 116 — Bevenue, dated 16th August 1901 — 

“ With reference to youi telegiams dated the 3rd and 10th July, 
and jour letters of the 4th and 11th July, leporting the lepie- 
sentations made by the Bengal and Bombiy Chambeis of Com- 
merce as to the serious consequences to India, of in increase m 
the Chinese import duties on cottons, I foiwaid, for the infor- 
mation of youi Government, copy of a 
■ Letter dated 20th July 1901 lettei* which I have received from the 
Foreign Ofhce on the subject 

“ 2 Having consideied m Council the statement of facts con- 
tained m that lettei, I do not think that any further represen- 
tation on my part m behalf of the Indian Cotton Mill industry 
is practicable The highei duties which the Chinese Govern- 
ment contemplate imposing will affect the British cotton indus- 
try as well as the Indian, and special treatment of the latter is 
obviously not possible 

u 3 I obseive that the Bengal Chambei of Commerce m their 
lettei dated the 27th June and addressed to youi Government 
state that m China fiscal protection is aheady given to locally- 
produced goods, and uige that this piotection will he increased 
by higher import duties I am given to understand that tha 
only protection which the cotton mill industry m China enjoys 
is the indirect effect of the import duties, which are levied for 
revenue purposes, and I am informed that these duties aie impos- 
ed on impoited raw cotton goods, and that the local mills m 
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China me to i laige extent Indian-grown cotton in preference 
to Chinese cotton, Tvh'ch l*, repurted to be weighted by heavy 
inland taxation In the contemplated enchancement of the 
cotton duLcs the present specific duty on imported raw cotton 
■villi be laisea like the present duties on cotton goods to an effec- 
tive fit t percent ad ^alorettu rate Having regard to these 
circumstances lam disposed to hope that the revision of the 
Chinese taiifi may have a smaller protective effect as legaids the 
cotton industry than is apprehended 

1 4 The fear* exposed m the memorial of the Bombay Chamber 
uf Commerce as to the efiect of an enhancement of the existing 
duties to m effective 10 per cent ad lolvrejit luteare obviously 
based on erroneous information as to what is proposed to be 
dune 5 


Later, dated 20th July 1901, from the Foreign Office 

The Marque^ of Lansdowne has had under his consideration your 
letters of th< Vth and 12tli instants, relative to the repiesentations of the 
Bengal and Bonita} Chambers of Commerce, as to the effect on the 
Indian Cotton Mill mdmti} of am mireise on the Chinese duty on 
co f ton* 

I am directed by His Lordship to explain that the special rates now 
juie 1 of i rot ton crouds imported into China were fixed in 1858 and were 
calcUimd un t bu'is iff five pei cent ad xalorea but that owing to 
ffm tuitions in v due these rites no longer repiesent an ad valoi e?/„ 
cqi A \ alc^tcf the pc 1, cent The Chinese Government are entitled by 
trt itv to a pd’o^f ^ revision of the t°nff, and m these circumstances His 
Majt'dys Govunment could not refuse their absent, m conjunction with 
the othex Powers now engaged m negotiations with China, to the duties 
tang itphced on the tieatv basis of m effective five pei cent It is, of 
Cutirse, impossible that an exception should be made m favoui of Indian 
cottons 

Hn> Mijc tv i Govanmem Lave mumaffd that, should the} at some 
future tune find it udvr tide to agiee to if mue tse m the tanff beyond 
the treat} rate of five per cent they will require from the Chinese Govern-* 
meat, by waj of competition, the grant of commercial idvantages, and 
it is not then intention to naive at a deacon with rcgaid to these, until 
they have pertained the views of those concerned in the China tiade 
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FRENCH IMPORT TARIFF 

Madras, 9th August 1901 

The Secpftart, Chamfer of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir — I am directed to solicit your active support m regard to 
the following resolution passed at the Annual Meeting of this Association 
on the 31st ultimo — 

“ That having regard to the temporaiy and unceitam nature of 
" the present fiscal arrangements affecting the importation of Tea, 
“ Coffee and Pepper into Fiance, the Government of India he 
“ strongly uiged to represent to the Secretary of State for India the 
* serious effect that any enhancement of the tariff would have on our 
“ industries and that immediate action he taken m the matter 

The Government of India has been addressed, thiougli the Goveinment 
of Madras, and I trust that youi Chamber will see its way to intimate 
to the foimer Goveinment its full concurrence with the views expressed 
by this Assoc lition 

As the subject of the French Tariff has been fiedy discussed m vinous 
ncwspapeis m India during the last tew months, it is probably un- 
necessary foi me to tioublo you with explanatory notes, hut I shall he 
happy to do this should you express a desire to that effect — I am, &c , 

HAPPY OWEN, Secretary 

Bombay Chamber or Commerce, 16th August 1S01 

The Secretary, United Planters’ Association of Southern 

India, Madras 

Dear Sir, — I am directed by tbe Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, to acknowledge the receipt of joui letter 
of the 9th inst m which you expiess a desire that my Committee 
should expi ess to Go\ eminent its full conciurence m the views 
submitted by youi Association on the subject of the possible 
enhancement of the Fiench Impoit Tariff foi Tea, Coffee ami 
Pepper The matter has had the best attention of my Com- 
mittee, but I <m instructed to say that such mteivention as 
you piopose to them would not, m then opinion, seive any 
useful purpose —I am, &e , 

FREDERICK NOEL PATON, Secretary 
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\\ ORKING OF THE CUSTOMS HOUSE IN BOMBAY 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 13th January 1902 
E Gray, E^q, ICS, Collector of Customs, Bombay 

Sir, — On the 10th August last, I had the honour to convey to 
you an expie^on of the opinion of the Committee of this 
Chambei regarding the proposals made by the Board of the Poit 
Trustees for expediting the passage of goods thiough the Cus- 
toms House Department That opinion was accompanied by an 
offer to depute ceitam memheis of the Committee to discuss 
with y on reitam matter imohed My Committee, having 
received nO reply to that letter, and having meantime continued 
to experience the disabilities which the pioposed ineasuies were, 
m some pait designed to remedy, find themselves obliged to 
resume consideration of the giave delays that are found to 
attend the clearing ol imported goods 

2 The matter has recentl} been the subject of investigation 
by a Sub-Committee, and after examination by that Sub-Com- 
mittee of the nets a-ceitamed, I have been dnected by my 
Committee to communicate the gist of these facts to you The 
enquiry ha^ m the opmum of my Committee, established that 
it is no uncommon tiling for the passage of a set of documents 
through the required routine m the Customs House to occupy 
from tluee to thiee-and-a-half oi e\en foui days. It need 
scarcely be said that such delays aie wasteful, inasmuch as a 
laige number ol employe m Cmmner< ml Offices aie kept wait- 
ing about until a single cleik m the Custom House deals with 
their respettrv e papers It is found that the greatest delay 
occur* m the process of obtaining the original manifest number 
This process appears with striking uniformity to occupy xathei 
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over twenty -foui hours, the documents being deposited with the 
Number cleik on the morning of one day and re-issued about 
noon on the following The getting of the Index Number and 
the passing thiough the Peimanent Deposit Office appear m 
some cases to be done with fair expedition , but the delays m 
the process of appiaizmg aie very senous Thi^ my Committee 
believe to be to a consideiable extent due to the complexity of 
the system m this Department , and they recognise that a certain 
amount of complexity is probably indispensable to secunty from 
fraud But while they do not think that it would be fitting 
that they should offer specific suggestions as to the alterations 
of system wheieby gi eater simplicity might he attained without 
loos of efficiency, I am to submit that both m this Department 
and m that for the issue of Manifest Numbeis delay occurs on 
a scale not consistent with the reasonable convenience of trade 
And I am to add m genet al terms that my Committee have been 
unable to lieai of any valid reason foi the maintenance of the 
usage whereby the Customs House staff concerned, as it is, al- 
most exclusively with the movements of commeice, continues, 
to the detriment of the public convenience, to keep horns so very 
much shortei than the mercantile community with those opeia- 
tions it is piesumably designed to keep pace My Committee 
venture to suggest that a very substantial measuie of improve- 
ment could be accomplished by an increase of the staff, — especial- 
ly in the two departments specified above — and by adoption of 
a rule that all Custom House servants should woik not less than 
from 10 am to 5 p m each day They are informed that theie 
is some impiession that it is necessaiy to let members of the 
appramng staff away early m older that they may keep them- 
selves mioimed about current puces of ai tides , but my Com- 
mittee believe it to be the case that aftei four o’clock is not a 
good time to obtain the information required and that the end 
m view would be best attained by such an increase m the staff 
as would enable each appiaizer m rotation to spend a whole day 
m enquiry — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secietaiy 

cc-47 
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PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OP A BRANCH CUSTOM 
HOUSE AT THE PRINCE’S DOCK 

No 3527 

Bombay Popt Trist, 
Sfcretary’s Office 
Ballard Road 
Bombay, 18tli July 1901 

To the Secpetary, Chambbp of Commepce, Bombay 

Sir,— I am directed to forward for the mfoimation of the Chamber of 
Commerce a cop} of the Docks Superintendents letter No 3755, dated 
18th June 1001, and Trustees Resolution No 236, -dated 9th July 1901 
and to say that as mentioned m para 2 of the Resolution the Commis- 
sioner of Customs has been asked to give the changes proposed by the 
Docks Superintendent his favourable consideration with a view to assist- 
ing the trade of the Port in expediting clearances of import cargo —I 
have, &c , 

H E HART, Secretary 

No 3755 of 1901 -1902 
Bombay Popt Trust 

Supepintlndent’s Office, 

Victoria and Prince's Docks 

Bombay, 18th June 1901 

To the Sfcpeiafy, Popt Tpust, Bomba} 

Sip, A^ it is ver} desiiable that merchants should be given every 
f icilitv m the way of rapidly clearing their goods from the Docks, I have 
the honour to m\ ite attention to one direction m which a good measure 
of reined} might be sought, if the Trustees think proper to move 

2 I refer to the Customs procedure with regard (1) to the payment of 
Imperial Dut\ on goods imported, and (2) m the case of free goods, to the 
obtaining of N_^__bur on the Import document^ The procedure which 
at present earned out at the Fort (Worn House is, of course, entirely 
m the hands of the Customs Department, but, m the general interest of 
the trade, as well as of the Port Trust, the Trustees might feel disposed to 
make a representation on the subject to the Collector of Customs m view 
to that Officer considering whether it would not be possible to transfer 
the procedure to the Prince's Dock Custom House from the Fort 
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3 With regard to dutiable goods, there may be some reasons, which 
5 am not aware of, why Imperial Duty should be paid m the Fort Custom 
House The question can be threshed out however and no doubt the 
Collector of Customs will give due consideration to any representation on 
the point which the Trustees might make The gam m time to merchants 
if Imperial Duty were receded at the Docks, may be put down generally 
as amounting to nearly 2 days and sometimes perhaps over that time 
The same period would be gained by the Trustees for clearance of the 
Transit sheds, which would prove of immense benefit, as the -sheds could 
then be put to much greater use 

4 With regard to free goods, the obtaining of “ Number 35 m the Fort 
is a process that, taking one thing with another, practically means a loss 
of one day before a merchant is m a position to come to the Docks to pay 
his dock charges and clear his goods The gam of even one day would be 
a great advantage however, as the Transit sheds would clear more rapidl\ 

If the Collector of Customs is not disposed to transfer the collection of 
Imperial Duty to the Docks, he may perhaps be able to see his way to at 
least transfer the “ Numbering 53 work, if the Trustees provide accommo- 
dation for the Establishment, I thmk tins might be done by the Trustees 

5 I would like to point out here that the cargo brought to the Docks 
by Messrs Shepheid and Co 5 s steamers is always cleared v ith great rapi- 
dity on account of the facilities provided, foremost amongst which facili- 
ties, is, that the Customs u Numbering ” work is done at the Docks under 
a special arrangement that exists between the Customs Department and 
Messrs Shepheid and Company An extension of the system generally 
to all free goods carried by other companies would be a boon to the trade 
as well as to the Trustees — I have, &c , 

A PANTON, Acting Superintendent 

Bombay Port Trust 
Secretary’s OpncE, 
Ballard Hoad 

Excerpt fiom the Proceeding of a Meeting of the Trustees of the 
Port of Bombay, held on the 9th July 1901 

4 Kesumed consideration of the letter from the Acting Docks 

Coatoms procedure „ Pay- Superintendent, No 3755, dated 18th June 

ment of imperial Duty Pro- 1901 proposing m the general interests of 
posal to transfer the— from the 1 r n 

Fort to the Prince's Dock Cus~ the tiade as well as of the Port Tiust, that 
tom House — 

a repiesentation be made by the Trustees 
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to the Collects of Customs, lequestmg him to tiansfer the procedure 
with regard to the payment of Imperial Duty on goods imported, from 
the Foit to the Princes Dock Custom House, observing that the gam m 
tune to merchants, if Impenal Duty were received at the Docks, may be 
put dow n geneially as amounting to nearly two days, sometimes per- 
haps over th it time, and that the same period would be gained by the 
Tru&tees for cleamce of the Transit Sheds, which would pro\e of im- 
mense benefit, as the sheds could then be put to much greatei use The 
Acting Docks Superintendent states with regard to free goods, that the 
obtaining of “ Number ’ on the import documents m the Fort is a pro- 
cess that, taking one thing with another, practically means a loss of one 
day before a mei chant is in a position to come to the Docks to pay his 
Dock charges and clear his goods, that the gam of even one day would 
be a great advantage however, as the transit sheds would clear more 
rapidly and that the Collector m ty peihap* be able to transfer the 
“ Nuinbeung ” woik also to the Princes Dock Custom House if the 
Trustees provide accommodation foi the Establishment, which, he 
thmks, might be done by the Board The Acting Docks Superintendent 
further remark* that the cargo biought to the Docks by Messrs 
Shepherd & Co 5 s steamers i* always cleaied with great rapidity on ac- 
count of the facilities provided, foremost imongst which facilities, is, 
that the Customs “Numbering” work is done at the Docks under a 
special arrangement that exists between the Customs Department and 
Me*>rs Shepheid Co , and that an extension of the system generally 
to all free "uod* carried by othei Companies would be a boon to the trade 
as well as to the Trustees 

The papers having been circulated to the Trustees were not read 

Read minutes of Trustees thereon 

Risolltiun No 236— In the opimon of the Board it will greatly 
facilitate the clearance of impoit cargoes 
if the two change* piopo*ed by the Docks 
Superintendent are effected, that is, if, m 
the t a*e of all good*, the work of giving 
numbers to Import documents is transferred 
to the Dock* Cu*tom House and, if, m the 
case of dutiable goods arrangements are 
made to recene payments for the Imperial 
Duty also at the Docks 

2 The CommiSMonei of Customs should be 
asked to give the proposals his favorable 
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consideration with a view to the assist- 
ance it would be to the Trade of the 
Port m expediting clearances 

3 A copy of this Resolution and of the Bock 
Superintendent’s letter should be forward- 
ed for the information of the Chamber of 
Commerce 

Tpue Excerpt. 

H E HART, Secretary 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 24th July 1901 

The Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 
Bombay 

Sir, — The Board of the Poit Ti us tees has informed the Com- 
mittee of the Bombay Chambei of Commerce that they have 
submitted to you a suggestion foi the tiansfei to the Bocks of 
the business ot collection of Duty on imported goods , and I 
have, under the mstiuctions of my Committee, the honour to 
express to you then entire concunence m the recommendation 
made by the Port Trustees and then hope that you may find 
it possible to effect what would be a veiy notable improvement 
m the conveniences of the port — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

No 6653 of 1901 

Bombay Custom House, 2nd August 1901 

From E Gryy, Esq , 1,0 S, Collector of Land Revenue, Customs and 
Opium, Bombay, to the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, 
Bombay 

Sip, — I have the honour to state that the Trustees of the Port of Bom- 
bay, have made proposals for the transfer of certain Departments from the 
Town Custom House to the Prince’s Dock Custom House and I presume 
that a copy of the Trustees Resolution dated 9th July 1901, embodying 
the above proposal has been forwarded to you by the Bombay Port Trust 
I shall, therefore, feel much obliged if you will kindly favour mo with an 
expression of the Chamber’s opinion on the proposals referred to — 1 
have, &c , 


E CRAY, Collector of Customs and Opium 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 16th August 1901 
E. Gray, E^q , ICS, Collectoi of Customs, Bombay 
Sir,— Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commeice, I ha\e the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of youi letter No C/66J3 dated the 2nd mst, and 
to >ay that since the Poit Trustees had addressed to the Com- 
missioner of Customs their pioposal for the tiansfer of ceitam 
Custom Home business to the Docks, and since my Committee 
thought it unneces-'ary to do more at that time than express a 
geneiai concunence m the uews set foith by the Port Trustees, 
a letter m such general terms of concurrence was addressed by 
this Chamber to the Commissioner on the 24th July 1901 

I am now dnected to inform you that m the opinion of my 
Committee the proposed transfer of some of the Custom House 
busmebS to the Docks would be of very great advantage to the 
trade of the port I am to add that since the matter appeals 
to be one m uhieh an understanding uould be most easily at- 
tained by conversation, the Committee, should you so desire it, 
will haxe the honour to depute some of their membeis to discuss 
it with you at jour convenience — I have, $e , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 



APPENDIX R, 


INSPECTION OP VESSELS LEAVING BOMBAY 
ON SUNDAYS 

No 3481 of 1901 

General Department, 
Bombay Castle, X9tlx Jane 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— W ith reference to the letter from this Department No 5733 A, 
dated the 3rd November 1900, 1 am directed to inform you that the Gov- 
ernment of India have now decided to exempt shipowners from the pay- 
ment of the fees therein referred to for the medical inspection of vessels by 
the Port Health Staff on Sundays and the four public holidays —I 
have, &c , 

H 0 QUIN, Secietary to Government 


Bombay Chamber op Commerce, 18th July 1901 
The Secretary to Government, General Department, Bombay 

Sir, —With reference to your letter No 3481 of the 19th 
June 1901, 1 am duected to enquire whether the decision of 
the Government of India to exempt shipowners fiom the pay- 
ment of fees for the medical inspection of vessels sailing on 
Sundays and the foui public holidays, applies to Ports m the 
Madras Presidency — I have, &c 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

» 

No 4236 of 1901 

General Department 
Bombay Castle, 24th July 1901 
To the Secretary, Chambep of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, I am directed to say 
that the decision of the Government of India to exempt shipowners from 
the payment of fees for the medical inspection of vessels on Sundays and 
the four public holidays applies to Poits m the Madras Presidency —I 
haye, &c , 

ALES K* KING, foi Secietary to Go\ eminent* 
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NOTICE OP READINESS TO LOAD OR DISCHARGE 
UNDER A CHARTER PARTY 

Bombay, 28th J anusry 1SOI 
The Slcpetafy, Chambep of Commerce, Bombay 

De^p Sir, — W e observe from the excerpts of the Proceedings of the 
Committee during the month of December 1900, that the Ceylon Chamber 
was informed that notice of readiness to load under a Chartei Party must 
be served to the local Agents of the charterers befoie 5 p m , at which hour 
it is stated the Custom House closes — with the proviso that a vessel due m 
ballast may be entered nominally 24 hours prior to her arrival m the port 

May we understand from this that charterers are obliged to accept such 
notice of readmes^ if (a) a steamer irrived unexpectedly m ballast subse- 
quent to 4 p m , winch is the latest hour for entering a steamer inwards 
in Bombay 

(b) If a steamer is only clear of inward cargo after 4pm and cannot 
be entered outwards, through her port of loading being still undeclared 
by charterers, we presume the notice of readiness holds good 

It maintained by some that no notice of readiness served subsequent 
to 4 p m is valid, because, though the Custom House does not actually 
close until 5pm, the hour for entering a vessel expnes at 4pm — and 
the Customs is practic Lily closed at that hour 

We are of opinion that the uvual 24 hours’ notice is accepted to allow 
of such entry being made by the Agents, and for notice to be served by 
the charterers to their shippers — We are, Ac , 

KILLICK, HIXON A CO, 

Bomihy Chamber of Commerce, 31st January 1901 
Me-rs Killick, Nixon & Co 

Dear Sirs, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber uf Commerce to thank you lor your letter of the 28tb 
mst , which has been read with great interest 

Ptegardmg the questions asked by you I am to say that m 
the opinion of the Committee “ (tr) a steamer arriving unexpect- 
edly m ballast subsequent to 4 p m mu-t be accepted by the 
charterers if there is m the Chaiter-Party nothing to the con- 
trary In the second case (/>) presented by you the Committee 
would hold that notice of readiness holds good — I am, <£c , 

FREDERICK. NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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EMPLOYMENT OP COLOURED LABOUR ON MAIL 
STEAMERS 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 17th October 1901 
The Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta 
Dear Sir, — As your Committee aie necessarily aware, the 
Senate of the Australian Commonwealth has ratified that 
amendment to the Postal Bill which piohibits the making of 
Mail Contracts with Steamship Lines employing coloured men 
on boaid their vessels Representation has been made to this 
Chamber regarding the injurious manner in which this enact- 
ment of the Australian Government will affect a veiy large 
number of Bntish Indian subjects , and my Committee, sinning 
the opinion that the subject is one on which the Government 
of India might properly be addressed jointly by the Chamheis 
of Commerce of Oalcuttta and Bombay, direct me to beg that 
you will be so good as to let them know whether youi Com- 
mittee aie disposed to make such joint repiesentation — Yours, 
&c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


No 1426-1901 

Bengal Chamber or Commefce, 

Calcutta, 31st October 1901 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
Devp Sip,— I am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commeice to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 17th instant, m winch 
you draw attention to the ratification, by the Senate of the Australian 
Commonwealth, of the amendment of the Postal Bill, prohibiting the 
making of mail contacts with Steamship Lines employing coloured men 
on boatd their vessels You also intimate th it a representation has been 
made to your Chamber with regard to the injurious manner m which this 
enactment of the Australian Go\ eminent will affect a very luge number 
of Bntish-Indian subjects ,and you suggest that the Government of India 
should be approached jointly by the Chambers of Commerce of Calcutta 
and Bombay on the subject 
cc— 4S 
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I regret the delay which hat, taken place m replying to your letter 
owing to the intervention of the Doorgi Poonjak holidays, when the Pre- 
sident and most of the members of the Committee or the Chamber were 
oat of tow n 

The nutter, however, was considered at the meeting of the Committee 
hdd yesterday, when I was instructed to mfonn you that the Committee 
will he prepared to join with your Chamber m a representation to the 
Government ot India on the subject The Committee would he glad to 
receive, for consideration, as early as possible, a copy of the draft letter 
which you propose to forw aid, and they will then make, without delay, 
any suggestions which may occur to them in connection with it 

It would appear that a further Bill entitled the Immigration Ptestnc- 
tion Bill ha 3 been introduced into the Senate as the Committee have been 
placed m pus-ea-mn of certain Migse^tions which have been proposed by 
the British tnd Foreign Shipping Companies repi evented m Australia for 
the amendment of tlm Bill I should he gUd to know whether vou have 
copies available of either of these Bills, and if so* wkethei you could 
favour the Committee with them foi peiu&al — Yours, Ac , 

W PAP SO NS, Secietary 

Bombay Chamber or Cummprce, 21st November 1901 
The Sixrftari, Bj.ng.vl Chamber, of Commfrce, Calcutta 

Sir, — I nn dueled by the Committee of the Bombay 
Ci'.nnber ol Cmnineice to thank you foi your lettei of the 31st 
ultimo, ou the subject ot the proposed joint representation to 
Government about the Au-tiahan Postal Bill as amended by 
the Austrnhm Senate 1 am to fotward heiewitb a copy of the 
draft appioved by my Committee, to express 1 egret foi the 
delay that has been neoa-eoned by the Diwali Holidays and to 
beg that you will faioui this Chamber with an indication of 
sueh alterations ni additions as may appear to your Committee 
likely to strengthen the diatt lettei foi the purpose had m view 

With rtfeieme to youi leijuest foi copies of the Postal Bill 
in question, I am dnected to say that such copies have not been 
found to be obtainable m Bombay and that it lias not therefoie, 
been possible to accede to youi deme — Youi > 3 4c , 

FULDEItlCK NOEL-PATOY, Seuotaiy 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 19th December 1901 
The Secretary to Government, General Department, Bombay 
Sir, — In view of the fact that the Senate of the Australian 
Commonwealth has lecently ratified an amendment of the Postal 
Bill of the Federated Colonies m a seme prohibiting the making 
of mail contracts with steamship lines that employ coloured 
men on boaid their vessels , and m view of the veiy senous in- 
jury that would be done by such a measuie to the laige numbei 
of Bn tush Indian Subjects employed as seamen, I have, under 
the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce, the honoui to lay the following facts and considera- 
tions befoie Government to the end that the sanction of the Im- 
perial Government may be withheld from the Bill so amended 


2 My Committee have failed to procure a copy of the en- 
actment m question, hut the puipoit ot the measure is not dis- 
puted , and it is cleai that it would m effect veiy gieatly mjuie 
a laige number of Bntisli Indian subjects who at piesent live 
by seivice upon such vessels as would be bailed by the condi- 
tion which it is pioposed to institute The numbei of men so 
seivmg is stated by pe^ons intimately acquainted with the 
facts to amount to some ‘>5,000 on the West Coast of India, 
with probabl} an equal numbei on the East Coast making some 
70,000 m all The following table show's the numbers actually 
shipped m the Bombay Presidency in each of the last ten 
yeais — 


1890- 91 

1891- 2 

1892- 3 

1893- 4 

1894- 3 

1895- 6 

1896- 7 

1897- 8 

1898- 1899 

1899- 1900 

1900- 01 


... 28,839 

30,621 
30,063 
. 27,830 

. 27,930 

27f35 
28,949 
25,454 
29,050 
30 270 
, 28,279 
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Tn the^o numbers dmald be added some five to seven 
thousand men on leave at then bouses In normal times the 
number^ shipped on the East Coast are somewhat lover than on 
the We-t Coa>t , hut since the Bombay Presidency became so 
videly infected with plague the numbers on the East Coast have 
largely increased and aie now probably ecpial to those shown 
above 

3 lam directed to submit that objection to the measure by 
which the employment of these men is to be penalized is m no 
way analogous to a cntiusm of the pimciples embodied m the 
Australian Immigration Restriction Bill, and does not imply 
any denial of Australia's light to contiol puiely Austialian 
affairs The exercise of that right would not dnectly affect the 
conditions under winch the mdustnes and operations of the rest 
of the Empue aie conducted. But my Committee submit that 
the fii-t effect of the Postal Bill as now amended by the Aus- 
tralian Senate mud; be to alter those conditions very seriously, 
to embarrass the shipping industry which is the most impoitaut 
bianch of British Commerce and to dislocate the Impenai System 
of communications m a measuie altogether disproportionate to 
the benefit to be derived from it by the small sea-farmg commu- 
nity of Australia My Committee believe it to be evident that 
the Imperial "terns of communications is a matter for the con- 
trol of the Empue as a whole and that no self-governing colony 
can leasombly claim by vntue of such self-government to 
pie^cnoe the conditions under which all other parts of the 
Empne shall have postal access to it Still less can 
such a colony claim to piescribe in this behalf conditions 
which have the effect of crippling substantially the Marine 
Service of the Nation foi the performance of its functions in 
respect of nthei paits of the Empire It is obvious that under 
the conditions that the Australian Senate seeks to impose, it 
may be impossible to conclude mail contracts on the teims 
hitheito outamed , and unless the Commonwealth be prepared 
to make good the difference m cost 01 unless that policy be 
abandoned under which it has been hitherto sought to maks 
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the mail service of the Empire self-supporting, all classes of the 
King’s subjects inhabiting otkei paits of His Dominions may 
have to pay an meieised rate for Postal communication Such 
piejudice to those communications as must inevitably lesult 
would, m the opinion of my Committee, be most retrogressive 
and greatly to be deploied 

4 I am, therefore, to crave that H E the Governor m Coun- 
cil may be pleased to lepresent these matters to H E the 
Viceioy to the end that he may make to the Impenal Govern- 
ment such communication as he may m Council consider to be 
most likely to prevent the Imperial sanction of the amended 
Bill m question — I have, $c , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chanman 
FREDERCIK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


No 1639-1901 

Bengal Chamber of Commepgl 

Calcutta, 14th December 1901 

The Secpetarf, Chambfr of Commerce, Bomba> 

Defr Sir, —I am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commeice to acknowledge, with thanks, your letter of 21st November* 
forwarding copy or a diaft letter to the Government of Bombay on the 
subject of the objectionable section m the Bill mtioduced into the Aus- 
tralian Parliament to make regulations for the postal and telegraphic ser- 
vices of the Commonwealth, which prohibits the employment of coloured 
labour on board steamers carrying the Australian mails 

I have to express the regret of the Comuutte for the delay which has 
taken place in the consideration of this important mattei which has more 
or le&b been unavoidable Smce the leceipt of youi letter, the Committee 
have been able to procure copies of both the Postal Bill and the Immi 
gration Restriction Bill, and ha\e instructed me to hand you copy of the 
lettei which they propose to address to the Government of India on the 
subject As they desire to forward this simultaneously with the xepre- 
sentation fiom your side, I am to request the favour of a telegram in- 
timating the date on which your letter will be sent m 

W PARSONS, Secretary, 
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Ben g ye Chambep of Commerce, 
Calcutta, 19th December 1901 

Pinm the Sfctetaft, Be\*g u, Chamber of Commepce, to the Secretart, 

Gu\ LPN’iirN r of Intdia, Finance and Coinmeite Department 

S ir — The Committee of the Bengil Chamber of Commerce have now 
before them cop\ of a Bill introduced mto the Paihament of Australia to 
make regulations for the postal and telegraphic services of the Common- 
wealth So far as the Committee understand, this Bill has been remitted 
bv the Senate to the House of Representatives, and is now under consi- 
deration The Bill "being; t measure entirely connected with the postal ar- 
1 moments of i country outside of India, would not have called for notice 
or consideration on the pirt of this Chamber ox foi any representation to 
the Government of Indu, had it not been for a provision m one of its 
sections vv bn h appears to the Committee likely to indict grave injury not 
onh on a section ot His M ijesty s subjects m this country, but on Steam- 
er Companies tarrying Australian Mails , and in the opimon of the Com- 
mittee of tins Chamber w ill also interfere seriously w ith those progressive 
arrangements for the moie rapid carnage of mails which it is the true in- 
terest of ever) country to facilitate and promote 

2 The Section of the Bill to w Inch the Committee refer is Section 15 
A and reads as follow s — 

tl) No conn let oi ari increment foi the carnage of mails shall 
he enreied mto on heb ilf of the Commonwealth unless it contains a 
condition tint onh white labuui shall be employed m such carnage 
(2) Tim condition shall not apply to the coaling and loading 
ot ships at places hejond the limits of the Commonwealth 

The Committee of this Chamber are quite at a loss to undeistand the 
motives whuh have prompted the inclusion of this section m the Bill oi 
on what principle of right and equit) it is based The Committee have 
Ind the opportunity of perusing anotbci Bill mtioduced mto the Austra- 
lian Parliament, which they understand has since passed mto law, the 
object of which is to place cert im restrictions on immigration and to 
provide for the removal from the Commonwealth of prohibited immigrants 
The provisions of this Bill appeal to the Committee sufficiently far reach- 
ing and drastic to protect the interests, of the Australian Commonwealth 
(it it considered the) need protection) from the importation of foreign 
element or cheaper labour from abroad The provisions of the section of 
the Postal Bill now under reference on the other hand appeal to have no 
Well-defined object, as the fact of mail steamers bringing coloured crew*- 
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into the Poifcs. of Australia and carrying them away again cannot possibly 
interfere m any way with the internal labour conditions of the Common- 
wealth 

3 The Committee of this Chamber would respectfully submit that the 
strongest possible piotest should be made against this attempt on the part 
of the Australian Pailiament to impose conditions upon or attempt to 
control what is essentially a part of the Impel lal system of communica- 
tion between different parts of the Empire The Committee hold most 
strongly that no self-governing Colony can reasonably claim by virtue of 
such self-government to pi escribe for other parts of the Empne the terms 
and conditions under which they shall have postal access to it , and they 
would point out that the mteiests of the Australian Commonwealth can- 
not possibly derive any benefit at all from the provisions of this section of 

the Postal Bill which would also be m favoui of foreign as against British 

* 

lines of steamers It is obvious that under the conditions which the 
Australian Senate seeks to impose, it may become impossible to conclude 
mail contracts on the terms hitherto obt lined, with the result that in- 
creased rates for postal communication would have to be p ud by Butish 
subjects m difieient parts of the Empire The Committee cannot but re- 
gard the policy which is indicated by thus section of the Bill as distinctly 
retrograde and utteily unw orthy of the Legislatuie of any part of His 
Majesty’s Dominions 

4 The Committee would now turn to the mjuiy winch, if this Bill 
leceives Imperial sanction without amendment m this particular direction, 
will be inflicted on a large number of British subjects m India who gam 
then livelihood by mautune service The number of Asiatic seamen 
and firemen wdio are at present employed on ocean-going steamers may be 
estimated at probably 70,000 These men are among the most deserving 
and law-abiding of His Majesty s subjects, and it appears to the Com- 
mittee more than unreasonable tbit an} section or number of them should 
be excluded from earning then livincr on the high seas by reason of their 
colour As pointed out above, the Australian P irh iment liav e taken 
sufficiently eftective steps to prevent the immigration of Asiatics into 
Australia, and it appears to the Committee incomprehensible that any 
Government should seek to dictate to the owneis of steamers which visit 
their shores, but winch are ow ned outside of then dominion*, how their 
steamers aie to be worked oi what description of labour the} shall employ 
on board Sub-section (2) of Section 15 A of the Bill, in which it is 
pronded that the conditions of Subjection (1) ^hall not appl} to the 
coaling and loading of ships at places be}ond the limits of the Common- 
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wcilth, would dinost ''Gem to imply that the Aus kalian Government re- 
scued the audit to dicttte, if the} saw fit so to do, the mode m which 
ae-eL were to he loaded or coaled m other parts of the Empire 

5 The Committee feel sure that His Excellency the Viceroy will at 
om e redae the injustice that will he done, unless the section which has 
been leteued to he deleted from the Bill by the Imperial Government, and 
the\ would respectfully request that the strongest possible protest may be 
rn ide against this attempt on the part of the Australian Government to 
interfere witii Asiatic labour beyond the limits of their own jurisdiction — 
I have, &.c , 

W PARSONS, Secretary 

Bomba* Chamber of Commerce, 19th December 1901 
The Secret m, Bengal Chamber of Comiierce, Calcutta 
DrAR Sir, — I am dnected to acknowledge the leceipt of youi 
letter No 1639 of the 14th instant, and to coufiim the following 
telegram despatched to youi address this day — 

tc Australian Bill This Chamber's letter to Government 
forwarded to-day ” — Yoms, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


No 7279 of 1901 

General Department, 
Bombay Castle, 23rd December 1901 

To the Chat r man, Ch \mbep of Commepce, Bombay 

Sip,— I am directed to acknowledge the itceipt of your letter dated the 
19th mutant, regarding the amendment of the Postal Bill of the Federated 
C domes and cu state that it will be forwarded to the Government of 
Iudm —I have, , 


H 0 QUIN, Secretary to Government 
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REDUCED FEES FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 
KEROSINE OIL AT BOMBAY 

No 2469 of 1901 

Bombay, 6th May 1901 

From J Pollen 1 , Esq , LL D , ICS, Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and Abkan, to the Secretary to the Chambep of Commerce, 
Bombay 

Sir, — I have the honour to inform you that it is proposed to levy spe- 
cial fees on the transhipment of Keiosme oil at the Poit of Bombay as 
under — 

Keiosme oil m eases — £ (instead of 1 anna per case as at piesent) 
anna per case 

Kerosme oil m bulk — 2 pies per 10 gallons 

I have the honoiu to request you to kindly favour me with the views of 
the Chambei as to the propriety and suitability of such fees — I have, &c , 

J POLLEN, Commissioner of Customs, 

Salt, Opium and Abkan* 


Bombay Chamber of Commeroe, 16th May 1901 
The Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium & Abkari, Bombay 

— Uiidei the instructions of the Committee of the Bom-* 
bay Chamber of Commerce I have the honoui to acknowledge 
the receipt of youi lettei No 2469, dated 6th May, on the sub- 
ject of the special fees which it is proposed to levy on the tran- 
shipment of Keiosme oil m Bombay I am to beg that yon will 
favoui the Committee with a statement as to whether these 
transhipment, fees aie to apply to all transhipments oi only, as 
hithexto, to transhipments foi foieign ports —I have, Sc c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


cc— 49 
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No 2813 of 1901 

Bombay, 23id May 1901 

From J Pullen, E^i , LL D , ICS, Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium tntl Abluin, to the Secpetapy to the Chambep of Commepcl, 
Dumb iv 

Sn , —In ieph to your letter dated the 16th instant, I have tlie honour 
to inform you that the transhipment fees are to ipply as hitherto, to tran- 
shipments for foreign ports only — I have, Ac , 

J POLLEN, Commissioner of Customs, 

Salt, Opium and Abkari 


Bombit Chamber or Commerce, 29th May 1901. 
The Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium & Abkari, Bombay 

Sir, — Under tilt instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chambei of Commeice, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
leceipfc uf your letters Xo 2463 of the 6th, and No 2813 of the 
23rd mutant and to ^ay that they approve of the special fees 
which it is proposed to levy on the transhipment ot Kerosme 
oil at the port of Bombay — I hat e, $c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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CONVEYANCE OF EERGSINE OIL IN VESSELS 
CARRYING NATIVE PASSENGERS 

No 3079 op 1901 

Genepal Department 
Bombay Castle, 1st June 1901. 

To the Secpetapy, Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 

Sir, — With refexence to your letter dated 29th June 3899, I am 
directed to state that after considering the views of tho^e concerned the 
Government of India have come to the conclusion that the necessity lias 
not been established for prohibiting the carriage of Kerosme oil m native 
passenger ships or foi fixing a maximum limit ot the amount that maj- be 
so earned They are, howevei, of opinion that Iverosme oil and peti oleum 
carried by native nassenger ships should be subjected to eeitam precau- 
tions They aie of opinion that the following conditions should be laid 
down for the guidance of officers who giant ceitificates to masters of na- 
tive passengers ships under section 12 of Act X of 1887 — 

(1) that each consignment is covered by a flash ceitificate, and that 

the flash point is not lowei than that laid down m the Pet- 
roleum Act, 1899 , 

(2) that the tins containing the kerosme oil or peti oleum are en- 

closed m outer wooden cases , 

(3) that the nature of the consignment is marked on the outside 

of the packages , 

(4) (a) that the kerosme oil or petroleum is stowed m the hold 

furthest from the boilers and engines, and as far aw ay as 
possible fioni all lights and fire*, and (b) that it is kept se- 
parate fiom all other cargo , 

( >) that no lights are permitted m the Kerosme oil or petroleum 
hold, and no smoking, etc , allowed anywhere near the hold * 

(6) that duung the voyage great care is taken that only authoiized 

and responsible persons visit the hold, for pieference the 
ship's ofhceis , and 

(7) that the number of passengeis is limitted to the number that 

can safely be taken ofl m the vessels boats xn case of accident* 
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TIig ofiiccn who "rant the certificates above referred to aie empowered 
by cection 15 (1) of Act X of 1887 to -withhold them if there is any dan" 
geious c ugo on board 

2 Of the proposed instructions set forth above, those numbered 1, 2, 
4 (b) and 7, bemc* of an important natme, appear to the Governor 
Gener tl m Council to require careful consideration I am to lequest 
tint you will be so good as to obtain and favour Government with the 
view of the Chamber on the subject — I have, &c , 

H 0 QUIN, Secretary to Government 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 24th June 1901 
The Secretary to Government, General Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committe of the Bombay 
Chamber uf Commerce I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No 3079, dated 1st June, lelatmg to the 
carnage of Keiosme oil m native passengei ships That lettei 
has had the most careful consideration of my Committee with 
special reference to the instructions numbered (1), (2), (4), (6) 
and (7), and I am directed to say that m the view of the Com- 
mittee it would not be desirable to make No (1) apply to Bom- 
bay -eemg that no Keiosme oil can be landed in this port with- 
out having been tested by the Government Analyser 

I am to submit that experience has shown the employment of 
outei wooden ca^es to be unnecessary and that No (2) might 
therefore with advantage be omitted 

Nos (4) and (6) also appear to my Committee to be more strin- 
gent than actual conditions demand , and while they consider it 
desirable to set a limit to the promiscuous storage of Kerosine 
among other caigo they believ e it to be unnecessary to insist 
on its being carried in a separate hold as appears to be contem- 
plated by the clause m question — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretaiy 
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PROPOSED PUBLIC WHARF AT ADEN 
Bombay Chamber or Commerce, 15th November 1901. 
ihe Secretary to Government, Manne Department, Bombay, 
Sir,— Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chambei of Commerce, I have the honoui to refer to the 
correspondence about the Mooting Charge^ at Aden, teimmating 
Fith my lettei of the 31st ultimo My Committee have learn- 
ed indirectly that a Commission under the presidency ol the 
Honouiable Mr W 0 Hughes has been appointed to leport 
upon the question of the proposed wharves at Aden. Being 
given to understand thaL the work of that Commission has 
already been engaged m, they desue to suggest to Government 
with the utmost lespect that it would be well to include the 
question of the Mooring Charges m the reference to the said 
Commission — I have, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

N o 408- G op 1901 

Mapine Depaptment 
Bombay Castle, 18tk November 1902. 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay. 

Sip, — With reference to my letter No 172-G , dated the 28th June 
1900, I am directed to inform you, foi the lmformation of the Chamber, 
that a Commission, presided over by Mr W G Hughes, C I E , F K C , 
M Inst C E , Chairman, Bombay Port Trust, and composed of the 
following members, has been appointed to report on the question of a 
public wharf at Aden — 

(1) Major Davies, First Assistant Resident 

(2) Mr Hormusji Cov asji Drnshaw, of Messrs Cowasji Dmshaw, 

and Bi others 

(3) Mr Bagleliole, Agent of the P and 0 Company. 

(4) Mr Bunm Menahim Me&sa, of the firm of Messrs Menalmn 

Messa 

(5) W H Lockeruian, of Messrs Lockeuuan and Company 
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(0) The Omcer in CYmmnnd of the Guaul Ship or another Naval 

Orheir nounmtcd by the Gouimandei-m-Clnef, East India 
S»j tailion 

The Commission v ill take evidence and report on the feasibility of the 
ditiuent -clitmes winch Ime been proposed foi the construction of public 
at Aden and the prospects of their pro\mg lemumeiative, and 
the points to which then attention will be specially directed are — 

(a) The adequacy of the existing wharves and accommodation 

(1) The probability of tride development as resulting fiom the 

construction of \ public whaif 

(c) The prospect of a sufficient letiun hv dues or otherwise to 

rc.pi^ wi+k interest the loan that may be required to meet 
the coat of construction 

(d) The question whether inoncj to 1 e spent on Aden Haihoui 

would be best spent on a public whaif or on deepening the 
anchorage 

2 The Commission will a^semable at Aden on the 12th December, 
10O1 —I ha^e, Ac , 

ALEX, R KING, foi Secretary to Government 


Biniim Chambui of Commerce, 21st November, 1901 

The Seciexakx to Government, Manne Department, Bom-* 
bay 

Sir, — Under the inductions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce I Irate the houour to acknowledge 
receipt of > our letter No 408, dated the lStk November, com- 
municating to the Chembei (a) the fact of the appointment of 
a Cummiwun to repoit upon the question of a public wharf at 
Aden, (b) the constitution ot that Commission, (c) the issues 
to be lefened to it, and (d) the date on which it is to meet 

2 I am directed to foi ward her with a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to Go\ eminent b} this Chamber on the 28th Febiuary, 
1900, and which expiessed the opinion of the Committee as to 
the relative importance of whai\e& and dredging at Aden 
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3 I am also to lefer to the fact that on the loth instant 
this Committee had the honour to address to Government a 
letter m which it was suggested that Government might take 
into consideration the expediency of including m the refeience 
to the said Commission the question of the projected increase 
m mooting chaiges at Aden — I have, <fec , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chanman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 

No 431-G of 1001 

Marine Depaftment, 

Bombay Castle, 27tli November 1901 

To the Secpetafy, Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 

Sip, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Ietteis dated 
the 15th and 21st instant, and m reply am to state tint the Chanman, 
Aden Poit Commis&iun, has been supplied wifcii t copy of yom letter of 
28 fch Febiuaiy, 1900, and that the question of the pioposed mu ease in 
mooting charge^ lias been included m the reference to the Commission -—I 
have, &c , 

H 0 QUIN, Secretaiy to Government 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 5th December 1901. 
The Secretary to Government, Manne Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instruction of the Committee of the Bombay 
Cliambei of Commeice I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your lettei No 431-G of the 27th ultimo m which you 
state that the question of the piojected increase m the moonng 
charges at Aden has been included in the leference to the Com- 
mission appointed io leport upon the proposed public wharf at 
that Poit 

I am to convey to Government the thanks of the Committee 
foi its compliance with then suggestion m this matter —I 
have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOFL-PATON, Seuetary 
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HOODING CHARGES AT ADEN 

Aden Chamber of Commerce, 22nd Septembei, 1901. 
The Secretapy, Chambep of Commerce, Bombay 

DEAr Sir,— I am directed to inform you that a proposal has been plac- 
ed before the Government of Bombay by the Aden Port Trust, to increase 
the mooring fees at present levied on vessels calling here This Chamber 
has never been consulted or informed of the intention to submit such a 
scheme, and it was only by a chance perusal of the “ Bombay Govern- 
ment Gazette,” dated 22nd August 1901, that a notification was dis- 
covered stating the 23rd of August was the date on which it would be 
under the consideration of the Local Government 

I enclose herewith a copy of the notification, and earnestly beg your 
prompt assistance to prevent the imposition of these additional taxes, 
which are quite unnecessary and uncalled for, and would assuredly tend 
to dnve away much of the shipping at present frequenting Aden 

To demostrate that the finances of the port are in a healthy condition, 
I aho send you a statement, extracted from the Official Administration 
Kepoits, showing the revenue and expenditure from 1st April 1893 to 
31st March 1900, from which you will observe there is a considerable 
surplus Adding to this the balances earned forward from previous 
vears, we find on 31st March 1000 the Port Trust had at its credit m 
cidi and securities the handsome surplus of B&. 1,66,251-5-8 (vide Ad- 
mimtration Beport, 1899-1900, page 12) 

There is therefore absolutely no leason whutevei for the imposition of 
further due=* 

I have learned unofficially that the arguments which the Chairman of 
the Port Trust ha* advanced in favour of the scheme aie — 

1st No revenue is now obtainable from Bills of Health fees, which 
Government decided some time ago was an illegal chaige 

2nd That the shipping does not contribute to the dredging 1 
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As regards the former the total receipts were approximately only 
Es 7,000 per annum, and the surplus shown considerably exceeds that 
figure 

The second contention requires more explanation, and I will quote 
figures from the Official Report for the year ending 31st March 1900, 
showing how the Port Tiust keeps its accounts 

Schedule A is made up of receipts from bunder properties, wharfage 
fees, toll dues and sunchies the expen dituie is foi superintendence, trade 
registration, water police, dredging department, port engineers depart- 
ment, upkeep of buildings, wharves and other properties Total receipts 
Rs 1,48,066-0-3, total expenditure Rs 1,60,306-12-10 

Schedule C consists of receipts from port dues, pilotage, and vanous 
other charges levied on shipping the expenditure is for health officer’s 
department, port officer’s department, pilot department, lighthouses and 
signal stations Total receipts Es 1,52,825-0-0, total disbursements 
Bs 1,07,010-9-2, thus leaving a surplus of Es 45,214-6-10, which is tians- 
fencd to the credit of schedule A and htter then shows a surplus of 
Bs 32,573-10-3 

As schedule A includes dredging, the above proves that schedule 0 
contributes very materially, and this has been the case every year since 
the dredging began m 1891 

The vessels calling here now a-days are somewhat fewer m number, but 
larger in tonnage, than formerly To charge on the tonnage, therefore, 
would be a very heavy tax The present fixed charge of Es 3 per day 
for vessels of any size is fair and leasonable It is noticeable that the 
new scale names special rates for swinging but there are no swinging 
buoys m this harbour, all vessels being tied up stem and stern 

With these facts before you, I trust you will be m a position to repie- 
sent promptly and strongly in the proper quarter that the imposition of 
these additional dues is totally unnecessary and undesirable and, thank- 
ing you m anticipation —I am, &c , 

S MURRAY, 

Honorary Secietaiy 

cc— 50 
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Extract from Bombay Government Gazette, 22nd August, 1901. 
NOTICE 

Under Section 40 ( b ) of the Aden Port Trust Act, 1888, it is hereby 
notified for general information that the Trustees of the Port of Aden 
will submit to the Local Government on the 23rd August, 1901, a draft 
of the prosposed scale of Mooring Pees framed by the Board under the 
above Section of the said Act in substitution of the present scale of 
Mooring Pees sanctioned by Government, under Notification No 102, 
dated 5th September 1893 

The following scale of charges for the use of Port Trust Moorings for 
shipping and discharging Cargo thereat or for the use otherwise of Moor- 
ing by vessels, framed by the Trustees of the Port of Aden under Section 
40 (b) of the Aden Port Trust Act, 1888, is published for general in- 
formation in accordance with Section 40 clause (2) of the aforesaid 
Act * — 


For the use of Moorings, 

Per day or part of day. 

Swinging 

Fixed 






Ks 

Es 

Vessels of 200 

tons 

and under 


2 

3 

200* 

i» 

to 500 tonB 


3 

4 

500* 

n 

„ 800 

13 * 


4 

5 

800* 

3t 

„ 1,000 

13 • 


5 

6 

1,000* 

a 

„ 1,200 

11 * * 

. . 

6 

7 

3,200* 

)i 

„ 1,400 

JJ 


7 

8 

1,400* 

39 

„ 1,600 

j; 


8 

9 

1,600* 

31 

„ 1,800 

»> 

, 

9 

10 

1,800* 

a 

„ 2,000 

33 ** 

, 

10 

11 

2,000* 

a 

„ 2,200 

1) « * 


11 

12 

2,200* 

31 

„ 2,400 

J> • 


12 

13 

2,400* 

13 

„ 2,600 

» 


13 

14 

2,600* 

13 

„ 2,8C0 

»» 


14 

15 

2,800* 

91 

„ 3,000 

33 * 

, 

15 

16 

For every 200 tons or 

fraction thereof in 

ad 



ditit-i * » 

• *. 



• * 

1 

1 


W BEALE, Captain, for Chairman* 


Port Trust Office, 
Aden* 22rd July 1901. 







Total income and expenditure of Aden Fort Trust from 1st April 1893 to 31st March 1900 
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Bombay Chamber or Commerce, 17th Octobei 190L 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Aden 

Dear Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the 
Bombay Chambei of Commerce I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of joui letter of the 22nd ultimo with xeference to the pioposet 
enhancement of the Mooring Fees levied at Aden, and to foiward 
for your information a copy of a lettei which they have addressed 
to the Bombay Government on the subject Yours, <§£ , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary* 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 10th Octobei 1901 
The Secretary to Government, Marine Department, Bombay 
Sir, — The attention of this Chamber has been drawn to a 
Notice published in the Bombay Government Gazette of the 
22nd August last, to the effect that on the 23rd idem the Local 
Government would take into con&ideiation a draft of a proposed 
scale of enhanced charges for the use of Mooring* by vessels m 
the port of Aden 

2 My Committee are informed by the Aden Chamber of 
Commerce that the proposal to so enhance the mooring charges 
has been submitted for sanction to the Local Government with- 
out the representatives of the Tiade and Shipping of the port 
having been given any opportunity foi an expression of their 
views It appears that even the Chambei of Commerce at 
Aden had not been informed of the intention to submit such a 
proposal, and that of the two unofficial members of the Aden 
Port Tni^t one was absent at the time the proposals came be- 
fore the Board, or he would certainly have opposed it, while the 
other actually opposed it and was till nearly a month after the 
publication of the Notice m question ignoiant that the matter 
had been sent forward to Government 

3, My Committee cannot but feel that to move m such a 
matter without home form of consultation with those persons 
aad bodies which, from practical experience, are most likely to 
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he able to pronounce upon the effect that may be produced upon 
commerce is to greatly increase the likelihood of results that 
would be regretted by everyone interested m the port 

4 It is because of a fear of such results and because of the 
serious importance of Aden to the trade of this side of India 
that my Committee permit themselves to repiesent that Gov- 
ernment would be well advised m demanding a full threshing 
out of the matter before any change be made m the existing 
regulations And under their instructions I therefore have the 
honour to beg that His Excellency the Governor may be pleased 
to consider the expediency of delaying sanction to the proposed 
change until fuller examination can be given it. 

5 In support of this petition I am directed for the present 
to submit, firstly, that the Aden Port Trust is m a perfectly 
sound financial position and that there is therefore no imme- 
diate need of resorting to injurious expedients to secure an in- 
crease m its revenues It appears that on 31st March the sard 
body had at its credit m cash and securities a surplus of some 
Rs. 1,66,250, and that m each year it is able to transfer from 
Schedule C to Schedule A a surplus which m normal years 
seems to have ranged about Rs 48,500 Last year was abnor- 
mal inasmuch as there was extraordinary expenditure on plague 
account, and inasmuch as the dredger was sent to Bombay 
for repairs Even so there was a surplus of some Rs. 7,000 
Schedule A is, my Committee undeistand, made up of receipts 
from bunder properties, wharfage fees, toll dues and sundries, 
the expenditure being for superintendence, trade registration, 
water police, dredging department, port engineer’s department, 
upkeepmg of buildings, whaives and other properties Sche- 
dule C comprises receipts from port dues, pilotage, and various 
other charges levied on shipping , while the expenditure is for 
Health Officer’s and Port Officers Departments, Pilot Department, 
Lighthouses and Signal Stations The fact therefore that the 
Revenue undei Schedule C, which is denved from shipping, 
annually contributes so laigely by surplus to the dredging de- 
partment under Schedule A appears to dispose of the contention 
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to the contrary which it is understood has been used as an argu- 
ment for the contemplated change As a matter of fact not 
only does shipping appear to contribute largely to the dredging, 
but the charges levied from it for that and other purposes do 
not seem to be so light as to leave room for any substantial 
enhancement without nst of driving a number of vessels to 
avoid the port or to evade the heavier mooring charges 
by remaining m the outer harbour My Committee are 
informed by persons on whoso opinion they have perfect reliance 
that the danger of this being done is not an imaginary one, and 
that m cases where such a course is followed, the Port Trust 
will lose not only the mooring charges but the charge for pilo- 
tage It is therefore not at all certain that from the smaller 
number of vessels that would use the port under the proposed 
conditions the Trustees would denve any enhancement of their 
revenue, while it is quite certain that the commerce and general 
utility of the port would suffer. Examination of the statistics 
of the port m respect of trade leave little room for doubt that 
the attractions of the port do not m any decisive measure out- 
weigh even the charges at present made , and the serious mena- 
ce offered to Aden by the development of Jibuti and the 
completion of the railway from that place to the Harrar country 
is a reason for the exercise of great caution in the imposition of 
fresh burdens. It must be m the knowledge of Government 
that British and Indian Trade with the opening markets of East 
Africa is at present being most injuriously affected by the com- 
petition of goods carried at low rates by susidised vessels If m 
addition to the present difficulties of obtaining shipment from 
Bombay to East Africa be added any further charges not obvi- 
ously and immediately counterbalanced by such facilities as the 
trade sensibly requires, tho trade of this port will be unable to* 
establish any hold on the new markets If traders have assur- 
ance that such sums as are levied from them are applied m the 
manner which they know to serve them best, they may submit 
even to very heavy burdens , but if au impression be created 
that their contributions may be expended without apparent 
consideration of their wishes ox advantage, they will by one 
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means or another avoid the port where they incur such charges 
And it is because the proposals to which my Committee's at- 
tention has been called appear to them to be pnma facie inex- 
pedient and to have been pressed forward without regard to the 
opinion of bodies representing interests very largely concerned, 
that I now have the honour to convey to you their respectful 
request that the matter may be delayed until it can be ade- 
quately examined.— -I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 


No 360-G of 1901 

Marine Department. 

Bombay Castle, 12th October 1901. 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
10th October 1901, containing a representation from the Chamber re- 
garding the proposed enhancement of the mooring fees levied at Aden- 
and to state that it will be laid before Government — I have, &c , 

ALEX R KING, Secretary to Government, 


No of 1901 

Marine Department. 

Bombay Castle, 18th October 1901, 

To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— With reference to your letter dated the 10th instant, on the 
subject of the proposed enhancement of the Mooring Fees at Aden, I am 
directed to forward for the information of the Chamber extract paragraph 
2 of letter No, dated the 18th instant, addressed by Government 
to the Political Resident, Aden — I have, &e , 

H O. QUIN, Secretary to Government. 


Extract paragraph 2 of this Government letter No 367-G, dated the 
18th October 1901, to the Political Resident, Aden 
2 “lam also to forward herewith for the report of the Port Trustees, 
Aden, and such remarks as you may deem called for, a representation 
from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce regarding the proposed enhan- 
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cement of the mooring fees levied at Aden, and I am directed to request 
that ^hen the proposals of the Poit Trustees are resubmitted to Govern- 
ment the} may be accompanied by a copy of such representation as the 
Aden Ohanibei of Commeice may desire to submit ” 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 31st October 1901. 
The Secretary to Government, Marine Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your lettei No ~ of the 18th October and to con- 
vey to Government the thankb of the members for the considera- 
tion shown to their representation on the subject of the proposed 
enhancement of Mooring Fees in the Port of Aden — I 
have ($nc 

’ ~ ’ FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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AMENDMENT OF THE INDIAN PORTS ACT, J8S9. 

Acts and Regulations — 

BiU to amend Section 6 of the 
Indian Ports Act, 1889, with 
a view to amplify the sanitary 
clauses. 

General Department, Ho 744 

Bombay Castle, 6th February, 1901 
letter from, the Superintendent, Government Central Press 
H o 4266, dated the 9th November 1900 — 

“With referrence to Government Resolution General Department, 
No 5771, dated the 6th instant, I have the honour to report that the 
Bill further to amend Section 6 of the Indian Ports Act, 1889, with a 
view to amplify the sanitary clauses, v ith Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, was published m English m the Bombay Govemn ent Gazette 
of the 25th ultimo ” 


Letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for the Government of 
Bombay, No b —4763, dated the 16th November 1900 — 

<f I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Government Resolu- 
tion No 5771 m the General Depaitment, dated the 6th November 
1900, and to state that after careful perusal of the Bill I have no sugges- 
tions or amendments to offer 

“2 I have not consulted the Health Officer of the Port of Bombay 
as the Government Resolution has been sent to him separately ” 


Letter from, the Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, No 1446, dated 
the 20th November 1900 — 

“ With reference to Government Resolution No 5771, dated the 6th 
instant, I have the honour to submit the following remarks on the draft 
Bill to amend the Indian Ports Act 

“2 The rules to be framed under any clause of Section 6 (l) of Act 
X of 1889 must be consistent with the Act So far as the clause now 
proposed aftects to deal with the sanitary protection of the ports and the 
CG — 51 
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detention of persons arnving m the port, there can be no cloubt, I thinly 
th‘t its pmvBiom are consistent with the amis and objects of the Act, 

I am doubtful, howevu, whether the establishment of samtana for per- 
son> i evident m the puit, or indeed the establishment of sanitaria outside 
the limits oi the port, could properly be regarded as comma: within the 
scope of the Act, and theie can, I think be little doubt that the making 
of linnet merits in one port for the protection of others ports, wliethei in 
or out of Bnti&h Indn, is entirely foreign to the purposes of the Act 

“ 3 Th^re would, I think, be no objection to the regulation of action 
in connection with mb-clau^s (0 to (vO of the draft clause ( p ), hut any 
rules m connection with sub clause (yu) would appear to be open to the 
objection stated m paragraph 2 above The action to be taken m this 
ease must he taken after the vessel has left the port, for otherwise the 
vessel would be governed by mb-clau^e* (i) to (rv) m respect of its arrival 
m mv other poit m British Indn or bv sub clause (v) m respect of any 
death occurring on board before leaving tbc port 

1 4 Further it is submitted that the provisions of the clause as draft- 
ed are somewhat vague and uncertain The mam clause deils with two 
distinct oojech, \iz , (1) the establishment and regulation of sanitaria for 
the segregation of eases or suspicious c of dangerous disease, etc , and 
(2) regulating the action t«» be taken, including the disposal of dead 
bodies It 13 not rnide clear whether the following sub-clauses are in- 
tended to be re id m connection with (2) only, or with both (1) and (2) 
The sub clauses could not grammatically be taken as dependent on the 
subordm ite object of (1) iz , the segregation of persons) and also on (2) 

“ 5 There nothing to indicate clearly who are the persons who are 
to be segregated, ? e , whether they are to be persons on board the dif- 
ferent chs s e> of vessels enumerated in the mb-clauses, or persons living 
m the port and possibly hiving no connection with such vessels The 
clause should, I think, be modified so as clearly to restrict its operation 
to persons of the former class 

“ g The reason for making an} marked distinction between diseases 
common, and diseases uncommon, in Indi \ is not apparent , and if there 
ih any mch re ison, it would appear advisable to define more clearly what 
b meant b} the^e expressions Foi instance, would plague now be le- 
garded as a disease uncommon in India l or if not, at what stage of the 
senes of outbreaks m difterent places did it cea*e to he uncommon 2 and 
m the event of its gradual disappearance, at what stage of such disap- 
pearance will it again become uncommon ] It <?eems that if the distmc- 
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tion is to be recognised, there should he a power given to declare from 
tune to time what diseases are common or uncommon m India 

“ 7 In sub-clause (iv) it is submitted that the words ( to be or 5 might 
be omitted The conditions of the port of departure after the vessel had 
left would not be material ” 


Letter from the Surgeon General with the Government of Bombay, 
No 13779) dated the 20th November 1900 — 

“ With leference to Government Resolution No 5771, General Depart- 
ment, dated 6th November 1900, I have the honoui to state that I have 
no observations to submit with legaid to the propo-ed Bill t-o amend the 
Indian Ports Act, 1889, except to suggest the substitution of ten days 
for seven days m clause p (m) This penod should, m my opinion, 
apply to both cases and deaths from dangerous, infectious or contagious 
diseases 

“ 2 It does not seem to me cleir from the constiuction of this sub- 
clause, whethei the avoids an} death within seven davs previous, <kc are 
intended to apply to deaths hom m} caibo, or onh to those caused by 
the afoiesaid dangerous, infectious or contagious di -eases ” 


Letter from the IJrGiSTRiR, IlEr Majesty’s High Oouft of Judica- 
ture, Appellate Side, Bombay, No 232 >, dated the 22nd November 
1900 — 

‘ I am directed by the Honour* hie the Chief Justice and Judges to 
acknowledge the leceipt of youi letter No 577 1-p , the dated 6th instant, 
forw aiding a copy of a Bill further to amend the Indian Ports Act 1S89 ? 
with the statement of Objects and Reasons, and lequestmg that Govern- 
ment may be f ivoured with their Lordships’ opinion on the provisions of 
the Bill 

‘2 In reply, I am to siy that their Lordships have no remarks to 
offer on the subject ” 

Letter fiom the Superintendent, Government Central Press 
No 4513, dated the 22nd Novembei 1900 

<f In continuation of mv letter No 4266, dated 9th instant, I have the 
honour to report that the Bill further to amend Section 6 of the Indian 
Poets Act, 1889, with a view to amplify the sanitary clauses, with 
Statement of Objects and Pteasons, was published m Marathi, Gujaiati 
and Kanarese in the MvMhtV Goieffcu&U Gazette oi to day’s date,” 
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Letter from the Secretary, Bombiy Port Trust, No 5093, dated 
the 24th November 1900 — 

“ With reference to Government Resolution No 5771, dated 6th No- 
vember 1900, relating to the Bill to amend Section 6 of the Indian Poits 
Act, 1SS0, with a view to amplify the sanitary clauses, I am directed to 
invite a leference to this office letter No 5047, dated 22nd November 
1 900, and to forward herewith an extract of a letter from the Trustees 5 
Solicitor, suggesting certain amendments to the draft bill 3 

Letter ftom the Municipal Commissi on ep for the City of Bombay, 
No 23240, dated the 28th November 1900 — 

“ With reference to Government Resolution No 5771 of 6th instant, 
I have the honour to inform you that I have no remarks to offer on the 
Bill to amend the Indian Ports Act, 1889 ” 

Letter from the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, dated 
the 29th November 1800 — 

“ I am instructed by the Committee of the Bombay Chambei of Com- 
merce to acknowledge the receipt of } our letter No 5771-a of the 6th 
instant, accompanied bj a copy of the Bill to fuitlier amend the Indian 
Ports Act, 1889, on the provisions of winch jou desire to he furnished 
with the opinion of the Chamber 

11 The Bill (together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons) has 
received the careful consideration of the Committee, who have taken the 
oppoitumty of consulting members of the Chamber directly interested m 
it* provisions, and I am to say that the proposed Act meets with their 
entire appioval 5 

Lettei fiom the Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 
No 0966, dated the 30th Detembei 1800 — 

" With refeienee to Government Resolution No 5771 of the 6th ulti- 
mo, forwaidmg for opinion copj of a draft Bill abolishing the Indian 
Quarantine Act, 1S70, and nuking certain amendments m the Indian 
Ports Act, I Live the honour to state that m my opinion the provisions 
of the Bill are suitable md may be adopted with advantage ” 

Memorandum from the Samtatt Commission lp for the Government 
of Bombay, No 5o15-b , fitted the 5th December 1900 — 

Submitting the following letter No 3045, dated the 1st idem, fiom the 
Health Officer of the Port of Bombay — 

u With reference to the Bill to amend Section 6 of the Indian Ports 
Act of 1889, forwarded for my opinion under Government Resolution, 
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General Department, No 5*771, dated the 6th of November 1900, I have 
the honour to offer the following remarks — 

{a) The Indian Ports Act excludes entirely from the operation 
•of any of its provisions vessels belonging to or m the service of Her 
Majesty or the Government of India or vessels belonging to any 
Foreign Prince or State It is doubtful if this is advisable in. the 
case of diseases uncommon m India At present vesbels of all na- 
tions aie subject to the rules diawn up under the Venice Sanitary 
Convention and winch are given the force of law by the Epidemic 
Diseases Act 

(b ) Clause (p), as it at present stands, does not give power to 
segregate contacts or suspects with disease uncommon m India, that 
is, persons fiom plague or yellow fever infected ports— hut see clause 
(p), sub clause iv 

( c ) Clause (p) III —In the third lme of this clause the words 
‘any death occur This is presumed to mean a death from any 

cause whatsoever with m seven days previous to the amval of the 
vessel It is not clear how stepb cm be taken to disinfect the cabin 
oi mattresses m or on which a person died from, siy, small-pox oi 
plague within eight or more days of arm al The dismlection of 
such cabin and bedding is absolutely necessary before another pas- 
sanger is allowed to make u&e of them 

( d ) Clause (p) VI — No power is given for the disinfection of 
cargo of any kind fouled by cholera discharge or on which a small- 
pox patient had been lying In conection with this point, I would 
refer to the opinion expressed by Government m their Resolution 
No 4514 of 28th August 1900 The infected articles therein re- 
ferred to are ‘food stuffs’ and not cargo of any nature w hich may at 
any time be found infected On this point I would, however, in- 
vite attention to paragraph 5 of letter from the Government of India, 
Home Department (Sanitary), No 2185, dated the 10th of July 
1899, embodied m Government Resolution, General Department, 
No 3377 of 3rd August 1899, which states that it is not advisable 
to enjoin the disinfection of cargo m any rules which may be framed 
under the proposed amendment of the Poits Act As a disinfecting 
apparatus is attached to the Port Health Department, contaminated 
articles other than food stuffs can be easily disinfected without 
doing much harm to the articles from a commercial point of view 

(e) ‘ Health Officer’ m the abovementioned clause means, I pre- 
sume, Health Officer of the Port— the Officei appointed undei Section 
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17 of the Ind'an Ports Act and also any additional or Assistant 
Health Officer of the Port — tide Pule 2 of the rules proposed to be 
issued under clause (p) (i) of sub-section 1 of Section G of the Indian 
t uris Act of 1901 tnd turwaided b> the Government of Bombay to 
the Government of India with then letter No 1917, dated the 4th of 
Aprd 1900 * 

the Samtaiy Commissioner observing as follows — 

“/&) It is not intended to detain any but those who are or have 
been so recently sufienng as to be a danger to the community if 
allowed to go awaj As to ‘suspects power to detain them for 
observation should l»e given and this may be done by inserting m 
clause (p) after the woids ‘who are oi have recently been 5 the words 
‘or aie suspected to be 5 

‘(c) This should mean any death from any cause It the death 
is expi tmed to the satisiaction of the Port Health Officer, he takes 
no action 

“The steps to disinfect the cabin, ckc , of any person dying dur- 
ing a vmaue from a disease notified under this Act as dangerous, 
infectious, or contagious, can be taken under the rules to be framed 
under this Section G (p) (l) now proposed to be amended 

‘ (d) It ib clear that the drunfection of cargo is not to be under- 
taken , but circumstances are ditlerent m this country from England 
and =ome power to disinfect cargo actually fouled by persons suffer- 
ing ftuni thole* a or mull-pox should be permitted to the Health 
Office^, espuidh oa it cm he now quicLlj, effectually and as a 
uile haimk'ai} dune 

i e) The w< ida ‘ of the Poit £ may be added to mike it quite 
clear who n the officer referred to, and he nuiy be iuthorized to dele- 
site his powers under this Act to any additional or Assistant Health 
Officer serving under lam ” 

Memonndum from the Commissioned m Sind, Ho 2671, dated the 
5th Decern t er 1900 — 

1 The Commissioner in Sind presents compliments, and, with reference 
to paragraph 1 of (, o\ eminent Peaulution Iso 5771, dated 6th November 

1900, requesting his opinion 

Bill to emend Section 6 of the Iodun Prrts on the Bill marginally noted, 
Act, iSSs, with a vica\ t j amplify the Sanitary , . , 

cUuEta has the honour to submit the 

accompanying copy of letter 

dated 22nd idem, and accompaniments, fiom the Port Officer, Karachi,. 
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indicating the points on -winch experience has shown an amplification of 
the Act necessary The Commissioner has nothing fnrthei to add 

“ 2 The Chamber of Commerce and the Port Trustees, who agreeably 
to the direction of Go\erament were consulted m the mattei, have no 
objection to the proposed amendment of the Act m the dnection indi- 
cated m the Resolution The Plague Committee, Karachi, which was 
also consulted by the CommibSionei, is of the same opinion 

“ 3 The Bill and the Statement of Objects and Reasons was trans- 
lated into the 1 iDflhi language and published m that language m the 
Smdhi part of the Sind Of cud Gazette of the 29th ultimo, and m 
Englibh at pages 11-12 of Part III of that Gazette of the 22nd idem J? 


Lettei from the Popt Officer, Kapachi, to the Co^iiiissioxer m 
Sind, dated the 22nd November 1900 — 

“ With reference to the proposed Bill to amend the sanitary clause of 
Section G of the Indian Ports Act X of 1889, received undei jouren- 
doisement No 25S5, dated 17th November 1900, I lnve the honour to 
repoit that it appears to me to conk m the necessary pov er a fui flaming 
leguHtiuns to deal with vessels curjmg oi likeb to carry ca^es of dan- 
gerous, infectious diseases unco jn /non m India It alsogne^ the necessary 
poveis to regulate the action to be taken vith lespect to a easels on 
which theie may be diseases com //ion in India, but it does not provide 
for action being taken against \es»els arming from Indian infected Port 
without cases ha\ing occuried on boml The Port Health Officer and 
the Special Poit Health Officer, who weie consulted m the matter, are of 
opinion that piovision should be made m the Bill for such a contigency 
und I agree with them ( epics of their reports are heiewith forwaided 
for your information 

“ 2 Their second recommendation, which is also worthy of considera- 
tion, is, however, I find, untenable m terms of paragraph 5 of the Gov- 
ernment of India’s letter embodied m Government Resolution JSTo 3377, 
dated 3rd August 1899, General Department 

u 3 I take this oppoitunity to urge that provisions for the following 
mattei s, which are found by expenence to be necessary, maj also be 
inserted m the Bill, and request that you will be so good as to move 
Government accordingly — 

Undei Clauses (A) and ( i ) of Section 6 

> I— -For levying fees oi taxes for licensing vessels 

II— For fixing iates.of hire. 
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XU— For compelling licensed vessels to ply for hire 
IV — For fixing the number of crew to be carried by vessels 
V — For fixing the rates to be paid for the use of such mooring^ 
buojSj etc 

(a) Harbour Crafts are licensed under Clause (l) of Section 6 but 
the Remembrancei of Legal Allans states in paragraph 8 of his letter 
embodied m Government Resolution No 3195, dated 13th May 
1895, Judicial Department, that there is no provision m that clause 
for the levy of fees for licensing 

II and III 

(}!) Further, no piovision exists for fixing rates of hire for the 
information of passengers and the rule framed by the Madras Gov- 
ernment compelling buat owners to ply for hire was held to be ul'ra 
b> the Madias High Court, vide correspondence received 
under jour endorsement No 3147, dated 6th July 1898 
IV 

(c) The clause also doe3 not empower the Local Government to 
determine the number of crew to be can led by Harbour Craft and 
Clause (/*) of that Section apparently permits only the regulating of 
the portion of the total number, who must be on board m case of 
accidents The present Port Rule No 23 (iide page 9 of copy of 
rules attached) iiamed under Section 6 (k) of the Indian Port Act 
is ultra lire: 

Y 

(d) It ib held that fee* for the use of moorings cannot properly 
bj levied under Section 35, but only fees for so vices rendered m 
mooring ves-eh, iide correspondence received under endorsement 
No 1704, dated 8th August 1900 As the cost of buoys, etc , is 
debitable under Section 36 (5) (l) to the { Port Fund,’ I think the 
receipts for the use of such buoys, etc , should also be credited to it, 
and this can lie provided for by adding at the end of clause (i) of 
Section 6 the words ‘ and for fixing the rates to he paid for the use 
of such moorings, buojs, etc ’ i 

Letter from the Health Oieigep of the Popt of Karachi to the 
Port Gffioep, Karachi, No 563, dated the 20th November 1900 — 

“ With reference to your forwarding memorandum No 1859, dated 
19th instant, below the Commissioner m Sind’s No 2585, General 
Department, dated 17th ingtant (herewith returned), I have the honour 
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to point out that it seems desirable to add a clause between clauses III 
and IV under ( p ) of the amendment as follows — 

‘ Where a vessel enters any such port m which, or in the neighbour- 
hood of which, there is believed to be or to have been at the time w hen 
the vessel left such port, any dangerous, infectious or contagious disease 
common in India/ 

as action would be required to be taken in a vessel arriving from a port 
infected with cholera, small-pox, &e , diseases that are cuiuriuOti in India, 
and between clauses VI and VII a clause as follows — 

‘Where there is on board any cargo, including ballast or sand ballast, 
that would m the opinion of the Health Oihcer be likely to carry geuns 
of infection 5 

as certain cargo may be considered infected, and m the case of shells used 
as ballast or sand balhst that might be suspected to contain Jiggeis 5 


Lettei from the Special Port Hpalth Officep, Karachi, to the Popt 
Officer, Kar xc hi, No 1004, dated the 21st Noa ember 1000 — 

“ With reference to j oui forwarding memorandum No 1S74 of the 
21st instant below the Commissioner m Snfd’s No 2583, Genei il 
Department, of 17th instant, I hi\e the honour to state that in my 
opinion it is most advisable to insert a clause refemng to infected cargo 
is suggested by the Port Health Officer 

“2 I would also suggest that m paragraph (1) the following words 
should be inserted so as to read 4 for the segregation from any dangeious, 
infectious or contagious disease or of those who ha\e been m contact 
with the sick or m any other way m ay be considered suspicious by the 
Port Health “ Officer ” 


Letter from the Secretapy, Bombay Port Trust, No 5047, dated 
the 22nd November 1900 — 

“ I am. directed to forward herewith a copy of Trustees’ Besolution 
No 327, dated 13th November 1900, together with the various letters 
mentioned m the Resolution and to invite the attention of Goaertmient 
to Rule No VIII of Government Resolution No 3873, dated XSth 
September 1889, Generil Department, fiom which it will be seen that 
the rule, as it stands, is not m accordance with the proaisions of the 
Indian Ports Act, md to request that Government may be moved to 
reconsider the rule with a view to such alteration as may seem desirable 
00—52 
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Letter from the Port Officer, Bombay, to the Chairman, Bombay 
Port Tplst, No 3074—34, dated the 10th October 1900 — 

tl I hav e the honour to hnng to your notice that a dead body was 
recently disposed of in the Harbour m contravention of Pule VIII 
public Led at page 22 of the Port Pules (copy attached) The tmdal of 
the vessel w is bummoned and fined Rs 15 by the Senior Presidency 
Magistrate 

<4 The wording of the rule m question appears faulty, as it is appa- 
rently necessary to prove that the person died of an infection* disease 
before the ofience becomes indictable, and I would suggest that the rule 
be altered as follows — 

c No dead body shall be buried by sea burial within 10 miles of the 
Port lnnitto ’ ” 


Letter from Mr E C B Acwopth, Solicitor, to the Secretary 
Bombay Popt Trust, No 0599, dated the 10th November 1900 — 

“ I have the honour to acknowledge your memorandum No 4090 of 
the 1st instant, and m reference thereto and to the Chairman’s memo- 
randum of the l»t instant, I beg to say follows — 

t£ 2 The Port Rules to which reference is made m the letter of the 
Port Officer No 3074—34 of the 10th October 1900 purport to be 
promulgated bv the Local Government under Section 6, clause { p ) of the 
Indian Port* Act X of 18S9 

c ‘ S The Indian Ports Act extends to the Port of Bombay and the 
limits of the Port are defined by Government Notification No 443 of 
loth January 1896 

“ 4 The power conferred upon the Local Government by the Section 
and sub-thuse ief erred to is to make rules — 

‘ For regulating the action to be t iken by a master where there is 
dibease or suck ness, or a deid body on board his vessel m any such port 
(2 e , any port subject to the Act) 5 

“ 5 Having regard to the above it does not appear to me that the 
Local Government have power to make any rule under the Indian Ports 
Act, Section 6 (p), intended to operate outside the limits of the port to 
which the Rule is applied and Rule VIII referred to appears to me to be 
ultra atres so fai as it purports to prohibit sea burial within 10 miles 
of the port 
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“ 6 Having regard to the fact that under the said Section and sub- 
clause the Local Government have power to regulate the action of the 
master of a vessel where there is a dead body on board his vessel m a 
port whether the person died of disease or from any other cause, I would 
suggest that Government should be asked to frame a mle prohibiting 
the burial by sea of any dead body within the port limits and the 
removal of any dead body for sea burial outside the port limits, making it 
compulsory that a dead body once within the port limits should be either 
burned or buried on shore and I would suggest the following alteration 
of the fir&t four lines of Rule VIII as printed — 

‘ (VIII) No person dying from any cause whatsoevei shall be buried 
by sea bunal withm the port limits, and no master of a -vessel shall 
remove or permit any dead body on board his -vessel, within the port 
limits, to be removed thereout, for burial by sea , but every dead body, 
which shall be upon any vessel w ithin the port limits, shall be burnt, or, 
where burning is impossible, be buried on shore } 

“7 I return herewith the papei>> accompanying my instructions ,J 

Letter from Mr E 0 B Acworth, Solicitor, to the Secretary, 
Bombay Port Tru^r No 6809, dated the 17th November 1900 — 

“ I have the honour to acknowledge your office memoiandum No 488G 
of the L4th instant and to annex here to the draft of a suggested alteia- 
tion of the hrst four lines of Rule VIII of the Poit Rules amended m 
accordance with the Chairman’s minute of the 13th instant and in sub- 
stitution for the alteration suggested by me m paragraph 6 of my 
No 6599 of the 10th instant 

Ci 2 I have also to acknowledge youi office memorandum No 4887 
of the 14th instant accompanying the print of a Bill to further amend 
the Indian Ports Act, 1889, and I observe therefrom that the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General m Council will be necessary to any 
rule made by the Local Government under the amended clause (p) of sub- 
section 1 of Section 6 of the Indian Ports Act, 1889 

“3 As I have pointed out m paragraph 6 of my No 6599 of the lOtlx 
instant, it appears, to me that under Section 6, sub section 1, clause (p) 
of the Indian Ports ^ct, as it at present stands, the Local Government 
have power to make rules for regulating the action of the master of a 
vessel where there n> a dead body on board Ins vessel m a port whether 
the pei son died of disease or from any other cause I presume that it is 
not the intention of the amended clause p (y) to limit the operation of 
the lules to the case of the bodies of persons who have died only from 
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dangerous, infection* 01 contagious disease, but I think the amended sub- 
paragraph (v) of clause (p) would be clearei if it lead 

C V Wre there is on board a vessel in any such port the dead body 
of i person who shall have died from any cause whatsoever ’ 

“4 I would further suggest that as sub-paragraphs I, II, III, IV 
and VII of the amended clause p deal with dangerous, infectious and 
cent igious disease, those sub-paragraphs should he numbered consecutive- 
ly I, II, III, IV and V and that the present sub-paragraphs V and VI 
should be numbered VI and VII 

c< 5 I return herewith the Trustees* file and papers and compilation 
110, Volume 2 ” 

tc VIII No pei*OD dying from any cause whatsoever shall be buried 
by sea-banal within the port limits, and no master of a vessel shall re- 
move or permit any dead body on board his vessel, within the poit 
limits, to be removed thereout, foi bunal by sea , but every dead body 
which shall be upon any vessel within the port limits, shall be 
buried, burnt, or otherwise disposed of, on shore, according to the 
nationality, class or esate to which the deceased person belonged ” 
Resolution -The following letter (No 216, dated the iSthj January 
1901,) has been addressed to the Government of India — 

' I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter* No 1555, 
datel the 22nd Qetobei 1900, forwarding a Bill to amend the Indian 
P nu Act, lb99, with Statement of Objects and Reasons, and requesting 
to be furnished with the opinion of this Government on the provisions of 
the Bill and with the opinions of the Honourable the Judges of the High 
Court of Jiiflic tliut at Bombiy and of such selected oJhccrs and other 
peisons is this Government might think fit to consult on the subject 


v4 2 In reph, I am directed to state that the Honomable the Judges 
uf the High Court, v\ ho v ere consulted as desired, have oliered no le- 
maiks The provision* of the Bill meet with the entire approval of the 
Bombiy Chambei of CWmeice The Chamber of Commerce and the 
Port Trustees Karachi, h tve no objection to the amendment of the Act 


Letter from the Surgeon General witn the 
Government of Bombay, No ld?79, dated the 
20th November 19.0 

Paragraphs 1 to 5 of a letter frem the Re- 
rncmhi nicer cf Le .ml Affairs, No 1416, dated 
the JOth No\ ember 1900 
Letter lrorn the Health Officer of the Port of 
Bombas, Nl dOlo dated the 1st December 1S0O 


in the direction indicated in 
the Bill, and the officers of 
Government consulted gener- 
ally approve of it I am to 
forwaid copies of the letters 


noted m the margin and to offer the following remarks 


* Printed m the prcunble of Government Resolution No a?7I, dated tic. dth 
November ICOu 
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£f 3 "With reference to the remarks of the JRemembrancer of Legal 
Aftairs, and more especially to those m his paragraph 4, 1 am directed 
to observe that the words ‘ for the establishment and regulation of places 
to be used as sanitaria for the segregation of persons who are or have 
recently been suffering from any dangerous, infectious or contagious 
disease’ have been inserted by the Government of India since the opinion 
of this Government on the original Bill was expressed m my letters* 
No 5965, dated the 21st December 1899, and No 1917, dated the 4th 
April 1900 The Governor m Council is unaware of the reasons for the 
insertion of these words , but on the assumption that power to make rules 
‘ regulating the action to be taken 1 m the various specified classes of cases 
is not considered to include power to establish or regulate sanitaria for 
segregation purposes, is inclined to think that the latter power might 
conveniently be conferred by a separate sub-clause dealing with segrega- 
tion alone 

“ 4 With reference to paragraph ( b ) of Major Cummin's letter, I am 
directed to say that though the case of plague is sufficiently provided for 
by the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, yet, m the event of a vessel arriving 
at an Indian Port with yellow feier on hoard, it might be considered 
desirable to segregate not only persons suffering from the disease or who 
had recently recovered therefrom, but also * contacts 1 and c suspects/ and 
as there would apparently be no law under which this could be done, the 
oppoitumty might now with advantage be taken of making the requisite 
provision m the special sub-clause dealing with segregation which has 
been suggested m the last preceding paragraph 

“ 5 As doubts have been raised by some of the officers consulted by 
this Government to whether 1 death 1 m sub-clause (m) of the Bill 
means * death 1 from any cause whatsoevei and whether * dead body } m 
sub-clause (v) means the dead body of a person who has died from any 
cau*e whatsoever, I am directed to suggest that it should be made per- 
fectly clear that the^e meaning* aie intended 

“ 6 With reference to sub-clause (vi), I am directed to suggest that 
for the word ‘ Health Officer 1 there should be substituted £ Port Health 
Officer or othei officer designated in the rules 1 Otherwise ambiguity may 
arise Eor example, at some ports there are no Health Officers , at Aden 
the port Surgeon discharges the duties of Health Officer at Karachi 
there arc two independent Health Officers of the Port , and at Bombay 
theie is \ Municipal Health Officer m addition to the Port Health Officer 
and the latter has several Assistants 

* Pult Go\ eminent Resolution No, 20J, date l the 21th April 1900 
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7 lam also directed to invite the attention of the Government of 
India to the suggestion of the Surgeon General with this Government 
that in bub clause (in) of the Bill the words ‘ten days’ should be substi- 
tuted for the words ‘seven days ’ 

“ 8 The Bill with the Statement of Objects and Reasons was publish- 
ed m the Bombay Gch eumteni Gazette m English on the 25th Octo- 
ber 1900, and m Marathi, Gujarati and Kanarese on the 22nd November 
1900 md m the Sind Official Gazette m English on the 22nd November 
1900 and m Smdhi on the 29th idem ” 

2 The Trustees of the Port of Bombay should be informed that the 
request made by them m their letter No 5 >47, dated the 22nd Novem- 
ber 1900, has been noted and will be taken into consideration when the 
provisions of the Bill are passed into law 

J De 0 ATKINS, Secretary to Government 

To 

The Commissioner m Smd, 

The Commibaioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkari, 

The Collector of Customs, 

The Surgeon General with the Government of Bombay, 

The Sanitary Commissioner for the Government of Bombay, 

The Health Officer of the Port of Bombay, 

The Municipal Commissioner for the City of Bombay, 

The Political Resident, Aden, 

The Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, 

The Solicitor to Government, 

The Pm ate Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, 

The Chairman, Bombay Port Trust, 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 

The Revenue Department of the Secretariat, 

The Marine Department of the Secretariat, 

The General Department of the Secretariat (Plague) 
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RULES UNDER THE INDIAN STEAM SHIPS’ ACT, 1884, 
Bombay Chamber oe Commerce, 18th September 1901 

H 0, Quin, Esq, I C S , Secietary to Government, Marine 

Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of a copy of two Notifications dated 20th August, 
the one, No 78, consisting of Revised Draft Rules under sec- 
tion 36 of the Indian Steam ships’ Act, and the other, No 79, 
consisting of modification^ of Rules under Section 24 of the 
same Act 

2 The papers in question, though dated the 20th August, 
reached thu office only on the 3rd September so that there has 
not been sufficient time to go into the matter with the fullness 
which, from certain representations received by the Committee 
it would appear to call for Copies of the papers have, however, 
been circulated by the Committee to representatives of the 
shipping interest in Bombay , and m view of the fact that the 
20th instant has been fixed by Government as the last date for 
the receipt of representations m the matter, I am directed to 
communicate to you without loss of time the sense of such cri- 
ticisms as have been offered 

3 With reference to page Notification No 78, page 3, Sec- 
tion 21, sub-section (a), from which it would appear that a 
journeyman’s time is to count as equivalent to apprenticeship, 
it is represented that in the United Kingdom apprenticeship 
must be completed before work a& a journeyman can be counted, 
and that depaiture from that rule m India would be inexpedi- 
ent and tend to introduce an inferior class of men 

4 It is also represented by a fiim well qualified to speak as 
to the capabilities of the class of Engineers to whom the Ele- 
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mentary Questions in No 78, Appendix B, are intended to be 
put, that a large number of the said questions presuppose a 
measure of knowledge not possessed by any engineer of that 
class, nor of any practical use to him if possessed The questions 
singled out for objection on this account are as follows — Nos 
22h to 264 inclusive, No 280, No 285, and Nos 28S to 297 
inclusive It is also contended that, since no engineer on the 
Ifidian Home Trade could pass such a standaid as is proposed, 
it would be necessary, m event of its institution, to institute 
also a secondary standard for engineers which would entitle 
the ship to a Survey Certificate for Home Trade just as such a 
Survey Certificate is issued to a ship whose deck officers have 
passed a relatively low examination The suggestion is that it 
is unnecessary that a ^hip on the Home Trade, and which may 
never be moie than eight to twelve hours out of port, should 
carry an engineer holding a certificate that would qualify the 
vessel for a Foreign Trade Certificate 

5, The tune allowed has not admitted of a full consideration 
of the^e questions, and it is understood that a further commu- 
nication on the subject is being addiessed to this Chamber , hut 
I am directed meantime to submit them to you without com- 
ment and to say that should Government desire it, the Commit- 
tee will give the matter fuither attention — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON/ Secretary 


No 278-P op 1901 

Marine Department, 

Poona, 25th September 1901. 

To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
18th September 1901, and to inform you that Government will await the 
receipt of any further representation the Chamber may wish to make m 
regard to the revised draft rules for the ev inunation of Engineers in the 
Merchant lie Marine, published under Government Notification No 78, 
dated 21at August 1901* — I have, ke , 

H O, QUIN, Secretary to Government 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 30 tk October 1901 
The Secretary to Government, Marine Depaitment, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce and m continuation of the corre- 
spondence ending with your letter No 278 P, dated 25th 
September, on the subject of the Draft Rules for the Examina- 
tion ot Engineers m the mercantile marine, I have the honour 
to communicate to you the sense of a further representation 
now received by the Committee The cnticism made relates to 
page 3 sub-section (a), where it is provided that — 

“ If the candidate has not served for four } ears as an 
“apprentice engineer, or as journeyman, he will be lequn- 
“ ed to have served, in lieu thereof, foui }er is at sea ” 

It is submitted that owing to the intricacy of modem manne 
engines thmoughly trained men aie required and that men ruth 
sea service only have not adequate opportunity of studying the 
construction of such engines It is not theiefoie considered 
that it would be advisable to accept men without shore sen ice 
m some engineering shop You will note that this bears out 
the representation alieady made in paiagiaph 3 of the Cham- 
ber’s letter of the 18th September last — I have, etc , 

C H. ARMSTRONG, Dy Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

No 4G2-G of 1901 

Marine Depirtmpst, 

Bomb it Castle, 21st December 1001 
To the Secpetari, Chamber of Commerce, Bomba j 

Sm, — With reference to the correspondence ending with }om letter 
dated 30th October 1901, I am directed to inform >ou that the represen- 
tations made by the Chamber in regard to the revised draft mles foi the 
examination of Engineers m the Mercantile Marine at the Port of Bom- 
bay, published under Got eminent Notification No 78 dated 21st August 
1901, have been submitted to the Government of India —I h rve, &<_ , 

H O qjUIN, Secretary to Government 

cc— 53 
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CURRENCY MATTERS 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 15th May 1901 
Tar Sfcretary to Government, Financial Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chambei of Commerce, I have the honour to beg that Govern- 
ment may be pleased to represent to the Secretary of State the 
‘expediency of making some modification m the present practice 
of maintaining, for Telegraphic Transfeis a price which, being 
piohibitrve, is unproductive and renders inoperative the pro- 
visions m respect of such remittances 

2 It has been brought to the notice of this Chamber that 
for some time past the transactions m Telegraphic Transfers 
have been infinitesimal for the reason that the Secretaiy of 
State demands for the accommodation a price out of relation 
to the ruling rates of exchange and interest With demand pro- 
curable at Is 3 15- 1 fid and with intei est at 7 per cent or less 
it cannot pay any one to buy Telegraphic Tiansfeis at a dif- 
ference of 1/16 which is equivalent to over 9 per cent The 
large Treasury Balances recently shown seem to pieclude any 
supposition that the action of Government m this matter is due 
to inability or reluctance to meet any such call on its resources 
as might attend a free use of the Telegraphic Transfers , and I 
am uistnieted to represent to you respectfully that if the 
market rate^ foi money were taken more fully mto considera- 
tion in thw connexion, Government would render effective those 
facilities to tiade provided by the Telegraphic Transfer system 
and would, at the same time, gain a certain profit on sums at 
present stagnant m the Treasuries — I have, Sec , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 

No 1395 of 1901 

Financial Department, 
Bombay Castle, 2Gth May 1901 
To the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
15th instant, on the subject of the expediency of making some modifica- 
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tion m the rates demanded by the Secretary of State for Telegraphic 
Transfers and to state that a copy of the letter has been forwarded to the 
Government of India —I have, &c , 

J MUIR MACKENZIE, Chief Secretary to Government 

No 2593 of 1901 

Financial Department, 
Bombay C astle, 3rd July 1901 

To the Chairman, Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 
Sir, — In continuation of the letter from this Government No 1995, 
dated 20th May 1901, 1 am directed to state for the information of the 
Chamber that your letter dated 15th idem regarding the expediency of 
making some modification in the rates demanded by the Secretaiy of 
State for Telegraphic tiansfers has been transmitted by the Government 
of India to the Secretary of State — I have, Ac , 

J MEAD, Under-Secretary to Government 

No 3237 A, of 1901 

Financial Department, 

Bombay Castle, 26th August 1901 

To the Chaipman, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
S IRj — da continuation of the letter from this Government No 2593, 
dated 3rd July 1901, I am directed to forward for the information of the 
Chamber a copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State for India, 
No 126, Financial, dated 19th July 1901, m answer to the representa- 
tion of the Chamber on the subject of the price of Telegraphic Transfers. 
— I have, &e , 

J MEAD, Under Secretary to Government 

India Office, 

London, 19th July 1901 
Financial, No 126 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India in Council 

My Lord,— I have considered m Council your Excellency’s letter, dated 

the 20th of June, No 209, 

Price of Telegraotnc transfers on India transmitting a letter from 

the Chamber of Commerce at 
Bombay, representing “ the expediency of making some modification 
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“ m the present practice of maintaining for telegraphic transfers a price 
“ which, hemg prohibitive, is unpioductive and renders inoperative the 
14 provisions m r'bpect of such remittances ” 

2 I do not know’ to what “ provisions” the Chamber of Commerce 
ref 22 a m the^e words Bills on India are sold weekly, to an amount pre- 
\iumh announced, m accordance with an advertisement, dated the 28th 
of Match 1883, in which it was stated that tenders for telegraphic trans- 
fer would be received, u in addition to the notified amount of Bills ” It 
is the nsuil practice not to sell, when tenders are opened at 1 o’clock on 
any Welnesday, more hills and telegraphic transfers together than the 
total amount so notified The main object is, however, to obtain the 
requisite funds by the sale of bills , and telegraphic transfers are only 
grimed at such a puce as is not likely to interfere with the demand for 
lull'- If the formei. weie allotted at a relatively low price, it is probable 
that the result would he that tenders for telegraphic transfeis would be 
made at the rate at which bills would outberwise have been sold, and 
that the price for the latter would be yet more depressed 

3 On the 15th of May, when the Chambei of Commerce addressed 
the Bombay Government, the Bank rate of discount in India was 7 per 
cent Taking 15 days at Bombay or 17 at Calcutta as the fewest within 
which a bill could Le presented from the date of its leaving London, the 
interest on 1 6 pence, at 7 pel cent , expressed m 32nds of a penny, is 
I 472 and 1660 respectively To have charged only l-32d above the 
1 ill price would, therefore, have been to supply the remitter with money 
at a rate considerably less than that at which he could have obtained 
accommodation from the Presidency Banks, and thus to have placed the 
Government m competition with them. 

4 On the 2Cth of June, the date of your Excellency’s letter, the rate 
of discount fell to 5 per cent , at which the addition for interest, m 32nds 
of a penny, is 1012 011102; and I have from that time been ready to 
add only 1-3 2d for telegraphic transfers to the price at which bills have 
been sold, but no such oilers have been received —I have, &c 


GEORGE HAMILTON, 
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AGRICULTURAL BANKS— THE EGYPTIAN SYSTEM 

Ext) act fi om <e Egypt No 1(1901 ) Reports by H M Agent 
and Coiibul General on the Finances , Administration and 

Condition of Egypt and the Soudan %n 1900 

Indebtedness of the Fellaheen 

In several previous Reports I have alluded to the steps which have of 
late years* been taken to permit of the Egyptian fellaheen borrowing 
money on reasonable terms The experiment appears to have excited a 
certain amount of interest outside Egypt It has been discussed in the 
European press, and I have received, inquiries as to the working of the 
Egyptian system from such opposite quarters- as New Zealand and 
Bosnia 

At the risk of repeating much that I have said on former occasions, it 
may be desirable that I should explain the mam features of the Egyptian 
scheme 

There are, bioadly speaking, two methods of dealing vith this problem 
w Inch m spite of local difieiences, presents much the same features m all 
countries where a backward agricultural population is brought in contact 
with those modern principles on winch the relations between debtor and 
creditor aie based m all civilized countries 

The first is to protect the cultivator from the possible consequences of 
his own improvidence, ignorance, or carelessness by protective legislation, 
w Inch is devised so that, m one form or another, his freedom of contract 
is curtailed 

The other is to dispense with all legislative measures of a protective 
character, and to seek for a solution by giving to the cultivators facilities 
for borrowing at reasonable rates and thus both affording an opportunity 
to those who are already embarrassed of shaking themselves free from the 
grip of the usurer, and at the same time providing a means to those who 
have so far escaped financial embarrassment of maintaining themselves m 

a position of solvency 

* 

I need not here discuss the merits and dements of these two 
methods It will be sufficient for my present purposes if I state that the 
second has been adopted m Egypt m preference to the first method 

There is nothing novel m the principle Land Banks have for a long 
time past existed m many countries Such an institution, under the 
name of the “ Credit Fonciei,” was established some years age at Cairo, 
I have explained in my pievious Reports that this institution, though ig 
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many respects of great utility, did not aid m tlie solution of the special 
problem now under discussion, the reason being that the minimum 
advance made bj the “ Credit Foncier ” was 100Z , a sum. m excess of 
the loans usually contracted by the Egyptian peasantry 

It is in the detailed application of the principle that, so far as my 
knowledge of the subject enables me to judge, the Egyptian system 
possesses some novelty I need hardly add that, in a matter of this sort, 
the details are of great importance 

Money may be advanced to the cultivators either by the Government 
or by a private bank 

The objections to purely Government action in Egypt are twofold In 
the first place, the Government could not, without much mcovenience, 
have provided the necessary capital In the second place, the officials of 
the Government have not the time to go amongst the villagers and seek 
out tho&e who are m want of loans Even if they had the necessary time 
at their disposal, it 13 not altogether desirable that they should bo em- 
ployed on work of this sort Further, they have no personal pecuniary 
interest m the matter When ic has been publicly notified that, on 
application to some Government authority at a certain time and place, 
small loans may be obtained on certain conditions, the Government 
officials, naturally enough, think that they have done all that is required 
ot them In Egypt a measure of this sort would not suffice to wean 
the cultivators from their long-established habits They would continue 
to resort to the usurer and to borrow money at, perhaps, 40 per cent 
although a notice might be posted m the village informing them that, 
by walking a few mileb, they could, on certain conditions — which they 
would often fail to understand —borrow at 10 per cent What was 
required was that some trustworthy agents should seek out clients and 
explain to a large number individually the advantages of the plan offered 
for their acceptance The Egyptian Government did, indeed, act as a 
pioneer m this matter In 1896 it advanced a sum of £ E 10,000, 
confining its operations to a small cluster of villages But although the 
experiment proved successful m so far as the recovery of the money was 
concerned (see “Egypt No 2 (1897V p 5), enough was learnt to show 
that if the scale of operations was to he extended resort must he made 
to private enterprise 

On the other hand, the employment of private enterprise is not with- 
out its special disadvantages The main obstacle, which stood in the 
way of its employment m Egypt, was that no Bank possessed the admi- 
nistrative agency necessary to insure the punctual collection of the 
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interest and capital due on a very large number of petty loan operations 
Neither under the circumstances, could the agency hive been created 
It was clear at a glance that any attempt to create it would be so costly 
as to render it necessaiy to charge a very high rate of interest m order to 
cover the expenses and leave a fair margin of profit to the Bank. Thus, 
the mam object of the scheme would have been frustrated 

Under these circumstances, an endeavour was made to devise a plan 
which would combine the advantages and obviate the disadvantages of 
the two systems This was done in the following manner The Bank 
incurs the whole financial responsibdity of the undertaking It takes 
all the profits, and bears all the losses The Government has no direct 
pecuniary interest m the operations The Bank, also, through its own 
agents, does all the work of lending In every district m which opera- 
tions are undertaken an agent is appointed, tv ho receives a commission of 
1 per cent per annum on any loan that he may make These agents 
are placed under the general supervision of one English inspector (Mr 
Scott Dalgleish) * I wish to draw particular attention to this latter 
detail, as it is an essential part of the scheme The success, which has 
unquestionably been attained, is mainly due to the fact that Mr Scott 
Dalgleish constantly visits the villages where operations have been 
undertaken He speaks Arabic well, and thoroughly understands the 
habits and customs of the people He is thus able to control the local 
agents, both m the interests of the Bank and of the borrowers, and he is 
able to explain verbally to the latter the precise nature of the transactions 
in which they are engaging 

It is only when the stage of repayment is reached that the Government 
steps m The tax-gatherers collect the money due to the Bank at the 
same time as the land tax Thus the Bank is relieved of all the expenses 
of collection 

Money is advanced at the rate of 10 per cent , of which, as I have 
already mentioned, 1 per cent goes to the local agents m the form of 
commission Of the remaining 9 per cent , it is estimated that about 
3 per cent goes m covering the expenses of the Bank, thus leaving a net 
profit of 6 per cent , from which, however, bad debts have to be deducted 

Such is the plan I have now to state the nature of the results which 
have been so far attained 

In 1899 operations were undertaken m only one district, that of Bel- 
beis, 2,450 advances, amounting m all to £ E 31,500, tv ere made 

* Owing to the e^tenuon of the operations, a second English inspector has quite 
recently been appointed. 
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In 1200 the Bank extended its operations to ten distucts Quite 
recently a further extention has taken place The whole of Lower Egypt 
1 ^ now comprised m the sphere of operations In 1900, 8,500 advances, 
amounting in all to £ E 137,781, were made Of these, 6,213, amount- 
ing to an aggregate of £ E. 36,216, tv ere loans repayable within the year 
The remaining 3,287 advances, amounting m all to £ E 101,565, were 
repayable m five years In all the latter cases the loans were made to 
persons already indebted, their old debts, on which very high rates of 
interest were charged, being paid off by the Bank The amount that fell 
<lue m 1900 was £ E 28,122, due from no less than 5,035 boirowers It 
is with very special pleasure that I am able to record that the whole of 
this sum was recovered 

The Bank is now prepared to advance money in small loans np to a 
maximum amount of £ E 250,000 To go further than this will require 
an increase of capital I trust that eventually the conditions of the 
money market will permit of the capital of the Bank being increased. 

Sir El win Palmer, the Governor of the National Bank, who has taken 
a very special interest m this matter, writes to me as follows — 

“ The experiment so far has undoubtedly been a success, and the relief 
afforded to some thousands of fellaheen must have been considerable The 
fact that the Bank is prepared to advance small sums at a fair rate of 
interest has, in the districts where the Bank is working, caused a fall m 
the rate usually charged by money lenders, and the fellaheen have indirect- 
ly benefited m this way too In one district, the largest money-lendei 
left when the Bank began operations , m another, the Bank was regularly 
boycotted, and it was impossible to find an agent amongst the people of 
the district of any standing, they being nearly all money-lenders them- 
selves An outsider had, therefore, to he appointed , he had gieat 
difficulties at first, but the people of this district now begin to realize the 
advantages, and are dealing with the Eank ” 

I stated last year that I considered the scheme as an experiment I 
am still of the same opinion Some long time must, in fact, yet elapse 
before it can be considered as having passed out of the experimental 
stage Manifestly, the mam danger is that the cultivators, being once 
free from crushing debt, will use the margin of income they thus obtain 
to incur fresh debt That some of them will adopt this procedure is 
highly probable That the majority will fall into the same error is very 
far from being certain Any opinion on this sublet at present can be 
little more than a matter of conjecture Lengthened experience alone 
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can show whether, now that the taxes are no longer aibitrary and 
capricious, and the rights of property are, in fact as well as in name, 
secured by law, the fellaheen of Egypt will abandon the habits of 
extravagance of which they have so often been accused, and develop 
national habits of thrift I can only speak of my personal opinion, formed 
after long residence m this country It is that, under favourable 
conditions for the exercise of economy, the Egyptian peasant will 
probably prove more thrifty than the English, though less so than the 
French member of a corresponding class of society I am encouraged m 
this belief by the following remarks which have been addressed to me by 
Sir Elwm Palmer IC There is,” he says, “nothing to indicate that the 
fellaheen, once relieved of their onerous debts to the money-lenders, are 
inclined to plunge again into debt beyond the debt to the Bank , indeed, 
the facility with which the recovery of the loans or instalments has been 
effected would seem to show that this is not the case " 

However this may be, it is abundantly clear that the experiment, 
which, is one of great intei esfc and importance, is well worthy of a further 
and prolonged trial 

Before leaving this Subject, I wish to make a few remarks, which may 
he interesting both because they are illustrative of the practices of the 
village usurers and because they may save to explain the advantages of 
the conditions now offered to the villagers by the Bank 

I have occasionally beard it stated that 10 per cent is too high a rate 
of interest to charge, as the fellaheen can often obtain loans at that rate 
from the local money-lenders 

I have already explained that, m order that these operations should be 
properly conducted, it is necessary to employ a somewhat expensive 
agency I am convinced that there could be no greater mistake than to 
employ very cheip— and, therefoie, untrustworthy— agents I do not 
think that 6 per cent , including bad debts, can be held to be more than 
a reasonable profit for the Bank Moreover, I greatly doubt whether the 
fellaheen would confirm the statement that they can, without the assist- 
ance of the Bank, obtain money at so low a rate as 10 per cent Even 
the loans, which the small money lendeis make nominally at 10 pei 
cent , generally involve paying m reality interest at a far higher rate, the 
reason being that, throughout the currency of the loan, full interest is 
chaiged on the total sum originally advanced No allowance is made 
for a reduction of interest on account of the annual repayments of por- 
tions of the capital, 
co — 54 
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PROPOSAL TO INVEST THE BOMBAY MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION WITH POWER TO RAISE TEM- 
PORARY LOANS BY THE ISSUE OP FROM THREE 
TO TWELVE MONTHS BILLS 
No 6S25A 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 

Amounts 

Loans, etc 

Calcutta, 17th December 1901 
To the SrcRETAKY to the Chamber, of Commerce, Bombay 
Sip, — I am directed to address you in regard to a suggestion which 
has been made to the Government of India that the Bombay Municipal 
Corpoiation should be invented with power to raise temporary loans by 
the issue of bills having a currency of from three to twelve months 

2 This method of borrowing money for short periods without in- 
creasing the permanent debt is, as you are aware, frequently resorted to 
by the British Government, and Treasury Bills and India Bills are 
freely taken up in the London market The London County Council 
also is empowered to raise money by means of bills for any purposes foi 
which 1 1 is authorized to raise money by the creation and issue of stock 
The Government of India, as at present advised, aie inclined to think 
that the 1 ugei municipalities m India, ox at least the municipalities in 
the Presidency towns, might, with advantage, bo invested with powers 
of tempoiarv borrowing sited ir to those enjoyed by the London County 
Council, but the Governor General m Council is doubtful whether bills 
issued by Indian municipalities would be likely to find favoui with the 
market m this country The proposal could not be given effect to with- 
out tlteration of the existing law, and before undertaking legislation His 
Excellency m Council would like to feel assured that such legislation 
would piove of piactieal advantage 

3 I am, therefore, directed to solicit the advice of the Chamber of 
Commeice m the matter Whit the Government wish to know is- 
whether bills offered by the larger municipalities wuth a currency of from 
three to twelve mouths w ould be likely to be freely accepted m the 
Indian market, and whether such bills, for which payment could be 
demanded on maturity, could be issued on terms more favourable to the 
municipality than regular stock created and issued for a longer term* 
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4 The other leading Chambers of Commerce and the Directors of 
the Presidency Banks are being separately addressed, and I am to ex- 
press a hope that your Chamber will consult the principal Joint Stock 
Banks connected with it, so that the Government may "be put in 
possession of the views of all the chief representatives of the banking and 
mercantile community —I have, &c , 

R A MANT, Under-Secy to the Govt of India 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, Sid February 1902 
The Under-Secretary to the Government of India, Finance 
and Commerce Department, Calcutta 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commeice, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No b32o A, dated 17th December last, 
regarding the suggestion made to the Government of Indi i that 
the Bombay Municipal Corporation should be invested with 
power to raise temporary loans, by the issue of Bills having a 
currency of from three to twelv e months 

2 In reply to the specific questions stated m paragraph 3 
of the said letter, I am to say that the Committee have con- 
sulted the representatives of the Exchange Banks m Bombay, 
and agree with them that the contemplated extension of the 
borrowing poweis of Municipalities in India would not on the 
whole be beneficial. It is, m their opinion, probable that during 
the slack season, which lasts about one-thud of the year, Bills 
issued by a fust class Municipality, and whose currency did not 
extend beyond that season, would be taken to a moderate extent 
at a lower r£te than Stock issued for a term of years But the 
Committee have no hesitation m saying that at any other season 
of the yeai such short Bills would be taken only at rates greatly 
m excels of those under the present system, while it is extremely 
unlikely that a Municipality could place twelve-month Bills of 
the nature described at rates even as low as 4 pei cent — 1 
have, Sec , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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DEFECTS IN THE CULTIVATION AND PACKING OF 
INDIAN COTTON 

No 6485 of 1901 

Revenue Department, 

Bombay Castle, 13th September 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — With reference to the correspondence ending with the letter from 
thia Government, No 4688, dated 21st June 1895, I am directed to for- 
ward an extract of a memorandum from the Oldham Chamber of Com- 
merce, dated 19th April 1901, regarding the mixture of different equali- 
ties of cotton m packing for export and to request that you will he so 
good as to favour Government with any further remarks the Chamber 
may be inclined to make on the subject — I have, &c , 

J MEAD, Under-Secretary to Government, 


The Oldham Chamber of Commerce is engaged m studying the ques- 
tion of the possibilities of increasing the supplies of the better classes of 
Cotton, and wnles as follows with regard to India — 

“Can anything be done to increase the quantity and improve the 
quality of East Indian Cotton 1 

Great complaints are made of the careless way m which this class of 
cotton is packed, various quahties being mixed together This ought to 
be remedied, as it is detrimental to both the buyer and the seller ” 

The Secretary writes further — 

“As explained to jou at oui interview last March, my Chamber is 
strongly of opinion that a better quality of East Indian Cotton could be 
profitably grown and would compete successfully with the American 
varieties The subject is a very important one for the Lancashire trade, 
and any information that H M Government m India can furnish with 
regard to it will be much appreciated. 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 17th October, 1901 

The Under-Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, 
Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your lettei No 6485, dated 13th September last, 
covering an extract from a Memorandum of the Oldham Cham- 
ber of Commerce regarding the mixture of different kinds of 
cotton m bales shipped from this country and the possibility of 
improving the Indian staple My Committee have given the 
matter their careful consideration and have consulted the Board 
of the Bombay Cotton Trade Assciation on the subjects lefer- 
red to , but they can find no reason to depart from the opinion 
arrived at on the previous occasions when the question has been 
before them, namely that the evils complained of are not such 
as any practicable measures on the part of Government would he 
likely to remedy, — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL 
COTTON SEED MILLS 

No 2407 of 1901 

Revenue Department, 
Bombay Castle, 12th April 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
g IBj __i am directed to forward a copy of Government Resolution 
No 2324, dated 10th April 1901, regarding the question of giving 
encouragement to the establishment of experimental cotton seed mills by 
private owners of ginning factories, and to request that you will be so 
rood as to favour Government with the opinion of the Chamber on the 
togge&tion made m paragraph 3 of the Despatch from the Secretary of 
State for India N 6 (Revenue), dated 18th January 1901 -I have, &c , 

N CADELL, 

Under Secretary to Government 


No 2324 

Revenue Department, 
Bombay Castle, 10th April 1901 

Letter from the Govepnment of India, Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture, No 517-24-2, dated 20th February 1901 — 

“ I am directed to forward a copy of a Despatch* from His 

* No 6 (Revenue), dated Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, 
18th January 1901 enclosing an extract from the ‘ Board of 

Trade Journal,’ dated 20th December 1900, on the American cotton 
seed industry , and to request that the Government of India may he 
favoured with the opinion of His Excellency the Governor on the 
suggestion made m paragraph 3 of the Despatch.” 


No 6 (Revenue), dated, India Office, London, the 18th January 1901 
From Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to the Government 
of India. 

I enclose, for the information of Your Excellency’s Government, copy of 
tin article m a recent issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal/’ regarding 
the cotton seed nulls, and the importance of this industry, m America. 
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2 From Egypt considerable quantities of cotton seed are exported to 
"Western Europe Perhaps the commodity could hardly bear the cost of 
freight from Bombay to Europe But it seems worthy of consideration 
whether mills for treating cotton seed might not be made adjuncts to 
some of the ginning factories that have been established at so many 
places m the cotton districts of India 

3 It is possible that your Government may think fit to encourage or 
promote the establishment of a few experimental cotton seed mills by 
private owners of ginning factories m the cotton districts. 


Extract from u Board of Trade Journal ” of 
20 th December 1900 

The American Cotton Seed Industry 

The following article on the cotton seed industry of the United States 
is based on an extract from the “Galvestan News 5 of the 18th ultimo, 
sent to the Foreign Office by Her Majesty s Consul at Galveston 

There is probably no great industry m America about which so little 
is known by the general public as that of cotton seed Twenty years ago 
cotton seed was thrown away To day, although the business is but in 
its infancy, there are more than 500 mills m the south that represent an 
investment of probably £ 5,000,000, while the value of the products of 
these mills is in excels of £10,000,000 per yeai 

In olden times cotton planters looked upon the surplus seed as one of 
the burdens they could not escape They burned the stuff, used it to fill 
low spots m the field, paid to have it hauled away and were glad to get 
rid of it There is a tradition that the Legislature of Texas passed a law 
making it a penal offence to dump cotton seed m streams However that 
may be, the law is now a dead letter, for farmers are not addicted to the 
habit m these days 

To-day the cotton oil mills of Texas are paying from 12 dollars to 14 
dollars per ton for cotton seed That would mean 6 dollars to 7 dollars 
per hale of cotton if all the seed were sold To make one bale of 500 
pounds of cotton the pickeis gather 1,500 to 1,600 pounds of lmt and 
seed, the seed weighing twice as much as the lint which adheres to it A 
small portion is retained for planting, some is kept for stock feeding, a 
considerable quantity is wasted The authorities say that not one-half 
the seed is sent to the mills to be crushed. 
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Mills operation —A census of the cotton oil mills of America 
vrould piobably show between 500 and 600 m operation and a large 
number m course of election From one of the most complete lists 
obtainable, the division of mills in operation is given as follows —Texas, 
130 , Oklahoma, 7 , Indian Teintory, 9 , Arkansas, 25 , Alabama, 40 , 
Georgia, 68 , Louisiana, 33 , Mississippi, 65 , North Carolina, 32 , South 
Carolina, 66 , Tennessee, 25 Florida, 3 , and Yugmia, 1 This makes 
i total of 504 

The American Cotton Oil Company controls the largest number of 
mils m the south It operates m the separate States under distinct 
aames In Texas it is officially known as the National Cotton Oil Com- 
pany, in Louisiana it is the Union Oil Company, m Mississippi it is the 
Mississippi Cotton Oil Company, m Aikansas it is the Arkansas Cotton 
)il Company, and m South Carolina and North Carolina it takes the 
lame of the State to start its official style In Texas the American 
Cotton Oil Company operateb six mills, one at Houston, one at Segum, 
me at Denison, one at Texarkana, one at Waco and one at Hearne 

Next to the American Cotton Oil Company m point of operation 
mines the Southern Oil Company The head-cpiarters of this corporation 
is at Philadelphia Its system seems to be to divide its mills m sets of 
fcwu and have each set under one management The Houston and New 
Orleans mills are under one management , so are the mills of Savannah 
and Atlanta , so are the mills of Littlerock and Newport, Arkansas. 
Tins company, m addition to the plants named, owns mills at Memphis, 
Montgomeiy and various other places m the cotton belt 

All the great packing house people are largely interested m cotton 
seed rnilL and use great quantities of the oil m the making of compound 
lard and the many substitutes for butter Their business m cotton seed 
products, however, doe3 not compare with that of England and Germany, 
which countries are the largest customers of the mills The exporting of 
cotton seed oil and cake is now only second m impoitance to cotton itself 
at most of the bouthcrn ports, and an immense business is being develop- 
ed France and Italy aae purchasers of cotton seed oils 

The French industry m the making of oils from the crushing of the 
African and East Indian ground-nut has seriously fallen off, cotton seed 
oil having supplanted the ground-nut oil, and shiploads of partially re*- 
fined oils go each season from Galveston and New Orleans to Marseilles 
to be again refined and peifcoted by the process so well known to the 
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French manufacturers To Genoa a considerable quantity of cotton seed 
oil goes each year, which comes back, it is alleged, as pure olive oil 

Texas makes more out of cotton seed than the other States In the 
South Atlantic States, where the soil has been w orn out by excessive cul- 
tivation, the meal is used m large quantities as a fertilizer In Texas 
there has been no necessity for reinforcing tbc soil, so the entire cotton 
seed product is put upon the market 

Statistics m legard to the export of cotton ^eed products are not com- 
plete Through the port of Galveston in the season of 1897-38 (the 
commencal year for cotton is from 1st September to 31st August) theie 
were exported 212,596 tons of cottonseed oil-cake and meal In the 
season of 1898-99 these exports reached 248,702 tons In the season of 
1899-1900 the total was 187,326 tons 

The cotton crop of 1899-1900 was very short That is the explanation 
of the falling off in shipments In the shipments of cotton seed oil the 
season of 1899-1900 was the largest on record, despite the short crop 
One firm of shipbrokers dealt with more than 30 000 barrels, mostly 
consigned to Rotterdam 

The oil is the most valuable product of the crushed seed The average 
of the Texas mills is 35 to 40 gallons (74 pounds to the gallon) per ton 
of seed crushed But if the oil is valuable, so is e\ery particle of the 
residue, the pulp making the meal and cake, useful for cattle food and 
fertilizer, the hulls good either for fuel or for coarse fodder, the ashc^ of 
hulks makmg a very rich phosphoric acid and potash fertilizer, and the 
refined oil being excellent for soaps 

The cotton oil is purely vegetable, and enters in the manufacture of 
innumerable products from butter to candles, and from dyes to paints 
and general oils 

Resolution —Copies of the letter from the Government of India and 
its accompaniments should be forwarded to the Commissioner m Sind, 
the Commissioners, FT , C and S Divisions, the Director of Land Records 
and Agriculture and Inspector General of Registration, the CommibSioner 
of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkan, the Collectoi of Land Revenue^ 
Customs and Opium, Bombay, and the Chimbeis of Commerce, Bombay 
and Karachi, for favour of their opinion on the suggestion made m 
paragraph 3 of the Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, No 6 
(Revenue), dated 18th January 1901 

P R CADELL, Under Secy to Govt 

cc — 55 
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Bombay Chamber or Commerce, 6th May 1901 
The Under-Secretary to Govt Revenue Department, Bombay. 

Sir, — Under instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No 2407, dated 12th April, together with 
copy of Government Resolution No 2324 on the subject of 
possible Govermental encouragement of experimental cotton 
seed mills m India 

The matter has had the full consideration of the Committee, 
and I am now directed to say that the members as at piesent 
advised believe that there are two peculianties of Indian cotton 
seed which have hitherto prevented the successful extraction of 
oil fiom it The hist of these is the dryness of the seed and the 
relatively small percentage of oil it contains In this connection 
it should be pointed out that the Board of Trade Journal m its 
article upon the American cotton seed industry does not say 
whether the 13 % 01 1 extracted m the Texas mills is ciude or 
lehned oil, and it therefore, impossible to make any actual 
compansions Indian Cotton seed will probably yield about 
13 c / 0 ciude oil, but of this some 30 0 / o might be lost m re* 
fining 

Some estimate of the relative values of Indian and Egyptian 
cutton ^eeds may, however, be deduced from the fact that their 
respecti\e prices are as follows — 

Egyptian * . ... ... £ 6-15-0 

East Indian ... • » ,, 3-16-0 

The second difficulty in dealing with Indian Cotton Seed is 
that of removing all the Imt or fluff from the seed m such a 
way as to make a fair yield of oil obtainable It is not known 
that there has been invented any machinery that will remove all 
hut profitably But I am to say that if Government know of 
any such machinery and is piepared to introduce it, the Com- 
mittee will be glad to name a Company that is prepared to erect 
that machinery and work it expenentally on Government 
account at any of their up-countiy factories which are situated 
m Broach, Berars, Khandeish, Central Provinces and the Pun- 
jab,— I have, & c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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RED SEA LIGHTS 

No.53-G of 1901 

Marine Department, 
Bombay Castle, 20th Febxuary 190U 

To the Secretary, Ch \mber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — In continuation of my letter No 288-G, dated the £2nd Sep- 
tembei 1900, I am directed to state for the information of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Bombay, that the Government of India have received in- 
formation through the Home Government that the construction of four 
light houses m the Red Sea was, according to an announcement m the 
“ Levant Herald” of the I9th December, 1900, to be commenced by tho 
Administration des Phares last month (January) — I have, &c , 

J DeC ATKINS, Secretary to Government 

No 56-G op 1902 

Marine Department, 
Bombay Castle, 13th February 1902 

To the Secrctatv, Chambff of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— In continuation of my letter b 0 53-G, dated the 20th Febru- 
ary 19 Jl, I am directed to state for the information of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Bombay, that the Government of India have received infor- 
mation through the Home Government that the steamship “ Afrique,” 
chattered by the Ottoman Government for the conveyance of the matenaL 
required for the four new hght~house& m the Red Sea, reached Zobehr 
some time ago, and disembarked pait of the material for the light-housn 
in that place, and that the ship was thence to proceed shortly to Abu 
Ail to dischaige such part of her cargo as was requited for the light- 
house on that inland —I have, &c , 

H O QUIN, Secretary to Government 
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PERIM LIGHTS 

No 402-G of 1901 

Marine Department, 

Bombay Castle, 8th November 1901. 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— X am directed to state for the information of the Chamber, that 
the hght at Kennery Island which is m charge of the Bombay Port Trust 
is at present available foi disposal, and that a proposal has been made 
that it might with advantage be utilized at Balfe Point, Perim It has 
been suggested that what is needed is not the improvement of the 
Obstruction Point light, but its removal entirely, a good light being pro- 
vided in its place at Balfe Point on the western side of the Island, where 
there is at present a weak light maintained by the Perim CoaL Company 
m connection with their harbour. It is represented that by the estab- 
lishment of a good light at Balfe Point vessels would cease to use the 
narrow strait, and that it would be very much better were the narrow 
strait to the ea&t closed to navigation at night which would be the prac- 
tical effect of removing the Obstruction Point light 

2 I am to request that the Chamber may be moved to consult such 
persons as it many think fit on the sublet and to favour Government 
with their opinion on the following points, viz — 

(1.) Whether the suggested change m the lighting of Perim is in 
every respect desirable 

(2 ) Whether the establishment of a light at Balfe Point would 
render unnecessary the hght at Obstruction Point 

(3.) Whether the hght at Kenneiy Island would serve the purpose 
of the hght required at Balfe Point 

3. The favour of an early reply is requested —I have, &c , 

H. 0, QUIN, Scuetaiy to Government. 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 5fch Dec 1901 
Tha Secretary to Government, Marine Depaitment, Bombay 

Sir,— Under the instructions of the Committee of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the leceipt 
of your lettei No 402, dated 8th November 1901, submitting 
for the opinion of the Committee, after consultation with per- 
sons having expert knowledge of the issues, ceitam questions 
regarding the proposed moving of the light at Kennery Island 
to Balfe Point, Penm, and the expediency or otherwise of re- 
moving at the same time the light on Obstruction Point 

2. Expert opinion has been taken as desired and I am now 
directed to express my Committee’s appioval of the proposed 
change so fai as it relates to the establishment of the Kennery 
Light at Balfe Point Theie is every leason to suppose that 
the said light would serve the purpose of the light required at 
Balfe Point But it would, m the Committee’s opinion, be most 
inexpedient to leinove the light on Obstruction Point or close 
the lesser Sti.ut which is pieferred by many of the vessels 
most fiequently passing Penm — I have, <&c , 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 


No 28-C1 oi 1902 

MVPINB DlI'ARTMES'T, 

Bone n Castle, 20th January 1902. 

To the Secpetatt, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir v — With reference to jour letter, dated the 5th December 1901,1 
am directed to state for the information of tho Chamber that it is not 
practicable to proceed at present with any scheme for the improvement 
of the lights at Perim as the Government of India have decided that, 
owing to the inability of the Board of Trade to provide a portion of the 
cost involved, the project must be abandoned — I have, &c , 


H. 0. QUIN, Secretary to Government, 
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Bombay Chamber oe Commerce, 27th February 1902. 
The Secretary to Government, Marine Department, Bombay. 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No 28-G, dated 20th January, 1902, m 
which you state that it is hot practicable to pioceed with any 
scheme for the improvement of the lights at Penm, owing to 
the inability of the Boaid of Trade to provide a portion of 
the cost 

2 I am to say that the announcement has been received 
with much legret, both by the Membeis of the Committee and 
by those persons interested m shipping to whom it was m clue 

course communicated by them 

* 

3, The Committee have now leceived a joint lettei signed 
by all the leading shipping agents m Bombay, uigmg that the 
matter is one of sufficient gia\ity to warrant a further lepre- 
sentation to Government In this view my Committee cannot 
but concur The risk attending the navigation of the channels 
at Penm are so leal, and the volume of British Shipping subject 
to those risks is so great, that my Committee can scarcely behe\e 
the attitude of the Board of Trade to be due to any lack of 
conviction on those points But they aie equally unable to 
understand how, if these conditions aie fully lealised by the 
Board, it can be proposed that they should be maintained, with 
the single alternative that the Government of India should beai 
the entire cost of an improvement essential to the safety of all 
the shipping proceeding by way of Perim to parts of the Empire 
other than India 

4 I am, theiefore, instructed to beg that His Excellency the 
Governor m Council may be pleased to represent to His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy the expediency of communicating again with 
the Secretary of State m the matter, to the end that the Board 
of Trade may be moved to accord to the pioposed and necessary 
improvements of the Penm lights a measure of assistance pro- 
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portionate to the Imperial interest m the safety of the British 
Shipping passing that Island,— I have, 4c,, 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman. 
FREDERICK NOEL-PATQN, Secretary, 


Bombay Chamber op Commerce, 5th April 1902, 

The Secretary to Government, Marine Department, Bombay. 

Sir, — Referring to the correspondence on the subject of, the 
improvement of the lights on the Island of Perira, ending with 
my letter of the 27th February last, I now have, under the 
instructions of the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Coin* 
meree, the honour to represent to Government on their behalf 
that it would be inexpedient, on a mere point of principle, to 
lose the present opportunity of effecting the improvements in 
question in conjunction with the reconstruction of the light on 
Kennery Island The reply given by the President of the Board 
of Trade to a question put to him in the House of Commons on 
the day when I last addressed you is quite unequivocal as to the 
illegality of charging to the General Light I%use Fund the cost 
of those improvements If that pointy my Committee 

conceive that nothing would be gained by contesting it in res* 
pect of a single and not very cos&ly*" work T6e question of 
principle involved appeals to mjT Committee to be whether the 
fact that Aden and the month of the Red Sea are, for strategic 
purposes, placed under the Government of Bombay, ought 
reasonably to impose on that Government the cost of lighting 
that waterway which is one of the most important to the ship- 
ping of the entire British Empire This appears to my Committee 
to be much too large a question of principle to be, even with the 
best of good will, settled by the Governments with the prompti- 
tude demanded by the present insufficient lighting of the Straits 
of Bab-el-Mandeb , and so purely a question of principle that 
the ultimate decision regarding it will be unaffected by the 
consent or refusal of the Government of India to discharge, 
tentatively and with reserve, the expenditure at present content 
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plated I am directed therefore to submit with lespeet the 
suggestion that, having regard to the real dangei to shipping at 
present existing, the consequent call foi prompt lemedy, the 
relative smallness of the expenditure involved, and the definite 
statement of the President of the Board of Trade that it would, 
at present, be illegal for his Department to contribute, it would 
be well that the Government of India should at once undertake 
the work without assistance, reserving the question of principle 
for subsequent discussion — I have, 4c., 

WILLIAM GREAVES, Chairman 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary, 


No 128-G of 1902 

Marine Defat tmbnt 
Bgmbav Castle, 15th April 1902 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted in 

the margin regarding the question of 
Letter dated the 27th February 1902. 1 * -n i 

M „ 5th Apnl 1992. improving the lights at Penrn, and 

to state for the information of the 
'Chamber that copies of the letters have been forwarded to the Government 
of India for consideration —I have, &c , 

A, M. T JACKSON, Acting Secretary to Government 



APPENDIX II. 


ADDITIONAL LIGHTHOUSES ON THE COASTS 
OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

No 5944 SR. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 

Calcutta, 30th November 1900 
To the Secretapt to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— I am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the Government 
of Madras, Marine Department, No 692, dated the 14th September 
1900, and of the Diaft Bill therein leferred to It will be seen that a 
scheme for the construction and maintenance of additional lighthouses 
on the coasts of the Midras Presidency is under consideration, and that 
it is proposed in the Bill to levy a coast light due on vessels deriving 
henefit fiorn the lights 

2 I am to leqnest that, after consultation with the Steamer Com- 
pames which will be affected, the Government of India may be favoured 
with an expression ot the views of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
on tli6 piopo-als made by the Government of Madras.— I have, ic , 

R A. MANT, 

Ofhg Undei -Secretary to the Government of India 


Mapine Depaptment, No C92, dated 14th September 1900. 

Lettei from W B deW is ton, Esq, Reeietary to the Government of 
Madras, Marine Department, to the Secpetarv to the Government 
op India, Finance and Commerce Department 

Sip,- Adverting to the coriespondence forwarded with my letter 
No 422, Marine, dated S9th May 1900, on the subject of an advance 
from Imperial funds foi continuing the lighthouse programme and to 
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Government? of India Financial Department Resolution No 1275, dated 
19th June 1877, 1 am now directed to forwaid, for the consideration of 
the Government of India m the Financial Department, and eventual 
introduction into the Govemoi -General’s Legislative Council, the accom- 
panying draft Bill foi the levy of light dues fioin which will, m due 
course, be repaid such advances as the Government of India and the 
Madras Government may he pleased to sanction foi canying out the 
scheme 

2 The cncumstances which gave n*e to the pie*ent scheme of light- 
house improvement are referred to m the Besolution of the Government 
of India, Department of Finance and Commerce, No 2633, dated 27th 
May 1889, wherein the inspection of Provincial lighthouses by an expert 
of independent status was commended to the attention of the Provincial 
Governments , and, in accordance with the decision theiem arrived at, 
Mr W T Douglass was, on the recommendation of the Elder Biethren 
of Trinity House, deputed by the Government of India to inspect the 
lighthouses and lighting apparatus ohthe coasts of the Madras Piesidency 
Mr Douglass, in due cour&e, aimed m Madias and submitted a report 
under date the 19th June 1890, wherein lie suggested the introduction 
of the most modern appliances for illumination and the adoption of 
occulting and flashing lights, and pointed out the nnpoitance of making 
the lights distinctive m character He aLo recommended the con- 
struction of new buildings at various place* The consideration of 
Mr Douglass’ proposals and the various amendments suggested by the 
local advisers of the Madias Government extended over the period between 
1892 to 1894, when Mr Ashpitel, Executive Engineer, was specially 
appointed on an rtmeiatmg mission to the vanous places requiring 
illumination or improved apparatus His recommendations hiving been 
generally approved by Government, the question of funds came under 
consideration His scheme involved an estimated expenditure of 
Its 8,80,000, of which Its 8,00,000 were foi “coast ’ lights or those 
intended to aid general navigation , and the balance foi “ port ” lights 
or those intended to facilitate the navigation of poits and harbouis. 
The various proposals foi meeting this outlay were discussed, and it 1ms 
now been finally decided, after consultation with the meicantdc autho- 
rities more immediately interested, to cairy out the scheme, by the levy 
of a special due to he imposed on shipping, and that, until the dues 
become available under legislative sanctom, the Lontmuanu of the 
bcheme, which has already been commenced fiom Hut turnD, shall be 
^ith the ^auction gf the Government ot India, pumdul lea by v<dunte H 
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from. Imperial or Provincial funds as explained in my letter $0. 422, 
Marine, dated 29th May 1900. 

3 The draft Bill, which is an accompaniment to my present letter, 
is an adaptation of the Burma Coast Lights Act, IX of 1879, and 
provides for the levy of a toll called “ coast light dues,” in respect of 
every vessel of the burden of 15 tons and upwards making any voyage 
mentioned m the schedule annexed thereto at the rates, specified in 
column 2 thereof, and is expected to realise, at the maximum rates, a 
sum of Es 1,57,138 per annum. It is not, however, proposed to levy m 
all cases the maximum rates in the first instance, but to commence rais- 


ing the dues at the following rates — 

Class I , i ... 


pies per ton 
... 12 


II 

... 

6 


III 


9 

ji 

IV 


10 

)) 

V 


1 

3f 

YI 


9 


YII 

, 

. 4 


whereby the yield of revenue is expected to amount to Bs, 1,04,692, 
This sum is calculated to be sufficient to meet maintenance charges and 
to repay the advance of Bs 3,36,000 asked for from the Government of 
India m seven years m fixed annual instalments of Bs 48,006 as shown 
in the following statement and to refund the sums irregularly spent from 
Port funds m a further period of about ten years These liabilities will 
form a first charge on the light dues fund, and on their liquidation it 
would be possible to lower the dues to Bs 60,000 per annum, the 
estimated cost of the maintenance of the lighthouses — 



Statement showing how it is pioposed to repay from Light Dues the sum of Ds 3,36,000 asked foi from the Government 

of India 


madras lighthouses 



cc— 61 
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4 Taming now to be details of the Bill, the following seem the only 
point* m the draft which call for special lemark — 

Section 2 dehnes the terms “ Customs Collector,” <c vessel,” “ master” 
and “ voyage” in the terms of the Burma Coast Lights Act It also de- 
fines tf groups of poits ” 

SecHoti 3 levies coast light dues on vessels of the burden of 15 tons and 
upwaid* This limit m the Burma Act is 50 tons, hut the Piesidency 
Poit Officer has explained that if the latter limit is adopted m Madras, 
a large number of vessels on the West Coast will escape the dues The 
hunt proposed is the same as th it fued for the levy of port dues 

tScctiod 4 shows when the dues become payable 

In SeQ f ion 5 the power is given to the Govemoi in Council to vary 
r ites, subject to the prior sanction of the Governor-General m Council 
This -s in accordance with local usage 

1G of the Burma Act has been so far modified (vide section 
16 of the draft Bill) as to place the duty of publishing accounts on the 
Government of Madras instead of on the Government of India 

5 As regards section 3 of the draft Bill and the schedule referred to 
therein, I am to state, for the information of the Government of India 
th u the questions as to the clashes of vessels to be taxed to meet the 
expenditure on * coast ” light* and the rates to be imposed have been 
ven carefully considered It has been assumed that all vessels winch 
derive benefit from the coa*t lights and which touch at a port m British 
India should contubute and that the rate should be determined by the 
amount or frequency of the benefit derived —I have, &c , 

W B DeWINTON, Secretary to Government 
Outacasiu^d, 14th September 1900 


Appcadu to littei 692 ,Manne, dated 14 th September 1900 

APPENDIX A 

Statement of Objects a^d Reasons 

Whereas the Government of Fort St George has undertaken an 
extensive and costly scheme of lighthouse construction and illumination 
on the coasts^ of the Madras Presidency, and whereas it is aeeessary to 
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raise funds foi the capital outlay thereon and for mamten mce, it is 
proposed m the accompanying Bill to lev) a coa^t light due on vessels 
deriving benefit fiorn the lights m qiie&tion , the pioceeds of the due being 
applied to— 

(1) construction 01 the refund ot the expenditure incurred from 
othei souices and (2) the maintenance of the light* 


Di aft Bill to pi ovule foi the hvy ot diu> foi the ^ of Coat,i 
hgiitb in the, Pustdudij of Fo, t Bt Chonjt 

Wheieas it i» expedient for the maintenance of coin! lights in the 


Preamble 

mg benefit fiom aixch lights , It i 

Pn 

1 This Act may be called 

Short title 
Commencement 
Local extent 

and the Lieutenant-Go\einom of 


Pie>idency of Fort St George to 
lev> dues on ^es eB pacing oi dcuv- 
s hereby enacted a* follows — 

h mining 

u The Muhas CW Luht But , Act, 
10 JO ** It shall come into fuite on 

tire m<i u lull extend 

tu the territories icspeuaeh thin- 
msteied by the Governors of Fort 
St Geoige and Bombay m Council 
ig il and Buuna 


Nothing herein contained shall apply to any vessel belonging to or m 

the service of Her Ala jest) oi the 
Sa\mg Go\ernment of India oi to any 

•vessel of war belonging to any 

Foreign Prince or State 

2 In this Act unle^ there is 
Interpretation clause something lepugnant in the subject 

or context — 


£< Cnstoms Collector 1 

‘ Customs Collector ” 


means a Customs Collector appointed undei the 
Sei Customs Act, 1878, and in- 
cludes an> pei -on appointed by the 
Local Government bi name oi m vntue of bis othce to <li,clnuc the 
functions of a Customs Collector undei this Act 


“ Vessel w 

of human beings oi of property 


“Vessel” denotes any thing 
made foi the con\ej mcc by vatei 
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“Master” when used in relation to any vessel means any person 

(except a Pilot or Harbour Mastei) 
having foi the time being the charge 

01 control of such vessel 


“ blaster ’’ 


“ Voyage ” means the whole distance between a vessel’s place of de- 
parture and her final place of arrival , 
w Voyage ” f „ r * 

but the return of a vessel from 

any place shall, notw ithstanding the terms of any chartei party, be 
deemed a distinct voyage 


' Groups of ports ’ 


Foi the purposes of this Act the ports on the East Coast of the Pre- 
sidency of Fort St George in- 
cluding the poit of Madras 
shall be regarded as constituting the eastern group of ports, and the 
ports on the West Coast of the Presidency shall be regarded as con- 
stituting the western group of ports 

Coast Light Dues 

3 For the purpose of maintaining coast lights m the Presidency of 

Coast light dues payable m respect of Foi t St George, a toll, heiem- 

vessels of 15 tons after caUed a Coas( . hght due ,„ 

shall be paid m respect of every vessel of the burden of 15 tons and 
upwards making any vojage mentioned m the schedule heieto annexed 
at a rite not exceeding that specified m column 2 thereof 

4 The said coast light dues shall become due and payable — 

■p, t. , , (a) in the case of a vessel 

Due3 when payable v 

clearing out of a port m Bntish 

India upon any voyage mentioned m the schedule hereto annexed pre- 
vious to the grant of any port clearance * 

(V) In the case of a vessel from a port outside Bntish India entering 
a port m Britn.li India m the cour&e oi at the termination of any such 
voyage— immediately upon her entering such port 

Provided tint the said dues shall not be levied more than once m the 
^ame port or group of poits on any vessel m the course of the same 
vojage 


5 With the previous sanction of the Govemoi -General m Council, 

the Governor m Council of Foit 
St George may, from tunc to tune, 


Power to vary rates of due3 
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by notification m the Fort St George Ga/eHe , reduce or raise the rate 
of coast light dues m respect of all vessels or any particulai class of 
vessels 


Provided that such rate shall not m any case exceed the rate fixed by 
section 3 

6 The Customs Collector shall collect the coast light dues, and shall 

Collection oJ dues K""* t0 the P®*® the same 

a voucher m writing under his hand 

setting forth the name of lus office, the port at which the coast light dues 

. aie paid, the amount so paid, the 

Voucher to be given L i F * 

nanm, tonnage and other propei 
description of the vessel m respect of which the pa} ment is made, and 
the voyage on which she is oi has been bound 


7 Within 24 hours after the ai rival witlun a port of any -vessel 


Master to report arrival 


of the arrival to the Customs 


Tonnage of vessel chargeable with 
coast light dues how ascertained 


chargeable with coast light due^, the 
master of the ve^ei shall give nonce 
Collector 

8 In order to isceitam the ton 
nage of any vessel chaigeable with 
coast light due^, the following rules 
shall he observed — 


(a) If the vessel he a vessel registered under any law foi the time 
A 3 being in force for the registration of 

vessels m India, the Customs Col- 
lector may lequire the owner or master of such vessel, or any other person 
having possession of her register to produce such register for inspec- 
tion If any such owner, master or other person neglects or refuses to 
produce such register or otherwise to satisfy the Customs Collectoi as 
to what is the true tonnage of the vessel m lespect of which such coast 
light dues are payable, he shall be punished with fine which may ex- 
tend to one hundred rupees, and the Customs Collector mav cause the 
vessel to be measured and the tonnage thereof to be ascertained , and 
m such case, the owner or master of the vessel shall albo be k able to p ay 
the expenses of such measuiement 


(» 


If the vessel be not a vessel 
If not registered 


registered under an} law foi the time 
being m force for the legislation 
of vessels m India, and the owner 
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or mastei theieof fails to satisfy the Customs Collector as to what is her 
tme tonnage according to the mode of measurement prescribed by the 
law m force foi the time being for legulatmg the measuiement of British 
registeied vessels, the Customs Collector shall cause the vessel to be mea- 
sured and the tonnage thereof, according to the mode aforesaid, to be 
ascertained , and m such case the’ owner or master of the vessel shall be 
liable to piy the expenses of such measurement 


9 If the master of any vessel refuses or neglects to pay to the Cus- 

toms Colleetoi on demand by him 

On refusal to pay dues or expense*, . 
tiio Coileuior may distr in and soil, the amount of any dues or expenses 

payable undei this Act in respect of 
such vessel, the Customs Collector may distrain or ariest the vessel and 
the tackle, apparel and furmtuie belonging thereto, or any part thereof, 
and detain the same until the amount of such dues or expenses is paid , 
and m case any part of the dues 01 expenses, 01 of the costs of the distress 
or arrest or of the keeping of the same, lernams unpaid for the space of 
five dajb next after any distress 01 anest so made, the Customs Collector 
may cause the vessel or other thing so distrained or arrested to be sold 
and with the proceeds of the .sale may satisfy the dues, expenses and 
costs (including the costs of sale) remaining unpaid and shall render 
the suiplus (if any) to the master of the vessel upon demand 

10 The officer of Government whose duty it is to grant a port 

No port clear nice to be granted until clearance for any vessel shall not 
dut3 Ac, are paid , , , 

grant such port clearance until 
her muster or some othei poison has paid, or secured to the satisfaction 
of the officer, the amount of all dues, expenses and costs with which the 
vessel is chargeable under this Act, and of any fine to which any person 
is liable for anything done by him in contravention of this Act 


11 The master of any vessel departing from or entermg any port in 
Master to specify on demand voyage on Bufish India upon, or m the 
" ' e = sel ,s boand course of, or at the termination 

of, any voyage, shall, upon the demand of the Customs Collector, specify 
upon what voyage she is or has been bound 


12 If the master of any i esse! evades, or attempts to evade, the pay- 

Pcnalty for evading paymen f of dues, &c me nt ot any coast light dues, 

expenses oi costs payable m 
respect of such vessel under this Act, he shall be punished with fine 
which may extend to two hundred mpees 
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1° If any dispute anses as to whether any vessel is chargeable with 
■t-v . , , , any coast light dues expenses 01 costs 

under this Act, or as to the amount 
of such dues, expenses or costs, such dispute shall, upon application made 
m that behalf by eithei of the disputing parties, lie heird and determin- 
ed in the towns of Calcutta, Madias and Bombay by a Presidency 
Magistrate and elsewhere by any Magistrate exercising at the place 
where the dispute arises poweis undei the Code of Criminal Procedure 
not less than those ot a Magistrate of the second cla«s All decisions 
under this section shall be final 

14 All sums collected by Customs Collectors under the provisions 

ot this Act shall be paid into a 
ot^miS e (Siilu!tei OTernment Trea3ury Government Treaty from tune 

to time 

Piosecutions tinder othe) Laus 

15 Nothing herein contained shall prc\ ent any person from bung 

ot p-o^Guuon under other P r, » etuted undei im othel for 
l aWo any Act or omi »iun vrhicli consti 

tutes an oftence against this Act pro\ided that no person shall he 
punished twice tor the same act oi omission 

Statement of Receipts and Evpenditu? e 

16 The Governoi in Council of Port St Gcoige shall, on or befoie 

Statement of renetpte and evpend, tbe *** ^ of 0ctober “ eAch 
ture io be published. year, publish in the Fori St 

Geot qe Gazette a statement showing the amount received on account 
of coast light dues during the year ending on the thirty -first day of 
March last preceding, and the amount expended during the same 
peiiod on the maintenance of coast lights m the Presidency of Port St 
George 
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Presidency bound direct for Colombo and from Colombo 
direct to poits m the Bombay Presidency 



ScHUDULJb —COilld 

Vessels clmigeable with Light Due*, late ot light dues, an d ftwnienp of payment -eontd 

Rate of light How often chargeable 

Vessels chargeable dues 
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Bombay Chamber oe Commerce, 22nd January 1901 

The Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and 

Commerce Department, Calcutta, 

Sir, — Undei the directions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge the 
leceipt of your letter No 5944 S R, dated 30th November 
1900, and accompaniments relating to the proposed scheme for 
the construction and maintenance of additional lighthouses on 
the coasts of the Madias Presidency. 

(2 ) I am to say that my Committee m the first place con- 
sulted the leading shipping authorities of this port and there- 
after appointed a Special Committee to consider the whole 
proposals m the light of the opinions so elicited. 

(3 ) I am now directed to inform you that my Committee 
having received the Report of the said Special Committee, are 
of opinion that while additional lights, if constructed and 
maintained without additional charge upon shipping, would 
neeessanly afford some convenience, there has been put before 
them no evidence to show that such additional lights are m 
an y sense nece^saiy 

(4 ) The Committee would theiefoie stiongly depiecate the 
construction of lights under conditions entailing a superfluous 
tax upon the vessels using the Poit of Madias already so 
heavily burdened with cliaiges , and, while desnous of main- 
taining a general protest against the proposed measure, would 
m particular object to the taxation of vessels sailing from Aden 
to Colombo direct — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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PERSIAN TRADE 

7th Apul 1901 

From Major G Chenevix-Tfevcu, H B M Consul, Seistan, to the 

Secretary Chamber of Commerce, Bombay (Birjand Addles 

C/o the Hoirble the Agent to the Go^ernoi -General, Quetta ) 

Sir,— I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks the boxe>> of 
samples which you have kindly forwarded to m\ address from membei > 
of your Ghambei of Commerce 

The boxes which were delayed on the waj here have onlj now reached 
me This will account for the length of time which elapsed since 
you sent the boxes from Bombay 

I opened the boxes in Bir)and, a centre of tiade m Eastern Persia 

The samples exerted the liveliest interest among the local merchant-, 
especially the samples of lilac k cloth 

I have every hope that orders will ensue fiom joui action 

The general regret of the merchants was that the sampler were not the 
actual goods If they had been huge quantities would bare been sold 
at once 

The Persian is still a stranger to India and hesitate^ before he 
undertakes a long journej to a strange land to buy what lie wants 

Previously he lias journeyed to lus sea coast, and bought whatei er 
goods were brought there by brokers 

A journey by sea is usually dreaded bj Persians In the absence of 
any overland route, such as now exists inter cour-e between India and 
Persia was, therefore, comparatively small 

Eventually the new overland route will draw mam Persians to India 

In the meanwhile the Persian hopes, as I aho hope, that enterprising 
Indian merchants will bring their goods by caravan to Persia, returnin': 
with the exports of wool, ghee, almonds, pistachiu nuts, <ulhs, dried 
fruits, &c 

The Persians, who are quick at learning, will soon make use of the 
overland route m order to carry on a mutual trade to the benefit of both 
India and Persia I have now only to convey to youi Ohambei oi 
Commerce the thanks of the trading community of Eastern Persia for the 
interesting samples which you have sent, and to express, what may be 
a natural desire, but is nevertheless a flattering wish on then pait, 
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that the richer Indian merchants should be the first to cross the overland 
bridge which now evicts between the two countries — I am, &c , 

G CHENEYIX-TRENCH, Major, HBM Consul 
Quetta, 9th April 1901 

Fiow Majoi G Chenm ix-Tre^ch, to the Secretary, Chamber of 
Commercl, Bombay 

Sir,— I n continuation of my letter, dated 7th April, I have the 
honour nou to convey to you what is the unanimous wish of the Persian 
trading community of this part of Persia, vu , that to each large town 
should aurve weekly Bombay quotations of such articles as you have 
sampled , also of ^uch articles as are exported from Persia to Bombay 
In oidet that these quotations should be thoroughly intelligent to 
ev ery Peisian, it is absolutely necessary that they should be written m 
modem Persian English is quite unknown m this country, even 
English or Indian weights and measures are but slightly understood 
In order to meet thus want, I can suggest no better method than that 
you should arrange to have a weekly circular printed m Bombay m 
Persian, giving the exact information which you have given in your 
schedule forwarded with the samples and that you should arrange to 
post weekly this circular either to the British Consular officers m Persia, 
on to leading Persian and other merchants, whose addresses may from 
time to time be given you. 

At find there may appear some difficulties, but I hope that the follow- 
ing suggestions v ill remove them The difficulty of finding any one 
w ho can acurately translate the information required 
For this work, I would suggest your applying to Mnza Abdul Wahab, 
Shirazi, of the Gulzar Huseini Press, the originator of the Persian quo- 
tation leaflet attached to your English schedule 
This Persian leaflet prepared by the Persian Community in Bombay 
uruves weekly at the towns of Southern Persia, and is as one leading 
merchant described it to me, the lamp of the trader 

The Persian translation of the quotations which we now want should 
gne all the information which this one does, but should be an improve* 
ment on it, and give more information, which information can be in- 
dexed, is tune goes on, and trade expands 

With this Persian leaflet as your guide, and with the co-operation of 
the Persian Muza Abdul Wahab Shirazi there should be no difficulty 
in lining a circular m Persian giving all the information contained in 
your English schedule, besides what h aheady supplied m the leaflet, noi 
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should tlieie he an} difficulty m arranging that it should be pnutcd, 
seeing that the Persian press of Gulzai Huseim must be known to you 
As regaids financial difficulties, I am piepaied at piesent to meet 
the cost of 800 copies weekly, and the postage of the same Eventual!} 
anangement may be made to chaige the cost to the tiadeis itttmng the 
uiculai, or possibly the Chamber of Commerce itself would be pieparfd 
to defray some of this cost which is entirely m the interests of the 
trading community m Bombay 

In any case you will not let financial difficulties stand m the wa} in 
order that we may give the advertisement a fair tual 
Next as to the form of the euculai 

It should be cheaply punted, but should he moie attiuctwe than the 
existing leaflet It should besides have some distinctive English maik 
Whether this should be “ Bombay maiket quotations written in 
English (and Persian) aci oss the top or whether it should have a co- 
loured Union Jack on the top, or a small map of India, Peisia and Afgha 
mstan with the chief towns shown or a picture of a dup 01 i new of 
Bombay, I would leave to you 

In order to make the leaflet authentic it should bear some English 
signature at the bottom, eithei punted m English type, 01 be 1 s mule 
of your own signature 

On your own schedule I lu\e suggested some addition's, and }ou will 
piobably think of others Tlieie occurs to me ^eveial w i} s m which such 
a pamphlet might m the future he amplified , h} Consuls m Pa >ia oig- 
gestmg additional mfoim&tion requned by the pamphlet itself and be- 
come a medium for con^ej mg to Indian and Persnn merchants views 
of new routes, <lc 

Advertisements might eventually piv the entne cost of the publication. 
As you have already afforded so much help m adveitismg the 
overland route to Persia, I am pies tuning tk it you will carry out tins 
idea of spreading correct information legal dmg Bombay and Persian 
quotations at first throughout Southern and Eastern Persia, and even- 
tually throughout the whole of Persia 

The following is the distribution I piopo-e fot the 801 copies i 
estimate aie at piesent lequued 

To H B M Consul-Genei \1, Meshed, iddie.s c o the lion ble 


the Agent to the Governoi -Genera I, Quetta •* 200 

To H B M Vice-Consul, Seistan address as above 200 

To H B M Consul-General Busbne, Persnn Unit 200 

To H B M Vice Consul, Bundei Abba- Persian Gult •.« 100 
Mahomiiah, Puatin GuU . 


dotal «** ^ 


}? V 55 
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I slidll I hope shortly be at Meshed, -which place in telegraphic 
communication with Bombay I should be obliged if you would tele- 
graph to me whether you are able to carry out the idea contained in this 
letter, and let me know the probable cost of issuing the publication for 
6 months 

T hope that this latter enterpnze may meet with your approval Und 
suppoit, and that it may become a means of checking the rival conirtier- 
ual mv ision of Southern Persia by Bussia —I am, &c , 

G OHENEVIX-TBENCH, jyLuos 


N ORTH - W ESTERN K-AILW AY 

RATE CIRCULAR No. 104 

Hates for Goods depateked fi om Kurrachee to Quetta for export 
to Persia by the Seistan route 

With efied from the 1st April 1001, a lebate equal to^rdof the 
i i ught paid will he given on all goods, such as Tea, Spices, Piece-goods, 
Tion, Kerosme oil, Sugar, Brass and Coppei, &c , booked and carried 
fiom Kurrachee City or Kiauian to Quetta for export to Persia by the 
Bust in route 

At the tune of booking the consignor will declaie on the consignment 
note that the goods tendered are for export to Persia via Seistan, and 
ihuges will be made at the ordinary rates as usual Subsequently on 
production of a certificate of the Agency Office at Quetta that the goods 
have been actually despatched to Persia, via Seistan, the rebate referred 
to above will be granted as early as possible by the District Traffic 
Superintendent, Quetta. 

By Older, 

li vffic Supdt’s Office, E. P JACOB, Traffic Supdt 

Lahore, dated 26th March 1901. 


North -Western Kailway 
RATE CIRCULAR No 135 

Rebate on Goods booled to or from Quetta for Ti affio to oi 
from Persia ma Seistan . 

Kate Circular No 104 ov 26th March 1901 

With effect from the 1st May 1901, a rabate equal to Jrd of the actual 
freight paid will abo lie allowed on all goods received at Quetta from 
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Persia by the Seistan route, and despatched thence to Kmrachee City 
or Keamari or to N,-W, Batlway stations in the Pu^ab and N -W P 
or stations on connected lines, under a certificate from the Agency 
Office at Quetta that the goods in question have actually tome from 
Persia, 

2 With effect from the same date m local-booking, md from 1st 
June 1901 m through-booking with foreign lines, a similar rebate will 
be granted on. the goods specified below when booked and carried from 
the stations named to Quetta for export to Persia by the Semtan 
route, nt 




o 

Ordinal y tauft 



rH 

rates per maund 

CnuMopmes 

Station from 

2 

*o he charged 



$ 

m the fust 



w. 

instance 


Tea at It B 


Shikarpur 


Quetta 


Bs a p 
0 9 4 


Tea m bags or boxes at 


Do 

do 

Do 

do 

Do 

do 

Indigo 

’ 

Do 
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3 In case of goods leceived jo om Peisia, the consignor will declare 
on the consigment-note, and produce at the time of hooking a certificate 
of the Agency Office at Quetta to the effect that the goods tendered 
have ictinllv Leon iecei\ed theie froi/o Pei sia via Beistan for despatch 
to Kiuiaclice ui Kianuri or to stations m the Punjab The Station 
Mastei at Quetta will make a siruilai note on the original invoice and 
Railway receipt, and will also forwaid the ongmal certificate of the 
Agency Office tendeied by the consignor to Station Master at destination 
where the rebate referred to above will be gi anted by the District Traffic 
Supeuntendent concerned as early as possible Put m the case of goods 
booked to Quetta fui Peiaia, the consignor will declare on the consign* 
ment-note that the good* tendeied aie foi expoit to Persia via Seistan, 
and subsequently on production of a certificate issued by the Agency 
Office at Quetta, that the goods have actually been despatched to Persia 
via Seistan, the rebate referred to above will be granted as early as 
possible by the District Tiaffie Superintendent 

By Ordei, 

0 J KEENE, Offg Traffic Superintendent 

Traffic Stjpdt ’s Office, 

Lahopf, dated 3id Miy 1901 


Nopth-Western Railway 
RATE CIRCULAR No 207 

Bate* ovei E /. and 0 & R Railways for Goods 
booled to Quetta en-route for Peisia via 
Snstan and vice versa „ 

With effect from the l>t August 1901 In through-booking with these 
lams, the following conec ^ons m rates will be granted by the E I. and 
0 & R Railway* on g Is traffic to or from Persia by the Seistan 
route * — 

Oudli and Rohilkhand Railway —All tiaffie between 0 and R Rail- 
way stations and Quetta, via Delhi and via Saharanpur, which is declar- 
ed on the forwarding notes as for Seistan and Persia, via the Nushki 
loute and vae iCt will be chaiged l-3rd lowei freight than the Tariff 
rates, provided the minimum rate of the class is not infringed 

East Indian Railway —A similar rebate as allowed by the N.-W. 
Railway, vide paras 1 and 2 of Rate Circular No, 135, dated 3rd May 
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1901, will be granted by the E I Hallway The procedure with regard 
to grant of rebate and declaration of goods on the consignment-notes, 
&c , laid down in para 3 of Bate Circular No 135, dated 3rd May 1901, 
will he followed also m booking goods to or from E I Railway stations. 

C J KEENE, Offg Traffic Superintendent. 

Traffic Supdt 7 s Office, 

Lahore, dated 31st July 1901 


Quetta, dated 3rd September 1901.. 
To the Secretary, Chambep of Commerce, Bombay 

Bear Sir, — In continuation of my Circular letter of the 6th August 
1901, 1 would be much obliged if you would cause the enclosed notes 
regarding trade with Persia and the Persian Passport regulations to be 
circulated as widely as possible among such members of your Chamber 
of Commerce as are interested in the Nuslihi Seistan trade route — 
Yours, 

F C WEBB- WARE, Captain, ISC, 

Political Assistant, Chagai 


{a) Eor purposes of calculating the 5 per cent ad valorem duty 
which is payable on all goods , crossing the frontier into Persia, the 
Persian Customs Officials insist on the production of the original invoice 
and decline to accept true copies 

(ft) All invoices should he clearly written in English 

(c) Merchants forwarding goods to Persia will find that it will save 
much time and delay if they take the precaution of having their invoices 
attested by a properly qualified official m the town or place from which 
the goods are despatched. 

(d) The importation of arms and ammunition into Persia is strictly 
forbidden 

(e) It has been decided that the meaning of the term 5 per cent, 
ad valorem is 5 per cent on the original invoice value of the goods plus 
5 per cent on the freight charges to the Persian frontier, in other words 
5 per cent, on the value of the goods at the point they enter Persia 

co— 63 
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(/) The Persian Custom* Department reseive the right of buying m 
any goods which they considei aie declared below their proper value 

{rj) By a Persian law, which came into force on the 3rd April 1901, 
all inland Customs house* and transit and other dues paid on imported 
goods tiansported from place to place m Persia have been abolished and 
a Piahdan tat of 22 shahis per load of 1,200 kilos, or approximately 
per 240 lbs has been instituted, the tax being taken on the departure 
of goods from the Frontier and is payable by the earners— the Kahdari 
tax is leviable m addition to the duty of 5 per cent ad valot m which 
the Persian Government takes under the present international customs 
Convention 

Although Peisian law prescribes that the Balxlari tax is payable by 
carriers, yet rnei chants foi warding goods to Persia via the Nushki 
Seistan route will he called on to pay the tax themselves, unless the 
agreement they have entered into with carriers in Quetta expiessly 
stipulates the conti aiy 


PASSrORTS 

(a) Passports can be obtained on application tojthe first Assist- 
ant to the Hon ble the Agent to the Goveinor-Gen Ejeluchis- 

tan, and on i piymenfc ot a fee of one rupee per passport 

(1) To s =ive delay applicants for passports are recommended to 
apply to the First Assistant to the Hon’able the Agent to the Gov- 
ernor-Gener il m Beluchistan one clear month before the date they 
are timed to amve in Quetta enclosing the accompanying form D 
duly filled m and stating the date of their arrival m Quetta, and 
v» hat their addiess will be theie 

(e) Ho ptsspoit xs ill be issued to Natnes of India unless they 
come to Quetta piovided with identity of ceitifieate made out in 
the form attiched, and counteisigned by the Deputy Commissioner 
of then district 

(d) The Persian passpoit regulations, dated 1st Maich 1900, 
provide that every foreigner who may wish to travel m Peisia 
shew his passort on entering Persian territory, and if the pass- 
port is not provided with the ase of a Persian Consular Officer, he 
must obtain the ns* and pay the fee of 12 krans pi escribed (laboiu- 
eis 4 krans) 
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(e) Articles 12 to 15 of the Persian ordei m the Council of i860, 
lays down that every non resident British subject arriving m Persia 
at a place wheie a Consular Officer is maintained {shall register 
himself within a month of his arnval m a specnl registei to be 
kept for the purpose, and obtain a registration certificate pa^v mg a 
fee of 2-6 for the same, and that no one not so registered is entitled 
to sue or to receive the support or protection of a Consular Officer 

F C WEBB-WARE, Captain, ISC, 

Political Assistant, Chagu 


D 

Faun to he filled in by an Applicant fin a Pa^pm t 


I Name 

2. Eebidence _ _ 

3 Profession 

4 Age 

5 Place of bntli 

6 Domicile 

7 Nationality of Patents 

8 Proceeding to . 

9 For the purpose of 

10 Proposed period of absence 

II Members of the applicant s family accompanying lum, u nd to be 

included m the same Pa^port 
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North Western Railway 
notice 

Rebate on Goods booled to 01 from Quetta for traffic 
to 01 from, Persia via Seistan 

A rebate equal to J of the actual freight paid (N W Ry proportion 
only) will be allowed on all goods booked and earned from Kurrachee 
City or Kiamari to Quetta for export to Persia or received at Quetta 
from Persia by the Seistan route, and despatched thence to Kurrachee 
City or Kiamari or to N W Radway stations m the Punjab and N W 
P or stations on connected lines, undei a certificate from the Agency 
office at Quetta that the goods in question have actually been booke&to 
Persia or have come from Persia via Seistan 

2 A similar rebate will be granted on the goods specified below when 
booked and carried from the stations named to Quetta for export to 
Persia by the Seistan route, viz — 
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Note —In through-booking with Foreign lines the above arrangement will have 
effect from 1st June 1901* 
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3 In case of goods received jrom Persia, the consignor will declare 
on the consignment-note, and produce at the time of booking a certificate 
of the Agency office at Quetta to the efiect that the goods tendered have 
aetmUy been received there jron o Persia via Seistan for despatch to 
Kurrachee 01 Kiamaii 01 to stations in the Punjab, N -W P and sta- 
tions on Foreign Lines The Station Mastei at Quetta will make a 
similar note on the original invoice and Bailway leceipt, and will also 
forward the original certificate of the Agency office tendered by the con- 
signor to Station Master at destination where the rebate referred to 
above will be granted by the District Traffic Superintendent concerned 
as early as possible But m the case of goods booked to Quetta for 
Persia, the consignor will declare on the consignment-note that the goods 
tendered are for export to Persia i ia Seistan, and subsequently on pro- 
duction of a certificate issued by the Agency office at Quetta, that the 
goods have actually been despatched to Persia via Seistan, the rebate 
referred to above will he granted as eaily as possible by the District 
Traffic Superintendent, Quetta 

By Order, 

C J KEENE, Ofig Traffic Superintendent, 

Traffic Supdt ’s Office, 

Lahore, dated 20th May 1901 


No 1236 

Dated Quetta, the 2nd October 1901 
To the Secretary, Bombay Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
Deaf Sip,— I n continuation of my Circular notice, No 1206, dated 
30th September 1901, 1 forwaid for your information a copy of a Notifi- 
cation, I have received from His Britannic Majesty’s Consul m Seistan,. 
regarding the payment of Customs dues —Yours, &c , 

P 0 WEBB-WABE, Captain', 

Pohtical Assistant, Chagai 

The Office! in ch nge of the Customs Department m Seistan, has issued 
a notice to the following efiect — 

I All Cirav j ns for Birjand and Mashad must pay Customs dues 
in Seistan. This cannot he done in Birjand or Mashad 
II. Original invoices and money to defray Customs charge*? must be 
produced m Seistan 
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III, Caiatans cannot take the direct route fiom Killa Iiobat to 
Bnjand, but must make the detour Semtan 

IV Good, not cleared fiom Customs within eight days of arrival 

will be charged demurrage 

V Two months are allowed for hansit of goods from Seistan to 

Birjaml and three months fiom Seistan to Maslnd 

F C WEBB- WARE, Captain, 

Politn al Assistant, Cliagn 


No 1208 of 1901 

Quetta, 4th October 1001 

To the Segpetapy, Bombay Chamber of Commerce, Bombay. 

Sir, —In continuation of my Cucular letter No 1236, dated the 2nd 

Octohei 1901, I have the honour to attach a trinshtmn of a law 
recently passed by the Government of Persia tnd would bo fa\ouied hj 
youi lecoiding the ^arne for the information of such ot your mem hem 
ns aie interested m Persian tnde 

Might I enqune whethei youi Chamber of Commerce is advised on the 
subject of Persian trade and also whether you wish me to supply you 
regularly with such information regarding tins trtde as is calculated to 
piove of mteiest to the membeis of jour Clumber of Commerce 

F C WEBB-WARE, Captain, 

Political Assistant, Ciiiuai 

(copi) 

Law abohbhinq Inland Custom Houses in Penta 

Thanks be given to the Supreme Being and praises to Hi, Holy 
Prophet, to his family and to his comptmon, We, Mozaffer ed Dm, 
King of Kings, Supreme Sovereign of the Persian Empne 

Considering that in the best administered countries of Em ope and 
notably m Russia, inland custom house, have lung been abolished tnd 
that the result has been a considerable decrease m the price of iood for 
the people and a gieat development of tiade, and wishing to arsine 
these benefits for our people and at the same time to regulate the 
custom duties on goods, both imported and exported, is well a& the 
collection of the <£ mghdari ” taxes, «o as to put an end to the abuse s. 
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winch had been intioduced by farmers of customs m the old days and 
to establish an equality among the different categories of merchants who 
trade in our empire 

For these ends we have ordered this law to be made — 

1 The Custom houses m the towns of the Persian Empire for the 
collection of octroi dues of khanate, meidan, and kapanadari or other 
similar taxes are and will in future be abolished and it will not b& 
permitted to any Governor or to any other person to re-establish the* 
said collections either directly or indirectly so far, be it understood, as 
these appertained formerly to the revenue of the custom house 

2 The duties on goods imported from abroad into this country, 
and on goods exported from this country are uniformly at 5 per cent 
“ ad valorem m accordance with the rule established m the year 
1246 of the Hejire by our glorious predecessor Ea-i-Ali-Shah, whose 
memory is sacred 

This rule does not apply to the trade of those countries with which 
Persia has concluded Treaties fixing the import and export duties at 
higher rates than 5 per cent of their value 

* The above is also subject to the condition of the prohibitions of import 
and export established by the Law of the 5th Ramzan 1317 

3 The “ raghdan ” road duties which from time imm emorial have 
been demanded from muleteers and other transport agents who make 
use of Government roads aie uniformly fixed at 22 chais for a mule 
load weighing 40 batmans of 640 miskals 

Loads of a greater or lesser weight will be fixed according to the real 
weight m proportion to the rates indicated 

It is expressly stipulated that the present tax is established on the 
loads of muleteers and other transport agents m order to compensate 
for the expense of construction, upkeep and guard of the Government 
roads, and it must be paid directly by the muleteers and other transport 
agents, and in no instance can it be evaded whatever be the rank or 
nationality of the individuals from whom the transport is being earned 
In order to facilitate the collection of the tax and to prevent its being 
demanded more than once for the same transport, we command that with 
regard to the carnage of goods imported from abroad even if for direct 
export to other countries or of goods sent from the interior of the country 
to a transport office for exportation, the tax is to be levied by the 
*mpk>y& of the import office or by the employes of the export office* and 
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these officials aie bound to deliver tlie receipts to the persons interested 
The production of these receipts tv ill obviate any further repayment 

The “raghdan ” or road tax is to be specially charged on all beasts of 
burden and caits In the case of refusal of immediate payment the 
beasts of burden and the caits are to be retained , but as was formerly 
the case it is strictly forbidden that tax collectors should keep the goods 
confided to the muleteers or earners as a pledge 

We formally declare that throughout our Kingdom “ no raghdan ” 
tax can be levied by any one except by those who have been specified 
m this article With the solitary exception of those taxes which aie 
already or which will be fixed m the future for the transport on tho-e 
roads which have been constructed by special order and for winch special 
authority to levy taxes has been given to the contractors 

4 This law will come into foice from the 12th Zilhadjeh 1318 
Our Sadrazam is commanded to have it pi omulgated m all town of 
the Empire and to give the necessary orders for its enforcement to the 
Customs Department 


No 1409 

Quettv, 25th Octol er 1901 


To the Editor, “ Indian Textile Journal,” Bombiy 

Sir, -My attention has been drawn by the Bombay Chamber of Com- 
meice* to the paragraph m youi issue of September 1901, in which it is 
alleged that the Nushki Seistan tnde route is a “ fraud, ; thkt “two 
parties of traders from Bombay were recently robbed and sent hack 
minus goods and money,” that there is no route 4 properly speaking” 
and that “the authorities at Quetta can offer neithei assistance nor pro- 
tection to travellers ” and m reply to their communication I hive ussmed 
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce thit the writer of the piragnph 
cannot substantiate his statements By stating that the writer cannot 
substantiate his statements the meaning I desire to convey is that all 
four statements are equally inaccurate, I will now proceed to point out 
(a) Micrht I enquire how the water of the paragraph cm reconcile 
his statement that the trade route is a “ fraud ’ with the yearl 3 returns 


of trade whioh I ?ive Mow 

1897- 98 

1898- 99 

1899- 1909 

1900- 1901 


Rs 5, 89,929 
„ 7,28,OS2 

„ 12,35,412 
„ 15,34 452 


cc— 64 
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You will note that the value of the trade winch has passed, along the 
Qnetta-Seistan trade route has doubled dunng the last two years 

(h) The wntei of the paiagiaph would confer favour by furnish- 
ing the B lluclnstan Agency with the names of some of the members of 
the two parties ot Bombay merchants whoweie robbed of their goods and 
money as nothing is known m Quetta of either of these incidents 

(c) Sartip Mir Masum Khan, son of the Governor of Seistan, who paid 
India a visit last cold veatlier, drove two carriages back to Seistan along 
the Kutolia road which connects Nushki with Seistan and some of the 
British Consul m Serstan’s servants drove up to Seistan m an ekka — 
this supplies the most suitable answer as to whether theie is or is not 
“ a route properly speaking ” 

(cl) Regarding the alleged inability of the Quetta authorities to 
protect traveller it will suffice to say that since the route was thrown 
open to the public m May 1807 only one robbery has taken place on the 
caravan road One lobbery m five years on a frontier caiavan road 
nearly 500 mile* in length speaks for itself and shows whether the pie* 
cautions taken by the Baluchistan authorities aie effective or otherwise 
I w ould explain that the victims of the solitary robbery referred to, 
were a party of pilgums, men, women and children and not traders and 
that the leader of the lobbers is now m confinement undergoing the just 
penalty of hi* crime 

The Government ot India have taken the most elaboiate precautions to 
protect traveller using tbe trade route with the result that during the last 
four you-, although three raiding parties have been destroyed and all 
their member excepting three men shot, no single caravan with the one 
exception letened to, lias ever >et been robbed and no traveller or trader 
ha* ever been attacked oi maltreated 

If you will compare the statements made by your conespondent 
with the text of an addiess which a party of Patna hawabs, who essayed 
the road a few month* ago, presented on their arrival at Mashad to Bis 
Britannic Maje*tj % Consul General, which is prmted m the “ Pioneer ^ 
paper of the 7th, jou will perceive that the writer of thepaiagiaph 
criticized ha* been drawing on a “ remarkably 5 > fertile imagination 

I trust that m the next issue of your journal you will give the same 
prominence to this denial as you did to the paragraph taken exception to. 
Yours, , 

F C WEBB-WABE, Captain, 

Political Assistant, Chagas 
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No 1411 of 1901 

Quetta, 25th October 1901 

Copy of the foiegomg is forwaided to the Secretaiy, Bomba} Clumber 
of Commerce, Bombay, for information with reference to correspondence 
closing with his letter dated 4th October 1901 

F C WEBB- WARE, CAptyin, 

Political Assist int, Chagai 

No 1421 

Quetta, 28th October 1901 

To the Secpetary, Bombay Chamber of Commerce, Bomb it 

Bear Sir, — In continuation of my Circulai letter No 13G3, dited ]9th 
October 1901, I attach for the information of such members of} our 
Chamber of Commerce as are interested m the Nudiki Seistm truie 
route, a copy of a telegiam ■which I have received from Bis Biittnnn, 
Majesty’s Consul General Mashad — Youis, &c , 

F C WEBB-WARE, Cutain, 

Political Asa^'-ant, Clngu 


Copy of a telegram dated Mashad, the 2oth September 1901, fiom 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chenemx G Trench, ISC, Agent to the Governor- 
General of India ind His Britannic Majesty’s Consul Genertl for Khor- 
assan and Seistan, to the Honourable Colonel C E Yate, C S I, CM 
G , Agent to the Governor-General and Chief Commissioner in Balu- 
chistan 

Customs now demand payment of dues for ail places Persia at frontier 
Seistan (falsitos) Please inform merchants invoices nectary Sei*Un 


No 1486 

Quetti, 1st November 1901, 

To the Secretary, Bombay Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 

Dear Sir,— I have the honour to refer }ou to my Circular letter 
No 868, dated 6th August 1901, announcing that a small institute tor the 
exhibition of patterns of Indian manufactures has been opened m Quetta 
and to request that you will favour me by drawing the attention of the 
members of your Chamber of Commerce to the facilities which now exist 
in Quetta for the exhibition of samples of Indian manufactured goods, 
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I am m receipt of information fiom His Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
General, Mashad, that some 2,000 camel loads of goods may be expected to 
arrive m Quetta m the conise of the wmtex and H B M ’s Consul m 
Seistan bis notified me that upwards of two thousand camel loads of 
ghee are waiting despatch from Seistan 

All the camels which bring goods to Quetta will take back Indian 
goods to Persia I would therefore ask jou to urge the members of your 
Chamber of Commerce to take advantage of tbe facilities wbicb tbe new 
institute offers for bringing their manufactures to tbe notice of traders 

I would again call special attention to the importance of labelling all 
samples sent me with the puces landed in. Quetta per maund, bale, etc., 
less the rebate which is granted on the railway freight of goods 

I am leaving Quetta on tour shortly, but samples despatched to me ? 
c,oK B Mirza Mobamed Taki Khan, will be taken delivery by bun and 
will be duly placed m tbe institute — Yours, &c , 

F C WEBB-WARE Captain, 

Pobtical Assistant, Chagai 


(Circular) Ko 868, 6th August 1901 

Quetta, July 1901 

Gentlemen, — Tbe erection of a suitable building m Quetta for tbe 
accommodation of merchants and otbeis interested m tbe Nushki-Seistan 
trade route and tbe appointment of Khan Bahadur Mirva Mahomed 
Taki Khan, an old and respected Government pensioner, with duties to 
safeguard tbe interests of traders arriving m Quetta and to aid them m 
disposing of their goods and making then purchases, has enabled me to 
put into practice a scheme I have long had under consideration and to 
provide a small institute in Quetta, where patterns of such goods as are 
m demand in Persia will always, m futme, be kept on view 

Tbe building selected is especially adapted to tbe puipose for which it 
has been provided, as it is within the limits of the Caravansarai and is 
thus immediately m view of every trader arriving in Quetta 

I beg to request that you will favour me by requesting such members 
of your Firm as are interested in trade with Persia to forward me, 
carnage paid, specimen patterns of the goods they manufacture, taking 
care to label each pattern m English, Urdu and Persian with the manu- 
facturer’s name m full, the initial cost of each article per maund, bale, &e t 
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as the ease may be, the carriage to Quetta as well as any other me i- 
dental charges, and such other infoimation as can be compressed into a 
small space, and will prove of advantage to would-be purchasers 

X would request you to explain to the member of your Firm that 
within a reasonable limit they cannot foiward too many patterns, as the 
requirements of Per&ian tiade are as numerous as they are varied and 
include such goods as tea, indigo, piece goods of every description and 
variety, ironmongery, glassware, cutlery, jewellery, watches, saddlery, 
leather goods of every description not excluding ladies kid boots and shoes, 
glassware, paper, cigarettes and tobacco, fancy goods, &c In a caravan 
which recently left Quetta were included amongst other goods non 
bedsteads, mincing machines, stained glass windows and bicycles 

I would note that when calculating railw ay fieights to Quetta the 
rebates on the freight of goods granted by the North-Western Rail w ay 
and other railway systems should necessarily be duly considered 

Messrs Mclver McKenzie of Karachi and Mr D McBean of the 
Quetta Branch of the Punjab Bank are prepared to act as foi warding 
Agents 

I would lastly beg you to give the widest possible circulation to this 

Le ' Jlfcl ‘ F C WEBB- WARE, CAPrtix, ISC, 

Hon Member, Karachi Chamber of Commerce, 
Political Oflicer in charge of the Quetta-Seistan trade route 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING THE QUETTA- 
MASHAD TRADE ROUTE urn NUSHKI AND SEISTAN. 

1 What is the distance between Quetta and Mabhad, 

1 1011 miles if the short route via Neh, Birjand, Turbat-i-Shaikh 

Jam and Karez is followed * 

The unite through Birjand is considerably longer, but passes through 
towns and villages Birjand itself is a large trading centre, which ia 
dependent on India 

WJiat it the distance J) o m Banda) Abbab to Jlabhad 9 

966 miles This route has the disadvantage of passing through one of 
the hottest parts of Persia, and is co nsequently only open during the 

* The customs Agent m Seistan insists on caravans marthuu from KiUa Robat to 
Jtfasratabad, thus lengthening toe jou ney from 1011 miles to 1137 miles — IT \ 

About 12 annas per camel — F \\ 
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winter months This road, passing as it does, through the Balttch 
country, i& by no means safe The Seistan route on the other hand 
passes for a large part thiougk British territory, where it is well piotected 
There is a Vice-Consul m Sistan to look after the interests of the trade 

What ait the customs regulations in Persia and 
how is the department organized ? 

The customs department in Persia is in charge of the Belgians 5 per 
cent ad valorem is payable by all foreign subjects on mpoits and exports 
In order to calculate the value of an article traders aie called on to pro- 
duce then original purchase invoices, and the customs department adds 
to these prices the cost of transport from Bombay (or intermediate place) 
to Seistan and calculates the 5 per cent on the total value It is best to 
have the invoice from India certified to by a British official This saves 
discussion, and is preferied by the customs official The charge of 5 per 
cent on the cost of transport at first appears to be an unusual charge, 
but it is according to Persian regulations and must be adhered to It 
obviously aftects heavy goods more than articles of luxury A representa 
tion has been made to H M's Minister enquiring whether the regula- 
tions ordering that the cost of transport be added to the invoice price of 
the article, cannot be amended 

There is a further somewhat vexatious regulation regaiding the cost of 
transport of such goods as are not declared at the frontier, but are 
brought to towns like Mashad and duty paid there These are charged 
an additional 5 per cent on the cost of transport from the frontier to 
the town 

It is not always convenient for traders to pay their customs dues at the 
frontier , they prefer to pay at the destination of the goods, and on 
receipt of same The order, however, exists and has to he obeyed. In 
addition to the 5 per cent ad valorem tax, a “rahdan” tax, is paid at 
the rate of 22 shahis per mule load of 40 Tabrizi mans British subjects 
are called on to pay this 4 rahdari JJ tax, but under protest H M 's 
Minister has not yet issued orders whether this tax is to he enfoiced by 
the Persian Government Monsieur Molitor of the Belgian customs 
department is m charge of the Seistan customs He will submit a report 
shortly as to the best means of organismg bureau or posts for the collec- 
tion of customs dues 

Seistan being surrounded by open deserts, and having an open frontier, 
is a difficult place to so arrange posts so that caiavans will not easily 
evade them and yet place them that they will be convenient to trade It 
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will take some time to organize those posts , and in the meanwhile the 
customs department is to do its best to collect its dues It is hoped that 
British traders will facilitate the customs department Godowns for the? 
safe custody of merchants’ goods will be built , for the piesent no such 
arrangements exist, for the Seistan route is still m its early stage 

What tian^pwt ai i anqements exist m India * 

The only transport is of couise camels These can be obtained m 
Quetta, and will carry goods through to Mashad It must however b& 
remembered that both camels and camel men are very conservative and do 
not take easily to a new route Theie is therefore often some diihculty 
m Quetta m obtaining transport Captain AVebb Ware, who is m tharire 
of the road as far as Killa Robat on the frontier, is alway s ready to 
afford assistance During the six winter months camels may generally 
be found m Seistan who will travel to Birjand and Mashad 

At Birjand it is hard to obtain camels There aie m vny of these, blit 
they are generally formed into large ciravans and travel during the 
winter months to Bandar Abbas Tim route is fast giving pi tic to the 
Seistan route, and there is little doubt that the eimefo which former! y 
went to Bandar Abbas will cairy goods to Quetta by the Sei^tan-Xu>hki 
route 

What lb the cod oj tuin>po/t 

The cost of tiansport of couise varies Kotlimg is fixed m Persia. 
The time of the 'year, the demand for camels, etc , necessarily after ts the 
cost of transport The average cost of the hue of tian^fort maj be taken 
at Rs 5 per Indian maund from Quetta to Seistan, Rs 7-8-0 from Quetta 
to Birjand, and Rs 10 from Quetta to Mashad * 

What means have Goiemment tahn Joi the piottctiun 
oftiadeib and t? a cellos by the luute 

The Xushki route, as far as Kalla Robit, is guarded by lev} sowars 
along the whole route Arrangements are being made at each stage for 
the accommodation of tiavellers , wells have been dug, shelters are pro- 
vided, slio^s with supplies exist at certain stages There are Po 3 t offices 
established along the route, etc Any one arriving m Quetta with his 
goods could easilj ascertain all details about the road, winch may be 
considered perfectly safe, and very easy to travel over The three summer 

* Bates for camel carnage are constantly varjmg Daring August and September 
1901 camolB were engaged for Rs 31-12-0 per head from Quetta to Birjand, A camel 
caines j load of o maunds of AGO Ibo — Jb \V, 
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months are of course hot and dry The tkiee winter months are wmdy 
and cold , and during the spring some ram may be expected 

The autumn months are the most favourable for travelling 

Name of Goiei nmcnt Agent m Quetta for further mg the intei ests 

of tiadeis 

In Quetta there is a well appointed caravan serai for the use of 
travellers and traders Khan Bahadur Mirza Muhammad Taki Khan is 
m charge of this caravan serai Questions regarding transport and details 
of the road should be addressed to him 

Muhammad All bi others who have been the chief pioneers of 
the Nnshki route are ready to forward any goods to Persia and 
to act as commission agents They may be relied upon as a trustworthy 
firm 

Whether it is safe foi Hindus to tiavel in Pei sia. 

In a Muhammadan country like Persia, B indus are not much know r n 
and may be looked on at first with some suspicion The Persian, however, 
is a great trader, and not of a quarrelsome natuie so will readily take to 
Hindus visiting his country Hindus themselves should~be careful to he 
polite and not over-exactmg from Persians, who are not acquainted with 
the customs of the Hindu lelxgion I can safely however promise absolute 
safety to all British subjects m Peisia whether Muhammadans or Hindus 

What Emopean tiaders aie tkeie m the mailet 

At present there are no European traders m the market, though three 
or four are preparing to send caravans during the winter to Meshed 

Whether land can be obtained for building ^hop^> 

Yes, all British Indian traders are entitled to obtain land m Persia 
In Mashad the hiring or the building of a shop is as simple as it would 
be m India In Seistan where the land is crown property there has been 
some difficulty Land for building has never before been wanted and 
the Persian Government m Tehran now think it a good opportunity to 
charge highly for valueless land m Seistan While the argument goes on 
about the price, there is some difficulty m obtaining sanction to build 
As much as 6 krans for one square Persian Zirah (40 inches) has been 
named In the town of Mashad the cost of land vanes and may be 
much higher than what is suggested for land m Seiotan The difficulty 
about obtaining sites for buildings will shortly be remedied, for it is 
receiving the attention of H M *s Minister 
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Length of time necessary to travel f?om Quetta to Seistan 
and Seistan to Mashad 

A caravan from Quetta to Seistan takes 35 to 40 days A traveller 
oan cover the same distance in about 25 days 

From Seistan to Mashad a caravan takes 20 da} s by the direct route 
A traveller can do it m 15 days 

A caravan takes 10 days from Seistan to Birjand 

Is there a field for private enterpnse 

There is undoubtedly a great field for private enterprise The Persian 
readily buys all articleb of luxury as long as they are English 

It is impossible to give a list of the many and miscellaneous articles 
which the Persians readily buy I should say that Mr Wluteaway 
Laidlaw’s shop m Calcutta stocked as it was, would be much suited for 
the market of Mashad, and for the smaller towns m a lesser degree The 
Persians readily buy all novelties, preferring always to buy something 
new to what he has been accustomed to Persian ladies aie all adopting 
European dress 

All articles of ladies dress, jewelry, etc , find a ready sale m Peisia 
Indian durzees who could make ladies’ dresses would find i greit scope for 
their work Shops m Persia should have some good durzees attached 
to them 

Of the articles most likely to find a market in Persia tea, indigo, cloth, 
and piece-goods come first Tea is unrversally drunk m Persia, and tan 
only be brought from India The Persian is \ery paiticular about hu> 
tea and will pay for higher quabties Green tea is quite out of fashion m 
Persia* , black tea alone is drunk , Indigo is m universal demand The 
eheap sort from Mooltan has hitherto chiefly supplied the market The 
better sort from Calcutta made up into bucks, which is easier to trans- 
port, would, I think, very soon oust the other from the market 

All the Persians dress m cloth and insist on having Engksh 
cloth for which there is a constant demand, black cloth is the most 
popular I would, however, stronglv recommend tradeis to introduce 
the cheaper cloths from the Indian mills They should find a 
market with those who cannot afford the moie expensive English 
cloth , piece goods in the North of Persia meet with beveie compeh- 

* Thcie however is a demand for green tea m Herat and Northern Afghanistan. 

Afghans preferring green tea to black — F W 
€C—bo 
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txon from Russians bounty fed trade The Russian piece-goods are 
howe\ei of such poor quality that English piece goods compete on account 
of the quality if not on account of price Among miscellaneous articles 
I may mention boots, shoes, clocks, perfumery, hardware, Kashmn work, 
such as scheen wara tables, kalamdans, etc , papier maehe work, 
musical boxes, soap, toys, m fact Mashad is a new market to the Indian 
trader and a market which has until now been chiefly supplied from 
Russia, it is impossible to say what miscellaneous goods would not sell 

There is a European colony here of about 20 people all of whom want 
the oidinary requirements of Europeans m India Berkefeldt filters, 
sparklets, and Indian solar topis are often badly wanted 

Whcit assistance one? chants with good refe? ences, can expect 
fi om B ? itish Consuls z?i Pe? sia 

British Consuls are, of course, willing to give traders every assistance 
possible Traders occasionally inquire whether British Consuls are m a 
position to advance them sums of money to trade with British Consuls 
are not in. a position to do this Traders who want advances to trade 
with should apply to Government, and obtain an order for money before 
they proceed to Persia 

What arrangements are there for the transference of money 
between Persia and India 

The Punjab Banking Company, which has a branch m Quetta, is m 
correspondence with the Imperial Bank of Persia which has a branch m 
Mashad Bills of exchange between these two banks can always be 
arranged In Beistan the disposal and withdrawal of money is not so 
simple but the Government of India have authorized the British Vice- 
Comul there to ls^ue Government supply bills to an unlimited extent on 
Bombay in exchange for krans The Vice-Consul can also issue “ barats” 
on Mashad If receipts from the Quetta treasuiy aie produced, the Vice- 
Con&nl would be m a position to pay traders money necessary foi the 
payment of customs dues, or lor the purchase of wool At Birjand a very 
similar arrangement can be come to with the help of the Vice Consul m 
Seistan 


The Imperial Bank of Persia is seriously considering the advisability of 
opening branches of their Eank in Seistan and in Bir,and. This would 
he a gie.it boon to trader. Tinders must however remember that the 
more traders employ the Seistan route to Persia the greater the 
Polities there wiE be At the same time the gxeater the facilities 
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tins more numerous become the traders and the smaller are the profits 
The Pioneers of such a trade route have the most trouble but the 
greatest profits 

Ate theie any Pet nan met chants who would do business with 
Indian met chants dvcct 

I do not think that, at present, any Persian merchants would carry 
on business direct w ith Indian merchants and the Persians, at present, 
know very little about India owing to there having been no land com- 
munication until recently between the two countries, neither know the 
language of the other The Persian trader is accustomed to carry on his 
business in a lazy way, for he lives m a lazy way, he demands long 
credits, and his methods cannot he characterised as strictly honest 
Indian trade with Persia will flourish when Indian traders settle m 
Persia and constitute themselves into Peisian agents for Indian mei- 
chants This question I am frequently asked, and always have to 
answer m the negative, though I know how dependent Peiui i& on India 
for much I wait always for Indian merchants to establish themselves 
I believe that there would be large profits to any European him who 
established in the towns of Eastern and Northern Peisia intelligent 
Indian managers or agents with capital, who would sell, m the Invfc 
instance, miscellaneous articles and who would exentuull) take up the 
export as well as the import trade The towns of Persia, being unfortu- 
nately a long way from the Indian centie* moie capital than the ordinary 
native of India possesses is required This should be supplied by large 
English firms. 

What are the pnees obtaining in the Persian markets fur the 

\ various at tides suggested as being Idtly to sell and uhat ate 
the riding prices of such art ides as aie u potted to India 

This is a question I am often asked and have as often to return an un- 
satisfactory answer The conditions of trade in Persia are different from, 
countries where railways and telegraphs play such a large j art m fixing 
prices In Persia, speaking generally, it is the season of the } ear and 
the supply of camel which aftects prices The Persian likes to speculate 
and corner consequently tea or indigo products always m demand will 
suddenly rise m puce by leaps and hounds, caused bv the lateness of a 
season or the delay of all the caravans from Bxndar Abbas aggravated h) 
a ring of Persians who aie buying up all existing tei m the market 
This price of couise falls with a heavy slump on the urn xl of uti nan^ , 
such must always happen m a coimtiy where the -mppl} ot w ants 1^ met 
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by caravans coming a long distance and at fixed seasons only So far 
Bunder Abbas lias been the only route from India for tbe Mashad 
markets A route which I have explained is only possible during the 
winter The opening of the Seistan route will make a great change 
This route is possible all the year round, so that the supply for the 
maihets of Persia can be regularly maintained and we shall be in a 
position to quote prices Indian merchants established m Mashad, in 
the first instance for the purpose of selling miscellaneous goods, will very 
soon concentrate the whole of the tea trade into their own hands 
Although I am unable to quote, for the information of merchants, prices 
of a stable market, I am able to inform them that every Persian drinks 
tea, and that the whole of Persia is dependent on India for its 
supply 

As regards prices of other articles, it must he remembered that Mashad 
is an untapped market The trade by Bandar Abbas was never exces- 
sive whereas it is probable, that all kinds of articles are likely to come 
into Persia by the Seistan route Everything should he given a tnal, 
remembering the predilection the Persian has for English made goods 

What chalice has Indian sugai in the Mashad bazar 

I believe that India sugar has no chance of competing successfully 
against the bounty fed beet root sugar from Eussia 

What are the duties on Indian tea exported from Persia to 
Eussia 

In the first place tea exported to Eussia through Persia, must be kept 
in bond during transit, % e , it must be declared at the Seistan frontier as 
destined for Eussia, Afghanistan, or for Central Asia The duties on 
tea imported into Eussia have been of late raised I believe that the 
information I am now able to give is correct 

Black tea , , 1st quality , 

/ From \ /To \ 

t Eoubles / Kopeks l Eoubles ) Kopeks Per pood. 

25 „ 31 50 11 

Green tea , 1st quality 

14 „ 26 40 11 

Green tea 2nd quality 


6 


11 



PERSIAN TRADE 


453 


I am informed that these rates for Central Asia have been raised to 
bring them into conformity with those existing m Russia and are equally 
applicable to the port of Batoum 

Equivalent weight and measuies 

One pood=361bs 

One Rouble = 5 Krans (paries with exchange) 

One Rupee 3£ Krans 

One Tabriz or Mashadman=6± lbs 

One Seistan man =13 lbs 

G CHENEVIX TRENCH, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

H B M’s Consul- Geneial, Mashad, Peisia, 

Address, c/o The Hon’ble the Agent to the Governor-General, in Balu- 
chistan, Quetta 
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MANUFACTURE OF IRON AND STEEL IN INDIA. 

No 263 0 W C & I 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

CIVIL WORKS 
Coal and Iron 

Calcutta, 23rd February 1901 
To the Secretapy, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
Sir, — I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the papers noted on 
the margin on the subject of the manufac- 
ture of Iron and Steel in India, and with 
reference to paragraph 4 of the Secretary of 
State’s Despatch to request that you will be 
good enough to favour the Government of 
India with an expression of the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce as 
to whether it is considered advisable that Government should take any 
steps towards carrying out Major Mahon 2 3 s proposals — I have, &c , 

0 C LEES, Under-Secy to the Govt of India 


Major Mahon’s report on the 
ronnufaGture of iron and steel 
in India 

Secretary of State’s Despatch 
No 245 Rev^dated 9th Novem- 
ber 1899 


No 245 Rev, dated 9th November 1899 

From the Secretary of State for India, (Lord George Hamilton) to the 
Government of India 


I have considered m Council the 

Iron and steel manufacture In India 

the 21st September 1899, regarding 
India 


interesting Report by Major Mahon, 
received with your Excellency’s* 
letter No 29 (P W D ), dated 
the manufacture of iron and steel m 


2 Major Mahon advises that Giridhi and Ramganj coal can produce 
good coke for smeltmg purposes, though most other Indian coals cannot , 
that the Chanda and Salem iron sources are the richest and most 
extensive , that some place on the Bengal sea coast near Calcutta would 
be the most favourable site for large iron works, which — wherever placed 
— would have to draw some of their materials from a distance , that India 
requires a yearly supply of 300,000 to 400,000 tons of non and steel , 

that large works with modern plant ought to he able to produce and sell 
this quantity of iron and steel at a good profit, compared with the prices 
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of imported materials in 1898, and that further experiments with coal and 
iron ore in England are not required 

3 I consider the report to be a good and useful piece of work, highly 
creditable to Major Mahon, and I shall be interested to see*how far his 
statements and deductions stand the test of expert and professional 
criticism Copies of the report have been distributed m accordance with 
your wishes 

4 If m course of time India could produce at home all, or a large part 
of the iron and steel she requires, it would be a great advantage to the 
country and to her railways After the report has been considered and 
discussed, your Excellency’s Government will probably be m a position to 
advise whether any step should be taken to promote the establishment of 
large iron works at Port Canning or at any other favourable site m India 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 22nd March 190L 
The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works 

Department, Civil Woiks, Calcutta 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chambei of Commerce, I ha\e the honoui to acknowledge 
the receipt of your lettei, No 263, dated 2 3rd February, cover- 
ing a copy of Major Mahon’s repoit on the manufacture of Iron 
and Steel m India and of the Secietary of State’s despatch re- 
lating thereto 

I am dnected to say that the Committee have read with 
great interest the xeport m question and have carefully con- 
sidered the question you submit as to the expediency of Govern- 
ment’s taking steps to give effect to Major Mahon’s proposals , 
but that they could not recommend the conduct of such an 
experiment by the State They instruct me to submit how- 
evei that if sufficient publicity be given to the Report m ques- 
tion, and if the facts therein set forth be such as to establish m 
expeit industrial judgment a reasonable hope of profit, it will be 
at once undertaken by private enter pi lse, which, in the opinion 
of the Committee, Government would do well to invite and 
encourage by every means —I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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MANUFACTURE OF IRON AND STEEL IN INDIA* 

No 263 C W , C & I 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

OlVIfi WORKS 
Dual and Iron 

Calcutta, 23rd February 1901 
To the Secretary, Chamber of Cqmmefce, Bombay 
Sir, — I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the papers noted on 
the margin on the subject of the manufac- 
manufacture of iron and steel ture of Ron an d Steel in India, and With 
Secretary of State’s Despatch reference to paragraph 4 of the Secretary of 
t?er ff eV ,dated 9th Novum- State’s Despatch to request that you will he 
good enough to favour the Government of 
India with an expression of the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce as 
to whether it is considered advisable that Government should take any 
steps towards carrying out Major Mahon’s proposals — I have, &e , 

0 C LEES, Under-Secy to the Govt of India 

No 245 Rev , dated 9th November 1899 

From the Secretary of State for India, (Lord George Hamilton) to the 
Government of India 

1 have considered in Council the interesting Report by Major Mahon, 

received with your Excellency’s 
Iron and steel manufacture m India , ,, XT /T> -ttt t\ \ n ± j 

letter No 29 (P W D ), dated 

the 21st September 1899, regardmg the manufacture of iron and steel m 

India 

2 Major Mahon advises that Grridhi and Raniganj coal can produce 

good coke for smelting purposes, though most other Indian coals cannot , 
that the Chanda and Salem iron sources axe the richest and most 
extensive , that some place on the Bengal sea coast near Calcutta would 
be the most favourable site for large iron works, which — wherever placed 
— would have to draw some of their materials from a distance , that India 
requires a yearly supply of 300,000 to 400,000 tons of iron and steel T 

that large works with modern plant ought to be able to produce and sell 

this quantity of iron and steel at a good profit, compared with the prices 
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of imported materials m 1898, and that further experiments with coal and 
iron ore m England are not required 

3 I consider the repoit to be a good and useful piece of work, highly 
creditable to Major Mahon, and I shall be interested to see* how far his 
statements and deductions stand the test of expert and professional 
criticism Copies of the report have been distributed m accordance with 
your wishes 

4 If in course of time India could produce at home all, or a large part 
of the iron and steel she requires, it would be a great advantage to the 
country and to her railways After the report has been considered and 
discussed, your Excellency’s Government will probably be m a position to 
advise whether any step should be taken to promote the establishment of 
large mon works at Poit Canning or at any other favourable site m India 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 22nd March 1901 
The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works 

Department, Civil Works, Calcutta 

Sir, — Under the Distinctions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chambei of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, No 263, dated 23rd February, cover- 
ing a copy of Major Mahon’s report on the manufacture of Iron 
and Steel m India and of the Secietary of State’s despatch re- 
lating thereto 

I am directed to say that the Committee have read with 
great interest the leport m question and have carefully con- 
sidered the question you submit as to the expediency of Govern- 
ment’s taking steps to give effect to Major Mahon’s proposals ; 
but that they could not lecommend the conduct of such au 
experiment by the State They mstiuct me to submit how- 
ever that if sufficient publicity be given to the Report m ques- 
tion, and if the facts theiem set foith be such as to establish m 
expert industrial judgment a reasonable hope of profit, it will be 
at once undei taken by pnvate enterprise, which, m the opinion 
of the Committee, Government would do well to mvite and 
encourage by every means — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON Secretaiy. 
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FIRES IN COAL STACKS. 

No. 26446 of 1900 

Municipal Commissioner’s Office, 

Bombay, 7 th January 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir,— In forwarding the accompanying extract from a letter No. 4805 
of 9th November last, from the Secretary, Port Trust, I have the honour, 
in view of the opinion therein expressed, to request the favour of your 
informing me whether you think the Fire Brigade should no longer be 
requisitioned for the extinguishing of fires m coal stacks except m special 
cases at the written request of owners — I have, &c , 

V? L HABVEY, Municipal Commissioner, 
for the City of Bombay 

Extract from a letter No 4805 from the Secretary, Bombay Port 
Trust, dated 9th November 1900 

3 As regards watering it is considered that m most cases water 
aggravates the outbreak in its initial stage, and the proper way to ex- 
tinguish the fire is to cut open the stack and spread the coal 

4 It might be suggested to the Municipal Commissioner that fire 
engines need not be sent to coal fires unless the owners of the coal make 
a special requisition and agree to pay for the water used , if till is were 
made the rule there would be the less reason for interfering with existing 
arrangements, as the owners would then be the only losers 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 10th January 1901 
W L Haryby, Esq , ICS , Municipal Commissioner, Bombay 

Sir,— I n reply to your letter No 26446, dated 7th January, 

I have the honour to inform you that m the opinion of the 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, it is the duty of the 
Fire Brigade to attend coal fires as Yell as othei fires, and that 
the action to be taken on the spot must rest with the officer in 
charge who vould exercise discietion as to the necessity for 
using water or confining the efforts to the opening of the stacks 
— I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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DELIVERY OP GOODS ON SUNDAYS AND OTHER 
HOLIDAYS 

No 15G2 — 1901 

Bengal Chamber of Commepce, 

Calcutta, 2nd December 1901, 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — A question of considerable importance has lecently been 
raised m this Poit m connection with the delivery of goods for shipment 
It is as to whether goods falling due for deliveiy on a Sunday 01 on % 
Charter Party and Shipping Holiday should be deirvered on the day pie- 
vious to, or the day following, the Sunday 01 the Holiday, as the case 
might be 

Tbe Committee, having taken legal advice on the subject, ha\e ascer- 
tained that no legal decision has e\er been given on the point at any late 
m this Poit In then view, theiefoie, the point must be ruled by 
custom , and I am directed to enquue whethei any ruling 01 established 
custom on the point m question exists in >oui Poit The Committtee are 
of opinion that it would be most desirable to establish an identical 
ruling for all Indian Ports with refeience both to Sundays and Charter 
Party and Shipping Holidays, and they would be glad to know w hat 
the views of your Committee are on tins question The custom m this 
Port, m the view of the Committee, is that goods falling to be deh\ cred 
on a Sunday should be deliveied on the piecedmg Satunlay 

The favour of an early reply will oblige — Yoms, , 

W PARSONS, Secretary 

Bombay Chamber nr Commerce, 13th Decembei 1901 
The Secretary, Bengal Ch vmber of Commerce, Calcutta 
Dear Sir, — I am dnected by the Committee of the Bombay 
Chambei of Commerce to acknowledge the leceipt of yom letter 
No 1562, dated the 2nd Decembei, m which }ou enquire as to 
the custom of this Poit m the matter of deliveiy of goods that 
fall due for delivery on a Sunday or other holiday 
qo—66 
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Your question is “ whether such goods should be delivered on 
the day pievious to 01 the day following the Sunday or Holiday, 
as the case may be ” My Committee believe that only m 
lespect of Cotton is eithei of the alternatives pie&ented by you 
valid, since it is provided by the Rules of the Bombay Cotton 
Trade Association, Limited, that goods falling due on a Sunday 
or Holiday are deliverable on the day following In the case of 
othei ai tides, Sundays and other Holidays are not observed as 
such and merchants may be lequired to take delivery on a 
Sunday or a Holiday 

Foi a decision on this point I am to refer you to Indian Law 
Reports, Bombay Senes, Vol XV , 1891, p 338, Bombay High 
Couit Ongmal Suit No 229 of 1890, “ wheie the Defendant, a 
European was sued foi damages foi non delivery of goods, and 
contended that he wa&> not bound to deliver on Sunday Held 
that delivery on Sunday was not unlawful and that m the 
absence of custom to the contrary the Defendant was bound to 
deliver the goodb on that day if they had not already been 
delivered ” 

I am to add that my Committee would favour the institution 
of a uniform rule foi all Indian Poits to the effect that goods 
due on a Sunday oi othei Holiday should be deliverable on the 
preceding day , and I am to invite fiom your Committee an 
expression of opinion as to the means by which such a reform 
might best be procured — I am, <%c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 



APPENDIX NN. 


SORTING OP OUTWARD AND HOMEWARD MAILS 
BETWEEN ADEN AND BOMBAY 

Colombo, 13th February 1901, 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — I am directed by my Committee to enquire (1) if m the 
inteiests of your port the Government have an arrangement whereby the 
outward Mails are sorted between Aden and Bombay, and (2) if thi^ is 
the case, what is the approximate extra cost to Government ? It has been 
suggested that this Chamber move for a similar anangement m regard to 
home and Austiaiian Mails —I am, , 

F W WALDOCH, Secretary 


Bombay Chamber ofOommirce, 13th Match 1901 

The Secretary, Ceylon Chambfr of Commerce, Colombo 
Dear Sir, — I am instructed b} the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commeice to acknowledge the leeeipt of ym 
letter of the 13th ultimo and to subjoin the following informa- 
tion m legal d to youi enquiries — 

(1) The Outward as well as the Homeward mails aie 

soited on boaid the P &0 steamers between Aden 
and Bombay The cost of the total establishment 
maintained for the puipnse is Its 3,540 pei month 
Besides this charge the subsidy paid to the P & 0 
Company is highei because of the Bombay-Aden 
Sea Post Office being accommodated oil board 

(2) As legards the Austiaiian mails, the Post Office 

_ authorities in Bombay do not consider it at all 

necessary to establish a Post Office to sort them 
at sea The mails aie not hea\y, and m rouse” 
quence of the uncertainty of the date of departure 
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of the P. & 0. Company’s .steameis fiom Bombay, it 
was decided some yeais ago to send the Australian 
mails daily to Tuticoim by rail and thence by 
means of the B I S N Company’s steameis to 
Colombo Ooriespondence for Austialia has theie- 
foie for some yeais been sent fiom all parts of 
India daily to Colombo The Post Office at Co- 
lombo maintains a well equipped Sorting Depot, and 
no difficulty i^ theiefoie felt m expeditiously soiting 
the mails which aie received theie fiom femope, 
Amenca, India, the Straits Settlements, China, and 
Austialia. The Colombo Office makes up mail bags 
foi the different offices m Austialia and sends them 
by the P & 0 , Onent Line, Messagenes Mantimes 
and Noiddeutsehen Lloyd’s steameis The public in 
Bombay, to win mi the exact date and hmu of closing 
the mails is notified m the local newspapers, genei- 
all} post then letteis winch aie few m numbei on 
the day of dcpaitme of the P & 0 Company’s 
steameis fiom Bombay, mrl these letters aie made up 
m dnect and sent to the Austialian Colonies 
without the mtenentnm of the Colombo Post Office 
Wails fiom Austialia are leceived via Colombo and 
aie opened and suited by the Post Office at Tutico- 
nn Neithei the Inward noi the Outwaid mails 
suffei any detention at Colombo or at the Tuticoim 
Post Office — I am, 4c , 


FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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CULTIVATION OF GROUND-NUT SEED 

Bombay Cihmber or Commerce, 21st Decembei 1900 

J W Mollison, Em{ Acting Suney Commissioner and 
Dnectoi, Land Recoids and Agnuiltme, Bombay (Poona ) 

I am dnected by the Committee of the Bombay Chambei of 
Commeice to draw the attention of Go\ eminent to the xery 
mailed decline m the exports of giomidnuts shown by the 
following letimis — 

(Eipoit s of Groundnuts for the F manual Ytai^ t Ibt Ajml 
to 315/5 Mar t h from Bombay only ) — 


1887- 88 Ton* 49, <>90 

1888- 89 „ 21, 953 

1889- 90 „ 14, 518 

1890- 91 „ 33,015 

1891- 92 „ 53,355 

1892- 93 „ 55, 039 

1893- 94 „ 5 3, 223 

1894 95 „ 78, 488 

1895- 99 „ 40, 192 

1896- 97 „ 14, 017 

1897- 98 , 677 

1898- 99 , 2,753 

1899- 1900 „ 2, 974 

1st Apnl to 30tli November 1900 594 


2 The information at the disposal ol the Chambei tends to 
show that the giadual iailme of the ciop, wlm h seems now to 
have almost leached extinction, is due to a considerable extent 
to degeneration of the seed 

3 A similai degeneration has been noticed in the seed 
obtainable on the Cocunada side and Fondicheny But it 
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appeal t, that fiesh heed, of what is known in trade as the 
Mozambique description, was impoited last yeai into Pondi- 
cheny and sown m these districts , and the result is that this 
yeai they have an excellent crop in respect not only of quantity 
but also of quality Indeed this new growth of gioundnuts 
obtains a piemium m Europe of about 10 per cent. 

4 My Committee lias therefoie instructed me to lepiesent 
to Government through you the expediency of importing a 
quality of Mozambique seed eithei fiom Mozambique direct or 
from Marseilles and of distributing the same, if need be, free of 
charge m the vanous distncts pioducmg gioundnuts, such as 
Nasik, Sholapore, Baist, Kaiacl, Tasgaon, and othei places — I 
have, Set 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

No A-223 of 1901 

Poona, 22nd Jammy 1901 
To the Seopltary, Chamber of Gommerci , Bombay 

Sib, — W ith reference to yom lettei dated 21st ultimo, I have the 
honour to say that some action ha already been taken by this Depart 
ment m the mafctei retened to I think it is only advisable at present 
to import seed from all available sources tor experimental trials I do 
not think it advisable to distribute seed to cultivators until it is proved 
by actual cultivation on the Government Farms and m the principal 
groundnut drductb that the exotic varieties can be successfully grown 
m the Presidency 

Imports of MauntiiLs (Mozambique), Japan and Amencan varieties 
will be made m time for next season’s ciop and I will have pleasure m 
intimating the results of these experimental trials —I have, &c , 

J W MOLLISON, Ag Survey Commissioner and Dnector, 

Land Records and Agneultuie 

Bombay Chamblr of Commerce, 31st January 1901, 

The Survey Commissioner and Director, Land Records and 

Agriculture, Bombay (Poona ) 

Sir, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bombay Ohara- 
bet of Commexce to thank you foi yom letter No elated 
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22nd January, on the subject of groundnut seed The Com- 
mittee aie glad to learn that some action has already been 
taken by youi Department in the mattei refeired to, but they 
instruct me to submit that the lmpiovement shown elsewkeie 
with imported seed has been such as to leave a large margin foi 
local variations, and that the present position of the cultivation 
is such that it would be better to import and distribute such 
seed as has already succeeded than to wait the result of experi- 
ments which may possibly show yet anothei seed to be slightly 
better — -I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary, 


No A-584 of 1901 

Pooka, lGth February 1901 
To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — With reference to your letter dated 31 st ultimo, I have the 
honour to say that this Department is arranging to distribute the produce 
of the Mauritius (Mozambique) groundnut seed imported by Pondicheiry 
dealers The seed of the American and Japanese varieties of groundnut 
will be grown by Government experimentally m the fiist instance — I 
have, &c , 

W P SYMONDS, Survey Commissioner and Directoi, 

Land Records and Agricultuie 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 22nd February 1901 

The Survey Commissioner and Dirt tor of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bombay (Poona > 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commeice I have the honoui to acknowledge the 
receipt of your lettei INo A 584, dated 16th instant, regarding 
the distribution of gioundnut seed and to convey to you the 
thanks of the Committee for youi courteous attention to then 
recommendation m the mattei — I have, &c , 


FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary, 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 17th October 1901, 

The Survey Commissioner and Director, Land Records and 

Agriculture, Bombay (Poona ) 

Sir, — With lefeience to the conespondents upon Gioundnut 
seed ending with my lettei of 22nd February last, I am dnected 
b) the Committee of the Bombay Oliambei of Commeice to 
mfoiin you that Coiomandel Groundnuts have last year, evident- 
ly as a iesult of the impoitatioii of fiesh seed, yielded fioin 
5 to 0 pei cent Lettei outturn of oil than gioundnuts of the 
usual Coiomandel seed My Committee believe that this fact 
will be of mteiest to you and they tiust that you may he able to 
auunge toi the impoitatioii of both Mozambique and Senegambia 
seed, and then issue to cultrvutois m those parts of the Bombay 
Presidency where gioundnuts aie giown 

I am to beg at the same time that you will be so good as to 
fa\o\u the Committee with information as to the pi ogress made 
with the me.tsUies aimouueced m youi lettei of the 16th 
Pebman and as to the iesult s obtained — I have, $e , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Seeietaiy 


No A- “>327 oi 1001 

Poona, 20th Nove her 1901 
To the Srvr Er err Chamber of Commepge, Bombay 

Sir — AVith ltfeience to ^oui lettei dated 17th Octobei last, I have the 
huuoui i o iy thitM<^si> Aibuflmot and Co of Madras, who had some 
time tgo obi lined gioundnut seed tiom Senegal foi the Madras Govern- 
ment, we le requested to pint me one ton of Mo/ imbique-Mauritius ground- 
nut seed, hut the him having no Agent of then own m East Africa 
and not ’wishing to Double then Continental fi lends, refused to comply 
with the lequest One ton of Mozauibique-Mauritius groundnut seed pro- 
duced m Pundicliem fiom the imported seed was therefore obtained and 
h w been distubuted foi experimental cultivation m the districts of Poona, 
Satara and Bnrat, weie gioundnut is grown 
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2 Besides the Pondicheny grown Mozambique-Mauntius groundnut 
seed, 460 lbs of Japanese groundnut and 400 lbs of American groundnut 
were imported and have been sown on the Poona, Surat and Nadiad 
Experimental Farms and on the Sewage Farm at Alimedabad 

3 The crop grown from the imported seed is being harvested and 
the results of the experiment will he communicated to you m due 
course —I have, &c , 

FEED YOUNG, 

Acting Director, Land Kecords and Agriculture 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce 29th November 1901 
The Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Bombay* 
(Poona ) 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No 5327 of the 20th instant and to convey to you the thanks 
of the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce for the 
further information regaidmg the cultivation of groundnut 
seed, which you have been good enough to communicate to the 
Chambei — I have, 4c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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CUSTOM HOUSE HOLIDAYS 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 31st October 1901 

Evelyn Gray, Esq ,10s, Collector of Customs and Opium, 

Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce, I have the honoui to beg that you 
will be so good as to represent to Government the extreme in- 
convenience that is entailed upon trade and more particulaily 
on those departments of trade that are directly concerned with 
shipping by the entire closure of the Custom House on special 
occasions without such notice as will enable merchants and 
shipping agents to make appropriate arrangements 

2 It will be m your recollection that on three occasions 
this year ordeis lor the entire closing of the Custom House 
were issued on such shoit notice that but for your courteous 
response to the lepie^entations I was commissioned to make to 
you m person, there would have been serious inconvenience and 
loss to shipping The delay that attended the declaration of 
the holiday on the 24th May last, was specially unaccountable, 
seeing that the question of so declaring it had been publicly 
canvassed for some time But the notification m the matter 
was not received by the Chamber or by the geneial public till 
after three o clock on the 22nd May It was then too late to 
make it a Charter Party holiday , and, that being so, a com- 
plete closure of the Custom House would have caused giave 
inconvenience and loss 

3 The 19th September was observed as a holiday as a maik 
of respect for the late President of the United States , but the 
notice m the mattei was not received by the Chaipbei of Com- 
merce till late m the afternoon of the 18th idem, and again it 
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'was only by your courtesy and consideration that part of the 
Custom House was kept open and some of the evils obviated 

4 Similarly it was only on tbe morning of the 14th instant, 
that this office received a notice that that day was to be observ- 
ed as a holiday m memoiy of the late Amir of Afghanistan. 
It need scarcely be said that if the Custom House had been 
then completely closed the lesultant confusion and monetary 
loss would have been gieat 

5 In all these cases there was no time to make generally 
known the fact of your having arranged to keep the wharves 
open , and very consideiable inconvenience and confusion did 
m fact result. In this connection I am to emphasise the fact 
that unless the cash can be kept open it is impossible to make 
payments and pass out cargo 

6 My Committee direct me therefore to beg that you will 
represent to Government the grave inconvenience that attends 
the issuing of sudden ordeis of a nature to affect the complex 
machinery of trade, and will lend youi support to then respect- 
ful recommendation that no such Older to close the cash depart- 
ment of the Custom House foi more than half a day should be 
issued unless a full forty-eight hours’ notice can^j be given m 
the public press — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 


No C 9786 of 1901 

Bombay Custom House, 5th November 1S01 
To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — In acknowledging receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, I have 
the honour to state that I entirely appreciate the contention of the 
Chamber and quite realize the difficulties and loss to winch the mercantile 
community is subjected when the Customs House is entirely closed for 
business without previous notice 

2 The special occasions leferred to m your letter on which the 
Customs House was kept closed weie accidental, and to meet the orders of 
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Government the Custom House business had to be suspended I may, 
however, mention that the wharves were kept open for work 

3 To meet the Chamber’s wishes and to avoid inconvenience to the 
trade in future when on smdi special occasions 48 hours’ previous notice 
has been impossible, the Customs House will be kept partially open till 
2 pm for urgent work, and the wharves kept open as usual for landing 
and shipment of goods 

4 The Cash Office will remain open till 2 pm, provided the 
Bank of Bombay is open for business on that day Should the Bank, 
however, be closed, it is impossible that the Cash Office should remain 
open — I have, &c , 

E GRAY, 

Collector of Customs and Opium 


Bombay Chamber oe Commerce, 15th November 1901 
The Collector of Land Revenue, Customs & Opium, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter No. C 9786, dated 5th November, and 
to convey to you their best thanks foi the arrangements you 
have made to obviate the difficulties to which trade has hitherto 
been subjected by the closing of the Customs House without 
previous notice — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretaiy. 
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PUBLIC AND CHARTER-PARTY HOLIDAYS 

No 4240 op 1901 

Genepal Depaptment, 
Bombay Castle, 25th July 1901 
To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — It has been proposed to Government that m the list of holidays 
allowed by Government to their Hindu employes the first day of Chaitia 
which is the New Year’s Day of the Shahvahan era of the Hindu calen- 
dar, may bo substituted for Janma Astami. I am, therefore, directed to 
request that you will be so good as to favour Government with the 
opinion of the Chamber of Commerce as to the proposed alteration — I 
have, &c , 

H 0 QUIN, Secretary to Government 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 1st August 1901. 
The Secretary to Government, General Depaitment, Bombay 
Sir, — Undei the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chambei of Commeice, I have the honoui to acknowledge the 
leceipt of youi letter No 4240, of the 25th July 1901, and to 
say that, m their opinion, it would not be desirable to make 
the proposed alteration m respect of the Jamna Ashtami holi- 
day, — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


No 4226 of 1901 

Financial Department 
Bombay Castle, 8th November 1901 

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 
Sir, — It has been suggested to Government that the number of holidays 
for the Diwah festival notified under the Negotiable Instruments Act 
may, m future, be reduced to one day I am, therefore, directed to request 
that you will be so good as to favour Government with the opinion of the 
Chamber of Commerce as legards the proposed reduction — I have, &c , 

J MEAD, Under Secretary to Government 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 21st November 1901 
The Secietary to Government, Financial Department, Bombay 

Sir,— Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce, I have the honoui to say that the ques- 
tion of reducing the Dewali Holidays undei the Negotiable 
Instruments Act to one day, as set forth m your letter No 4226, 
dated 8th instant, has had the careful consideiation of the 
Committee, but that they do not recommend such reduction 
The Duvall Holidays differ from certain others m the fact that 
even if the Banks were kept open the complete closure of the 
Bombay Bazaars and up-country markets on those days would 
in piactice put a stop to all business — I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 7th Novembei 1901 
The Secretary to Government, Financial Department, Bombay* 

Sir, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bombay Cham- 
ber of Commerce to remind you that the Committee for fixing 
the holiday a for the year 1902, under the piovi&ions of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act, should, as on former occasions, 
be appointed by 1st December next, and to request that the 
usual Notification may be issued m due time At the same 
time, I have the honour to solicit the favour of youi furnishing 
the Chamber with a list of public and other holidays fixed by 
Government foi the ensuing year, and also (m due course) with 
the names of the gentlemen nominated by the Exchange 
Banks and by the Hon’ble the Chief Justice of His Majesty’s 
High Court of Judicature to serve on this Committee 

I am further to add that the Chairman, the Hon’ble Mr, 
William Greaves, will represent the Chamber on the Committee 
m question.— I have, &c , 


FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 
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No 4380 of 1901 


Financial Department, 
Bombay Castle, 23rd November 1901 


To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commepce, Bombay 


Sir,— W ith reference to your letter dated 7th instant, I am directed to 
state for the information of the Chamber that instructions have been 
issued for the assembling of a Committee to consider what days m the 
year 1902 should be recognised as holidays under section 25 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act No XXVI of 1881 The Committee will 

be constituted similarly to that 
appointed last year I am also to 
forward copies of the correspon- 
dence specified m the margin 
and to request that you will be 
so good as to forward them to 

the Committee for information 


1 Extract paragraphs 4 and 5 of the 
letter ftom the Government of India, 
Home Department (Public), No 5283, dated 
lbth September 1901 

2 Letter from the Government of Bom 
bay to the Secretary, Chamber of Com- 
merce, Bombay, No 422b, dated 8th Nov- 
ember 1901 


2 With reference to the request made at the end of paragraph 1 of 
your letter, I am to observe that a list of the public holidays for the en- 
suing year will be supplied to you as soon as it is published by Govern- 
ment and that the names of the gentlemen nominated by the Exchange 
Banks and by the Honourable the Chief J ustice of His Majesty’s High 
Gourfc of Judicature will be communicated to you m due course I 


have, &c , 


J MEAD, Under -Secretary to Government 


Extract paragraphs 4 and 5 of the letter from the Government of India, 

Home Department (Public) No 5233, dated lbth September 1901 

4 Among the holidays notified under the Negotiable Instruments 
Act m every province are one or two State holidays I am to say that m 
future the State holidays should be confined to May 24th, the birthday of 
Her late Majesty, and November 9th, the birthday ot His Majesty the 
King-Emperor If on any special occasion an additional State holiday 
should be required for a particular purpose, it will be notified by the 
Local Governments at the request of the Government of India 

5 The ne*t division of holidays notified under the Act includes 
those which are given for the observation of Christian festivals The 
most important of these aie the Christmas holidays In the current 
year m the Bombay Presidency, Decembei 24th, 26th, and 31st, and Ua- 
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nuary 2nd were notified by the Bombay Government’s Notification Nov 
5615 of 19th December 1900 under the Negotiable Instruments Act 
December 27th, 28th and 30th were announced as public holidays m 
accordance with the list given on page 313 of the Bombay Civil List for 
the 1st of July 1901 In the majority of provinces the Christmas holi- 
days last from December 24th to January 1st inclusive The Government 
of India think this amount ot holiday at Chxistmastide to he reasonable, 
hut in their opinion, the practice m different provinces, as to notifying a 
portion of these holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act and an- 
nouncing the rest by executive order should be uniform They consider that 
the 24th (or the 23id if the 24th is a Sunday), the 26th, the 2*7th and the 
31st of Decembei might he notified under the Act and that the 28th, 
29th and 30th of December might he announced as holidays in the Gov- 
ernment offices Except when New Year’s Day falls on a Sunday, they do 
not think that January 2nd should he either notified under the Act or 
announced by executive order as a holiday in the Government offices 
I am to request that m future years the practice here indicated may be 
followed m respect of the Christmas holidays 

The holidays given m 1901 m the Bombay Presidency for Eastertide 
were notified Saturday, April 6th and Eastern Monday, April 8th, and 
announced for Christians (vide page 313 of the Civil List for July 1901) 
Thursday, April 4th In the opinion of the Government of India, the 
practice as to the Easter holidays, ought to be uniform m all provinces, 
and they consider that both the Saturday before Easter and Easter 
Monday should be m future notified under the Negotiable Instruments 
Act The effect will be to give holidays from Good Friday to Easter 
Monday inclusive The Governor- General m Council thinks that no 
further holidays should be either notified or announced for Eastertide I 
am to request that this practice may he followed m future years 

In Bombay it would appear from page 313 of the Civil List that a 
holiday was given for Christians on Ascension Day One holiday is also 
notified for TOit-Monday under the Act, and a holiday is giveD for 
Christians on the following Tuesday by executive oidei In the" 1 opinion 
of the Government of India it is not necessaiy to give holidays on Ascen- 
sion Day and Whitsuntide 

The Government of India observe that m the Bombay Presidency 
alone a holiday is notified under the Negotiable Instruments Act for the 
first Monday m August to correspond to the August Bank holiday given 
in Great Britain The Government of India think that it is not neees- 
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sary to notify any Bank holiday as such The need for recognizing the 
festivals and feasts of the different religions m India makes it necessary 
to close business much more frequently than in Great Britain There is, 
therefore, no necessity m India for the Bank holidays, which are essential 
m Great Britain m order to secure some days of rest m addition to 
Sundays foi those occupied m business pursuits 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 12th December 1901 
The Secretary to Government, Financial Department, Bombay 

Sir, — With leference to your letter No 4380 of 23rd Nov- 
ember 1901, I have the honour to foiwaid herewith foi the 
consideration of Government the Report of the Committee 
4 appointed to considei what days m the year 1902 should be 
lecogmsed as holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act, 
1881 — I have &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secietafy 

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED IN TERMS OP THE 
LETTER OP THE GOVERNMENT OP BOMBAY, No 4&0 DATED 
23rd NOVEMBER 1901, POR THE PURPOSE OP CONSIDERING 
WHAT DAYS IN THE YEAR 1004 SHOULD BE RECOGNISED 
AS HOLIDAYS UNDER THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS 
ACT 

The Committee met m the rooms of the Bombay Chamber of Commeice 
On Monday, the 9th December 1901, at 3 p m , all the members being 
present The Committee had before them the following letters of the 
Government of Bombay — No 4226, dated 8th November 1901, lelatmg 
to the question of reducing to one day the holidays at Divali, togethei 
with the Chamber’s reply thereto , No 4380, dated 23rd November 1901, 
with extiacts from a letter in which the Government of India recom- 
mended certain alterations in the holidays hitherto observed m Bombay 
The recommendations contained in the said letter were most respectfully 
considered , but, having regard to the representations made* by certain 
members concerning the requirements of the large commercial community 
m Bombay, it w as not found possible to recommend an absolute adher- 
ence to the suggestions of the Government of India The particulars in 
which an exact conformity to the said suggestions appeared to the Com- 
mittee undesuable are as follows — 

(a) Government of India takes exception to the obsei vance of 
Whit Monday as a holiday in Bombay, and believes that there is no 
co— 68 
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Reason for observing such days in India out of mere conformity 
to the practice m Butaia The reason, however, is that 
the great mass of the community m Bombay are concerned with 
comma ce, and that on days when Banks at home are closed 
those m Bombay are unable to deal with home business by 
telegram, with the result that their commercial clients are unable to 
operate For this reason the Committee respectfully recommend 
that the holiday on Whit-Monday be retained 

(b) The Committee were unanimous that three days for Christ- 
mas are sufficient Since Christmas falls on a Thursday it was 
decided by a majority to abandon the holiday on the 27th December* 
because, if the Banks were not open on that day, there would be 
a series of four closed days which would be inconvenient at such 
a busy season of the year A holiday on the 24th December is m 
greater favour than one on the 27th December for the reason that 
falling immediately before Christmas day, it enables men to be with 
friends up country on the 25 th December 

(c) The m.vjonty of the Committee are unable to recommend ther 
abandonment of the holiday on 2nd January, firstly, because many 
members of the Europaan L ommunity on this side of India visit 
friends up-country on the 1st and 2nd January, and will probably 
express sufficient dissatisfaction with the abandonment of the holi- 
day of the 27th December, which will, m many cases, involve a 
return to work for half a day , secondly, because an extra holiday 
at this time is of v alue to the Banks as affording them an oppor- 
tunity of preparing their accounts for the year 

The Committee confirm the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce 
that it would be inexpedient to do away with any of the official holidays 
at Divah, for the reason that the entire native community would observe 
these days as holidays whether they are so notified or not 

In giving effect to the desire of Government that the holiday on the- 
first Monday m August should be done .away with, the Committee desire 
to explain that the said holiday was instituted last year because of the 
extraordinary long intei val that happened in that year to fall between 
the holiday preceding and following it This condition, it is behoved, 
will not exist this year, seeing that in all probability Government wiB 
declare a special holiday on the 26th June 
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The 9th November will, m 1902, fall on a Sunday , and it is assumed 
that the day foi the observance of that State holiday will be notified by 
His Excellency the Governor- General in Council 

Jamshed-i-Naoroz, falling on the 21st March, is a relatively unimpor- 
tant holiday, and occurring as it does m a very busy season of the year, 
may, with advantage, be abandoned 

Gancsh Chaturthi and Khordedsal on the other hand fall m a season 
when business is extremely slack and which is extremely trying to the 
health of the European community , the Committee do not, therefore, 
believe that any substantial advantage would attend the abolition of 
these holidays 

The holidays recommended by the Committee for Notification by 


Government under 

follows — 

the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, aie as 

Bays 

New Year 

2nd January 

Thursday 

1 

Maha Shivaratu 

8th March 

Sat ui day 

1 

Hoh 

24th March 

Monday 

l 

Easter 

29th and 31st March 

Satuiday and Mondiy 

2 

Hamnavami 

lfath April 

Wednesday 

1 

Mohuirum 

19th April 

Saturday 

l 

Whit Monday 

19th May 

Monday 

1 

Birthday of Her Late f 24lh M 

Majesty Queen Victoria l 

Saturday 

1 

Cocoanut Day 

18th August 

Monday 

, 1 

Gokul Astami 

26th August 

Tuesday 

1 

Ganeah Chaturthi 

5th Septembei 

Friday 

, 1 

Paieee New Year 

,13th and 15th September 

Saturday and Monday 

2 

Khordadsal 

20th September 

Satuiday 

1 

Dusera 

11th October 

Saturday 

1 

Devali 

30th & 31st Oct & IstNov Thuia Fn A Saturday 3 

Klng f s Birthday 

(Such day as may be fixed by the Governoi 
General in Council) 


Christmas 

24th and 26th Decembei 

Wednesday & Friday 

2 

New Year 

31st December 'Wednesday 

(Sd ) WILLIAM GREAVES 

1 


J BEGBIE, 

L. N BANAJI 
0 T BARROW 
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1 am opposed to opening the Banks for 2 or 3 hours on Saturday, the 
27th December, 1902, which should have been made a holiday instead of 
the Wednesday piecedmg Otherwise I agFee with the rest of tho 
Committee as to the other holidays recommended 

H CHALMERS 

No 4828 of 1901 

Financial Department 
Bombay Castle, 21st December 1901 

To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — "With leference to your letters dated the 12th instant, I am 
directed to forward for the information of the Chamber a copy of Gov- 
ernment Notification No 4827, dated 21st December 1901, which will be 
published in the “ Bombay Government Gazette ” of the 26th idem, 
regarding the public holidays recognised by Government under the Nego- 
tiable Instruments Act, 1881, for the year 1902 

2 I am to state that the holidays recommended by the Committee for 
Whit Monday and Devali are undei the consideration of Government — I 
have, &c , 

J MEAD, Under Secretary to Government 
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RULES UNDER THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, 1878 

No 8094 

Judicial Depaptment, 
Bombay Castle, 13th December 1901 

From ASA WESTROPP, Esq , I C S , Under Secretary to Govern - 
mentj Bombay, to the Secretary, Chamber of Comhrece, Bombay 
Sip, — I am directed to forward herewith copy of a letter from the 
Government of India, No 5853, dated the 29th October, 1801, and its 
accompaniment, on the subject of a rule vhich it is proposed to add to 
the Rules under the Indian Arms Act, I87S, authorizing the grant to 
responsible firms of a general transport license for the transpoit of dyna- 
mite, etc , required bona fide for blasting purposes, and to state that 
the Governoi m Council wdl be glad to receive an expression of the 
opinion of the mercantile community interested in the nuttei, on the 
proposed rule 

2 I am to lequest the favour of a very eaily reply — I have, &e , 

ASA WESTROPP, Under Secretary to Govt 


No 5853 

Home Department 
Public 

Simla, the 29tb October 1901 

From A Williams, Esq , Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
to the Chief Secretapy to the Govepnment of Bombay 
Sir, — It has been brought to the notice of the Government of India 
that great inconvenience is experienced by the mercantile community 
owing to the delay that frequently takes place in obtaining from Magis- 
rates licenses for the transport of dynamite and other explosives lequired 
foi blasting pm poses To lemedy this state of things it has been sug- 

gested to the Government of Iudia that a rule should be added to the 
lules under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, authonzmg the giant to respon- 
sible firms of a general transport license for the tiansport of dynamite, 
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etc , required bona fide for blasting pui poses I am to forward a copy 
<of the diaft rule for the information of the Government of Bombay and 
to say that it is proposed to make it applicable at present to the Pro- 
vinces of Madias and Bombay and the Lower Provinces of Bengal 

I am to request that the Government of India may be favoured with 
the opinion of the Governor m Council and of the mercantile community 
interested m the matter on the proposed rule —I have, &c , 

A WILLIAMS, Deputy Secy to the Govt of India 


16-B B — “ General transport licenses, available for one year, may be 
granted, without payment of any fee, in the Provinces of Madras and 
Bombay and m the Lower Piovmces of Bengal by the Commissioner of 
Police at the Presidency towns and by the District Magistrate m other 
places to firms to transport dynamite, blasting gelatine, detonating caps 
and othei explosne material lequned bona fide for blasting puiposes 
Such a license shall authorize the hcensee to deliver such explosives, at 
intervals of not less than seven days, to the consignee, subject to the 
following conditions, namely, — 

(z) that the hcensee and the consignee have taken ont licenses for 
the possession of the explosives aforesaid under the Indian 
Explosive* Act, 1881 (IV of 1884) , 

(n) that the rules to regulate the manner of transport of explosives, 
published with Home Department Notification No 5528, 
dated the 11th October 1901, aie duly obseived , 

{in) that the amount of each consignment shall not exceed 75 per 
cent of the quantity of such explosive* as the consignee is 
licensed to possess , and 

(n) that full information regarding each consignment is furnished 
by the hcensee to the authority granting the hcense and also 
to the Magi* ti ate of the district to which the explosives are 
consigned 5 

Bombay Chamber or Commerce, 10th January 1902 

The Under Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, 
Bomba} 

Sir, — I am directed by the Committee of the Bombay Cham- 
ber of Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter 
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No 8091, dated 13th December last, enclosing copy of a letter 
fiom the Government of India No 5853, dated 29th October, 
and its accompaniment relating to a rule which it is proposed 
to add to those Rules under the Indian Aims Act 1878 vhioh 
authonsed the giant to responsible firms of a general license for 
the tianspart of dynamite, etc, lecjuued bone nde foi blasting 
purposes I am to express the legiet of the Committee that 
owing to the incidence of the Christmas and New Year Holi- 
days, it has not been possible to meet at an earlier date for the 
foimulation of then views on the subject 

2 I now have the honour to convey to you the opinion of 
the Committee that, so fai as Bombay is concerned, and if the 
new rule be intended to apply to tiansactions where at present 
the Police Commissioners license only has to be obtained 
before transposing explosives, it would not be advisable to alter 
the present proceduie, seeing that the Police Commissioners 
License can be obtained in two oi at most thiee da\s 

3 If, however, the rule be intended to apply to orders from 
Railway Engmeeis and otheis m Native States who have obtain- 
ed their Resident’s permit to import, the new mle would save 
very considerable delays since m these cases it is usually a fort- 
night and some times thiee weeks aftei receipt of the order and 
the Resident’s permit, befoie the license to transport can he 
obtained The present pioceduie is that the application for a 
License has to go first to Government, whose permission is then 
sent on to the Police Commissioner , and the consequence is 
that m these cases a fortnight and sometimes even thiee weeks 
elapse between the receipt of the older and the Resident’s pei- 
mit on the one hand and the license to transport on the other 

4 In eithei of the above cases, condition 3 to the proposed 
Rul$ is objectionable and would lead to confusion and trouble, 
seeing that, if an engmeei or othei peison requiied, say, 6 cases 
(300 lbs ) of dynamite for a particular work, he would have to 
apply foi a license for 8 cases and mdei only 6 cases If he 
applied for a license for 6 cases only (which would be the 
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natural course) lie would have to take his requirements m twc* 
lots of, say, 4 and 2 cases at seven days’ mteival And, since 
the Railways chaige fox carriage of dynamite on a minimum of 
27 maunds, the effect would he that the consignee would 
have to pay double the amount of lailway freight he would? 
morn if the 6 cases were sent to him m one lot 

5 Another objection to condition 3 is that it imposes 
on the licensee the onus of satisfying himself that a consignee 
holds an annual license to possess a quantity of which the 
consignment ordeied is only not .more than 75 pei cent It 
seems to the Committee that the burden of keeping within 75 
per cent limit ought to fall on the consignee , and foi this 
reason they suggest that the condition m question might 
propei ly be woided as follows — ec That the consignee shall 
not ordei at any one time a quantity exceeding 75 per cent 
of such quantity as he is licensed to possess ” — I have, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 
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PROPOSED INDIAN TRAMWAYS ACT 

No. 4791 of 1901 

General Department* 
Bombay Castle, 20th August, 1901 
To the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to forward herewith copy of a BilL to apply the 
provisions of the Indian Bail way Companies Act, 1895, to certain Tram- 
way Companies, with Statement of Objects and Beasons, received from 
the Government of India and to request that you will he so good as to 
favour this Government with the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce } 
Bombay, on the provision, of the Bill by the 15th proximo — I have, &c , 

ALEX R. KING, for Secretary tu Government 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND BEASONS 

By the Indian Railway Companies Act, 1895 (X of 1895), it is pro- 
vided that Railway Companies registered under the Indian Companies 
Act, 1882 (VI of 1882), may under certain conditions, pay interest on 
their paid-up share capital out of capital during construction, and it is 
proposed by this Bill to take power for the Governor-General m Council 
to apply the same provisions to Companies formed for the construction 
of tramways not differing m structure and working fiom light railways 
It is believed that legislation to this end will remove what is recognised 
as a tangible obstacle to the consideration m London ot many remunera- 
tive light railway projects in India, which, for administrative reasons, it 
is desired to control m this country under the provisions, not of the Rail- 
ways, but of the Tramways Act 

The 31st July, 1901 A. T. ARUNDEL. 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 22nd August, 1901. 
The Secretary to* Government, General Department, Bombay 

Sir, — Under the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to aeknowiedge- 
the receipt of youi letter No 4791, dated 20th instant, with 
which you forward foi the opinion of the Committee copy of 
a draft Bill to apply the provisions of the Indian Railway Com- 
panies Act 1895, to certain Tramway Companies 1 am to 
thank you for having afforded the Chamber the opportunity 
of considering the said draft Bill, and to say that it appears 
to my Committee well designed to seive a useful purpose. — I 
have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 

cc— 69 
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EXTRADITION TREATIES WITH NATIVE STATES 
Rangoon Chamber of Commerce, 30th March 1901 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sir, — I am desired by the Committee to enclose copy of 
letter addressed to the Local Government, asking it to bring to the 
notice of the Government of India the case of Shew Bux and m connec- 
tion therewith the necessity for altering the Extradition Treaties with 
Native States, so as to bring such offences within the scope of such 
treaties 

It is also suggested that an alteration be made m the Criminal 
Procedure Code, and I am to ask that, if your Chamber approve, their 
support may he given to these proposals befoie the Government of 
India —I am, &c , 

ALEX D WARREN, Secretary 

Rangoon Chamber of Commerce, 26th March 1901 
The Chief Secretary, to the Government of Burma. 

Sir,— I am desired by the Committee to ask that you will bring to the 
notice of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor the case of Shew Bux 
who was recently arrested m the State of Jeypur, and brought to Ran- 
goon on a charge of cheating 

In the months of September and October 1899, this man earned on 
business here, and obtained from various European firms large quantities 
of goods on credit costing Rs 67,710-1-3 and having made over to a 
friend of his, a large part of such goods, and made away with the balance 
he absconded. 

The only assets he left behind were goods to the value of Rs 6,625-1-3, 
which were sold by the Official Assignee 

The accused absconded to the State of Jeypur, of which he is a subject, 
A warrant for his arrest was issued here, and given for seivice to a native 
detective of the Rangoon pokce and at the same time an application 
was made for the extradition of the accused by the Jeypur State 

The British Resident there refused to apply for extradition, apparently 
on the ground that m his opimon the offence was not extraditable under 
the treaty with that State, and the detective officer made a special ap- 
plication to the Durbar of the State, who ordered accused Shew Bux to 
be arrested and made over to him 
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After luS arrival m Rangoon Re was tried and convicted on one of the 
less important charges, but acquitted on that charge on appeal, and after 
the mam charges had been fully gone into and all the evidence taken, his 
legal advisers raised the question, that his arrest m Jeypur was illegal, 
and that therefore he could not be tried on the charges on which he had 
been arrested 

The Chief Court of Burma on this point decided that the arrest was 
illegal, and passed an order staying all proceedings against the accused 
for all offences committed by him at any time prior to his arrest 

The proceedings (a copy of which accompanies this letter) m which 
this order was passed are Criminal Revision No 1050 of 1901, m the 
Chief Court 

The Chamber are advised that this order is evaded m law, but that 
there is no means of setting it aside except by appealing to the Privy 
Council Until it is set aside, its effect is to give the accused an absolute 
indemnity for all offences committed by him prior to May 1900 

The Chamber are desirous of drawing the attention of the Go\ eminent 
of India to two matters of importance which arise m connection with 
this case 

The first is the unsatisfactory nature of the Extradition Treaties with 
Native States 

If the wording of the treaty with Jeypur is to he construed m terms of 
the Indian Penal Code, the offence does not seem to be extraditable 

The Chamber submit, that offences of this nature should be extraditable 
They are common m Rangoon and if the culprit can get away to a Native 
State, no remedy, as of right, exists, and creditors have to depend on the 
willingness of a State, to make over a subject, who has committed an 
offence not falling within the wording of the treaty 

Under the treaty with Jeypur “ misappropriation” is extraditable, but 

cheating ” is not, and the Chamber would suggest that all offences 
which are usually extraditable should be included m any treaty with a 
Native State 

In view of the decision of the Chief Court of Burma, which was based 
on a ruling of the Privy Council reported m law reports, 25, Calcutta 
page 20, the Chamber would suggest that the Criminal Procedure Code 
be amended so as to make it clear that the wants of strict legality m 
the means by which a prisoner is brought before a Court does not deprive 
the Court of jurisdiction to try him 
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The Chief Court of Burma, the Chamber are advised, has gone far 
beyond the ruling of the Privy Council, which was most carefully worded 
so as to confine the decision then given to the particular case before their 
Lordships 

Having regard to the course of the argument m that case and the 
reservations m their Lordships 5 judgment, it seems clear that, probably for 
political reasons, it was found the arrest was an infringement of the 
Nizam’s right and that all proceedings on the warrant should he quashed. 
Apart from that case, there is a constant stream of authority that a 
Criminal Court will not consider the means by which an accused person 
is brought before it, but will try him for the olfence with which he is 
charged 

ALEX D WARREN, Secretary 


In the Chief Court of Lower Burma, Appellate Side, Criminal 

Revision 

Ho 450 of 1900 

Shew Bui Petitioner 

aersws 

The Queen-Empress, at the instance 

of Dunlop & Co . . Respondant 

Application for revision under section 439 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code 

To the Judge of the Chief Court 

The humble petition of the petitioner above named 

Sheweth — That your petitioner is a native of Mookandghur m 
Jeypur and a subject of the Jeypur State 

That he was formerly carrying on business as a piece goods dealer m 
Moghul Street, Rangoon, under the style and firm of Gunga Bux Shew 
Bux 

That on the 28th May 1900, a warrant was issued from the Court of 
the District Magistrate, Rangoon, to the Commissioner of Police, Rangoon, 
for arrest, under Sections 420 and 421 of the Indian Penal Code, of your 
Petitioner, who was then said to he living m Cheroo 

That no complainant’s name or case number is quoted on the said 
warrant. 
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That the Commissioner of Police, Rangoon, endorsed the said warrant 
to one Sergeant Abdool Rahiman of Rangoon Police Force and who on 
the 18th of July 190 J, arrested your petitioner at the Village Chirana 
within the territory of Jeypur State and outside British India, con- 
trary to the Extradition Treaty with His Highness the Maharajah of 
Jeypur State and contrary to the provision of Section 82 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code 

That your petitioner has been brought under arrest by the said Ser- 
geant to Rangoon, was released on bail, and is now being tried by the 
Court of the District Magistrate, Rangoon, on the aforesaid charges and 
the case is fixed for hearing on the 20th instant 

That your petitioner applied to the Distuct Magistrate of the Court 
and his Worship the Magistrate held that he has jurisdiction 

That your petitioner feeling aggrieved at the said order of the District 
Magistrate applies to this Hon’ble Court to revise the same on the ground 
that the Court of the District Magistrate of Rangoon has no jurisdic- 
tion to issue a warrant of arrest for execution m the Jeypur State for an 
offence committted at Rangoon against sections 420 and 421 I P C , 
contrary to the Extradition Treaty with His Highness the Maharajah of 
Jeypur and that your petitioner should not have been put into present 
trial Therefore youi petitioner prays that this Honourable Court may 
be pleased to admit this application to revise the order of the District 
Magistrate or may pass such order as this Honourable Court deems fit 
Your petitioner further prays that pending the hearing of this applica- 
tion the pioceedmgs of the District Magistrate may be stayed, and shall 
ever pray 

Presented by (Sd)— (m Native Character ) 

Petitioner 

Van Somerary Fagan, Petitioner’s Advocate 
Rangoon, 19th December 1900 

CRIMINAL CASE No 81 of 1900 
In the Court of the District Magistrate of Rangoon 
Criminal Rrgulap Case No of 19C0 

Queen Empress, on the complaint of 
Messrs Dunlop & Co Complainant 

versus 

Shew Bux • • * • Accused 

The petition of accused ahovenamed sheweth that your petitioner is 
& native of Mookandghur m Jeypur, and a native of the Jeypur State, 
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That he was formeily carrying on business as a piece goods dealer 
in Moghul Street m Rangoon under the style of Gunga Bux Shew Bux 

That on May the 28th 1900, a warrant was issued from this Honour- 
able Court to the Commissioner of Police, BangOon, for petitioner’s airest 
under section 420 and 421, being then said to be living at Cheroo 

That no complainant’s name or case number is quoted on the said* 
warrant 

That the Commissioner of Police, Rangoon, endorsed the said warrant 
to sergeant Abdull Rahman who on the 1st of July 1900, arrested peti- 
tioner at the village of Chirana, within the territory of the Jeypur State- 
and outside British India, contrary to the Extradition Treaty with His 
Highness the Maharajah of Jeypur and contrary to the provisions of 
section 82, of the Indian Criminal Procedure Code 

That your petitioner has been brought under arrest by the said 
sergeant to Rangoonand was released on bail and is now being tued by 
this Honorable Court on certain charges of cheating, preferred by Messrs 
Dunlop and Co 

That your petitioner respectfully submits that this Court has no 
jurisdiction to issue a warrant of arrest for execution v\ the Jeypur 
State for an offence committed m Rangoon against Section 420 and 421 
of the Penal Code, contrary to the extradition treaty with JIis Highness, 
the Maharajah of Jeypur and that it never should have be$n executed 
and that petitioner should never have been placed on his pal i njthe 
present case, wherefore petitioner prays that he may be discharg 

Rangoon, December 14th, 1900 

(Sd ) SHEW BUX, (m his language), petitioner 

the Court op the District Magistrate 
Rangoon,) daHd 11th Noveviler 1900 
Messrs Dunlop & Go 

versus 

Shew Bux. 

Charges under Section 420 I P Code 

Older 

From reason given in the case of Finlay Fleming, I consider that the 
accused She wBux was handed up by Jeypur Durbar on general allega- 
tion that he had swindled Merchants in Rangoon to a very large 
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amount The facts were general, and not particular The Jeypur 
Durbai is perfectly entitled to go beyond its treaty obligations 
The Mahomed Yuseef Udem case dose not apply 
The present case will accordingly proceed 

Rangoon, December 17th, 1900 

(Sd ) A E ENGLISH, District Magistrate, Rangoon. 

In the Chief Court of Lower Burma, 

Criminal Revision No 10o0 of 1900 
Shew Bux, Applicant 
vs 

The Crown, Respondent. 
judgment 

This is an application by a subject of a foreign State to revise an order 
of the Officiating District Magistrate, Rangoon Town District, refusing an 
application by the accused to stay proceedings against him on the ground 
of irregularities connected with the warrant under which the accused was 
arrested and brought before the Magistrate, and illegality of Ins arie&t 
under that warrant 

The wanant m question was issued on the 28th May 1900, by the 
District Magistrate of Rangoon to the Commissioner of P olice, Rangoon, 
directing him to arrest the accused Shew Bax of Merchant Street, 
Rangoon, now said to be of Makanquits near Churn, Jodhpore State, 
charged with an offence punishable under section 420 of the Indian Penal 
Code, which is a bailable offence The Magistrate did not content himself 
with omitting to make the enclosement permissible under section 76 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, lie endorsed on it 11 bail refused” and 
initialled this endorsement The warrant was not endorsed under section 
by the police officer to whom its was directed but a subordinate officer 
pui ported to endorse it for him to the sergeant of police by whom it was 
subsequently executed 

Objection has further been taken to the warrant for that it contained 
no mention of the person or persons The person to be arrested was 
accused of having cheated and affoided no information of what he had to 
meet 

It is admitted however that any objection to the warrant on these 
grounds are covered by the provisions of section 537 of the Code and they 
have not been pressed 
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The mam ground urged by the accused’s Counsel is that (1) the 
Magistrate had no power of authority to issue a warrant for execution 
outside of British India (2) that his arrest by a police officer of the Indian- 
Government beyond the limits of British India was illegal and (3) that 
haring been brought before the Magistrate under an illegal process or 
under a legal process illegally executed outside of British India the 
Magistrate cannot proceed to inquire into the charges against him, or to« 
try him 

These contentions are based upon the decision of their Lordships of 
the Privy Council m the case of Mahomed Yusuf Uddm, viz. — 

Queen-Empress India Law reports, 25 C alcutta m that case a Magis- 
trate issued to the British Resident at Hyderabad m His Highness the 
K mini’s dominions a warrant for the arrest of one of His Highness subjects 
then in such dominions The warant was executed by a Butish official in 
such dominions The accused was released on bail to appear before the 
Magistrate who issued the warrant He did so appear and then applied 
to the Chief Court to which the Magistrate was subordinate to have the 
warrant cancelled and to have proceedings taken thereon set aside This 
application was rejected and subsequently their Lordships of the Privy 
Council admitted an appeal from such order of rejection The matter for 
their Lordships decision was thus stated by the Lord Chancellor “ the- 
question reserved foi their Lordship’s here to consider is whether or not 
the arrest of the man while he was at the station on a railway, which 
is locally situated within the dominions of the Nizam, was a lawful 
arrest, nor except for the purpose of this particular case have their 
Lordships anything to do with the consequence of that arrest being 
lawful or otherwise The one question which they have to determine 
is whether the arrest was lawful After discussing the contention raised 
that the British authority had power to make the arrest by virtue of 
authority derived from the Nizam, the judgment proceeds — 

Their Lordship’s are of opinion “ that the arrest was 

illegal, and that the petition therefore ought to have been granted, and 
that the judgment of the Chief Court of the Punjab ought accordingly 
to he revised , their Lordships will, therefore, recommend to hei Majesty- 
that the warrant and arrest and proceedings thereon should he set aside 

This is a decision of this highest Court exeicismg criminal jurisdiction 
m British India, and this Court is bound by it, and being so bound, it 
appears to me that the sole question to consider m the present case i& 
whether the arrest of the accused was legal or not- 
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It has been urged by Counsel on behalf of the prosecutors that the 
present case is distinguishable from, the ruling above quoted In that 
case the British officials acted without the consent or knowledge of the 
Nizam’s Government, wheieas m the piesent case theie is evidence that 
the authorities of the Jeypnr State, m which the accused was anested, 
themselves airested and gave up the accused, although the offence with 
which he was charged was not an extraditable offence The decision of 
their Lordship's however did not m any way lest upon any such question 
and the appeal having been by the arrested peison, it appeals to follow 
that person had in their Lordship’s opinion, a right to insist upon the 
illegality and upon the l^gal consequence tlieieof whether the State of 
winch he was a subject consented to or dissented from such illegality 
It is further urged that the arrest* m these cases was by the State of 
Jeypur It may be that the accused was first airested by an official of 
that State but the anest by the Police Saigeant on the wairant under 
which lie is now befoie the Magistrate was clearly made outside of 
British India, and theiefoie at aplacewheie undei section 82 of the 
Code of Criminal Piocedure, the police ofheer has endowed on the 
wanant Executed at 2 - 30 -p m , m Re^idencA of Je^piu, tnd in Ins evi- 
dence he explained what happened m Jcvpui and said that the State 
authorities arrested the accused and ga\e linn up to the witness thiough 
the ^Resident 

The arrest then being illegil tins Coui l is in m\ judgment bound to 
stay fuitber pioceedmg foi which the wan int was issued 

It has been urged that such a couise will not pi event the Magistrate 
from pioceedmg to issue , mo tliei wairant m respect of such chuiges and 
then proceeding to mqune into them, as some decision^ in the Court in 
England have held that if the tnbunal inquiring into 01 being an offence 
has jurisdiction to do so, it is immaterial whethei the accused has 
been brought before it legally 01 lllegalh 

I cannot agree with the contention for, if correct, it would leduco llieu 
Lordship’s decision to a rneie academical dissertation Then Lordships 
decided upon a question of light raided by an individual md although 
their Lordship’s do not deal with the question of what fmthei light that 
individual had in consequence of the illegal action on the pait of the 
British Authorities, I do not think it will be going too far to say that 
among such rights he had the right of being replaced m the same 
position and place as he would have been m had no illegality been 
done 

cc —70 
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The order of the Court is that all criminal proceedings against the 
accused m respect of offences alleged to have been committed anterior to 
his arrest undei the Distnct Magistrate’s Warrant, dated the 28th May, 
1900, be stayed 

llth May 1900 C E POX, Judge. 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 18th Apnl 1901 
The Secretary, Rangoon Chamber of Commerce 
Dear Sir,- — I am dneeted by the Committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce to thank you for youi lettei of the 80th March, 
'with a copy of youi letter to Government on the subject of the 
acquittal of one Shew Bux on the giound of the illegality of his 
extiadition fiom Jeypore These papeis have been most care- 
fully consideied by the Committee, who mstiuct me to beg that 
you will be so good as to communicate to them the reply you 
leceive from Government, and if possible, a copy of the pioceed- 
ings alluded to m youi letter to the Chief Secietaiy — I am, , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 


No 190 

It an goon Chamber of Commerce, I8tli May 1901 
The Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Dear Sip,— -I am desired to acknowledge receipt of youi letter of 1 8 th 
ultimo, with reference to the case of Shew Buv 

My Committee are desirous to have then proposals m this matter put 
before the Government of India as strongly as possible, and With that 
object to ha^e the support of your Ckambei To wait until the reply 
comes fiom the Government of India will defeat this object, and I am to 
say that my Committee hope on ] erasing the copy of proceedings, which 
I send you lieie^ith, jou will *ee >oui way to give the matter youi 
support 

The Madia* Chambei and Kaiacln Chamber ha\e already addressed 
the Government of India — Yours, &c , 

AELX D. WARREN, Secretary, 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 25th Apnl 1901. 
The Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Bombay. 

Sir, — A question as to the extradition treaty between Bri- 
tish India and Jeypore having lecently been brought to the 
attention of the Chamber, I am directed by the Committee to 
beg that you will be so good as to favour them with information 
as to the provisions of that treaty together with a note of the 
offences extraditable thereunder.— I have, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary. 


No 4038 

Political Department 
Bombay Castle, 5th June 1901 

FromJ L Jenkins, Esq , M A, ICS, Aetmg Secretary to Govern^ 
ment, Bombay, to the Secretary to the Chambep of Commerce, 
Bombay 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 25th April 1901, requesting to be furnished with information as to 
the provisions of the extradition treaty between British India and the 
Jeypore State, and in reply to forward herewith copies of the two Extra- 
dition Treaties which have been concluded between the British Govern- 
ment and the abovenamed State — I have, &c > 

J L JENKINS, Acting Secretary to Government 


No XXXVII 

Extiadition Treaty between the British Government and His Highness 
S Earn Smgh, Maharajah of Jeypore G C S I , his heirs and success- 
ors, executed on the one part by Major William H Beynon, Political 
Agent at the Court of Jeypoie, undei authority from Lieutenent- 
Colonel William Frederick Eden, Agent to the Governor-General for 
the States of Eajputana, m virtue of the full powers vested in him by 
His Excellency the Eight Hon’ble Su John Laird Man Lawrence 
Baronet, G C B and G C S I , Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, and on the other part by Nawab Mahomed Fyz All Khan 
Bahadoor, m virtue of the full powers confeired on him by Maharajah 
Earn Smgh aforesaid —1868, 
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Article 1 . 

That any person, whether a British or Foreign subject, committing a 
heinous offence in British territory, and seeking shelter within the limits 
of the Jeypoie State, shall be apprehended and delivered up by the latter 
Government to the formei, on requisition m the usual manner 

Article 2 

That any person, being a subject of Jeypore, committing a heinous 
offence within the limits of the Jeypore State, and seeking asylum m 
British terntory, will be apprehended and delivered up by the latter 
Government to the former, on requisition m the usual manner. 

Article 3 

That any person, other than a Jeypoie subject, committing a bemous 
offence withm the limits of the Jeypore State, and seeking asylum m 
British territory, will be apprehended and the case investigated by such 
Court as the British Government may direct As a geneial rule such 
cases will be tried by the Court of the Political Officer m whom the 
Political supervision of the Jeypore State may, at the time, be vested 

At tide 4 

That m no case 'shall either Government be bound to surrender any 
person accused of a heinous offence, except on requisition, duly made by, 
or by the authority of, the Government withm whose territories the 
offence shall be charged to have been committed, and also upon such 
evidence of criminality as, according to the laws of the country m which 
the person accused shall be found, would justify his apprehension and 
sustain the charge if the offence had been there committed 


Aitide 5 

That the following offences be deemed as coming withm the category 
of heinous offences — 


1 Murder 

2 Attempt to murder 

I Culpable homicide undei 
aggravating cu cumstam es 
4. Thuggee 

5 Poisoning 

6 Bape 

7 Causing gnovous hurt 

8 Child-stealing 

9 Selling females 
10, Dacoity 


11 Robbery 

12 Burglary 

13 Cattle-theft 

14 AibOn 
K5 ioLgeiy 

1 6 Counterfeiting com, or 
utteung base com 

1 7 Criminal breach of trust 

18 Criminal misappropriation 
of propei ty 

19, Abetting the above offences. 
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A? tide 6 * 

The expense of any apprehension detention, or sui render, made m 
vntue of the foiegoing stipulations, shall be borne and defrayed by the 
Government making the requisition 

Article 7 

The above Treaty shall continue m force until either of the high 
contracting parties shall give notice to the other of its wish to terminate 
it 

Artide 8 

Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect any Tieaty now 
existing between the high contrjfctmg parties, except so fai as any Treaty 
may be repugnant thereto 

(Sd) W H BEYNON, 

Political Agent 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged at Tevpoie Palace, on the 13th day of 
July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight handled and sis:ty eight, 

S BAM SINGH 
JOHN LA WHENCE 

Viceroy and Governoi-Geneial of India 
' Batified by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor -Geneial of India 
at Simla, on the seventh day of August 1868 

W S SETON-KABE, Secy to the Govt of India 


No XXXVIII 

Agreement supplemental y to the Tieaty of 1868 , ntjaulnuj 
Extradition — 1887 

Whereas a Treaty relating to the extradition of offenders was conclud- 
ed on the 7th August 1868, between the ButiJi Government and the 
Jeypore State And wheieas the proceduic piesuibed by the Tieaty for 
the extradition of offenders from British India to the Jeypoie State has 
been found by expenence to be less simple and eft ectn e than the pi o- 
cedure prescribed by the law as to the extradition of offender^ m force m 
British India, it is hereby agreed between the British Government and 
the Jeypore State that the provisions of the Tieaty prescribing a proce- 
dure for the extradition of offenders shall no longer apply to eases of 
extradition from British India to the Jeypore State , but that the pro- 
cedure prescnbed by the law as to the extradition of offenders for the 
time being in force in British India shall be followed m every such case. 
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Signed at Jejpoie on the ninth day of July, A D , one thousand and 
eight hundred and eighty-seven 

S MADHO SINGH 
FREDERICK HENVEY, 

Seal Resident, Eastern Rajputana States, 

(Scl) RAO BAHADUR KANTU CHUNDER MOOKERJEE, 

Seal Chief Member of Council, Jeypore, 

(Sd) DUFFERIN, 
Viceroy and Governor -General of India, 

This agieement was ratified by His Excellency the Viceroy and Gov- 
ernor-General of India at Simla on the fifteenth clay of August, A, D , 
one thous uni eight hundred and eighty-seven 

H, M DURAND, Secy to the Govt, of India, Foreign Dept. 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 5th June 1901 
Messrs Craigie, Lynch & Owen 

Dear Sirs, — I am dueeted by the Committee of the Cham- 
bei of Commeice to submit to you the accompanying papers 
leceived fiom the Chamber of Commeice at Rangoon and relat- 
ing to the case of Sheiv Bux (No. 450 of 1900 m the Chief Court 
ol Lower Bunna) Fiom peiusal of these papers my Committee 
is disposed to considei the inattei one m which representation 
might piopeily be made by them to Government, but, not 
having full knowledge ot the legal aspect of the questions 
mvohed, they lia\e instructed me to beg that you will be good 
enough to advise them a,s to whethei the law on the subject, the 
decision of the Chief Couit and the effect of that decision aie 
coriectly represented in the accompanying papeis whether theie 
is any known difficulty m the way of such an alteration of the 
law as would at hist sight appeal deniable, and whether there 
is any paiticulai point to be kept m view m such lepiesentation 
as the Committee may iesol\e to make to Government — 
I am, 4c , 


FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretly, 
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Bombay, IQtli June 1901 
Ered Hoel-Paton, Esq , Secretary Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Bear Sir, — We beg to acknowledge the icceipt of yoiu letter of the 
5 th instant, covering the paper a received fiom the Chambei of Comineice, 
Bangoon 

The questions on which we are asked to advise aie — 

(1) Whether 

(a) the law on the subject 
(h) the decision of the Obiel Couit 
(r) the eftect of that decision 
aie conectly lepiesented m the papcis 
accompanying yoiu lettei 

(2) Wliethei theie is any known difficult} m the wa> of such 
an alteration of the law as would at lir&t sight ippeai desirable 

(3) Wliethei there is any paiticular point to he kept m view m 

such repiesentation as the Committee mi} xesohe to make to 

Government 

1 (ct) Assuming that the Couit has couecth tound that the accuse <1 

was arrested by the Bangoon Police uiidei the author it} of the wan an! 

at a place which was outside Bntish India, we think tint the law is 
coirectly hud down m the judgment of the Couit and mconectl} m the 
criticism upon it and that the dnection to stay the proceedings was m 
aecoidance with the decision of the Pnw Council referred to and lehed 
on m the judgment, and we do not think that the judgment of the Chief 
Couit of Burinah would be icieised by the Pnvy Council so fu as that 
part of it is concerned, which pait is uallv the gist of the judgment, 
notwithstanding that the concluding portion of it is somewhat wide in 
its terms 

We think that whenevei a peison is brought before i Couit of law 
under a criminal process issued fiom that Couit, the Coiut is bound, if 
called upon to do so, to enquire whether its own proems has been lawfully 
issued and exec uted and we aie not awaie of a ‘Sooslanl tn am of 
authority 5 ’ to tin eontiai} 

There aie authorities to show that when a peison ha ^ been brought 
within British Temtoiy fiom Teuitoues outside British Temtoiy b} 
means which either accoidmg to English law or according to the law ot 
the Territories out of which the person has been brought weie illegal, and 
criminal process has, aftd the peison has been brought within British 
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Teiutoiy, been legulaiiy md legally executed upon him, the Court will 
not enquire into what took plate before the person was brought withm 
Butish Teiutoiy, but will only enquire whether its own process was 
properly executed withm its own jurisdiction 

Thus, if in the present ease the accused had been brought into British 
Ten it ones otherwise than under the warrant and had been then arrested 
under the warrant, the Couit would not we think have enquired into the 
mode by which he was bi ought into British Territory, but would only 
have enquired whethei its own process had been properly executed after 
he got there 

The mistake w Inch, it seems to us was made m this case was m not 
requesting the Jeypore Durbar to convey the accused into Butish 
Teiutoiy and then executing the wanant on lum after he had reached 
that Temtoiy , or if the Duibar would not do that then those entrusted 
with the execution of the wanant should have taken chaige of the 
accused when he was delivered to them and should themselves have first 
conveyed him into British Teiutoiy and then executed the warrant upon 
linn instead of which they executed the wanant upon lum m Territory 
which wab not Bntibh and b} that erior vitiated that proceeding itself 
and all subsequent proceedings 

1 (/>) Tht decision appeals m the top} judgment, whether that copy 

conecthy represents the decision we have no means of determining, but we 
presume it docs 

1 (0 T3it cltat of that decision is not we think conectly represented 

m the letter The lcttei states “ its effect is to give the accused an 
4 absolute mdemnitv foi all offence-* committed b} him pnoi to May 
“ 1900 5 This is vu think too widely expressed It the accused had 
puoi to above date committed any offence distinct fiom the offence with 
which he was charged, the piesent decision would not pi event his being 
piosccuted for such othei offence, and even as regards the offence m 
respect of which the wanant was issued we aie not prepaied to say that 
the accused cannot be xeancsted and tried 

We understand the effect of the judgment to be to stay the proceedings 
until the accused could be placed m the same position as ho occupied 
before the wanant wa*, txeented , but we aie inclined tu think that so 
^oon a 3 he had attained that posision oi had had a reasonable time to do 
so an application might be made to remove the stay of proceedings and 
for a fresh warrant), and though it might he difficult to execute the 
warrant, now that the accused has been placed on his guard, still ho 
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would be liable to arrest, and that is very different from being indemnified 
from the consequences of his offence 

2 An amendment of the law such as is suggested by the Chamber 
could only be effected after fresh treaties had been made with the Native 
States Whethei the Government would he disposed to negotiate fresh 
treaties on the grounds set forth m the papers we cannot say, but we 
may say that if the decision of the Chief Court of Burrnah is wrong as 
the Rangoon Chamber of Commerce contend, we do not think that an 
application to Government to revise the treaties would be successful 
because the Government would probably say that the basis of the appli- 
cation being a wrong interpretation of the existing law by the Chief Court 
of Burmali no case for levision had been made out, more especially as 
theie was a remedy for such wrong decision, viz , an appeal to the Privy 
Council 


3 If, therefore, it is decided to make any representation to Govern- 
ment, such representation is, we tlunk, likely to he successful only on the 
footing that the decision complained of is correct, and therefore, as it will 
doubtless be necessary to refer to that decision in the lepre^entation, we 
think the decision should not be commented on but tacitlj treated as 
correct 


Our own opinion is that the failure of justice ivhich has taken place is 
due to a mistake m the execution of the process and that although it 
might be advisable to amend the extradition treaties by including the 
offence of cheating, any representation to Government with that object 
should be supported by citing cases in which it had been found impossi- 
ble to get at the criminal and not solely or even chiefly by a case like 
the present, where as a matter of fact the accused was seemed, but escaped 
from the consequences of his offence not by reason of any defect m the 
treaties but by reason of a mistake which had nothing to do with the 
terms of the treaty —-We are, &c , 

CRAIGIE, LYNCH & OWEN 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 14th June 1901 
The Secretary, Rangoon Chamber of Commerce 
Dear Sir, — In reply to youi letter of the 18th ultimo, and 
m continuation of mine of the 18th April, lam instructed by 
my Committee to say that they have carefully consideied the 
facts stated in the documents kindly furnished by you m 
conjunction with copies of the existing Extradition Tieaties 
cc~71 
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with Jeypore, obtained from othei sources The perusal of 
those papeis aroused some doubt as to the eoirectness of your 
view that the miscarriage of justice m this particular instance 
was due to a defect m the law The Committee have, therefore, 
taken legal advice in the mattei and aie confiimed m the 
opinion that the fault lay not m the law which is usually found 
sufficient but m the manner of the arrest I am, therefore, to 
say that my Committee do not at present legard the case as 
furnishing grounds for any representation to Government, having 
for object; the alteration of the law, and that they, therefore, 
prefei to adhere to their first intention of awaiting the receipt 
by your Chamber of Government’s reply to your letter of the 
26th Maich —I am, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 14th June 1901 
Messrs Craigie, Lynch and Owen 

Dear Sirs, — I am directed by the Committee of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th instant, relative to the case of Shew Bux m the 
Rangoon Courts, and to convey to you their best thanks for 
your very lucid and interesting statement of the law m the 
matter — I am, &c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

( COPY ) 

No 567 of 1901 
IV — 156 

Dated Naini-Tal, the 13th September, 1901. 

From H T Morgan, Esq , I C S , Under Secretary to Government, 
N -W Provinces and Oudh to the Secretary, Upper India 
Chamber of Commepce, Cawnpore 

Sir,— I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
6th June last, forwarding a communication from the Rangoon Chamber 
of Commerce to the Government of Burma, regarding the failure of the 
criminal proceedings against a man named Shew Bux, who was arrested 
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at Jaipur on a charge or cheating various European firms m Kangoon 
The Committee of the Upper India Chamber of Commerce expiess the 
opinion that the case in question demonstrates the needs, in the interests 
of the commercial public, of procuring some amendment of the treaties 
With Native States m their application to extraditable offences, 

2 In reply, I am to say, for the information of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, that the proposal to include cheating as an extiadition offence 
m Tieaties with Native States has been referred to the Government of 
India, and will be considered when the provisions of those treaties come 
under review 

3 I am to add that the judgment of Mr Justice Fox m the case of 
Shew Bux does not m terms decide any question of jurisdiction The 
learned Judge thought himself bound to stay proceedings m view of the 
circumstances m which the arrest was effected The power to stay pro- 
ceedings is exercised by the Courts m their discretion, when there is 
reason to apprehend that the rights of a foreign Government, or of a 
Native State m subordinate alliance Tuth His Majesty have been dis- 
regarded Even if it be assumed that the exercise of tins power by 
Mr Justice Fox is open to question, the Government of India do not con- 
sider that the case would be met by an alteiation m the Code of Criminal 
Procedure — I have, &c , 

H. T MORGAN, Under Secretary to Government, 
N -W P & Oudh 
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INSOLVENCY PROCEDURE PROOF OF DEBTS BY 
CREDITORS OF INSOLVENT ESTATES AND THE 
DECLARATION OF DIVIDENDS 

No 909 of 1901 

High Court, Official Assignee’s Office, 

Bombay, 1st July 190 1, 

From N 0 Macleod, Esq , Official Assignee, Bombay, to the Secretary, 
Chamber of Commerce, Bombay 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward herewith a memorandum relating 
to the proof of debts by creditors of insolvent estates and the declaration 
of dividends and to request you to cnculate the same amongst youi 
Committee I am very anxious that the merchants and traders of 
Bombay should become acquainted with the practice and requuements 
of thiis Office relating to these subjects and I shall be obliged if you can 
inform me of the best means of arriving at this end —I have, &c , 

N C MACLEOD, Official Assignee 


Memorandum relating to the proof of debts by creditors of insolvent 

estates and the declaration of dividends 

The proper distribution of the assets of an insolvent’s estate amongst his 
creditors is no less the duty of the Official Assignee than the getting m of 
those assets, so that I should like to draw the attention of the public 
and especially the members of the legal profession and the Chamber 
of Commerce to the system which has been lately inaugurated relating 
to the pi oof of debts and declaration of dividends Until I was appoint- 
ed Official Assignee it had been the practice to take the gross liabilities 
as stated m insolvents’ schedules, and to declare dividends on those 
liabilities, without considering whether they weie secured or unsecured 
or whether the particular amount* of each debt weie coLrectiy stated. 
Post cards were sent to creditors informing them that a dividend had 
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been declared and they weie left to come in and prove their claims as 
they chose, with the result that lakhs of rupees have remained unclaimed 
To obviate this 1 am endeavouring in each estate m which there are 
assets to ascertain first the amount of liabilities which are entitled to 
rank for dividend and then to declare dividends on such liabilities only 
Notices, therefore, are first sent to all scheduled creditors calling upon 
them to prove and adjust their claims, and if creditors will only reply at 
once to these notices, a great deal of time will be saved m winding up 
insolvent estates An application is then made to the Insolvent Court 
to fix a day for the declaration of a dividend and it is advertised m the 
usual papers that a dividend will be declared on all claims proved on or 
before that date Before the declaration of a final dividend notices will 
be sent to all scheduled creditors who have not sent m their proofs stat- 
ing that the estate is about to be wound up and the assets wilL be distri- 
buted without regard to their claims unless their proofs are lodged before 
the declaration of such final dividend Forms of the affidavit required 
from creditors seekmg to prove their claims can be obtained m my office 
to which must be annexed such evidence m the way of accounts and 
documents as would usually be requned m proving a claim, before a 
Court of Law It is not sufficient, as many creditors seem to think, to 
swear that such and such an amount is due fiom an insolvent without 
adducing evidence m support As regaids partly secured creditors, they 
must either realise or estimate the value of their security before they can 
be admitted to rank for dividend for the unsecured balance of their 
claims After a dividend has been declared, warrants will be posted to 
the registered addresses of ei editors whose pi oof $ have been admitted 

By the adoption of this system I am in hopes that m future the assets 
of mvolvent estates will be distributed with greater expedition and 
more fully amongst the ci editors than has been the case m the past 

Dated this 1st day of July 1901 

N C MACLEOD, Official Assignee 


Bombay Chamber op Commerce, 18th July 1901. 

N C Macleod, Esq , Bamstei-at-law, Official Assignee* High 
Coiut, Bombay 

Sir, — Undei the instructions of the Committee of the Cham- 
ber o£ Commerce, 1 hava the honour to thank you for joui 
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lettei No 909, dated 1st instant, and covering a Memorandum 
relating to the pi oof of debts by creditors of insolvent estates 
and the declaiation of dividends 

2. The said Memoiandum has been read with interest and 
attention by the Membeis of Committee who now dnect me to 
say that the procedure described therein appears to them likely 
to expedite the distribution of the assets of insolvent estates and 
so to increase largely the efficiency of the Department of which 
you are now in. charge 

3 I am further to submit to you the following suggestions, 
m the hope that they may obtain the advantage of your influ- 
ential support : 

(a) That insolvents should be compelled to file then 
books more promptly than is, at present, required, and that 
the supervision under which those books are written up 
should be more effective. In the opinion of my Committee 
many forms of fraud result firstly from the delay m the 
surrender of books, secondly from the admission of books 
of which none is complete and thirdly from the conditions 
of virtual irresponsibility under which the incompleteness 
is, at present, repaired and taken advantage of by private 
accountants after the books have technically passed mto 
the keeping of youi department 

( b ) That registration of partnership should be made 
so far compulsory m Bombay, that failure to effect such 
registration will render it very difficult to obtain discharge 
m event ^f insolvency 

(c) That only such books should be recognised for the 
purposes of your Department as have been registered, 
paged and stamped for a very small fee by a Government 
Office appointed to that effect (as is done on the Continent 
of Europe) and filed m your Office intact It should also 
be insisted upon that the Cash Book at least should be 
found to have been booked up-to-date My Committee 
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believe it to be beyond dispute that the present conditions 
conduce to extensive fraud and must, if maintained, largely 
frustrate the best effoits yon may use foi the gi eater 
practical usefulness of youi Office 

( d ) That it should be impossible for an insolvent to 
obtain a dischaige unless he pay a substantial dividend, say 
not less than four 01 six annas in the Rupee This condi- 
tion might be given general application but should ceitamly 
be enforced m all cases wheie the foiegomg stipulations 
have not been complied with — I have, Sc c , 

FREDERICK NOEL-PATON, Secretary 

No 1307 of 1901 

High Court, Official Assignee’s Office, 

Bombay, 20th September 1901 

From N C Macleod, Esq, Official Assignee, to the Secprt \fy the 

Chambep of Commepce, Bombay 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th July last 

With reference to the suggestions of your Committee, I have the honor 
to state as follows . — 

(a) 1 When an insolvent files his first statement m my office, on 
the day his petition is filed, a note is made if there is any reason to 
suppose that he has not lodged all the books m his possession and he 
xs examined m my presence If his conduct is not satisfactory he 
will not be granted a protection order I do not think myself there 
is often fraudulent delay in the surrender of books except m cases 
where it is alleged that the books are m the possession of solvent 
partners, either up country or m Bombay, who will not join in the 
petition Such an excuse is no doubt often put forward, and while 
it is practically impossible to prove it to be false, the books remain 
inaccessible to creditors 

2 The hooks must be received m the condition m which they are 
at the date of insolvency My experience leads me to apprehend 
that a large number of traders m Bombay must be m the habit of 
keeping their books largely m arrears, so that they are in complete 
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ignorance of their financial condition, but I clo not see how tins 
neglect of all businesslike pnnciples can be remedied 

3 The only means of securing the conect and speedy completion* 
of the books would be for tins office to keep a large staff of skilled 
accountants, but I do not think the heavy cost of such an increase to 
the establishment would be sanctioned At the same time, though 
private accountants are somewhat dilatory m their methods, I do not 
think there are sufficient grounds for supposing that their woik is 
not correctly executed, as no original entries can be made Only red 
ink is allowed to the Mehtas, and though that is not a complete 
safeguaid against fraud, any wrongful entries made m black ink 
could be detected very easily I think that your Committee is not 
fully aware of the circumstances under which books are made up m 
this office 

(5) The compulsory registration of partnerships would be a most 
desirable reform but this could only be effected by legislation 

(e) The registration and stamping of account books is another 
reform which can only he brought about by persistent agitation on 
the part of the various Chambers of Commerce in India In fact 
the whole system of native hook keeping demands the urgent atten- 
tion of the Legislature 

(d) I quite agree with this suggestion It is remarkable that 
though, a non-trader cannot get his final discharge unless one-third of 
his debts have been satisfied, a trader can apply for his final dis- 
charge without having paid anything At the same time I appre- 
hend that the Court would not grant the discharge if any creditor 
appeared to object on the grounds that the assets had not yielded a 
substantial dividend Application for final discharge are very seldom 
made and if made are generally unopposed 

In conclusion I may say that the Government of India have, foi more 
than 15 years, been considering the best means of amending the Dank 
ruptey Law m India and I was lately given to understand that an 
amending Bill had actually been drafted Theie can be no doubt that 
ihe present Act requnes a thorough overhauling, but the demands made 
on the Legislative Department from other quarters seem hitherto to have 
prevented the Government from introducing a measure of reform which 
is urgently required by the mercantile communities of the Presidency 
Towns — I have, &e , 


N C MACLEOD, Official Assignee 
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Bombay Chamber of Commerce, 26th September 1901 
N. C Macleod, Esq , Official Assignee, High Court. 

Sir,— U nder the instructions of the Committee of the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Corameice, I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of you letter No 1897, dated 20tb September 1901, 
m reply to the ^presentations contained m this Chamber’s 
communication of the 18th July I am to convey to you the 
best thanks of the Chamber for the caieful consideration you 
have given to the matters they had put befoie you, and for 
the interesting information you are good enough to affoid them 
The Committee note with satisfaction your recognition that the 
Act as it at piesent stands requires thorough oveihaulmg , and 
they will be most happy to give their best attention to any 
pioposals m this sense that may be made by Government —I 
have, &c , 

FEEDERXCK NOEL-PATON, Secietary 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


PitocEFDTNQsof the Annual General Mooting of the members of t 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce held on Wednesday, 12th Mirch 19C 
at 4 p to transact the following business — 

(1) To receive the Report of the on - , r omg Committee 

(2) To confirm the nomination of the members of the new Co] 

mittee made m isccordance with section 12 of Rale VII 

(3) To confirm the following Resolution — “ That the follow] 

rates of tonnage hitherto shown upon the Old Scale, a 
whieh are hereby decided obsolete and void, be entir 
deleted from the Tonnage Scale — 


Bajri m Bags . 


Cwts 

. 16 

Coffee in Bags or Frazils 


12 

Copra m Robbins 


8 

Gram in Bags 


17 

Jawau m hags . 


16 

Lang in. Bags 


. . 16 

Mowra Flowers 


16 

Mussor m Bags 


1G 

Teel or GmgaUy Seed 

> 

14 

Rape Seed 


n 

Mustard Seed 

- 

n 

Rice m Bags 

► 

16 

Sdhpetre , 

• 

. 1G 

Wheat 


1G 
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(4) To confirm the following Resolution — “ That the following 
addition he made to the Tonnage Scale” — 

Cylindrical packages, rolls, &c , 40 cub ft 
and that the following footnote be appended . On and after the 1st 
April, 1902, the following formula shall be recognised for the calculation 
of the cubical contents of cylindrical packages, namely, that the square 
of the diameter be multiplied into the length and one-fifth deducted frpm 
the product 


Present 

The Hon Mr William Greaves, 
Abraham, S , Esq > 

Aimstrong, 0 H , Esq , 

Bason, Mdward, Esq , 

Begbie, J , Esq , 

Black, J Esq , 

Booker, W , Esq , 

Brown, J W , Esq , 

Coleman, F M , Esq., 

Dick, J M , Esq , 

Ditchburn, R , Esq , 

Fairclough, J , Esq , 

Glade, D H , Esq , 

Greaves, John R , Esq , 

Humphry, J Esq, 

Meyer, C F , Esq., 

Frederick Noel-Paton, E 


Ghavrman y in the chair 
Moses, S M , Esq 
Murdoch, J , Esq , 

Olivier, Lt -Col H D , R,E , 
Petit, Jehanghn Bomonji, Esq , 
Petrie, W W , Esq , 

Procter, H E E , Esq , 
Eadehffe, Cuthbert, Esq , 
Ritchie, Frank, Esq , 
Rustomjee, B H J , Esq . 
Busfcomjee, D H J, Esq , 
Stiver), John, Esq , 
Vizbucandas Atmaram, Esq , 
Wagstaff, H F , Esq , 

Wilson, G M , Esq , 

Wright, H C , Esq , and 

,, Secretary of the Chamber 


The Hon Mr William Gi eaves said Before proposing the adoption 
of the Committee's report foi 1901, I will, with your permission, 
make a few remarks on some of the more important matters which have 
occupied the attention of youi Committee dm mg the past year 
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RAILWAYS 

You will notice m the Repoit now before you that some opposition 
has recently come to light in connection with our old friend the proposed 
Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway, the construction of which has been ad- 
vocated by this Chamber for so many years It has occurred to me that 
possibly the objection I refer to has emanated from an idea that the 
members of this Chamber were opposed to the Agra-Delhi chord being 
constructed If such an impression does exist it is quite unfounded, as 
this Chamber will welcome any additions to railways which are likely to 
increase or assist the trade of Bombay The mam reason for your Com- 
mittee not urging Government to construct the Agra-Delhi chord has 
been that they consider it more important to trade to open up fertile 
tracts of country such as will he penetrated by the Nagda-Bara-Muttra, 
and they, therefore, have endeavoured to say nothing which will detract 
from the force of their representations on behalf of this railway I will 
not attempt to put myself forward as an authonty on railway matters and 
discuss m detail the objections raised, but to me it does appear beyond 
comprehension, how, notwithstanding the Nagda-Bara-Muttra scheme 
having been officially surveyed m 1894-96, and Government early in 
1897 having decided to construct this railway, the Native States could, 
subsequently, project railways and Government sanction the same w lth- 
out considering the probability of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Line being 
constructed at an eaily date I may tell you that I am grven to under-^ 
stand that not only has the Jeypore Durbar commenced the construction 
of a branch railway from Jeypore southwards to join the proposed Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra, but other States have already constructed railways with 
the same intention When I say that the Nagda-Bara-Muttra was 
surveyed m 1894-96, I do not intend to convey to you the impression 
that it was in these years that the Nagda-Bara-Muttra scheme was first 
thought of, as such is not a fact , a preliminary suney of what has 
resulted m this project having been made in 1887 In the recent coire-^ 
spondence between Government and youi Committee respecting the 
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Hagda-Bara-Muttra scheme it is stated that the Supreme Government 
propose to undertake the construction of the Nagda-Bara-Muttia as 
funds can be made available without prejudice to the demands for certain 
other lines winch for obvious reasons must have precedence Govern- 
ment have, therefore, admitted the importance of the Nagda-Bara- 
Muttra scheme, but notwithstanding our having asked we are unable to 
ascertain what these “ obvious ” reasons are* I have heard it hinted 
that one of them may be the fact of the agreement between Government 
and the B B and C I Railway terminating m 1904, but if that is the 
ease surely an arrangement can be come to with the B and C I 
Railway which will obviate the further postponement of the construction 
of the Hagda-Bara -Muttra. 

CONFERENCE WITH MR ROBERTSON 

At the conference with Mr Robertson held m tins room on the 3rd of 
January, I notice that he made a reference to geographical position This 
is an argument often stated when asking for a preference m railways I, 
therefore, would suggest to Government that when considering such a 
recommendation they should carefully compare not only the present 
facilities of the respective ports, but see how and to what extent such 
ports are capable of enlargement When making such comparisons 
Government will bear m mmd that the drafts of steameis must steachly 
increase— a fact which has already been admitted by the management of 
the Suez Canal, who have decided to deepen their canal to 32 feet From 
enquiries made respecting the leading ports m India I find that m Calcutta 
the maximum draft at their jetties is about 27 feet, whilst at times vessels 
drawing over 24 feet have to lighten at Diamond Harbour As to Karachi 
in the fine season steamers up to 28 feet draft can be admitted into the 
harbour, but during the monsoon the entrance does not permit of steamers 
of more than 26 feet draft entering the port How, Gentlemen, compare 
the port of Bombay with these ports Here we have one of the finest 
satural harbours m the world where vessels drawing fully 38 feet of water 
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can entei at any hour of the day or m any weather and anchor m perfect 
safety As to oul docks I may tell you that the Port Trustees are pre- 
pared, whenever trade demands it, to make a new dock which is designed 
for steamers of up to 32 feet draft I, of course, admit that engineering 
skill and money can overcome most difficulties, but with such natural 
advantages as the port of Bombay enjoys it is needless to say that it 
must be economy to attract trade and develop such a harbour In 
March, 1897, when it was decided by Government that the through 
connection from Nagda to Muttra and Delhi was to be preferred, one of 
the reasons given for the conference deciding thus was that the large 
lailway schemes then on hand would benefit Bengal, Madras, Assam, 
and Burma, and therefore a scheme which would assist Bombay had a 
strong claim Yet m 1902 not only are we still waiting for the construc- 
tion of the Nagda-Baia to be commenced, but if you will refer to some 
figures given by Mr Armstrong at the conference with Mr Bobertson 
you will see that the percentage proportions m which the various ports 
stand to benefit by railways now under construction are — 

Bombay . . 2 41 per cent. 

Calcutta ... 68 70 „ 

Karachi .... 6 93 „ 

Madras . . . . % .... 10 65 „ 

Burma ..... . . ... 11 31 „ 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW RAILWAYS 

In the 174 lakhs sanctioned m December last for capital expenditure 
on the construction of new railways during the coming financial year, I 
regret that I cannot find any work from which the port of Bombay will 
benefit When discussing the Budget for 1901-2, Sir Edward Law 
explained his situation as regards securing capital for railway construc- 
tion One of his resources for this purpose is a proportion of surplus 
revenue Now with the prospect which is practically assured of Govern® 
ment having an important surplus m revenue foi the financial year 
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closing this month, I earnestly appeal to H E the Viceroy, who has 
wisely declared that he will not be deterred from following a steadfast 
policy of railway construction m this country, to lecognise Bombay’s 
rights as the first port m India to a greater share in the Government 
grants made for railway construction than it has had for several years 
past and thus fulfil the repeated promises of Government to the eftect 
that the construction of the Nagda-Bara-Muttra Railway will be under- 
taken when funds can be made available 

Your Committee, m July last, addressed Government, calling their 
attention to the difficulties experienced by those importing produce 
to Bombay from the North West owing to the failure or refusal 
of the railways m that district to supply wagons for such purpose 
One can readily imagine that with a laige demand for wagons the 
railway will be inclined to grant a preference to the merchant 
who will give the longest lead on the railway on which the traffic 
originates but this is quite contrary to the provisions of the Rail- 
way Act of 1890, and only a strong protest against such will assure 
Bombay merchants getting their rights The Committee are as yet 
unaware if their recommendations m this matter have been given effect 
to Therefore I would ask members of this Chamber to at once inform 
the Committee of such impediments to their tfade, as we must see that 
Bombay gets fair play 

THE INSOLVENCY COURT 

In recent correspondence with the Official Assignee we have learnt 
with pleasure that several improvements have lately been mtioduced 
respecting the procedure m his office m the mattei of insolvent estates 
The more important of these have reference to the matter of the proof of 
debts by creditors, and prompt declarations of dividends Your Com- 
mittee have made several suggestions to the Official Assignee for the 
more efficient procedure m his office, but notwithstanding this official 
having every desire to perfect such procedure, it is unfortunately beyond 
his power to accede to our recommendations I believe it is generally 
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admitted that the present Insolvency Act is not satisfactory, and such 

is not to he wondered at, seeing that it was passed m 184S, dining which 

interval the trade of India has entirely ch mged It is w ell-known to us 

all that the Insolvency Court is m many instances lesoited to by di 

honest traders, who conceal then assets, tne out their creditors by 

various means, pay no compensation, and eventually get then disch iisre 

In England it is the duty of the Official Receiver to enquue into all 

cases of Bankruptcy, and when he finds wiong doings on the pait of the 

bankrupt, such as fraud, action is taken by the Public Piosecutoi 

against the bankrupt In this countiy it is the cieditors duty to oppose 

the chschaige 01 take action against the insolvent, and I believe that 

those who have undei taken such actions have in most cases entuled 
* 

heavy expenses, besides loss of much valuable time and, m the end got 
no satisfaction One of the w e ak points in the piesent Insol\ enev Act 
is that theie is nothing to preaent the ti tdei fiom assuming his pin 
peities oi goods immediately pnoi to him filing his schedule, and the 
want of such is, I believe, m many mstames responsible for so few in 
solvent estates having any assets I 1 >elie\ e th it in amendment to this 
Act has ahe idy been under consideration, but difficulties have amen 
and nothing has been done I, how evei, hope that the day is not fn 
distant when Government will t ike m hand the tension of this Act 

CABLE MEsSAOfS 

The reduction m the charge toi cable messages to Europe, which came 
into force tins month, his been welcomed by the whole community 
having lclations with the We&t There is no doubt tint we oave a debt 
ot gr atitude to H E the Vicetoy foi the determined manner m which 
he took up this question, anl we aie also deeply indebted to Su Edw aid 
Sassoon foi the persistent manner m winch he pi essed our claims foi a 
i eduction m iates on the authorities m England Sn Edward spued 
neither tune or inconvenience to himself in supporting om cl um, ind I 
am suie that the success of om appeals foi reduced l ites is in a mot 

measure due to him 
cc — 1 11 a 
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RED SEA LIGHTS 

In looking through the records of this Chamber I find that repeated 
applications have been made to Government for additional lights in the 
Bed Sea, so I am sure you were all gratified to learn from the news- 
papers that four new lights m the Bed Sea are now m course of con- 
struction The Bombay Government recently recommended that the 
light which is now about to be replaced at Kennery Island with one of 
greater powei should be erected at Balfe Point, Penm, but I regret to 
say our latest advices are that the Board of Trade refuse to bear any part 
of the cost of the proposed change, so the idea may fall through Your 
Committee, however, have, on the strength of a stiong representation 
made to them by a number of steamship agents, again addressed Govern- 
ment uigmg the importance of having a light at Balfe Point, and it # is 
to he hoped the proposed scheme of the Bombay Government will be 
carried out 


COMMERCIAL EDUCATION 

It will no doubt be of interest to most of you, gentlemen, to know 
that orders have been issued by Government for the Principal of the 
Elphmstone High School to hold or rather to supervise examinations in 
commeicial education The Examination Papers are set by the London 
Chamber of Commerce, which are sent to the examiner hero, and he 
transmits to the London Chamber the answers of the candidates, and m 
due course the name& of those who pa^s the examination are sent 
to Bomb ly and published m the Goiermhent Gazette Should any of 
you wish to see what the questions are which have been put to the can- 
didates m pervious examinations you can do so by applying to the Secre- 
tary of this Chamber I may tell you that withm the past few weeks 
your Committee have been addiessed by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion and asked to secure the help and co-operation of the members of 
this Chamber m connection with this scheme of education, and your 
Committee have replied piactically promising your support, and it has 
been decided to institute a legister m the office of this Chamber m which 
will be kept the names, caste, age, and addresses of the successful can- 
didates, and this registei will be open to all members What we have m 
view is that when any member requires a junior clerk he will refer to 
this register and select a young man The fact of the youths having 
passed this examination is a guarantee of them having been educated up 
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to a standard which in London is considered sufficient to qualify for 
junior clerkships m merchants’ offices Speaking from my own experience 
I have found that when I wanted a youth of a different caste to that of 
the majority of the clerks m a particular department it ha 3 been most 
difficult to find him, and when I have advertised m the papeis for a 
clerk, applications of a kind have been plentiful, but I hat e found it 
most difficult to ascertain the qualifications of the candidates Now, 
with the register I have spoken of one can pick out the caste required, 
and at the same time get a youth with a guarantee that he has been 
educated up to a standaid which ought to enable him to become a good 
clerk I thmk, gentlemen, that this scheme deserves the support of the 
mercantile community of Bombay, and I trust you will give it encourage* 
ment 


. THE WORE OF THE CHAMBER 

I will now invite your attention to the report which has been so ably 
diawn up by our Secretary You will see that he has given a detailed 
and comprehensive resume on all the more important subjects which 
have been before the Committee during tile past yeai You will aho 
notice that he has given a reference where the same subjects have been 
befoie previous Committees, and so made the report more interesting and 
valuable than it otherwise would have been All this has, of course, 
entailed great labour on him, and is, perhaps, responsible for our meeting 
being a little later m the year than umal , but I am sure we all appre- 
ciate hib efforts to make the report as perfect as possible When spe ik- 
ing of the annual report I will take the opportunity of telling you that 
your Committee, on the recommendation of the Secretary, have sanction- 
ed the employment of a special clerk to draw np an index of the various 
subjects dealt with m the annual repoits published by this Chamber 
since its establishment m 1830 Those who have had to trace any parti- 
cular matter m the recoids of this Chamber must have found the in- 
dexing somewhat faulty, which is not to be wondered at when one 
considers the number of different men that have had a hand m the 
framing of these reports We, however, are confident that an index 
drawn up under the supervision of our Secretary will add materially to 
the usefulness of the history of the tiade of Bombay which is contained 
m our annual reports As to our finances, thanks to the large ship- 
ments of cotton we are able to show a profit on our working expenses of 
Rs 9,105 6-0, which, needless to say, most satisfactory The Chair- 
man then proposed “ That the Report of the Committee of the Bombay 
CC—7d 
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Chamber of Commerce for the year 1901, -which has been circulated, be 
adopted and printed for general information, together with the documents 
therein refered to ,J 

Mr C H Armstiong said —It falls to my lot, as Deputy Chairman, 
to second the proposal that has just been placed before you by the Hon 
Mr Greaves, and I do so with great pleasure, because I feel that the 
year’s record is an exceptionally good one We may not, peihaps, ex- 
cepting as regards railways, have dealt with many matters of great im- 
portance, but the subjects that have come before us have been very 
numerous, and many of them of great local interest Our Chairman 
has dealt so fully with our railway problem that I will only briefly allude 
to it, but I may say that it was a great pleasure to your Committee to 
meet Mr Bobeitson, the Special Commissioner appointed by the India 
Office to enquire into the administration and woikmg of Indian Bail- 
ways, and I trust that good will come of the interview Facts and 
figures, when plainly stated, often carry great weight, and I believe 
many, after hearing the percentages I put forward, were amazed that so 
little is now being done by the Government of India m railway consti ac- 
tion and extension for the benefit of this port, undoubtedly the finest 
harbour m India, and one which affords all possible facilities. 

COMMUNICATION WITH DELHI 

When addressing Mr Bobertson, I remarked that we admitted a 
feeling of great disappointment as regards the progress, or at least the 
want of it, that has lately been made m schemes m which we are interest- 
ed, and such undoubtedly was the ease at that tune But there are 
now signs, but only slight ones, I admit, that give us some hope that the 
project we have so earnestly advocated for many years, of connection 
with Delhi, via Nagda and Bara, will, ere long, be again taken into 
consideration, and I trust this time with a favourable and rapid result 
The position of the Government of India as regards this line is most 
difficult to follow, fox after placing it first, or at any rate giving it prefer- 
ence in their list a few years ago, it has now no place m their three years* 
programme which was lately issued Now, gentlemen, what are the 
advantages of this line to us 1 In the first place, it will open up for 
Bombay a new country , in the second place, it will attract, by connect- 
ing lines, traffic from adjacent districts to Bombay, the natural outlet, and 
in the third place, it will give us a short run to Delhi Now, gentlemen, 
we are glad at all times to considei the financial position of Government 
as regards existing mam lines, but as merchants we cannot allow other 
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interests— and there appear to be such interests— to stand for ever m the 
way of a project, which we feel, will materially benefit our trade in both 
exports and imports, and for this reason we must continue to press to a 
successful issue the scheme we have urged for so long, and of which the 
Government of India have approved I feel sure that European merchants 
in Bombay are fully alive to the advisability of supplies from up-country 
being atti acted to this port, and I trust our native friends, who are 
interested mainly m imports, are equally alive to the necessity of keeping 
well in touch with up-country markets The policy, if I may so call it, 
of exclusion which has for some years, been encouraged by native dealers 
mBombay, must end sooner or later in disappointment, and there is 
much, I think, now to show that our native import dealers have not made 
m the past few years as much headway m up country markets as traders 
m other Indian ports I commend this matter to the native dealers of 
Bombay, and can assure them that any representations that they may 
make to this Chamber as regards railway rates and facilities for their 
trade will always leceive our most careful consideration, and, if possible, 
support 


PIECE-GOODS DISPUTES 

During the past year your Committee have had to deal with a large 
number of disputes caused by the careless stamping at home of the 
lengths of piece-goods, and after much consideration, and after consulta- 
tion with the Manchester Chamber of Commeice, your Committee framed 
a set of rules to come into force on the 1st July, which, they understood, 
would meet with acceptance— for there can be no doubt that it is for the 
good of our trade that cloths should be what they are represented to be, 
and any laxity m this respect is liable to damage the reputation of 
Bombay goods m up-country markets But since the report was issued, 
a letter has been received from the Manchester Chamber, suggesting cer- 
tain fresh proposals which appear to me eminently fair and reasonable, 
and I have no doubt that one of the first acts of the new Committee will 
be to call together the sub-committee under which our late circular was 
issued, m order that it may be withdrawn and a new one substituted on 
the lines now proposed by our friends in Manchester, who, of course, can 
best say what can be done and what is fair for all parties I share the 
pleasure our Chairman has expressed in the reduction in the cost of 
telegrams to Europe, and I quite agree that our thanks are due to all, not 
only m this country, but m Parliament and elsewhere, who have helped 
m the settlement of tins matter. 
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> SHORT REELING GREY YARNS 

A subject winch is buefly alluded to m the report is the shoit reeling 
of grey yams by milh m India, notably up-countiy Your Committee 
have considered this matter on several occasions, but as mentioned m 
the report they feel that m the first instance it is a subject which should 
be taken up by the Millowners’ Association Nothing, however, has 
apparently been done by this body as yet, and as many of us are im- 
porters of grey yarns from Lancashire, and as many mills m India are 
now spinning finer counts than they did, and are, therefore, m competi- 
tion with imported yarns, it behoves the Committee of this Chamber to 
watch the matter carefully in the interests of the trade of its members. 
And Government will, no doubt, keep themselves fully informed of what 
is going on m the interests of the hand-loom weaver who is in many 
cases receiving a hank of only about 730 yards instead of the regulation 
840 as laid down m the Act Now, gentlemen, this is a matter m 
which I have taken a good deal of mteie&t, and I will not disguise from 
you that there are difficulties m the way of its adjustment We all of 
us work under the Merchandise Marks Act, and we should all be subject 
to the same conditions, but as a matter ol fact an nnportei receives one 
treatment and a local spinner another, which, m effect, is really none at 
all I will make my meaning quite clear If an importer endeavours to 
pass short reeled yarn from England thiough an Indian Custom House, 
he is — provided the authorities have warning of the shipment — im- 
mediately stopped by the Collector of Customs under, I believe, the Sea 
Customs Act The yarn is then tested, and, if found contrary to the 
provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act, is confiscated, or a fine is im- 
posed, and the baie3 have to be re-shipped This is what I call sum- 
mary judgment, and such prompt action is not only advisable, but neces- 
sary in the interests of trade generally But a local spinner is not subject 
to any such test He may reel his yam shoit, aud no official will, or can 
take action on the same lines It is, of course, open to anyone to take 
a case— if, for instance, it is an up-country mill— into a mofussil couit, 
but apart from the very obvious fact that it is not the duty of the in- 
dividual to enforce the law for the benefit of the community at large, 
this course is difficult to follow because of the delay which attends such 
procedure, and as short reeling is an offence against the law of the land 
it should be promptly dealt with In support of the foregoing statement, 
I may mention that it cost a leading firm in India, only the other day, 
over Bs 25,000 and two years’ time to get judgment m a court m 
Northern India on a comparatively simple matter, viz , their claim to A 
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number on piece-goods The lemedy, to my mind, for short reeling 
should not be difficult, but as I understand that the Government of Bom- 
bay are fully alive to the situation, and as it is possible that the ventila- 
tion of this question may already have done some good, though I rather 
fear not veiy much, I will not press the matter furthei just now, beyond 
expressing the hope that Government will not on any account permit a 
general departure from the principles of the Merchandise Marks Act, and 
that mills m this country, particularly m and around this Presidency, 
will profit by what has happened and will spin their yarns full length 
in future 

The rapid clearing of goods through the Custom House is a subject 
your Committee have taken much interest in m order to facilitate 
the delivery of goods from the Docks, and the incoming Committee will, 
no doubt, shortly be receiving a reply from the Collector of Customs, 
which, I trust and feel sure will be satisfactory, to a letter which the 
outgoing Committee addressed to him a short time ago With these few 
remarks gentlemen, I beg to second the pioposal for the adoption of 
the report 

In supporting the motion Mr H C W light said A large portion of 
the report is devoted to railway matteis, especially the pioposed Nagda- 
Bara-Muttra Railway, which we all 1 egret to see has not yet been com- 
menced I fail to see why Government should not tell us plainly what 
their reasons are for placing such an important scheme m the background 
The manner m which the Committee has continued to press this impor- 
tant scheme deserves our thanks, and I trust that when our Chairman 
meets us next year he will be able to report that some real progress has 
been made One of the most important matters referred to m the report, 
and dealt with hy onr Chau man, is the question of the present Insol- 
vency Act This Act, which was passed over fifty years ago, is so 
unsatisfactory that I believe its revision would be an almost hopeless 
task, and nothing short of an entirely new Act would be of much use 
There are many improvements which might be introduced m a new 
Act— for instance (1) the Official Assignee might be invested with 
powers to examine insolvents , (2) the duties of an insolvent might be 
moie clearly defined , and (3) the adjudication of insolvents might be 
possible m the petition by a creditor that an act of bankruptcy has been 
committed The way that debtors evade their liabilities and make away 
with their assets is nothing short of a scandal, and I hope the matter 
will receive the early attention of Government, and that before long we 
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shall have a new and better Insolvency Act The thanks of members are* 
due to the Official Assignee, who has done as much as he possibly can to 
simplify the proceedings m his office It is most satisfactory to deal 
with an official who does his best to settle matters brought before him in 
a prompt and business-like mannei 

SHORT REELING 

The Deputy Chairman has made some interesting remaiks on the 
question of the short reeling of country-made yarn There is, I think, 
little doubt that the practice is m distinct contravention of the Mer- 
chandise Marks Act How far the native hand-loom weaver is deceived 
is a question on which people hold different opinions, and I do not think 
it is certain that he does not know what length of yarn he is buying 
Personally, I think that seeing that the weaver is as much of an expert 
as the dealer who sells to him, it is most unlikely that the deception can 
be earned on The law seems clear, and seeing that the Millowners 3 
Association seems disinclined to take the mattei up and that no specific 
instance has been brought before the Chamber showing that the present 
law cannot cope with the mattei, I think our Committee has done wisely 
m declining, at all events for the present, to approach Government m the 
matter It is not necessary that individuals should have the trouble 
and incur the odium of prosecuting offenders, for the District Magistrate 
is empowered to take action, and m one instance, of which I have 
personal knowledge, the Collector, who was also the District Magistrate^ 
was prepared to take action against some up-country mills if they had 
not promised to stop short reeling (Applause-) 

Mr F C Macrae said, with reference to the remarks of Mr Wright 
he was glad to hear that a District Magistrate had expressed himself 
prepared to take action against certain up-country mills if they had not 
promised to stop the practice of short reeling He was sorry to hear that 
the Mallow ners’ Association had not seen their way to take this matter 
up, but it was more a matter for the Chamber to deal with, and he hoped 
they would not lose sight of it 

Mr John E Greaves remarked that judging from what Mr Wright had 
said no specific case had been presented The Millowners 3 Association 
had no intention of disregardmg the question, but before it could be 
specifically gone mto full details were required 

Mr Armstrong said the last speaker had misunderstood Mr Wright’s 
remarks— what he said was that no specific instance had been brought 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


521 


before the Chamber showing that the present law could not cope with 
it As a matter of fact, various cases of short reehng had been brought 
before the Chamber 

Mr John E Greaves Have they been sent to the Millowners* 
Association ? 

Mr Armstrong They have not. 

Mr John E Greaves remarked that m his opinion they should have 
been 

The report was adopted 

The Hon’ble Mr Moses, m proposing a vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man, Deputy Chairman and the out-gomg Committee for their able 
conduct of the affairs of the Chamber during the past year, said — 
Gentlemen,— -We meet once more to day to receive the report of the past 
year of the Committee of this Chamber which discloses a vast amount of 
solid work done, and the great attention and care bestowed by them 
upon every conceivable subject of commercial interest and importance 
that came up before them for consideration, for which we are very 
grateful. Gentlemen, as we meet at this Chamber once a year to venti- 
late our views on commercial matters I should be wanting m my duty 
if I did not seize this opportunity of making some observations upon sub- 
jects of vital importance to this Presidency, nay to all India, in which 
I am sure every mei chant here is interested It is now over nine years 
since the Mints were closed to the free coinage of silver, and the currency 
legislation has had a fair trial There is no denying the fact as to the 
success of Government in establishing a stable currency for India— after 
a stubborn resistance it has yielded to the superior force of the Imperial 
Government But let us see at what cost it has been achieved Our mill 
industry, m which no less than fifteen million sterling is invested, which 
was flourishing before the closing of the mints, has since been gradually 
decaying, until it has now reached the brink of bankruptcy Ho less 
than fourteen mills are about to be liquidated, and some of them, brand 
new ones, were knocked down at the hammer realizing only a third of 
their original cost What has brought about such a deplorable state of 
affairs ^ I maintain it is the closing of the mints against the free coinage 
of silver which has necessarily diminished the demand for the white 
metal, and the prices have been steadily declining, with the result that 
our exchanges with the Far East have been following m the wake of silver 
on the lower basis, thus rendering our trade with that country unprofib 
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able This has been going on year by year until the tiade is now alrnost- 
paralized The nulls are obliged to export to China what they produce, 
whether on their own account or by selling to the China merchants, but 
the results to all concerned have been all the same nnremuneratiye, as 
they weie not able to obtain sufficiently high dollar prices Irom John 
Chinaman commensurate with the fall m exchange When our twist 
reaches China, there it is met with keen competition by the Chinese and 
the Japanese mills I don’t say that our competitors have shared a better 
fate, but that is a poor consolation for ns It would be interesting to 
enquire as to who has benefited by the cuirency legislation, and who 
has suffered As far as I can judge, the Government save about five 
millions sterling annually, and the Lancashire people deuve a partial 
benefit by the favourable realization of their imported goods Against 
that it is estimated that the taxpayers of India and its agriculturists’ 
suffei to the tune of about twenty million sterling per annum The culti- 
vators of cotton and seeds of this Presidency are groaning under the 
oppression, bnt can find no sympathisers And m the same manner the 
tea, silk and indigo planters on the other side of India grumble that 
their trade is being ruined by the unfavourable artificial exchange i*hen 
exporting their goods, but without finding redress And, as I explained 
before, our mill industry is m a very deploiable state just now 

TAXATION OF ENGLAND AND INDIA 

The Secretary of State, on comparing the taxation of England and 
India, said the other day m Parliament that the taxation in India has 
remained stationary, there have been no new taxes imposed since he has 
been m office That may be perfectly tine, bnt is his Lordship aware 
that since the closing of the mints the taxpayers and the agriculturists 
pay about 30 per cent indirect taxation ? Instead of lid , the intrinsic 
metallic value of a rupee, it is now artificially fixed at 16d Those that 
are sceptical on the subject of the indirect taxation, let me assure them 
that I am not singular m this opinion The Government of India had 
been contemplating about an artificial rupee since 1875, and sought the 
support of the then Home Government on the question On refeinng 
the matter to the Lords Commissioners of the Tieasury they expressed 
their opinion on the subject m a letter to the Secretary of State for India, 
dated the 24th November 1879 With your permission I will quote a small 
portion of that letter — “ The Government of India propose that the free 
coinage of silver be restricted so that the rupee shall no longer remain 
as at present, simply a piece of silver of a given weight and fineness, but 
shall m addition to these qualities bear a fixed relative value to the .Eng- 
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hsh sovereign The proposal appeals open to these objections to a token 
cuironcy which have long been recognised by all civ iliz ed nations It 
appears, too, that the G-overnment of India, in making the present pro- 
posal, lay themselves open to the same criticisms as aie made upon 
Governments which have depreciated thou eunencies In general, the 
object of such Government has been to dimmish the amount they have 
to pay to their creditor In the present case, the object of the Indian 
Government appeals to be to mciease the amount they have to receive 
from then tax-payeis If the present level of exchange he due to the 
depreciation of silver, the Government scheme may lelieve the Indian 
Government and othcis who desne to remit money to England, but this 
relief will be given “ at the eopenbe of the Indian taxpayer and with 
the effect of via eaw</ ev6/ y debt on fixed payment m India 11 I am 
sure the tax.es m England have not been mcicased to the extent which 
the taxpayer m Indu ire subjected to by the opeiations of the currency 
legislation I theiefoio ask, Would not the taxpayer prefei to pay a 
slightly mci eased tax heie ind them to meet the deficit of the Indian 
Exchequei of five millions sleihng pei annum, and have an open mint 
and an unhampemd tiade, to the piesent state of aftans of uncertainty 
and embairassment ^ 


IMPOl EPISUMENT OF INDIA 

Until this is done I feai the impoverishment of India will continue, 
and I sincerely trust that Government will come to the rescue before 
they find her m ext/ em is Gentlemen, you are aware that simultaneous- 
ly with the closing of the mints an excise duty was imposed on our 
manufactured goods, presumably as a piotection for the Manchester 
goods , but in leality om goods do not compete with theirs, as we pro- 
duce coarse goods and they of finer qualities I, therefore, take it that 
this tax goes to augment the levenne of Government, but with the pre- 
sent flounshmg state of Indian finances I am sure they could well afford 
to abolish it I might mention that this tax comes to about half-a-lakh 
of rupees on an average pel innum on a weaving mill having about 
1,000 looms, which is no small burden to beai m these days of competi- 
tion It will aft oid a great lelief to our smuggling industry if this tax 
is abolished As one of the lesults of cunency legislation, it was san- 
gumely expected that owing to the fixity of exchange capital from 
Europe would be atti acted to India for investment But we have failed 
to see such a consummation I would humbly suggest that H E the 
Viceroy may be graciously pleased to appoint a Commission to enquire 
into the economic condition of India generally, and particularly as re- 



S24 


GENEBAIi tizmm OF THE 


gards the effect of the currency legislation on the prosperity of the in- 
dustrial and agricultural classes of this great Empire, and to suggest 
remedies for their amelioiation Gentlemen, I hope you will pardon this 
digression, but trust that the importance of the subject may be consider- 
ed a sufficient justification I have now much pleasure m proposing that 
the best thanks of the Chamber be tendeied to the Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, the out-going Committee, and the Secietaiy, for their able 
conduct of the affairs of the Chamber during the past year (Applause ) 

Mr, Macrae seconded, and the losolution was agreed to 
OTHER MOTIONS, 

MEMBERS OP THE COMMITTEE 

On the motion of Mr J Murdoch, seconded by Mi J Fairelough, it 
was agreed “ That the following gentlemen be elected members of the 
Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce for the year 1902 — 
Lieut -Colonel H D Olivier, B E , Messis H Blascheck, J M Dick, 
A M Monteath, W W Petrie, H E E Piocter, and J Stiven ” 

RATES OP TONNAGE 

It was proposed by Mr J M Dick, seconded by Mr H E E 
Procter, and agreed, that the following lates of tonnage hitherto shown 
upon the old scale, and which weie now declined obsolete and void, be 
entirely deleted fiom the tonnage scale — 


cwts 

Bajn in bags . 10 

Coffee m bags or frazils . 12 

Copra in robbms ... 8 

Gramm bags . . ]5 

Jowanmbags . . 10 

Lang m bags ..... 10 

Mowra flowers . ] 0 

Musoor in bags 1G 

Teel or gmgellyseed , 14 

Rapeseed c . 14 

Mnstaidseed 14 

Bice in bags 10 

Saltpetre 10 

Wheat . . » 10 


Mr C Eadeliffe proposed, Mr P Bit cine seconded, and it was 
agreed * w That the following addition be made to the tonnage scale *— 
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Cylindrical packages, rolls, etc , 40 cubic feet, and that the following 
footnote be appended — On and after 1st April, 1902, the following 
formula shall be recognised foi the calculation of the cubical contents of 
cylindrical packages namely, that the squaie of the diameter be mul- 
tiplied into the length and one-fifth deducted from the product ” 

EE-ELECTION OF AUDITORS 

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. H C. Wnght, 
and agreed “ That Messrs Ferguson and Irvine be re-elected auditors 
of the Chamber 5 s accounts foi the yeai 1902 on the remuneration hxtheito 
paid to them 55 

A vote of thanks to the Chan man concluded the business of the 
meeting 
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STATEMENT showing the Annual Value of the Import Trade 
of India t and the Total Miles of Railway opened m 
the Official Yea?s 1853-59 to 1900-1901. 


YEAR 


1858 59 

1859 60 

1860 61 
1861 62 
1862-63 
1863 64 
1864-65 

1865 66 

1866 67 

1867 68 
1868-69 

1869 70 

1870 71 

1871 72 
1872-73 

1873 74 

1874 75 
1875-76 

1876 77 

1877 7S 
1S7S-79 

1879 80 

1880 81 
1881-82 * 
1882-83 * 
18S3-S4 

1884 85 

1885 S6 

1886 87 

1887 88 
1888-89 

1889 90 

1890 91 

1891- 92 

1892- 93 

1893 94 

1894 95 

1895 96 

1896- 97 

1897- 98 

1898- 99 

1899- 1900 

1900- 1901 . 


t 


Total Miles| 
of Railway 
opened 


Meicbandise 


Treasme 


Merchandise 
jand Treasure 


626* 

839* 

1587| 

2335} 

2550 

296G} 

3372} 

3568} 

3936* 

4016* 

4291} 

4775 

5077* 

5370* 

5695 

G227 5 

6519 

6S33 

7323* 

8213 

8493} 

9308 

9S92 

10115* 

1 107S0* | 
12000 ^ 
12375* 
13386 
11377 
15212* 
16092* 
16996 
17561 
ISO 12 
1S500 
1SS55* 
19677} 
20390* 
21136} 
22491 
237b3 
t 


£ 

21.730.000 

24.265.000 

23.495.000 

22.320.000 

22.630.000 

27.145.000 

28.150.000 

29.600.000 

29.040.000 

35.705.000 

35.990.000 

32.925.000 

31.470.000 
32,000,000 

31.875.000 
j3,So5,000 

36.220.000 

38.515.000 

17.440.000 

41.461.000 

17 . 801.000 

41.172.000 

53.056.500 

49.11 5.000 

52.095.700 

55.299.000 

55.701.600 

55.652.000 

61.512.000 

65.001.500 

69.137.700 

69,199,400 

71,975,800 

69.427.600 

66.278.600 

77.026.100 

75.516.500 
72,93b,lU0 
7b, 215,800 

73.631.100 

72.110.700 

75.304.500 
80 891,100 


£ 

12,817,071 
16,356,9G3 
10,677,077 
14,951,985 
20,508,967 
22,962,581 
21,363,325 
29,577,301 
13,236,905 
11,775,374 
15,155,954 
13,951,807 
5,414,823 
11,573,813 
4 556, 5S5 
5,792,514 
8,111,047 
5,100,722 
11,436,120 
17,355,459 
7,056,748 
11,654,894 

8.997.200 

11.322.800 

13,451,400 

12,877,900 

13.888.200 

15.467.000 

11,048,300 

13.812.500 

13.845.000 

17.454.500 

21.934.500 

14.722.600 

17.009.800 

18.161.200 

9.581.200 

13.368.000 

13.081.500 

20.530.600 

17.895.600 

20.973.600 

24,576,200 


Figures not received up to um e of publication, 


£ 

31,547,071 

40,621,963 

34,172,077 

37,271,985 

43,138,967 

50,107,581 

49,513,325 

59,157,301 

42,276,905 

47,480,374 

51,145,954 

46,879,807 

39,914,823 

43,663,813 

36,431,585 

39,627,534 

44,361,047 

43,815,722 

48,876,120 

58,819,459 

44,857,748 

52,826,894 

62.084.000 
GO, 435, 800 

65.552.100 

68.176.900 

69,589,800 

71.119.000 

72.860.300 

78.817.000 

83.282.700 

86.653.900 

93.910.300 

84,150,200 

83,288,400 

95.487.300 

83.097.700 

86.304.100 

80.300.300 

94.164.900 

90.006.300 

96.278.100 

105,470,300 
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STATEMENT showing the Annual Value of the Export Trade 
of India, and the Total Miles of Railway opened in the 
Official Yean 1858-59 to 1900-1901 


1 

YEAR , 

Cofeal Miles 
of Railway ] 
opened 

yCoichaudise 

Treasure 

Merchandise 
and Treasure 

1868 59 

626* 

£ 

29,860,000 

£ 

669,427 

£ 

30,529,427 

1859 60 

839* 

27,960,000 

929,007 

28,880,007 

1860 61 

1587} 

32,970,000 

1,119,519 

34,089,549 

1861 62 

2335} 

36,320,000 

6S3,355 

37,003,355 

1862-03 

2550 

*47,860,000 

1,111,140 

48,971,140 

1863 64 

2966} 

*65,625,000 

1,270,435 

66,895,435 

1864 65 

3372} 

*68,025,000 

1,411,775 

69,469,775 

1865 66 

3508j 

*65,190,000 

2,165,352 

67,655,352 

1866 67 

3936* 

11,860,000 

2,131,303 

44,291,503 

1867 68 

1016* 

50,875,000 

1,571,946 

52,446,946 

1868 69 

4294# 

58,060,000 

1,395, 5S0 

54,455,580 

1869 70 

4775 

52,470,000 

1,042,353 

53,512,353 

1870 71 

5077J 

55,3^5,000 

2,220,765 

57,555,765 

1871 72 

5370* 

63,190,01 iQ 

1,495,642 

64,685,642 

1872 73 

5605 

55,230,000 

1,308,579 

56,538,579 

1873 74 

0.227 r 

54 980,000 

1,95S,512 

56,038,519 

1871 75 

6519 

56,360,000 

1,025,309 

57,985,309 

1875 76 

OSori 

56,210,000 

2,200,236 

58,410,236 

1S76 77 

7322* 

61,013,000 

4,029,898 

65,042,898 

1877 78 

8212 

65,222,000 

2,210,995 

67,432,903 

1878 79 

8492} 

60,917,000 

3,982,228 

64,919,228 

1879 80 

9 SOS 

G7, 210,000 

2,035,147 

69,215,147 

1880 81 

9892 

74,541,000 

3,440,400 

75,981,400 

1881 82 

101151 

SI, 966, 000 

1,099,700 

S3, 065,700 

18S2 83 

1 107801* 

83,4S5,000 

1,041,800 

84,526,800 

1883 84 

88,076,400 

1,008,500 

89,084,900 

18S4 85 

12000 1 

83,170,100 

1,968,900 

85,139,300 

1885-86 

1237oi 

S3, 861, 200 

1,108,200 

84,969,400 

1886 87 

13386 

SS, 481, 000 

1,720,400 

1,604,600 

90,201,400 

1887 88 

14377 

90,543,000 

92,148,200 

1888 89 

15242^ 

97,060,200 

1,784,400 

93, 844,600 

1889 90 

16092i 

103,448,700 

1,900,300 

105,355,000 

102,338,200 

1S90 91 

16096 

100,215,000 

2,123,200 

3,2SG,700 

1891 92 

17564 

10S,17S,000 

111,464,700 

113,533,600 

1892 93 

1S042 

106,571,700 

6,958,900 

4,100,200 

1S93 94 

1S500 

106,51 l,S0O 

110,615,000 

1894 95 

18855* 

10S,929,100 

8,226,100 

117,155,200 

118,605,700 

1895 96 

19G77} 

114,345,900 

1,259,800 

1896 97 

20390* 

103,983,000 

4,937,500 

108,921,100 

104,7S3,SOO 

1897 98 

2115G} 

97,635,200 

7,148,600 

1898 99 

22191 

112, SOI, 200 

7, all, 400 

120,212,600 

1899 1900 , . 

23*63 

109,113,600 

7,956,400 

117,070,000 

1900 1901 

t 

107,704,400 

14,227,400 

121,991,800 


* Expoits abnoimally high owm^ to the Amcncan Civil Wui« 
*j* Jfiguxes not ieccived up to tinro of publication, 
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SHIPPING— FOR 

r 

Niimber and Tonnage of Vessels, distinguishing' Sailing and Steam , which 

at Ports m British India , m each 

EN 


1 

YEAB, 

With Cargoes 

In 

j Sailing 

Steam 

Total 

A 1 

Sailing 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons. 

O' 

% 

02 

CO 

<0 

0 

0Q 

a 

£ 

1891 92 

2158 

455 2o2 

1,617 

2,561,855 

3,770 

3,017,117 

1,281 

374,124 

1892-98 

2 238 

442 105 

1585 

2,544 440 

3 823 

2,986,545 

1,209 

468,111 

1893-94 

2 025 

453 067 

| 

1623 

2,610 037 

3 648 

3 063,104 

1,034 

263,242 

1894 95 

1966 

401,363 

1819 

2 911,704 

3,785 

3,313,157 

1,143 

309,932 

1895-96 

2 021 

362 029 

1835 

2,049 232 

3,856 

3,311,261 

999 

260,689 

1896-97 

1890 

299 020 

1,715 

2 877,982 

3 665 

3,177,002 

1,012 

233,645 

1897-98 

1929 

371,147 ' 

1,704 

2 732,192 

3,633 

3 103,339 

967 

250,161 

1898 99 

1 659 

812 382 

1,849 

2 991 245 

3 503 

3,303,627 

739 

192,726 

1899-1900 

1374 

245 511 

1927 

3 167,880 

3 301 

3,413,391 

I 

539 

126 861 

1900 1901 

12 64 

167,661 

1792 

2,996,434 

3 056 

3,164,095 1 

565 

67,001 


CLEAH 


1891-02 

2 551 ! 

708,371 

2,157 

3,427,402 

4,708 

4,135 773 

676 

86,053 

1892-93 

2,782 

759,331 

1,803 

2,846 657 

4 585 

3,605,988 

640 

94,445 

1893-94 

2,459 

700,421 

1,851 

2,999,532 

4 310 

3,699,951 

550 

96,190 

1891-95 

2 566 

654,055 

2,060 

3,247 475 

4 632 

3 901,530 

530 

77,983 

1895-96 

2,457 

547,271 

2,066 

3,341190 

4 523 

3,888 461 

424 

76,361 

1896 97 

2 363 

456,364 1 

1,926 

3 078,441 

4,289 

3 534,805 

495 

79,571 

1897-98 

2^36 

517,461 

1,930 

3 084,919 

4166 

3 602 3s0 

482 

84,479 | 

189S-99 . i 

2,025 

466, 4S7 

2 337 

3,938 474 

4 362 

4,404,961 

303 

53,311 

1899-1900 

1,652 

350,143 

2,168 

3,674,339 

3,820 

4,024 482 

148 

34,532 

1900-1801 

JL,607 

! 209,831 

2,155 

3,698,238 

3,762 

3,908,069 

148 

19,107 
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EIGN TRADE. 

Entered and Cleared with cai goes and m Ballast , from and to Foreign Countries 
Official Teai from 1891-92 to 1900-1901 

TEBED 


Ballast 

Total. 

Grand Total. 

Steam 

Total 

Sailing 

Steam 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

05 

§ 

E-t 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Sailing & 
Steam 
Vessels 

02 

d 

EH 

635 

917,134 

1,916 

1,291,258 

3,434 

829,386 

2,252 

3,478,989 

5,686 

4,308,375 

352 

447,5-10 

1,561 

915,651 

3,447 

910,216 

1,937 

2,991,980 

5,384 

3,902,196 

318 

471,565 

1,3S2 

734,807 

3,059 

716,309 

1,971 

3,081,602 

5,030 

3,797,911 

381 

533,297 

1,524 

843,229 

3,109 

711,295 

2,200 

3,445,091 

5,309 

I 4,156,3S6 

S71 

556,089 

1,370 

816,778 

3,020 

622,718 

2,206 

j 3,505,321 

5,226 

4,128 039 

339 

473,342 

1,341 

706,987 

2,892 

532,665 

2,114 

3,351,324 

5,006 

3,8S3,9S9 

375 

564,271 

1,342 

814,422 

2,896 

621,298 

2,079 

3,296,463 

4,977 

3,917,761 

648 

1,086,833 

1,407 

1,279,559 

2,41S 

505,108 

2,497 

4,078,078 

4,915 

4,583,186 

555 

930,106 

1,094 

1,056,957 

1,913 

372,362 

2,482 

4,097,986 

4,395 

4,470,348 

611 

994,146 

1,176 

1,061,147 

1,829 

234,662 

2,403 

3,990,580 

4,232 

4,227,212 


ED 


88 

59,850 

764 

146,503 

3,227 

795,024 

2,245 

3,487,252 

5,472 

4,282,276 

114 

88,662 

754 

184,107 

3,422 

854,776 

1,917 

2,935,319 

5,339 

3,790,095 

105 

71,832 

655 

168,023 

3,0G9 

796,611 

1,956 

3,071,364 

4,965 

3,867,975 

106 

119,923 

636 

197,906 

3,096 

732,038 

2,172 

3,367,398 

5,268 

4,099,436 

124 

133,739 

548 

210,100 

2,8S1 

623,632 

2,190 

3,474,929 

5,071 

4,098,501 

150 

200,220 

645 

279,791 

2,858 

535,935 

2,076 

3,27S,661 

4,934 

3,814,596 

136 

180,019 

618 

264,498 

2,718 

j 601,940 

2,066 

3,284,938 

4,' 7 84 

3,866,878 

106 

74,188 

409 

127,499 

2,328 

519 798 

2,443 

4,012,662 

4,771 

4,532,460 

165 

98,421 

313 

182,656 

1,800 

384,378 

2,333 

3,772,760 

4,133 

4,157,138 

160 

117,012 

308 

136,119 

1,755 

228,938 

2,315 

3,815 250 

4,070 

4,044 1S8 
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SHIPPING— FOR 

Number and Tonnage of Vessels , distinguishing Sailing and Steam , uhicli 
Countries , Chief Port of the Bombay Presidency 

EN 



With Cargoes 

In 

TEAR 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Sailing 


73 

to 

02 

iD 

> 

Tons, 

Vessels 

Tons, 

Vessels 

Tons, 

Vessels 

Tons 

1891 92 

408 

54,344 

612 

1,079,550 

1,020 

1,133,894 

2 

341 

1892-93 

374 

56,916 

604 

1,083,797 

978 

1,140,713 

12 

2,351 

1893-94 

329 

59,156 

581 

1,068,414 

910 

1,127,570 

15 

2,426 

1894-95 

312 

46,417 

632 

1,245,430 

944 

1,291,847 

9 

1,559 

1895-96 

284 

36,351 

625 

1,230,343 

909 

1,266,694 

14 

1,801 

1896 97 

205 

32,463 

566 

1,126,026 

771 

1,158,489 

2 

730 

1897-98 

242 

37,020 

469 

974,940 

711 

1,011,960 

2 

145 

189S-99 

261 

39,107 

571 

1,173,494 

832 

1,212,601 

4 

2,895 

18994900 

234 

29,928 

542 

1, 160 , 838 

776 

1,190,766 

7 

1,292 

19004901 

255 

28,884 

510 

1,073,868 

1 765 

1,102,752 

9_ 

1,622 


CLEAR 


1891-92 

340 

39,69b 

665 

1,179,357 

1,005 

1,219,055 

5 

1,395 

1892-93 . 

350 

41,441 

578 

1,045,132 

928 

1,086,573 

6 

348 

1893 94 

279 

35,375 

536 

1,021,924 

815 

1,057,299 

1 

68 

1894 95 

327 

44,900 

452 

897,510 

779 

942,410 

2 

107 

1895 96 

314 

36,686 

464 

936,500 

778 

973,186 

2 

333 

1896 97 

208 

26,484 

436 

873,753 

644 

900,237 

1 

1,669 

1897-98 

241 

■ 

29,121 

374 

770,371 

615 

799,492 

5^ 

4,034 

1898-99 

284 

39,049 

496 

1,057,265 

780 

1,096,314 

1 

49 

1899-1900 

251 

29,176 

423 

949,286 

674 

978,462 

1 

55 

1900 1901 

283 

$1,230 

368 

816,885 

651 

848,115 

4 

305 
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EIGN TRADE, 

Entered and Cleared with cargoes and m Ballast , /? om and to Foi eign 
m each Official Yeai from 1S91 92 to 19G0 1901 

TER ED 


Ballast 

Total 



Steam. 

Total 

Sailing 

Steam. 

Grand Total. 

i 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons. 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Sailing & 
Steam 
Vessels 

% 

o 

EH 

145 

245,489 

147 

245, 83U , 

410 

54,685 

757 

1,325,039 

1,167 

1,379,724 

59 

105,273 

71 

107,624 

386 

59,267 

663 

1,189,070 

1,049 

1,248,337 

54 

101,088 

69 

104,114 

344 

61,582 

635 

1,170,102 ' 

979 

1,231,684 

32 

55,874 

41 

57,433 

321 

47,976 

664 

1,301,304 

985 

1,349,280 

31 

54,145 

45 

55,946 

298 

38,152 

656 

1,284,488 

954 

1,322,640 

12 

14,784 

14 

15,514 

207 

33,193 

578 

1,140,810 

785 

1,174,003 

13 

25,851 

15 

25,996 

244 

37,165 

482 

1,000,791 

726 

1,037,956 

84 

165,891 

88 

168,786 

265 

42,002 

655 

1,339,385 

920 

1,381,387 

35 

77,135 

42 

78,427 

241 

31,220 

577 

1,237,973 

818 

1,269,193 

30 

56,872 

39 

58,494 

264 

30,506 

540 

1,130,740 

804 

1,161,24 6 


ED. 


21 

35,471 

26 

36,866 

345 

41,093 

086 

1,214,828 

1,031 

1,255,921 

20 

34,381 

26 

34,729 

356 

41,789 

598 

1,079,513 

954 

1,121,302 

19 

31,074 

20 

31,142 

280 

35,443 

555 

1,052,993 

835 

1,088,441 

35 

58,962 

37 

59,069 

329 

45,007 

487 

956,472 

816 

1,001,479 

35 

59,734 

37 

60,067 

316 

37,019 

499 

996,231 

815 

1,033,253 

54 

111,911 

55 

113,580 

209 

28,153 

490 

985,664 

699 

1,013 817 

* 

45 

119,171 

50 

123,205 

246 

33,155 1 

419 

889,512 

665 

922,697 

7 

13,624 

8 

13,673 

285 | 

39,098 

503 

1,070,8S9 

788 

1,109,987 

15 

27,804 

16 

27,859 

252 

29,231 

438 

9,77,090 

690 

1,006,321 

. u . 

26,812 

18 

27,117 

287 

31,535 

382 

843,697 

669 

875,233 
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SHIPPING— FOR 


Numbei and Tonnage of Vessels , distinguishing Sailing and Steam, which 

Countries, at Ports m the Bombay 

EN 


MONTH 

With Cargoes 

Steamers 

Sailing Vessels 

Country Craft 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 



Tons 

January 

51 

109,206 

22 

2,638 

9 

646 

February 

40 

91,377 

31 

4,014 

9 

623 

March 

43 

99,819 

20 

2,000 

14 

1,161 

April 

50 

120,057 

12 

1,638 

22 

2,082 

May 

44 

93,786 

3 

277 

14 

1,233 

June 

35 

80,710 

1 

214 

3 

323 

July 

13 

97,31 o 

X 

517 



August 

30 

81,956 





September 

42 

92,034 

1 

238 

16 

1670 

October 

40 

94,311 

15 

2,068 

21 

1,078 

November 

44 

98,637 

34 

3 303 

34 

3,374 

December 

51 

106,441 

44 

5,737 

33 

2,651 

Total 

525 

1,165,652 

! 184 

22,639 

175 

15,444 


CLEAR 


January 

February 

March 

April 

Elay 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Total 


40 

81,192 

20 

41 

89,050 

23 

35 

86 012 

32 

34 

80,270 

16 

53 

121,874 

9 

29 

74,033 


35 

87,075 

2 

34 

84,567 

1 

29 

65,951 

3 

28 

64,776 

8 

32 

73,182 

9 

34 

77,569 

20 

424 

985,551 

143 


2,497 

29 

3,159 

2,547 

40 

3,228 

4,5 S 8 

9 

792 

1,801 

3 

537 

1,783 

5 

342 

731 



159 

2 

204 

277 

6 

599 

1,139 

2 

191 

957 

6 

353 

1,978 

13 

1,351 

18,457 

115 

10,756 
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EIGN TRADE. 

Entered and Cleared with Cargoes and m Ballast , /? orn and to Foreign 

P) esidcncy during the yeai 1901 

TERED 


In Ballast * 


Total 


Steamers 

Sailing 

Vessels 

Country Craft 

! 

With Cargoes 

In Ballast 

Vessels, 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

Tons 

Vessels 

02 

S3 

o 

EH 

3 

8,023 

2 

■ 298 



82 

! 112,490 

5 

8 321 

3 

4,384 

2 

231 



30 

96,014 

5 

4,615 

1 

2,979 





77 

102,930 

1 

. 979 



1 

673 



84 

123,777 

1 

073 

14 

29,438 

1 

999 



61 

95,296 

15 

30,437 

4 

5,980 





39 

81,250 

4 

<980 

7 

13,799 





44 

97,835 

7 

1 1,799 

2 

5,987 





36 

81,956 

2 

5,987 

2 

4,091 





59 

93,937 

2 

4,091 

3 

5,313 





82 

9^,057 

3 

5,813 

6 

12,586 



1 i 

98 

112 

105, M 

7 

12,684 

6 

12,807 





128 

114,329 

6 

12,807 

51 

105,887 

6 

2,201 

1 

98 

884 

1,203,735 

58 

108,186 


ED 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

830 

140 

4,262 

1,648 

1,938 

6,064 

1 

123 

3 

127 

89 

104 

76 

53 

67 

29 

37 

37 

3b 

ss 

47 

67 

Sb,84S 

94,825 

91,392 

82,608 

123,999 

73,053 

I 87,806 
84,930 
66,827 
66,106 
74,492 
bO,S9S 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

830 

140 

4,262 

123 

1,648 

1,938 

6,064 

127 

10 

1 14,882 

1 

123 

3 

127 

6S2 

1,013,781 

14 

| 15,132 
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T Cloths 


9 53 17 27 16 72 17 63 22 11 24 27 20 79 


Sheetings 


94 2 25 416 5 40 8 02 15 24 16 60 


Domestics 


2 53 3 39 3 So 5 32 6 87 9 11 9 06 


Drills and Jeans 08 38 02 02 10 02 01 


Long Cloths 


10 43 1175 9 55 8 89 10 60 1 > 86 13 07 


Chudders 


3 59 3 42 3 42 3 39 3 51 2 98 3 18 


Dhooties 


24 *16 26 14 12 *33 33 


Other Sorts 


3 06 4 45 1 07 *52 21 09 10 


Total Millions of 

Yards 3130 43 07 39 65 41 31 50 54 64 90 6314 


Total Lakhs of 

Rupees 38 97 52 36 47 11 49 22 61 1C 80 54 75 95 


Qualities of Yams of Bombay Manufacture Exported to Foreign Ports since 1893-94. 

From Government Returns ] [ Tears ending Slst March. 
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COTTON, 

Receipts at, and Exports fiom Bombay Port, also Mill consumption m the Island of Bombay In thousands 

of Bales (000s omitted) [Years ending BO th June, 


OOT3POS. 


557 


Total. 

— rnio^oio 

00 ■!> -t> C^Hf^^rJ^CiqrH Q 00 t> t>» ^ C3 X> CO 

HHHH r-T rH r-T i*"f <M r-T rH r*T f-T r-T rH* i— T N rH p-T 

& 

^®22SNiH'flOlOCD^OO-«^rHlOa5POt>>^^O t O 

in 0:1 ° w O o M O ^1 N CO ^ 0 H 30 -? a 

CdCCiCOCOCO^filOlOC0 1>Jt>l>l>OOCOI>OOC;l>CO 

© 

o 


o 

£4 

Total i 

9RSJS r ~ , Oi>«r-(fN|C5l>Jh fc lOX> ll /)OOOCCoOHO ' 
^22^COl>OOiOCOiCr>OOOO^D'-’OCOCiO^ 
O^rH 0> O^^p-^r-^05 Cq<£> H^© GO © lO C5 

H H rl r-T r-T rH rH - rH rH r- 1 r*T )— T 

83 

£ 

§ 

ft 

©s 

83 © 

boopHO cocor-(r>.^C)C)Coco^cio- fl C! 
C007»OJt>CDTfll0^1>OOCO»0 r)i O Q '■'H ^ 

r~i HiqHHHcO^^W^Ct' 

« 

Europe 

rfl5^^9 ( l>250GOOiniOGn\OOCO'^GO-l>0 

W CO 03 Q o Cl X S N o H d ^ O O '’l t-' H 

C^l> c? rH ao N^OQ ooom QOO^e^ i-t cc 

H H rH rH H H H 

Receipts 

NOOiOOWWHWOOOOCJO^iMOW* -O 
CONlOCOODON»OCO^KcOO-yVOHr''C:OOrj 

cq ^ r_ t ~*L *> ^ °q i> i-~ irs hco in c^os ao 

i—l rH r-T rH* rH* rl H rt W 51 H H H jh* of rH* rH r-T 

Yeais 

ending 

30th 

June 

<^<tt^iOC3Jt>GOOOrH^l'*0'^e5^t»OOC10'-< 

00 00 C0C0000n0000CDOC3C5CriGn)03C'GiQOO 
COOOGOCOuOOOGOCOOOOOOO-OOOCOJOJOXCOC'Ci 

rtHHHHHHHHrlHHHrtHMHrlHH 

Total 

M ^ o CO 00 id O •C’ Cl sO -C o O ^ o 

d'" q cj (N CO H CO ^ H H (D (32 -H H H UD rH 

MrHrHt4’r4' r ir-rr4'i-4'rHrHr-r HH r-i 

Z, rj 

Mill 

Oonsump 

fcion 

^^^lOUtOCCCOWjOOCOjj 

^ s ll 

o 

Total 

§SgSSSi"»S§SSS£?B3|f S| 

00 O OD O 04 r q C4^ rH^ cq cq rqcr ^ CO_ -O i> 05 

,— t* r 4’ p-T rH p-T rH rH i — 1 rH rH rH rH 

to 

s 

o 

Py 

w 

H 

Else 

where 

,71 «3 H H lO "/ o O o JD ^ iO ^ ^ 

’O ^ O « 

Europe 

x £ d & § ooi> « ” rH S O f, Jh O X 00 £J £ £ in 

00 S S o HWO MHO 0,0.® IH ■ -M^o CT CO O CC 

rHrHrHrHrfrH' HH HH 

12 

e 

§ 

© 

ID H 00 H iq CO rj H N H 
OrH05 , -0' , 0 : q si r lC500rH 
rH rH* rH 1 pH* i-H r " i pH 

60 

"aa 

®hs 

coo 

© J3 

. 

Mco^Mio^cnoqHNMjfwgt-cooOH 

sss^lsssssSssss^sss 


§58 


APPENDIX VV. 




£ 

§ 

<S> 


§ tH 

5S O 

•S 2 

t— i 

< 5 ) 

*C> P 
$5 ^ 
b C^> 
L^> fc- 

^ s 

v. 

g « 

*3 <s> 

'to ^ 
<30 fS£ 

E § 

J: 

*§ ■? 
►§> -§ 
1 s 
S J 5 

J % 

tQ ^ 

&•§ 

£ 


*3 






> 


% 

> 

6 ? 


r'H'^QO(MC5WtOOW0(MWMNN'^HNrtOW 

NO'^OOTJt^COQWOlHi'-lMCQiOOOCOHOOW-^ 

O t' 00 CO O O CO 00 I> If^O^Cv^ ^ c ~i, 

ZD cS J> ctf 00 ^ O' CD~ G^f r-T O* cT CcT O' Cg' CO U5 oT igT J5 ®2 S® Sfi 

ui ica Oi CQ J> O TH rH M ~ 

^ rlNHC0C0NWW)U3^ 

o 


CO op ^ CD I> J> CO 10 M lO 1> ^ 
C 0 'tp'§i t £>> 00 -t> 00 l 0 ’i 0 l> 00 x^ 


a)HrJiCq(M^WO’flHCiHI>CqOdQCOCqmHraM 5 > 

^COO®COWM03CDOi>OOlOCO©icOl>'J500 0H 
rH CO oO ^00^ CO C* Cgn© *> COOO^OCUN ^O C& ^C^OOJX^* 0 <0^ 

m cT oq rT co" co rn co ocT cT o" isf o" *h" <?f cd vo" i-T cq oo 

■^N^CDiOHCJiliOlOtflOOWHts'rScONCq CO vgj 

g: r- 1 <fr co o^t> fl^oo So o^cd.ih co co q^io vq^ x> oo 

Q M~ 05 QO" 0^ Jt> O (>f 05 of Co" JO oo" oT O r-T cm" rH WN 


CO 


NtDMCqOOHjqOt-il^^O^OO^IMflOOCJilO^* 

COOtOHOCOOOiOWHCOHi''tOHHM^©Hl'»COH 

00 ^cp X> ^ ^ O^VO JC-^CO 00 00 o VO CO^^CO^QO^CO ^CO^r^OO^ 

m'&<X>OiCO<D CO o' T? o' ccf cq CO iN CD CD CD Co" r*T *> CO Co" 
-+?COC 2 GOr-lTPCOCDCqCO»H-^ 0 -^C^rH(Mi>-OOCOT?rHfHO 
{£ VO VO 05 pH^^CO^CO^C^W^OO G 5 r-^ C^C^U^rH CO^rH^OO 00 CO^CO^-fc^ 
O rHrHrHrHrHtH «HrHrSr-lrHrH»H r 1 rl H r- 1 




<D CO 
* 2 *% 
«8 
Pm 
&m 


COHHVO^ftHOHMlOlOlOOOOOCDOOOOIMHH 
f-tOOiOCOCOGOCOCOCOOCMO-t— COI>00 (M H «5 b- H 05 

^ CO^ r-^ Cq viq C-^ PH Cq CO^CO^VD < 0 ^ Vf^iO 1 > CO <M w cjq o 

’ "CF 02 cT rH '*?“ CD oo *C 00 oT CvT o' co" CD rp" r-T 00 r-T r-T Co" cf CO 
COPtDCOCWnDlOlQCOCOlCUO^UiCOiflWWlO^CQ 


CD *t> 
<S lO 

TS^' 
w 

_ CD 

Pm 

fe 


OCCfOOlMfiCOHI>®HN*OHCHOOO®^(MU 5 ^ 
WDNCDWif 5 HCO^D(MHMH>X>-^VOaiTflWNCO 
O^C«- 05 ^ cs^t> O 00 U 3 D 1 

**f c«r oT o fm" ffT co" hV «T aTar^t^r j> ^ « ih o' o" c<T o' 

CQOlOCOCO^^HOONCONlOirSDNJNHOJOCOii) 
CD O^rH 00 CO ^ O CDoOJt>CDI>U5^VOCMlD 

plr-HHi— 1 i-m'tH HHH 


if: if; % if; * 

P 5 Srf£ 3 ? 2 S!! 2 <:; 5 i^ Cl P' ::B< P !l,,H( N[cO' , #VDCDJ>OOa>QrM 
£ 252 ?S° 2 ?S? 55 S? 299 ao J aoao<:OQO oocooo 0000000000 

rlrlHHHHHHHHHrtrlHHHHrtHrtHHH 


Including transhipments m Harhour, t Including goat hair. 



Total Imports of Treasure from Foreign Counflies info Bombay during the year 1901 

From Is# to 31s# January 1901 


IMPOSTS OP TREASURE. 
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'iotal Imports of Treasure from Foielgn Counti ies into Bombay during the year 1901 cordd. 

Ftom 1 st to 31s# March 1901 


IMPORTS OP TREASURE, 
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Total Imports of Treasure from Foreign Countries into Bombay during tbe year 1901 — contd 

Mom lstf to 3 Oth April 1901 
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Total Imports oi Tieasure from Foreign Countries into Bombay during the year 1901 — contd 

Fiom ls£ to 31s£ May 1901 


IMPORTS OF TREASURE 
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Total Imports of Treasure fiom Poreign Counines into Bombay during the year 1901 ~~conicl. 

Ftom 1st to 30 tk June 1901 
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Total Imports of Treasure from Foieign Countues into Bombay during tbe year 1901 — oontd 

F?om ls£ to 31s£ July 1901. 








Total In: ports of Treasure from Foi oign Countries into Bombay during the year 1901 could. 

Fiotn 1st to 31s# August 1901 
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IMPORTS OP TREASURE 
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I m ported game tun 8 last year 



Total Imports of Treasure fiom Foreign Countries into Bombay during the year 1901 — contd , 

From ls£ to 31 st October 1901. 
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Total Impoits of Treasure from Foieigu Countries into Bombay during tlie year 1901 — ccntd. 

Fiom ls£ to 30 th Novembe? 1901 






Total Imports of Treasure fiom Foreign Countries into Bombay during the year 1901 — conid. 

Fiom ls£ to 31s£ December 1901 
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Total Exports of Treasure to Foreign Oountiies from Bombay during the year 1901 . contd. 

Ftom Is# to 31 st January 1901 


EXPORTS OF TREASURE. 


571 



oo— 80 


Total Exports of Treasure to Foreign. Countiies from Bombay during the year 1901-conic? 

Ftom 1st to 28th Februaiy 1901. 
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Total Exports of Tieasuie to Foreign Countries from Bombay duiing the year 1901 — contd 

From 1st to 31s# Match 1901 


EXPORTS OP TREASURE 
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Total Exports of Treasure to Foreign Countries ±rom -tsomnay during 

From 1st to 30 th April 1901. 
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otal Exports of Treasure to Foreign Countries from Bombay during the year 190 1—contd 

1st to 30 th June 1901 
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Total Exports of Treasure to 3?oieign Countries fiom Bombay duiing the year 1901 — coatd. 

Fiom 1st to 31s# July 1901 


EXPORTS OF TREASURE, 


577 




Total Exports of Treasure to Foreign Countries from Bombay during the year 1901— contd. 

From 1st to 31 st August 1901 . 
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Total Exports of Treasure to Foreign Countries from Bombay during the year 1901 — contd 

From 1st to SO tit September 1901. 
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Total Exports of Treasure io Foreign Countries from Bombay during the year 1901 — conid. 

Fiorn 1st to 31st October 1901. 
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